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CITY OF RIDGECREST 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 
AGENDA 

 
Regular Council/Agency Meeting 

 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009 

 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CITY HALL 
100 West California Avenue 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
 

Closed Session – 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Session – 6:30 p.m.

This meeting room is wheelchair accessible.  Accommodations and access to 
City meetings for people with other handicaps may be requested of the City Clerk 
(499-5002) five working days in advance of the meeting. 
 
In compliance with SB 343.  City Council/Ridgecrest Redevelopment Agency 
Agenda and corresponding writings of open session items are available for public 
inspection at the following locations: 

1. City of Ridgecrest City Hall, 100 W. California Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 
93555 

2. Kern County Library – Ridgecrest Branch, 131 E. Las Flores Ave., 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

3. City of Ridgecrest official website at http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

CLOSED SESSION – 6:00 p.m. 

http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us/
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GC54956.8 Redevelopment Agency Real Property Negotiations – Vimco, Civic 
Center Alley Improvements Within the N 1/2 of NE 1/4 of Sec. 4 as 
shown on APN 478-01 - Agency Negotiators Michael Avery and 
James McRea 

 
GC54956.8 Redevelopment Agency Real Property Negotiations – OPA for the 

Ridgecrest Plaza Improvements - Agency Negotiators Michael 
Avery and James McRea 

 
GC54956.9 Conference with Legal Counsel - Potential Litigation - California 

Integrated Waste Management Board and the City of Ridgecrest - 
Negotiators Michael Avery and James McRea 

REGULAR SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

INVOCATION 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

 Closed Session 
 Other 

PRESENTATIONS 

DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Second Council Meeting (3rd Wednesday of the month) 
 

Public Works Department Director's Report 
 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members:  Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Nellavan Jeglum 
Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting April 14 

 
Finance Department Director's Report - attached 
 
Chief of Police Report 

 
City Organization and Services Committee 

Members: Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Nellavan Jeglum, Lois Beres 
Meetings: 2nd Thursday of month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference Room 
Next meeting April 9 

 
Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 
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Members:  Co-Chairs Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Ron Strand 
Meetings:  2nd Monday of odd numbered months at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-
McGee Center 
Next meeting to be announced 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

 
There is still a vacancy on the Personnel Appeals Board.  Council 
Member Carter needs to appoint a member to the board. 

 
CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 

RECESS  (if necessary) 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Public Hearing On The Appeal Of Tentative Tract Map No. 6691 Denial By 

The Planning Commission By Resolution PC No. 09-04, And The 
Recommendation Of Denial Of GPA/ZC-08-04, As Well As The Negative 
Declaration, An Application To Create A 228 Lot Subdivision Known As 
Wild Pointe Ranch With One Park/Sump And A Commercial Site On 161 
Acres To Be Zoned E-1, E-1.5, E-2 And CG On Vacant Land Located At The 
NW Corner Of W. Ridgecrest Boulevard And N. Mahan Street, APN 455-100-
06,08 And 09. Applicant: Pam              McRea 

 
The Planning Commission at the conclusion of a duly noticed continued Public Hearing 
adopted Resolution 09-04, denying the application, the Tentative Tract Map, the General 
Plan Amendment, and zoning reclassification. The application was heard before the 
Planning Commission at three (3) meetings; January 27, 2009, January 13, 2009, and 
November 18, 2008. A copy of the Planning Commission report was provided by 
separate cover. The denial was appealed by the attached letters, dated February 5, 
2009 and February 9, 2009. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
2. Ordinance No. 09-01, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 

Ridgecrest Deleting Chapter XIII And Amending The Ridgecrest Municipal 
Code As It Relates To Chapter XIII, Sanitation, Sections 13-1 To 13-6.2; 
Community Wide Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste And 
Recycling Residential Service              McRea 

 
The provisions of this chapter are adopted to preserve, protect and promote the 
health, safety and welfare of the public with respect to sanitation and provide a 
community wide universal (mandatory) curbside solid waste and recycling 
residential service.  This ordinance was presented to Council for first reading and 
approval at the Special meeting on March 2 and is presented here for second 
reading and adoption. 
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Recommended Motions - 2 motions 
 
Motion To Waive Reading In Full And To Adopt By Title Only, Ordinance No. 09-
01, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Deleting 
Chapter XIII And Amending The Ridgecrest Municipal Code As It Relates To 
Chapter XIII, Sanitation, Sections 13-1 To 13-6.2; Community Wide Universal 
(Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste And Recycling Residential Service 
    Requires a second 

 
Motion To Adopt, By Title Only, Ordinance No.09-01, An Ordinance Of The City 
Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Deleting Chapter XIII And Amending The 
Ridgecrest Municipal Code As It Relates To Chapter XIII, Sanitation, Sections 
13-1 To 13-6.2; Community Wide Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste 
And Recycling Residential Service 
    Requires a second 
 

 
3. Ordinance No. 09-02, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 

Ridgecrest Amending Chapter III, Section 5-703, Of The Ridgecrest 
Municipal Code (“Code”) As It Relates To The Exclusive Right Of Trash 
Collection                  McRea 

 
This ordinance amends Chapter III, Section 5-703 of the Municipal Code by 
continuing the City's right to award exclusive franchise for the purpose of trash 
collection.  This ordinance was introduced for first reading at the Special Council 
meeting of March 2, 2009.  It is brought to the Council at this time for second 
reading and adoption.  
 
Recommended Motions - 2 motions 
 
Motion To Waive Reading In Full And To Adopt By Title Only, Ordinance No. 09-
02, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Amending 
Chapter III, Section 5-703, Of The Ridgecrest Municipal Code (“Code”) As It 
Relates To The Exclusive Right Of Trash Collection 
    Requires a second 
 
Motion To Adopt, By Title Only, Ordinance No.09-02, An Ordinance Of The City 
Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City 
Of Ridgecrest Amending Chapter Iii, Section 5-703, Of The Ridgecrest Municipal 
Code (“Code”) As It Relates To The Exclusive Right Of Trash Collection 
    Requires a second 

 
DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
 
4. Status Report on the Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 and the Local Assistance 

Plan (LAP) required by the California Integrated Waste Management Board 
(CIWMB) and consideration of an Administrative Civil Penalty            McRea 
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The staff report is a continuation of the interaction between the City and CIWMB staff.  
The County of Kern has provided invaluable assistance upon the authorization by   Mr. 
Douglas Landon, Interim Director, Waste Management Department.  Ms. Nancy L. 
Ewert, P.E., Sr. Engineering Manager, Kern County Waste Management Dept. has 
presented the position of both the City and the County to the CIWMB staff. The City 
received notice after the visitation to Sacramento, to meet with the various sections 
leaders that the Public Hearing scheduled for February 24, 2009 had been pulled to 
consider additional information and efforts by the City. The City was notified by e-mail on 
the evening of February 24, 2009 that a hearing has been rescheduled for March 24, 
2009 and the City is invited to provide Board staff documents for review that will be 
presented to the Board for their consideration to revise the L.A.P. and/or to modify the 
existing Compliance Orders timeline as well as continuation of an Administrative Civil 
Penalty Hearing. 

