City of Ridgecrest

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
City Council Conference Room
100 W. California Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Tuesday, October 14, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.
MINUTES
Infrastructure Committee Member: Chairman Tom Wiknich; Councilmember Steve Morgan,

Members Lois Beres and Nellavan Jeglum
Recorder: Karen Harker, Administrative Secretary

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman Tom Wiknich.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was raised by Chairman Tom Wiknich and seconded by

Councilman Steve Morgan to approve. The Agenda was approved as submitted and carried
with a voice vote of 4 ayes.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: There was a motion raised by Lois Beres, seconded by Steve
Morgan, to APPROVE THE MINUTES for September 9, 2008. Carried with a voice vote of 4
ayes.

4, COMMENTS: (PUBLIC COMMENT) None

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS:

A. Presentation of Universal Trash pick-up — Discussion of sample ordinances and review
of Draft Ordinance. Mr. Avery opened discussion stating that this document was a
draft and the only glaring point that he felt it was missing was that it doesn’t exempt a
consumer from being able to take his own trash to the waste disposal site himself. He
did feel that there should also be a clause that allowed for larger items to be picked up
from the contract hauler if you made a phone call and placed them out in front of your
house. He informed the committee members that this was now their opportunity to
make changes or if they had any new ideas to add. Jim McRea stated that this draft
was a combination of California City, the existing Ridgecrest City Ordinance and the
Integrated Waste Management guidelines. Mr. Morgan asked for clarification of multi-
unit versus residential. A multi unit is four units. Also discussed was the issues of
household hazardous waste/medical waste and how to dispose of sharps and syringes.
They are still allowed to go to the dump. Member Jeglum remember seeing something
in the Bakersfield ordinance that salvaging was not allowed or harvesting from trash
cans. On page 9 paragraph A, can we please clear up the wording and add a line about
salvaging.



Tom Wiknich wanted to discuss page 10 paragraph D administrative fees on owner and
fee to resident. This brought into discussion the rights of renters and owners of
properties and who will be billed. The committee discussed the lien process and how
it is disclosed on the tax bill. The committee will need to spend time before we move
forward making decision on this. We will need to figure out who will be billing. A
special rate will need to be established for seniors and low income and the City Council
will establish a low income rate by resolution. PUBLIC COMMENT: Dave Matthews,
address on file, Am | able to use the container of the hauler to take trash to the dump or
am | in violation of the law by doing that. Technically you are in violation of the law.
Forget rebates, | need my money now and not n the future. Michelle Broussea, 801
White Oak, Dr. Teacher at Murray Middle School, student from the school made a
presentation regarding a recycling project that they have been working on called the
Edison Challenge. Kids at the school have been participating and they are here to ask
what they can do to get involved with the City to help with the recycle effort. Mr.
Wiknich thanked them for coming and encouraged them to contact the Community
Development Department to recycle boxes. Karen Harker, encouraged them to contact
their representative for the Youth Advisory Committee, Phoebe Leverett, and ask if they
can do their presentation at one of the meetings.

Mr. Avery recommended that we make the corrections to the draft and bring it back to
the next meeting.

Patricia Donnelly of 1311 Mahan — Ms. Donnelly would like to appeal to the
Infrastructure Committee regarding her request to be lined into the City sewer.

Ms. Donnelly asked that she be allowed to tie into the City sewer system. There is an
existing mobile home on the property that she is living in, but she will be building a
house. She has spoken to several of her neighbors and no one else is interested in
tying into the City sewer due to the costs and also the fees attached on your tax bill.
She has looked into annexing into the City but has been told that it is costly and also
very time consuming. She is willing to annex into the city. She doesn’t see how one
home is going to overload the sewer system and feels that the City is being overly
cautious. She is currently on sewer and the leach field might have some issues. Steve
Morgan is asking that the committee be able to take a look at it by a case by case basis.
We make exceptions in other areas and this should be no different. The customer
would still need to pay for the connection fees and other appropriate fees associated
with sewer. Member Jeglum disagrees with Councilmen Morgan and feels that we
should not open that door. If we let one person do it how do we control who we let in
and who we don’t? Once we break that rule I’'m afraid that we wouldn’t be able to go
back. | believe that we would be setting new policy for all homeowners on the
city/county boundary line. Public Works Director Dennis Speer spoke to the Committee
where we stand with the capacity design on the current Wastewater Treatment
Facility. We run at 76 to 77 % capacity with that average at 75%. We have 1200 home
thru the tentative map process. If we exceed the 80 to 85 % capacity as an average we



will be in violation. Member Jeglum asked what this would mean. Mr. Speer indicated
a moratorium or a fine. PUBLIC COMMENT: Dave Matthews asked what it means to
have a moratorium put on the treatment facility. Mr. Speer indicated that they would
control the plant for you. Have you dot your I’s and cross your T’s. Also they would not
allow you to have more building of homes. Jason Patin felt that there were issues of
taxes and making sure that they were paying their fare share. Mike Neel felt that they
shouldn’t be able to hook into the system if the system can’t support.

Ms. Donnelly still felt that the Committee was not looking at the fact that it wasn’t the
whole street who wanted to tie in but just her. Councilman Morgan also pointed out
that residents who are on septic now are being asked by the city to tie into the sewer
system. He feels that this should go before City Council since there seems to be no
resolve within the committee. Chairman Wiknich asked that staff help Mrs. Donnelly
look into annexing into the City with estimates versus sewer hook-up fees. Mr. McRea
will work on that and get the information to Mrs. Donnelly.

C. Budget
1. Corporate Yard —Bond issue and we are waiting to see what happens in the future
Must vacate the huts where the Parks and Recreation guys are at in the year 2010.
2. Pot Hole Patcher — Money is in the budget for the 2008/2009 fiscal year.
We have received training from the manufacturer and we have two very efficient
trainees. They are getting very proficient on the machine. Patching on the streets
gets better and better. Mr. Speer discussed amounts of material used to fill pot
holes and the time required.
D. Continued Discussion of RDA project’s list
Bonds are not going to be sold at this time so bottom line is it will be a year before you
have to make a final decision on what you deem is necessary from the list.

6. DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Dennis Speers reported on the following information:

0 A presentation of the Wastewater Treatment Facility will be held at the 1** council
meeting in November by Carollo.

0 W Ridgecrest Blvd — There is a RFP going out for the PS & E.

0 Traffic Warrant Studies are being done around town and various locations.

0 The camera that we have purchase for the treatment facility has been put to good
use. We have noticed that lines are clogged but also where they have already been
damaged or are collapsing.

7. COMMITTEE COMMENTS - none.
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEM - November 18, 2008

0. ADJOURNMENT Meeting was adjourned for 6:27.



