
CITY OF RIDGECREST 
100 W. California Avenue 

Ridgecrest CA 93555 
499-5151 

Parks, Recreation & Quality of Life Committee 
KERR MCGEE COMMUNITY CENTER MEETING ROOMS 

October 23, 2008 5:00 p.m.   

MINUTES 
Committee Members present: Chairman Ron Carter, City Councilman Dan Clark,  

Planning Commissioner Howard Laire & Planning Commissioner Jerry Taylor 
Staff Members present:  Lt. Jon Wheeler, PRCA Director Jim Ponek, Recording Secretary Pam Pearson 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER -  
An official meeting was called to order by chairman Ron Carter at 5:00 pm. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Agenda was approved with a motion by Howard Laire, second by Jerry Taylor, all were in favor. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 25, 2008 
Minutes were approved as written with a motion by Jerry Taylor, second by Howard Laire, all were in favor. 
 
4 PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
No public comment. 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS – 

a.  Financial Assistance-  
    1.  Financial Funds Available – Jim Ponek reported that there is currently $6,040 remaining in the     
         Quality of Life financial assistance fund. 

                2.  Request from last meeting Maturango Museum.  Jim Ponek reported to the committee that  
the date has been moved to March 20, 2009. 
b.  Building Futures – New Business in town – Sober Living Facility 
Dale Johnson and Joe Desimore, representatives from the facility gave a presentation to the 
committee on the services offered.  This group is not looking for any funding, just support from the 
community.  Quality of Life members recommended they attend a City Council meeting and give a 
brief presentation during the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  
 

 c.  Ridgecrest Community Medical & Dental Center –CEO Dr. Wagih Michael 
Representatives from Ridgecrest Community Medical and Dental Center gave a presentation to the 
committee regarding the new facilities that will be opening by the business park.  The Dental Center 
is scheduled to open in January of 2009 and the Medical center is scheduled to open in the summer 
of 2009. 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS - 
1.  Dart Information Update – Summer Program… 
Jim Ponek shared Dart’s Autumn 2008 newsletter thanking the City of Ridgecrest for providing 
facilities for the Summer CREST camp. 

  



 
7. COMMUNITY BUSINESS -Collaboration with Other Organizations 
This is the time during the meeting for any community committee, service group, or sports association present to 
promote their programs, discuss their needs, and discuss concerns to the Quality of Life Committee. 

 
Youth Advisory Committee – Strand/Ponek Churches 100 Voices for Youth 
Boys & Girls Club –Elaine Bierman United Way Kern County Tourism Board 
Policing Activities (info) –  Chief Strand China Lake Tennis Club AICITMA 
Arts Council   100 Voices for Women Service Clubs 
Senior Advisory Committee – Harley Baker IWV Youth Baseball Family Resources 
IWV Youth Football IWV Youth Softball Women’s Center 
IWV Collaborative Four Winds Intertribal Council Desert Planters Assoc. 
Concert Under the Stars Series CLOTA Farmers Market 
Boy Scouts Girls Scouts TANF 
  

Youth Advisory Council – Dan Clark reported that the committee has set their priorities for 2008-2009.  
Burroughs High School Counselor Shari Rosenburg suggested that they need one long term goal and they 
are considering her idea. 
Arts Council – Jim Ponek reported on the progress of the sculpture garden.  He also commented that the 
committee is working on a RFP for Jan. 2009 projects. 
 
8. ITEMS FROM DIRECTOR –   
 1.  Youth Sports update -  Special Events update-  
Jim Ponek reported that the youth soccer league just finished up another season.  The department is now 
beginning Youth Flag Football and once again has McDonalds on board as a sponsor.  There are about 300 
youth participating.   
 2.  Mr. Ponek thanked Mr. Clark for the years they have worked together on the committee. 
 
9. COMMITTEE COMMENTS - 
Ron Carter commented that Mesquite High School has received the honor of becoming a Model School. 
This is their first time in the Sierra Sands School District and he congratulated Mr. Clark on being part of 
that honor. 
Howard Laire thanked everyone for a good informative meeting.  He also mentioned that the Sierra Art 
Guild is having a show at Carriage Inn Oct. 31 – Nov. 1. 
Jerry Taylor discussed his interest in having lights on the football field at the Kerr McGee Youth Sports 
Complex. 
Dan Clark thanked everyone on the committee and said he has enjoyed serving on the committee. 
 
 
10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

a.  Next Meeting Combo Meeting December 11, 2008 – 
b.  light standards for football field 
c.  concession stand at baseball fields 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT  
An official meeting was adjourned at 6:15 pm by chairman Ron Carter. 


