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     CITY OF RIDGECREST    

100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, California 93555-4054 

 
 

MEETING OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
1ST

Wednesday February 8, 2012 at 5:00 pm 
 FLOOR CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM AREA B 

 
Committee Members: Chairman Jerry Taylor, Council Member Steven Morgan 
      Planning Commissioner Craig Porter 

   Planning Commissioner James Sanders 
   Recording Secretary:  Karen Harker 

                                   Staff: Dennis Speer, Loren Culp 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 5:07. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Chairman Jerry Taylor asked for a motion to approve the 

agenda. Councilman Steven Morgan made the motion, seconded by Planning 
Commission James Sanders.  The Agenda was then approved as submitted.   

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Jerry Taylor asked for a motion to approve the minutes from 

January 11, 2012. Councilman Steven Morgan made the motion to approve the minutes; 
motion was seconded by Planning Commission James Sanders. Minutes were approved 
as submitted. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS OF ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Dave Matthews was happy that the light was looked at French Avenue and Drummond 
Avenue.  It seems to have gotten fixed.  There is no longer a long wait.  Thank you. 
 

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
A. Improvements to the Engineering Process – Meeting with Developers 

Loren Culp discussed the process that has been taking place with getting the 
developers and engineers together for our workshop.  We currently have 14 people 
involved.  We will be making arrangements for a date and time.  We have 90% of 
confirmation from the group to come.   We would like to have the workshop in late 
February or early March.   The committee would also like to reach out to the realtors.  
Please notify the committee when the workshop would be so that they could attend if 
they choose to do so.  It would not be necessary to work around their schedules. 
Steve Morgan – Would like to speak about the issue that transpired at the last City 
Council. 
Dennis Speer– the City Manager has turned over the lot line adjustment to the City 
attorney and they were here yesterday working with Staff.   
Steve Morgan – it is my understanding there will be a changed to the municipal code. 
Dennis Speer – This has been turned over to the City Attorney to work the issue 
Steven Morgan – I was hoping to resolve this issue now and then make changes to 
the code. 
Jerry Taylor – We would like to move this forward with this issue 
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B. Congestion Mitigation Air Quality and Regional Surface Transportation Program 
Applications 2012 -  Rader and Graff 
We were successful in getting the applications into Kern Cog.   Rader and Graff were 
not eligible for the applications due to not collectors and cost ratio.  Sunland and 
Traffic Signalization and Drummond were the application that did get submitted with 
the Traffic Signalization being the 1st

Dave Matthews – What are we doing on Drummond – the divided road.  It will reduce 
pollutants but not as much as Sunland. 

 priority and Sunland and then Drummond.  The 
RSTP project was submitted for the China Lake Blvd from Upjohn to College Heights 
Blvd.  The applications amounts or funds were only going from Upjohn to just beyond 
Radar and not all the way to College Heights.  This is for a 2 year cycle. 

 
C. Bike Rest Stations – Maintenance Issues 

We have reviewed the plan and specifications to all departments and received 
comments back.  Concerned about irrigation, drinking fountains at Bowman and 
China Lake Blvd and would like to omit these elements from the plans before going 
out to bid. 
Jerry Taylor – Why pull the drinking fountain 
Dennis Speer – water district connection fee 
Jerry Taylor - put it in and have it there  
Loren Culp – have the plumbing their for the drinking fountain without connection.  
The landscaping can be placed anytime. 
The committee agreed to have the stub outs and casing placed in the concrete for 
the drinking fountain so that it can be placed at a later date.  Landscaping can be 
placed at a later date. 
 

D. Senior Apartment Project – SCE Poles 
Have signed the grading plans, sewer plans, and need do the poles and will wait until 
the sign off on the street improvement until the poles are move.  We see a benefit 
because SCE is looking at moving distribution lines/poles from Church to Upjohn.  
The Committee discussed the poles and where the development is going in and who 
is responsible for the moving of the poles. Using the Rule 20 money requires 
permanent line and grade to start the process.  Ultimate solution is relocating all 
poles in the right location and that the developer is responsible for it. Would it be 
better to have the road designed and have SCE move the poles from Downs to 
Upjohn and then decide what to do with the Rule 20 money if we would like to 
underground in the area of the Church to Upjohn.  The Committee asked that staff 
put forth the Project of Design of the road Downs Street to Upjohn as a TAB project 
before the City Council so that it is ready to move forward in May when we get a 
decision from the attorneys or the oversight committee.  It would also be a good idea 
to have the contract that we have with Willdan to design that street go to City Council 
with the project. 
 
 

E. ADA Compliance for Regional Surface Transportation and Safe Routes to School 
Projects – Caltrans is making sure that all federally funded projects have all ADA 
compliant routes.  You now have to come into construction easements with personal 
property.  These routes must include not only sidewalks and ramps but also 
driveways and all approaches.  Loren Culp just wanted to make the committee aware 
that we have to deal with this issue.  Discussed new criteria for Safe Routes to 
School. 
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F. Paving on College Heights and Kendall  

There are deficiencies on College Heights where the glass grid didn’t work.  The 
contractor is still working on it.  Signage is not acceptable at this time. 
 

G. Street Lights – Illumination and Future Budget 
Jerry Taylor was interested in finding out how we can cut cost.  This is a way that we 
might be able to fund a police officer.  Dennis Speer discussed the options of cutting 
lights and different scenarios.  Discussed the plan that can be used from dusk to 
dawn. Steven Morgan feels that we should not have lights on from dusk to midnight.   
Jerry Taylor asked that Mr. Speer please educate about the safe environment  and 
that may be with Chief Strand they could come up with areas that are over lighted 
and could reduced. 
Stan Ratorja – need to be very careful about safety and the community. 
 

H. Budget 
1. Matching Funds for KernCog Projects - How much money do we need in the 
streets budget now that we don’t have the RDA money.  Asking for a needs estimate 
for the 12/13 budget for all state and federal projects (projection).   
2. Annual Amount of Maintenance Dollars based on PMS report –  
 

I. Wal-Mart Pilot Channel 
1. Plan Check – They have the plan check for weeks, doing some redesign on the 
bowmen channel, and college heights. 
2. Armor Plating – Loren Culp gave a presentation on the Armor Plating and how it 
works with the Bowman Channel.  The Armor Plating will be the cost of the City and 
have it as a Bid Alternative.  We need to have the save guard.  
 

6. DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
o Discussed the Presentation that was given to TTAC in hope that we can use 

RSTP funds for projects that consists on micropaves and chipseals. 
o Kern Cog have been revising their project procedures -  workshops have been 

delayed 
o Kern County Bowman Project – discussed the agenda item of Feb 15th

o No update until we hear from Navy San Diego real estate department. 
.  

o GIS upload will be next month and has been video all along  
 
7. COMMITTEE’S COMMENTS 
 
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 6:47. 
 