 
5. City Council Pay               Wiknich 
 
6. Sister City Budget         Avery 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine by City staff and 
will be approved in one motion if no member of the Council or the public wishes 
to comment or ask questions.  If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, 
that item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and be considered 
separately, with public comment, before action is taken. 

 
7. Resolution No. 09-  , A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Announcing Proclamations Prepared And Scheduled Date Of Presentation 
            Avery 

Respect for Law Week - March 23-29, 2009 - Presentation on Friday March 20 at 
12:00 noon. 
 
Honoring Local Law Enforcement Officer's of the Year - Presentation on Friday 
March 27 at 5:30 p.m. at Elks Lodge at Respect For Law dinner 

 
8. Authorization For Mayor To Send Letter To Assembly Member Tony 

Mendoza Opposing AB 155 Municipal Bankruptcy    Avery 
 

The City of Ridgecrest is a member of the League of California Cities and from 
time to time we receive requests from them to prepare letters to support or 
oppose current legislation. 
 
We have received a request to send a letter to Assembly Member Tony Mendoza 
to oppose AB 155 (Mendoza) Municipal Bankruptcy. (As Introduced 1/26/09).  
This bill AB 155 establishes a Local Agency Bankruptcy Committee (Committee), 
consisting of the State Controller, the State Treasurer, and the Director of the 
State Department of Finance. The bill requires local agencies contemplating 
bankruptcy to first obtain approval from the committee before filing for 
bankruptcy. 
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The council should object to this legislation for the following reasons; Most Cities 
Produce On-Time, Balanced Budgets – In Good Times and Bad.  Unlike the 
state, local agencies do not receive personal income tax, which is much more 
volatile than property or sales tax. Nor do local agencies face the same kinds of 
constitutional constraints that make passage of a state budget so difficult. As a 
result, even as property and sales tax has declined for both the state and for 
local agencies, most cities are able to make the difficult decisions necessary to 
produce a balanced budget, even when that means cutting substantially into core 
services, furloughing or laying off workers, or some combination of both. 

 
By approving the consent calendar the City Council of the City of Ridgecrest 
authorizes the Mayor to send a letter on behalf of the city to assembly member 
Tony Mendoza, our local representatives, and the League of California Cities 
opposing AB 155. 

 
9. Resolution No. 09-  ,  A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Approving Agreement Between The City Of Ridgecrest And The Social 
Security Administration                 Ponek 

 
The Social Security Administration (SSA) is requesting that the City of Ridgecrest 
enter into a one year agreement allowing Social Security to use the Kerr McGee 
Community Center meeting rooms one day per month and install a DSL 
dedicated phone line at SSA’s expense, to include installation, maintenance, 
upgrades and monthly fees. Social Security will then provide service to the 
community approximately 5 to 8 hours on a designated day of each month.  The 
service they will provide will be through a Video Service Delivery (VSD) monitor 
that will have a live feed to the SSA offices in Lancaster, CA.  Volunteers 
coordinated by Social Security will set up the VSD monitor, provide assistance as 
needed, keep the room/participants organized and store the VSD monitor when 
complete in a storage area within Kerr McGee Community Center.   

 
Presently, The City of Ridgecrest provides a double room once a month to SSA.  
A member of the SSA comes to Kerr McGee Community Center during that day 
for approximately four hours and with the help of SSA volunteers provides 
assistance to SSA customers. 

 
10. Resolution No. 09-  , A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council Setting 

The Public Hearing For Unmet Transit Needs Findings   Speer 
 

The Transportation Development Act of 1971 (TDA), as amended provides for 
the disbursement of funds from the Local Transportation Fund for various eligible 
transportation uses. The funds are distributed by the Kern Council of 
Governments (KCOG), in its capacity as the Regional Transportation Planning 
Agency. An eligible claimant wishing to receive TDA funding through KCOG must 
conduct an annual review of the transit needs of the individuals and groups in the 
community.  This year’s submittal of the Public Hearing documentation is due to 
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transportation uses. The funds are distributed by the Kern Council of 
Governments (KCOG), in its capacity as the Regional Transportation Planning 
Agency. An eligible claimant wishing to receive TDA funding through KCOG must 
conduct an annual review of the transit needs of the individuals and groups in the 
community.  This year’s submittal of the Public Hearing documentation is due to 
Kern Council of Government by the end of May 2009. Subsequently, a public 
hearing must be held in May 2009.  
 
Since the public hearing must be duly noticed for thirty days prior to the public 
hearing date, staff is requesting that the hearing be scheduled for the Council 
Meeting of May 6, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.  

 
11. Resolution No. 09-  , A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Approving Expenditure Of Proposition 1B Funds In The Amount Of 
$415,000 For Constructing A New Street: Bowman Avenue Between Mahan 
Street And Downs Street        Speer 

 
The City of Ridgecrest has been allocated $415,000 in funds from Proposition 1B 
(Phase II). It is proposed to use these funds on a new street project. This project 
would consist of constructing a new street with a typical section of 24 feet of 
roadway and a structural section of 0.35 foot AC, over 0.50 foot AB, over graded 
and compacted native soil. The estimated cost of the project is $453,700. 

 
12. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

February 18, 2009         Gable 
 
13. Minutes Of The Special City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

March 2, 2009         Gable 
 
14. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 27, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $244,370.19        Sloan 
 
15. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated March 5, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $69,469.90        Sloan 
 
16. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated March 13, 200k In The 

Amount Of $161,540.22        Sloan 
 
17. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 27, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $10,211.34        Sloan 
 
18. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated March 13, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $4,117.23        Sloan 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

The Mayor and Council Members may make a brief statement.  In addition, 
Council Members may ask a question of staff or the public for clarification on any 
matter, make a request of staff for factual information, or request staff to report 
back to the council at a later meeting concerning any matter.  In addition the 
Mayor or any Council Member may direct the City Manager to place an item of 
business on a future agenda. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 



 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

REPORTS 
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C O R N E R S T O N E
E N G I N E E R I N G

3-10-09              077-01-00 
 
City Council 
City of Ridgecrest 
100 W. California Ave. 
Ridgecrest, Ca 93555 
 
RE: Wild Pointe Ranch Appeal 
 
Members of City Council: 
 
On behalf PAM Development, I would like to thank the City Council for accepting the appeal 
request for TTM 6691, Wild Pointe Ranch. The project proposal included with this letter has been 
revised to take into consideration public and planning commission comments from the 1/27/09 
commission hearing. We have also attempted to prepare an acceptable proposal for City Council 
approval. The following letter describes the changes that have been made to the project. This 
letter also includes a proposal for narrower street improvements on much of the project.  
 
