
CITY OF RIDGECREST 
100 W. California Avenue 

Ridgecrest CA 93555 
499-5151 

Parks, Recreation & Quality of Life Committee 
KERR MCGEE COMMUNITY CENTER MEETING ROOMS 

January 22, 2009 5:00 p.m.   

MINUTES 
 
Committee Members present: Councilman Ron Carter, Planning Commissioner Jason Patin & 

 Planning Commissioner Craig Porter 
Staff Members present:  Chief Strand, Jim McRea, Jim Ponek & Recording Secretary Pam Pearson. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER -  
An official meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Councilman Ron Carter. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Agenda approved as written with a motion by Jason Patin, second by Craig Porter. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –October 23 2008 
Minutes approved as written with a motion by Jason Patin, second by Craig Porter. 
 
4 PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Dave Matthews commented that there is a big problem in the city regarding health care for seniors.  There 
are not enough doctors available to service the area, especially the senior citizens. 
 
Ron Carter introduced new committee members:  Planning Commissioners Craig Porter and Jason 
Patin.  Councilman Chip Holloway was not present for the meeting. 
 
Joey Burris of Adelman Broadcasting commented that he is very interested in trying to get a 
fundraiser together for the local youth organizations in the valley and would like any input and 
support the committee has to offer. 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS – 

a. Appoint new Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2009- 
Ron Carter recommended that he and Chip Holloway should co-chair the committee as they have done in 
the past together.  A motion by Craig Porter to appoint Ron Carter and Chip Holloway as co-chairman of the 
committee, Jason Patin seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a 3-0 vote. 

b. Financial Assistance-   
1.   Financial Assistance Funds Available 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs Director Jim Ponek reported that there is currently 
$6040 of available funds in the Quality of Life financial assistance account.  The 
committee discussed that with the budget in the current state that it is, all funds should be 
frozen.  All committee members present agreed and directed staff to freeze the funds. 

2.   Request from Maturango Museum-  Jim Ponek presented the committee with a request 
for in kind funding for use of Kerr McGee Center.  The Maturango Museum is holding a 
fund raising event in March.  The original request for half hall rental of $320 was 
approved by the committee, the event has now grown into a full hall rental and the 
request is for an additional $255 to cover the full hall rental cost.  The committee declined 
the request citing the decision just made in item 5.b.1.  Ron Carter recommended that a 

  



representative from the museum meet with the City Manager to come up with possible 
alternative funding ideas. 

 c. Senior Services of IWV – Request of City Truck  
 d. Desert Mountain Resource Conversation & Development Council – Request of City Vehicle 

Jim Ponek combined items 5.c & 5.d.  Senior Services of IWV and Desert Mountain Resource 
Conversation & Development Council are requesting out of service vehicles from the City.  Jim 
Ponek has spoken with CM Mike Avery and he supports the idea.  There will be no cost to the city.  
The committee discussed the donation and agreed.  Craig Porter motioned to approve making a 
recommendation to City Council to donate the vehicles to each organization, second by Jason Patin, 
motion passed with a 3-0 vote. 

 e. Social Security Video Service Delivery- 
Jim Ponek and Pam Pearson gave a brief description of the request from Social Security to have a 
Video Service Delivery Kiosk.  No representative from Social Security was present.  The direction of 
the committee is to have a representative meet with the City Manager and another council member 
and to have the City Manager make the decision.  Mr. Carter requested that he be invited to the 
meeting. 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS – 
1. Update of 2009-2010 Budget Preparation – 
Jim Ponek reported to the committee that direction from CM Avery was to cut 20% from the budget.  
The department has made its cuts without losing any full time staff, but if more is needed it would 
have to come from staff.  More information to be brought to a future meeting. 
 
2. Arts Council – Meetings, Members & Funding Available - 
Jim Ponek reported that the committee meets on the 4th wed of each month.  Dan Clark and Howard Laire 
were both active members.  Jim asked if a couple of the new committee members could join him at the next 
meeting.  Ron Carter and Jason Patin both said they would be available to attend.  Jim Ponek also discussed 
that there is about $12,000 in funds remaining in the Art in Public Places budget.  He commented that with the 
budget in its current situation it is appropriate to freeze those funds also.  There are a couple of projects that 
will be completed as they are already in progress, but all future projects will be froze.  The committee agreed 
with Mr. Ponek and gave direction to also freeze those funds. 
 

7. COMMUNITY BUSINESS -Collaboration with Other Organizations 
This is the time during the meeting for any community committee, service group, or sports association present to 
promote their programs, discuss their needs, and discuss concerns to the Quality of Life Committee. 

 
Youth Advisory Committee – Strand/Ponek Churches 100 Voices for Youth 
Boys & Girls Club –Elaine Bierman United Way Kern County Tourism Board 
China Lake Tennis Club AICITMA  TANF 
Arts Council   100 Voices for Women Service Clubs 
Senior Advisory Committee – Harley Baker IWV Youth Baseball Family Resources 
IWV Youth Football IWV Youth Softball Women’s Center 
IWV Collaborative Four Winds Intertribal Council Desert Planters Assoc. 
Concert Under the Stars Series CLOTA Farmers Market 
Boy Scouts Girls Scouts  
  

Senior Services – Harley Baker commented that currently the biggest senior issue is the states budget 
issue.  Seniors are also feeling the cuts.  
Youth Advisory Committee – Chief Strand reported that the Leadership Committee made a request of Jon 
McQuiston to get basketball courts repaired at Leroy Jackson Park.  Mr. McQuiston told the group that he 
will match every dollar they raise with $3.  The first fundraiser planned is a hot dog and pizza sale at the 
snack shack.  The goal is to raise $400 dollars. 
IWV Baseball – Bill Folden, representing the organization, commented to the committee that he 
understands the financial situation the City is in, but would like to encourage the city to still try to obtain the 
piece of property directly to the west of the facility, and not just part of it, but the entire piece of property.  
The direction from committee is to add acquiring piece of property as an agenda item for discussion at the 
next meeting.   
 
 ITEMS FROM DIRECTOR –   



 1.  Recreation Events and Activities Update – Jim Ponek reported that the youth basketball is in the 
facility, the Christmas season was busy every weekend with hall events and will have volleyball and soccer 
sign ups soon. 
 
9. COMMITTEE COMMENTS - 
Craig Porter commented that he would like to see a social security rep. bring up equipment and have a 
demo.  He also questioned Bill Folden regarding volunteers putting fence up at KMYSC.  Bill responded that 
they have done that in the past, but that volunteers don’t have the expertise required and the fence that was 
put up had to come back down due to safety concerns. 
Ron Carter commented that he would like to pursue a Parks & Recreation bond for a future ballot measure.  
The City has put two infrastructure bonds on the ballot and neither of them has passed.  He would like to 
start the process of putting together a bond.  There is a meeting is scheduled Jan 27. 
 
10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

a.  Next Meeting February 26, 2009 – 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT  
An official meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm by co-chairman Ron Carter. 