Map Changes:   The project has been revised to allow for the future development of the 17 acre 
parcel located outside the city limits on the western boundary of the project.   The planning 
commission expressed a desire to have this parcel considered in our map and street layout.   We 
have taken the liberty to change the street alignments to make this accommodation.  The lot 
count has also been reduced.   The original map proposal had 228 residential lots.  There are 
now a total of 208 residential lots, 20 less than the original proposal. The reduction was done by 
converting 20,000 sf lots into 40,000 sf lots.   The lot count now breaks down as follows: 
 
10,000 sf lots - 87 lots (E-2 zoning, unchanged) 
20,000 sf lots - 60 lots (E-1.5 zoning, reduced from 103) 
40,000 sf lots - 61 lots (E-1 zoning, increased from 38) 
Park Lots -  2 lots 
Commercial Lot -   1 lot 
 
The gross acreage of the combined E-1, E-1.5 and the parklands is 121.4 acres. Within this area, 
we are proposing 121 large residential lots.  This results in a gross density of less than 1 dwelling 
unit per acre.    The density is greatest to the east, with the western portions of the project in 
40,000 sf lots. 
 
Project Phasing:  The map now also includes a phasing plan. We request phasing plan approval 
with the map. 
 
Reduced Width Streets:  We are requesting that the street improvement standards be relaxed 
for the large lot portion of the project (20,000 sf and larger lots), both internal and external streets.   
For internal streets in the large lot area, we are requesting that the street section shown on the 
TTM exhibit be approved.   This request is for a 32’ wide street within a 60’ right of way as shown 
on the map exhibit.   Attached is an exhibit showing an area with the streets in blue.   We are 
requesting the narrower city street section on the blue streets.   The remaining local streets would 
be improved to the City standard. 
 
     Major Streets:   We are also requesting consideration of a reduction in street improvements 
on adjacent major streets.   We propose Kern County Type ‘B’ improvements for all streets that 
lie within Kern County or along the Kern County jurisdictional boundary. This would include Brady 
Street, Ridgecrest Boulevard and Las Flores Avenue between Brady and Garth Street. These 
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streets are shown in green on the attached exhibit and would be built according to Kern County 
Development Standards plate R-22 (24’ half-width). Mahan Street and the remaining portion of 
Las Flores (between Garth and Mahan) would be constructed to City of Ridgecrest Secondary 
street improvement standards (35’ paved half widths). The Las Flores section would include full 
width improvements but Mahan would only be constructed to half width.   These streets that 
share a border with the county, will ultimately be constructed to the Plate R-22 standard on the 
opposite side of the street.   So, we are proposing that the same improvement standard apply to 
the City side of these streets.   Ultimately, both sides of the street will look the same. 
 
These reduced street standards will help us to make this project financially feasible.   The larger 
20,000 and 40,000 sf lots cannot support the cost of full city street improvements, nor are they 
needed.   These large lots will have less street traffic and less need for on-street parking.   The 
perimeter streets are also expensive to construct.   The county standard roads are less expensive 
to build and will match the rural character of this setting. 
 
Please give this request serious consideration.   We know that there are a lot of people who like 
this project.   It will be unique to the City.   We also know that the City has to give the concerns of 
the Navy, due consideration.   We feel that this proposal is a balance of all these considerations.   
We would like to see a project approved that is financially feasible and compatible with the 
mission of the Navy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Derrill G. Whitten, PE, LS 
President 
CORNERSTONE ENGINEERING, INC. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 09-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST 
DELETING CHAPTER XIII OF THE RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE 
(“CODE”) AND AMENDING THE CODE AS IT RELATES TO CHAPTER XIII, 
SECTIONS 13-1 TO 13-6.2, COMMUNITY WIDE UNIVERSAL (MANDATORY) 
CURBSIDE SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICE  

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST THAT 
CHAPTER XIII IS DELETED AND AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

 
“CHAPTER XIII 

SANITATION SOLID WASTE, YARD WASTE AND HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 

 
13-1 Purpose and Scope. The provisions of this chapter are adopted to preserve, 
protect and promote the health, safety and welfare of the public with respect to 
sanitation and provide a community wide universal (mandatory) curbside solid waste & 
recycling residential service and on site commercial recycling service.   
 
13-1.2 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases 
shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 
 
“Authorized private containers” means a waste or recycling storage and collection 
receptacle. 
 
“Administrative Authority” shall mean the City Manager and his duly authorized 
representatives. 
 
“Bulky waste” means and includes discarded large and small household and industrial 
appliances, discarded furniture, discarded tires, discarded carpets, discarded 
mattresses and similar large discarded items. 
 
“Commercial premises” means and includes all premises except residential premises. 
This term specifically includes, but is not limited to, any and all facilities operated by or 
for the benefit of city, county, special districts, school districts, state, federal (including 
the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake within the Corporate limits), and other 
governmental entities within the city, unless exempt by law from the application of the 
requirements of this section to their premises. All structures on the same legal parcel 
which are owned by the same person shall be considered as one “commercial 
premises.” 
 
“Compostables” means and includes vegetable, yard and wood wastes which are not 
hazardous waste and any other organic wastes which are capable of controlled 
biological decomposition, excluding hazardous waste and any animal waste other than 
manure. 
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“Franchisee” means and includes any entity and any agents or employees thereof with 
whom the city has duly contracted under a franchise agreement hereinafter set out in 
this code to collect, transport through the streets, alleys or public ways of the city and to 
dispose of solid waste, yard waste and/or recyclable materials produced and discarded 
within the limits of the city. 
 
“Garbage” means and includes any kitchen and table refuse, offal, swill and also every 
accumulation of animal and vegetable refuse, and other matter that results from or 
attends the preparation, processing, consumption, dealing in, handling, packing, 
canning, storage, transportation, decay or decomposition of meats, fish, fowl, birds, 
fruits, vegetables, grains or other animal or vegetable matter, and all dead animals of 
less than ten pounds in weight, except those slaughtered for human consumption. It 
also includes bottles, glass, tin vessels, ashes and all refuse save and excepting 
rubbish, stable matter, yard waste, any type of hazardous waste, and recyclables which 
have been separated by the generator for recycling. 
 
“Household hazardous waste” means and includes all toxic, corrosive, flammable, 
ignitable and reactive waste. “Household hazardous waste” also means and includes 
waste material that is purchased by the general public for household use which, 
because of their quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious 
characteristics, may pose a substantial known or potential hazard to human health or 
the environment when improperly stored, treated, disposed of or otherwise managed. 
 
“Household hazardous waste collector” means and includes any entity and any agents 
or employees thereof with whom the city has duly contracted under the terms 
hereinafter set out in this chapter, to collect, transport through the streets, alleys or 
public ways of the city and to dispose of household hazardous waste generated and/or 
discarded within the limits of the city. 
 
“Litter” means garbage, refuse, and rubbish, as defined herein, and other solid waste 
material which, if thrown or deposited as hereinafter prohibited tends to create a danger 
to the public health, safety and welfare. 
 
“Multiple-unit dwelling” means any residential premises containing four or more 
separate units. 
 
“Park” means a park, reservation, playground, recreation center or other public area in 
the city owned, leased, or used by the city or county and devoted to active and passive 
recreation. 
 
“Person” means and includes an individual, firm, corporation, limited liability company, 
association, partnership, political subdivision, government agency, municipality, 
industry, public or private corporation, or any other entity whatsoever. 
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“Premises” means and includes any land, building and/or structure, or portion thereof, in 
the city where solid waste, yard waste or household hazardous waste is produced, 
generated, or accumulated. All structures on the same legal parcel which are owned by 
the same person shall be considered as one premises. 
 
“Public Place” means streets, sidewalks, boulevards, alleys, or other public right-of-
ways, public parks, squares, spaces, grounds, and buildings and portions of private 
properties held open to the public. 
 
“Recyclable materials” means and includes discarded solid waste having a monetary 
value which may be sorted, cleansed, treated, processed, and/or reconstituted, and 
which is segregated for the purpose of reuse or recycling, including, but not limited to, 
separated paper, glass, cardboard, plastic, ferrous materials or aluminum. 
 
“Recyclables” means and includes materials having a monetary value which are 
capable of being recycled, reclaimed, or reused in any way. 
 
“Refuse” means and includes all types of solid wastes, including garbage, rubbish, 
stable matter, recyclables which have not been separated by the generator from other 
solid waste for recycling, all matter and materials which are rejected by owners or 
generators thereof as offensive or useless and which by their presence or accumulation 
may injuriously affect the health, comfort or safety of the community by increasing 
disease or hazard by fire, and any other solid waste, but excluding any type of 
hazardous waste and yard waste, and body wastes. 
 
“Residential premises” means and includes any premises used or designed for use for 
residential purposes, irrespective of whether residence therein is transient, temporary, 
or permanent. Residential premises shall not include hotels, motels, lodge house, clubs, 
tourist camps, recreational vehicle or trailer camps, churches, business, and industrial 
premises containing more than one dwelling unit or upon which any commercial or 
industrial occupation is conducted. 
 
“Rubbish” means and includes all treated wood, treated wood products, printed matter, 
paper, pasteboard, rags, straw, used and discarded clothing, used and discarded shoes 
and boots, combustible waste pulp, and other products such as are used for packaging 
or wrapping crockery, ashes, cinders, floor sweepings, mineral or metallic substances, 
earth, rock, used, demolished or discarded building materials, and other waste material 
not included in the definition of garbage, hazardous waste or yard waste. 
 
“Sharps” means any needles, syringes, and lancets used for application, removal, or 
testing needed for medication, fluid sampling, or any other application. 
 
“Solid waste” means and includes all putrescible and nonputrescible solid and semisolid 
waste, including garbage, trash, refuse, paper, rubbish, ashes, industrial wastes, 
demolition and construction wastes, manure, vegetable or animal solid and semisolid 
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wastes, discarded recyclables which have not been separated by the generator from 
other solid wastes for recycling and other discarded solid and semisolid waste. 
 
Solid waste does not include abandoned vehicles or parts thereof. 
 
Solid waste does not include household hazardous waste, hazardous waste or low-level 
radio-active waste regulated under Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 114960 of Part 
9) of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 
Solid waste does not include medical waste which is regulated pursuant to the Medical 
Waste Management Act (Part 14 (commencing with Section 117600) of Division 104 of 
the Health and Safety Code). 
 
Solid waste does not include dewatered, treated or chemically fixed sewage sludge or 
any other type of processed sludge or biosolids, whether or not it is hazardous waste. 
 
Solid waste does not include “yard waste” as defined in subsection of this section. 
 
Solid waste does not include items which would be recyclable materials but for the fact 
that they are personally separated from other solid waste by the generator thereof and 
are donated or sold to third parties. For purposes of this chapter, no donation or sale 
shall be deemed to have occurred in any instance where a generator directly or 
indirectly pays the third party any sum (including without limit as a consulting fee, 
container rental or other fee or tangible consideration) either: (1) in lieu of being directly 
charged for collecting, transporting, processing or recycling such item, or (2) to offset 
the payment to the generator for the purported sale of such item to the third party.  Nor 
shall the receipt of a discount of or reduction in the disposal service rate on 
unsegregated solid waste containing such an item be deemed to be the donation or sale 
of such an item to a third party. 
 
“Universal Service” means mandatory solid waste and yard waste collection service. 
 
“Waste” means garbage, litter, refuse, and rubbish. 
 
“Yard waste” means and includes all tree and shrubbery trimmings, grass, weeds, 
leaves, or other organic material or garden trimmings. 
 
13-1.3 Deposit in Public Place and Accumulation Prohibited 
(a) No person shall throw, deposit, keep, accumulate, permit, or cause any solid waste, 
yard waste, except that being actively composted, or any type of hazardous waste to be 
thrown, deposited, kept or accumulated upon any public or private lot or parcel of land, 
or on any public or private place, street, lane, alley, drive, gutter, drain facilities, park, 
vacant lot, backyard, side yard or front yard, or to store or to keep the same, unless the 
same is kept, deposited, stored or allowed to accumulate as provided in this chapter. 
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(b) Persons placing waste or litter in pubic receptacles or private receptacles shall do so 
in such a manner as to prevent it from being carried or deposited by the elements upon 
a public place. 
 
(c) Any such deposit or accumulation of solid waste, yard waste or hazardous waste in 
violation of this provision shall be deemed a public nuisance, and the person owning, 
leasing, occupying or having charge or possession of any premises in violation of this 
section shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter IV Article 15. 
 
13-2 Collection 
 
13-2.1 Collection – Contract – Exclusive – Exceptions. 
(a) At such time as there is in force a contract entered into by the city with any entity (to 
be known as “franchisee”) for the collection of solid waste and/or yard waste and/or 
recyclable materials, it is unlawful for any person, other than the persons in the employ 
of the franchisee, or its agents, having such contract, to collect, haul or transport any 
solid waste or yard waste or recyclable materials within the city, except as otherwise set 
forth in this chapter or as provided by law. 
 
(b) Notwithstanding the above, franchisee shall not have the exclusive right to collect, 
haul, transport or dispose of the following types of solid waste or yard waste: 
 
1. Garden trimmings and yard waste when removed and transported by the gardening 
service performing the gardening; 
 
2. Rubbish generated by construction and demolition which is accumulated as the result 
of new construction, structure demolition or modification, when: 
 
a. The building or demolition/modification contractor owns and operates the hauling 
equipment necessary to remove and haul the demolished construction and modification 
rubbish generated, or 
 
b. The construction and demolition rubbish generated is hauled by a vehicle or trailer 
commonly known as an “end dump” which vehicle or trailer must have a non-detachable 
debris container with an open top and cannot be capable of loading itself and the driver 
remains with the vehicle while it is being loaded, provided further that equivalent 
services or equipment are not available from the contractor, or 
 
c. The building or demolition/modification contractor disposes of construction and 
demolition rubbish at the county landfill servicing the City to facilitate reporting of that 
diversion data back to the City. 
 
3. A building or demolition/modification contractor may not subcontract for construction 
and demolition rubbish hauling services except as is set forth in Section (B)(2)(b), 
above; 
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4. Solid waste or yard waste which must be removed only as incident to the infrequent 
clearing of a premise(s) and when a vehicle or container of no greater than five cubic 
yards capacity is used to remove the solid waste or yard waste; 
 
5. Rubbish, yard waste or bulky waste created or produced by a resident or his or her 
household and hauled or transported by the resident of the premises, provided the 
same is kept, hauled or transported under a covered load and disposed of at the landfill 
under the rules and regulations prescribed in this chapter. 
 
(c) This section shall not limit the collection of hauling of solid waste, yard waste or 
recyclables to a landfill, transfer facility or recycle facility by a private party who is the 
business owner, home owner, residential property owner or residential tenant.  This 
subsection shall not waive the requirement of paying for waste collection services. 
 
13-2.2 Collection – Solid Waste/Yard Waste – Owner Obligations. 
(a) Every owner of residential or commercial premises occupied by any person shall 
subscribe for and pay the franchisee for solid waste and yard waste collection and 
disposal and at such rates as may be set by franchisee and approved by resolution of 
the City Council from time to time.  
 
(b) The owner of any occupied single-family residential premises shall subscribe to and 
pay for solid waste and yard waste collection service made available to the occupied 
single-family residential premises by the franchisee and shall place at a location 
designated by franchisee in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, a container 
or containers provided by franchisee, for deposit of solid waste and yard waste in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter and as set forth from time to time by 
franchisee upon reasonable notice to generator. 
 
(c) Nothing in this section is intended to prevent any arrangement, or the continuance of 
an existing arrangement under which payments for garbage collection service are made 
by a tenant or tenants, or any agent, on behalf of the owner. However, any such 
arrangement will not affect the owner’s obligation as provided herein. 
 
(d) Upon reasonable notice from franchisee, owners of single-family residential 
premises shall comply with such mandatory waste separation requirements, including, 
but not limited to, separation of solid waste, yard waste and/or recyclable materials as 
set forth from time to time by franchisee and as approved by the City Council. 
 
(e) It shall be the duty of every person in possession, charge, or control of any property 
within the city to keep such property in a sanitary condition. For the purposes of this 
section, sanitary condition means all parts of such property are free and clear of any 
accumulation of combustible or non-combustible garbage or waste. 
 
13-2.3 Collection – Solid Waste/Yard Waste – Single-Unit Residential – 
Frequency. 



Ordinance No. 09-01 
Page 7 
 
(a) There shall be at least one solid waste (excluding uncontainerized bulky waste) and 
yard waste collection per week for all single-unit residential premises. 
 
(b) Uncontainerized bulky waste shall be collected by franchisee upon the request of the 
generator, at the rate set by franchisee and approved by the City Council. 
 
13-2.4 Collection – Solid Waste/Yard Waste – Multi-Unit Residential and 
Commercial Premises – Frequency. 
(a) Franchisee shall collect solid waste and yard waste on such days and at such 
frequencies as the generator or owner and franchisee shall mutually determine, 
provided that collection shall be performed at least once each seven days. 
 
(b) Upon reasonable notice from franchisee, owners of multi-family residential premises 
and commercial premises shall comply with such mandatory waste separation 
requirements, including, but not limited to, separation of solid waste, yard waste and/or 
recyclable materials as set forth from time to time by franchisee and as approved by the 
City Council. 
 
13-2.5 Collection – Solid Waste/Yard Waste – Fees. 
 
(a) Any person or business from whom solid waste or yard waste is collected under the 
provisions of this chapter shall pay to the franchisee, or other persons designated by the 
City Council to receive the same, such fee as may be set by the franchisee and 
approved by the City Council by resolution from time to time for said services. 
 
(b) Multi-unit residential premises with five or more units shall be treated as commercial 
premises for purposes of collection service and fees. 
 
(c) Residential premises of two, three or four units, condominium properties and mobile 
home parks shall have the option of receiving service and being billed as either 
individual subscribers with each unit having its own residential service, or as a 
commercial subscriber with the entire complex receiving commercial service and being 
billed as one commercial account. Such determination shall be made by the property 
owner and communicated to franchisee. 
 
(d) A low income fee will be approved by resolution of the City Council. 
 
(e) Payment of such fees shall be the responsibility of the property owner. 
 
13-2.6 Collection – Interference Prohibited. 
(a) It is unlawful for any person in any manner to interfere with the collection and/or 
disposal of solid waste, yard waste, recyclable materials or household hazardous waste 
by any person authorized by license, franchise or contract to collect and dispose of 
same. 
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(b) It is unlawful for any person other than the authorized franchisee designated by the 
city, or an agent or employee thereof, to remove any item from receptacle once placed 
for collection by the city or Franchised Hauler. 
 
13-3 Solid Waste 
 
13-3.1 Solid Waste, Yard Waste, Hazardous Waste – Burning. It is unlawful for any 
person to burn or cause to be burned in the city any solid waste, yard waste or 
hazardous waste of any kind or nature. 
 
13-3.2 Solid Waste, Yard Waste, Hazardous Waste – Burying. It is unlawful for any 
person to bury any solid waste, yard waste, except that being actively composted, or 
hazardous waste at any place within the city, unless otherwise provided in this chapter 
 
13-2.4 Solid Waste, Yard Waste – Receptacles. 
(a) It is unlawful for any person to keep, accumulate or permit to be accumulated any 
waste or yard waste, except yard waste being actively composted, upon any lot or 
parcel of land, or on any public or private place, street, lane, alley, gutter, drain facilities, 
park, vacant lot, backyard, side yard or front yard, unless the same is in receptacles 
provided by or approved by franchisee as set forth in this chapter. Such receptacles are 
to be provided with close-fitting lids or covers which shall be kept closed at all times, 
except when necessarily opened to permit solid waste or yard waste to be taken there 
from or deposited therein. 
 
(b) Every person in possession, charge or control of a residential establishment, 
boardinghouse, restaurant, hotel, motel, apartment, eating house, lodge hall, club, 
tourist camp, trailer camp, church, business, or industrial establishment or lot containing 
more than one dwelling unit or upon which any commercial or industrial occupation is 
conducted within the city shall provide, or cause to be provided, portable receptacles as 
determined by the city to contain the amount of waste ordinarily accumulating at such 
place during the intervals between collections. Such receptacle shall be designated by 
the city. The containers shall be filled no more than level full and shall have the lids of 
such portable receptacles kept closed or shall be kept covered if a lid is not available, 
except when depositing waste, to prevent the loss of any waste material. 
 
(c) On the specified collection days, the receptacles shall be placed so as to be readily 
accessible for removal and emptying of the material contained therein as specified by 
the franchisee and in compliance with Section of this Municipal Code. 
 
1. Receptacles shall be placed, as required by the Franchised Hauler, within five (5) feet 
of the public place on collection days and shall be readily accessible for collection. 
 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Chapter, persons storing waste in containers 
may request the Franchised Hauler to enter upon their residential establishment to 
collect such containers. 
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3. Waste shall be enclosed in closable retainers in such a manner so that no portion of 
the waste shall leak or spill out during the period of storage, prior to, or during its 
collection. 
 
13-3.4 Solid Waste Solid Waste, Yard Waste – Collection – Exclusive Right. 
(a) It is unlawful for any person other than the authorized franchisee designated by the 
city, or an agent or employee thereof, to collect or convey through the streets, alleys or 
other public thoroughfares of the city any solid waste, yard waste, recyclable materials, 
or any other matter offensive to the sight or smell, or collect or dispose of the same, and 
except as otherwise provided by law. 
 
(b) This section shall not apply to any properly licensed and permitted Landscaping 
Service, Handyman Service, or Yard Cleanup Service business or individuals providing 
assistance to senior or incapacitated citizens.  Businesses and individuals providing 
such service shall show proof of lawful disposition of any waste collected and disposed 
of under this exception. 
 
(c) Every person who owns, and every person who occupies, any developed real 
property within the city, whether residential or otherwise shall make an agreement for 
waste collection with the city or Franchised Hauler. 
 
(d) Every person requiring collection service pursuant to this Chapter shall apply for 
such service and shall agree the city shall be held harmless for any loss occasioned by 
such entry upon such property. Applications for service pursuant to the provisions of the 
Chapter shall be in the form provided by the franchisee. 
 
13-4 Household Hazardous Waste 
 
13-4.1 Household Hazardous Waste Disposal – Owner Obligations. 
(a) Household hazardous waste disposed of within the city limits may only be disposed 
of at a licensed and permitted household hazardous waste collection facility. 
 
(b) No household hazardous waste shall be included in or combined with generator’s 
weekly solid waste or yard waste. 
 
13-5 Transportation of Solid Waste and Other Disposals. 
 
13-5.1 Transportation. In addition to any state or federal requirements, no solid waste, 
yard waste or hazardous waste of any kind or nature shall be removed and carried on or 
along the streets and alleys of the city by any person, including franchisee, except when 
the same is carried, conveyed or hauled in any truck, vehicle or trailer so constructed as 
to be reasonably dustproof and leak proof, and so arranged as not to permit dust, debris 
or other matter to sift through, leak onto or fall upon the streets and alleys.  The 
contents of such truck, vehicle or trailer must be further protected with appropriate 
covers so as to prevent the same from being blown upon the streets, alleys and 
adjacent lands. 
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13-5.2 Vehicle Maintenance. Every truck, vehicle or trailer used by franchisee in the 
collection of solid waste and/or yard waste shall be kept well painted and clean inside 
and out. 
 
13-5.3 Emergency Removal. Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prohibit the 
removal and hauling by any person other than the franchisee, materials considered by 
the health officer or police department to constitute a health menace of such a nature as 
necessary to be ordered by either of the officers to be promptly removed. 
 
13-6 Service Billing 
 
13-6.1 Billing Charges to be a Lien. 
(a) All billing for waste collection shall be made by the franchisee. All charges shall 
become delinquent ninety days after billing date. 
 
(b) If the bill remains unpaid after the billing due date the franchisee shall be entitled to 
a late charge as approved by resolution by the City Council.  Franchisee shall provide 
notice of the late charge on the subsequent bill. 
 
(c) The City will implement a process to collect any delinquent fees the franchisee may 
hold. The City shall charge an administrative fee to the franchisee for such assistance. 
The City, in an effort to collect these delinquent fees, may place a lien upon the 
residential property to which the waste collection services were provided 
 
13-6.2 Federal and State Law Controlling. The provisions of this chapter shall be 
subject to changes made in any government contract entered into by the federal 
government or any state or federal law enacted concerning garbage, rubbish, solid 
waste, yard waste or hazardous waste disposal in and from public housing units within 
the city limits. 
 
13-6.3 Violations. 
(a) Any person who violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter 
on two or fewer occasions within one year shall be guilty of an infraction for each of the 
first two violations and shall be punished as provided in Chapter 1.2.101 
 
(b) Any person who violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter 
on three or more occasions within one year shall be guilty of a misdemeanor for each 
subsequent violation after the second violation committed within the one year period 
and shall be punished as provided in Chapter 1.2.103.” 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Ridgecrest hereby ordains as 
follows: 
 
1. This ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and operation from and after 
thirty (30) days after its final passage and adoption. The City Clerk shall certify to the 
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passage and adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause this Ordinance to be published 
as set forth below. 
 
2. At least five (5) days prior to its final adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be 
posted in at least three (3) prominent and public locations in the City; and a notice shall 
be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Ridgecrest, 
setting forth the title of this Ordinance, the date of its introduction and the places where 
this Ordinance is posted. Within fifteen (15) days following final adoption, a summary of 
the Ordinance with the names of the council members and votes shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation. 
 
Introduced and first read at a meeting of the City Council of the City of Ridgecrest held 
the 2nd day of March , 2009. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of said City Council held the 18th day of 
March, 2009 by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
 
            
       Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 09-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF RIDGECREST AMENDING CHAPTER III, SECTION 5-
703, OF THE RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE (“CODE”) 
AS IT RELATES TO THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF TRASH 
COLLECTION 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST AS 
FOLLOWS:  

 
1. PURPOSE: 
  This ordinance amends Chapter III, Section 5-703, of the Code by giving the City 
Council the right to grant an exclusive franchise for the purpose of trash collection. 
 
2. AMENDMENT: 
 Chapter III, Section 5-703, of the Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
“CHAPTER III 

DIVISION 7.  TRASH COLLECTION 
 
3-5.703 Trash Collection Franchise. An exclusive Trash Collection Franchise to serve 
customers within all or any portion of the City may be granted by the City Council by 
ordinance pursuant to the provisions of this Division.”  
 
3.   EFFECTIVE DATE:  
 This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from the date of adoption. 
 
4.  OTHER:  
 The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this ordinance and 
shall cause this ordinance to be published in the manner required by law. 
 
5. OTHER. 
 Except as provided herein, the Ridgecrest Municipal Code is hereby reaffirmed 
and readopted. 
 
6.   EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from the date of adoption. 
 
7.  OTHER. 
 The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this ordinance and 
shall cause this ordinance to be published in the manner required by law. 
 
 I, Rita Gable, City Clerk of the City of Ridgecrest, do hereby certify the foregoing 
ordinance was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading on the 2nd day of 
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March, 2009, and placed upon its second reading and adoption at a regular meeting of 
the City Council on the 18th day March 2009, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
           
      Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 09- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL 
ANNOUNCING PROCLAMATIONS PREPARED FOR THE 
MONTH OF MARCH 2009 AND SCHEDULED DATE OF 
PRESENTATION 

 
 The Ridgecrest City Council receives requests for presentation of ceremonial 
proclamations for various events and observations. The following proclamations have 
been processed and will be presented at location, date and time shown below: 
 
Proclamation titles with Date, Time and Location of Presentations 
 

Respect for Law Week - Week of March 23 - 28, 2009  
 City Hall, March 20 at 12:00 noon. 
 
Honoring Local Law Enforcement Officers of The Year - California Highway 
Patrol, China Lake Police Department, Kern County Probation Department, 
Kern County Sheriff's Department, and Ridgecrest Police Department 
 Respect for Law dinner at Elks Lodge, March 27 at 5:30 p.m. 

 
 APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of March 2009 by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN" 
 
            
       Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO 09- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL APPROVING 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF RIDGECREST AND THE 
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION  

 
 WHEREAS, The Social Security Administration (SSA) is requesting that the City 
of Ridgecrest enter into a one year agreement allowing Social Security to use the Kerr 
McGee Community Center meeting rooms one day per month;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, The service they will provide will be through a Video Service 
Delivery (VSD) monitor that will have a live feed to the SSA offices in Lancaster, 
California; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Volunteers will be coordinated by Social Security and will set up the 
VSD monitor, provide assistance as needed, keep the room/participants organized and 
store the VSD monitor when complete in a storage area within Kerr McGee Community 
Center; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Staff and City Attorney have reviewed the agreement and have 
made corrections that were understood by SSA. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Ridgecrest approves the agreement with the corrections as presented. 
 
  APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of March 2009, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
            
       Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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AGREEMENT 
between 

City of Ridgecrest 
and 

The Social Security Administration 
 

 
I.       Purpose   
 
This agreement, entered into by and between the City of Ridgecrest, whose address is 100 W. 
California Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA  93555 and the Social Security Administration (SSA), 
Lancaster California Regional Office,  sets forth the responsibilities of the parties to a pilot 
project, known as the Video Service Delivery project, which enables SSA to expand its 
assistance to claimants in remote locations through real-time video conferencing in a public 
facility setting.  This project will test the impact of SSA’s Video Service Delivery initiative on its 
internal network and on the residents of Ridgecrest California locality. 
  
 
II.      Responsibilities of the Parties: 
 

A.  City of Ridgecrest will: 
 
1.  Permit SSA, at its (SSA) expense, to install an Integrated Services Digital Network 
(ISDN) line at the Kerr McGee Community Center in Ridgecrest, CA.  At the conclusion 
of the project, the wiring for the ISDN line will remain in place but service to the line will 
be discontinued. 
 
2.  Provide secure space for a Polycom HDX video terminal at the City of Ridgecrest. 
 
3.  Provide limited assistance to the members of the public wishing to use the SSA 
equipment.   Done by SSA Volunteers. 
 
4.  Ensure that Facility employees understand that they will not have access to SSA 
data or systems.  Done by SSA Volunteers. 
 
5.  Ensure that Facility employees will gather any personal belongings or records left at 
the Facility by claimants and mail the belongings or records to the SSA Field Office at 
Lancaster California.   Done by SSA Volunteers 
 
6.  Ensure that facility employees who gather the belongings or records will not use or 
disclose to any other party information contained in a claimant’s records or belongings.  
 
7.  Ensure that employees will take reasonable steps to protect the Polycom HDX video 
terminal from damage, misuse, or theft.  These steps will include such things as locking 
the door to the video room while not in use and watching for unusual or suspicious 
behavior.   
 
8.  Assume liability for damage to the SSA equipment resulting from its negligence or 
the negligence of its employees.  The Facility’s liability for damage to the SSA 
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equipment resulting from its negligence or the negligence of its employees will be 
limited to the amount needed to replace the damaged equipment.  However, the Facility 
will not be liable for accidental damage to the equipment. 
 
9.  Keep records concerning the number of individuals using the SSA equipment 
installed for the Video Service Delivery project, and share these records with SSA.  
These statistics may be incorporated into the Facility’s Annual Report and shared with 
the Facility’s Board.  Done by SSA Volunteers. 
 
10. Provide feedback to SSA on the use and effectiveness of the Video Service Delivery 
Project.  Done by SSA Volunteers. 
 
B.   SSA will: 
 
1.  Assume responsibility for the installation, maintenance, monthly fees and upgrade of 
an ISDN line and a Polycom HDX video terminal. 
 
2.  Take reasonable steps to protect the Facility from damage resulting from this 
agreement.  Such steps will include careful installation of the ISDN line, as well as 
installing/maintaining the project equipment outside of the Facility’s computer network to 
help maintain systems security.   
 
3.  Require its contractor to be sufficiently bonded and insured.  Documentation of this 
bonding and insurance will be provided to the Facility prior to installation of the ISDN 
line.   
 
4.  Provide information on the use of the equipment to its customers. 
 
5.  Keep records concerning the number of individuals using the SSA equipment 
installed for the Video Service Delivery project, and share these records with the Facility. 
 
6.  Provide feedback to       Facility on the use and effectiveness of the Video Service 
Delivery Project. 

  
III. Duration 

 
This agreement shall commence upon the day and date last signed and executed by each 
party’s duly authorized agent and shall remain in full force and effect for a period one year.  At 
the end of the year, both parties will have the option of renewing or terminating the agreement.  
Modifications to this agreement must be in writing and agreed to by the parties.  This 
agreement may be terminated by either party upon sixty (60) days advance written notice, 
which shall be delivered by hand or by certified mail. 
 
IV. Financial Arrangements 

 
SSA shall not be responsible for reimbursing the Facility for any costs incurred by the Facility 
pursuant to this Agreement.  SSA shall have no liability to the Facility for any damages to the 
Facility resulting from this agreement.  Each party shall be responsible for any financial loss or 
other loss incurred by that party as a result of its own negligence or the negligence of its 
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employees. The Facility has no expectation of any payment for services or rent from SSA.  
Both parties agree to a $25/mo payment for phone access at City of Ridgecrest Kerr McGee 
Community Center. 

 
V.   Points of Contact 
   

The Facility:  City of Ridgecrest 
Name:  Pam Pearson or Jim Ponek 
Address: 100 W. California Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA  93555 
Phone:  760-499-5151 
 
SSA: 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 

 
VI. Privacy 
 
Both parties will respect the privacy of the Facility’s patrons and SSA claimants, and will work 
closely to ensure the highest level of protection from unauthorized disclosure of personally 
identifiable information.  Personally identifiable information means any information with an 
individual’s name, address, social security number, date or place of birth, mother’s maiden 
name, or any other information that is linked to a particular individual.  To safeguard the 
public’s privacy, no personally identifiable information relating to the Facility’s patrons or SSA 
claimants will be exchanged between SSA and the Facility.   
 
VII.  Integration Clause  
 
This agreement constitutes the entire arrangement of the parties with respect to its subject 
matter.  There have been no representations, warranties or promises made outside of this 
agreement.  This agreement shall take precedence over any other documents that may be in 
conflict with it. 
 
VIII. Signatures 

 
The signatories below warrant and represent that they have the competent authority on behalf 
of their respective agencies to enter into the obligations set forth in this letter of intent. 
 
Facility Signature: ________________________   Date: ___________ 
 
SSA Signature:   _________________________   Date: ___________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 09- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL SETTING THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS FINDINGS 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Ridgecrest receives Transportation Development Act 
funds for various transportation uses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing must be held to determine if there are any “Unmet 
Needs that are Reasonable to Meet” in the public transportation system; 
  
 WHEREAS, a Notice of Public Hearing must be published prior to the hearing 
date; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of 
Ridgecrest, does hereby set the public hearing for unmet transit needs for May 6, 2009 
at 6:30 p.m., approve the Notice of Public Hearing, and direct the City Clerk to publish 
the notice. 
 
 APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of March, 2009, by the following 
vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
             
       Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 09- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL 
APPROVING EXPENDITURE OF PROPOSITION 1B FUNDS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $415,000 FOR CONSTRUCTING A NEW 
STREET: BOWMAN AVENUE BETWEEN MAHAN STREET AND 
DOWNS STREET  

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Ridgecrest has been allocated $415,000 in Proposition 
1B funds by the State of California, and  
 
 WHEREAS, City has proposed to expend these Proposition 1B funds to 
construct Bowman Avenue from Mahan Street to Downs Street 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the City Council of the City of 
Ridgecrest approves the expenditure of $415,000 in Proposition 1B funds to construct 
Bowman Avenue from Mahan Street to Downs Street 
 
 APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of March, 2009 by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
            
       Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 

 
City Council Chambers        February 18, 2009 
100 West California Avenue            6:30 p.m. 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 
 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency.  Meetings are recorded for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Steven Morgan, Mayor Pro Tem Ronald Carter, Vice Mayor 

Thomas Wiknich, and Council Members Marshall Holloway and 
Jerry Taylor 

 
STAFF: Michael Avery, City Manager; Keith Lemieux, City Attorney; Rita 

Gable, City Clerk; Tyrell Staheli, Budget Officer, Administrative 
Services Department; Jim McRea, Public Services Department; 
Dennis Speer, Public Works Director, Jim Ponek, Parks, Recreation 
And Cultural Affairs Department Director; Ronald Strand, Chief of 
Police; and other personnel 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

City Manager Avery suggested that items 3 and 4 be reversed on the agenda. 
 
Moved by Council Member Holloway, second Council Member Carter TO 
APPROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED.  No public comment.  Carried with a 
voice vote of 5 ayes. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor Morgan 
 
INVOCATION – Silent Moment 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

 Closed Session - none 
 Other - none 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Due to technical difficulties with audio-video equipment this presentation was delayed 
until after the budget presentation. 
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1. TRANE Peer Review               Bradley 
 
Mr. Thomas E Spence, P.E., owner of Project Build organization gave the presentation 
using \ detailed PowerPoint slides. 
 

The City of Ridgecrest has engaged in engineering and project development of 
the Civic Center Complex for development of a design build Energy 
Modernization and Efficiency Improvement Project. This has been completed by 
the Trane organization. 
 
The City has also contracted with Project Build to perform a separate feasibility 
audit and peer review of this project design and engineering. This review is now 
complete and ready for presentation to City Council. 

 
Mayor opened floor to public questions 
 
Dave Matthews 
• Previous PV had output but haven’t see anything on usage 

o They are there 
• Can we or can we not put electricity back to SCE  

o We are and we do receive energy credits – a lot of our savings will come with 
rebates for the project 

• Why can we not store energy 
o It requires a low balancing storage (batteries) and is not cost effective unless 

it were an emergency 
 
Robert Eireman 
• When was the energy efficiency audit done to size the PV 
• Cannot build unit any larger than last year's unit 
• Noting info from California Solar Initiative Handbook 
• Appalled at the total lack of knowledge of the people involved in this project 
• Have to pay application fee, has it been done 

o Craig Bradley and Mr. Eireman will meet at 8 am tomorrow 
 
Mike Neel 
•  What about a change of street lighting in town 
• He hasn't seen this in the project 

o There have been discussions on the street lighting 
o City Organization Committee made decision not to fold into this project 
o 95 % of street lights are owned by Southern California Edison 

• Questioning what were additional man hours to run the system going to be and are 
they included here 

• How are you going to clean the solar panels and are those costs included 
• What is the life expectancy of the solar panels 
 
Al Huey 
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• On rebate - what was the time frame on applying for that 

o Rebate or incentive – rebate 1.5M on PV applied for approximately 9 months 
ago no cut off but a milestone to reach mid March 

• CEC credit a form that says you can use energy savings to get credit but nothing 
said about rebates 

o This has to do with the loan with CED 
• Questions on design - talked about a tower, is it air or water 
• If water you are talking about chemicals and treatment 

o The towers are water and the chillers are air cooled and located near the 
central plant 

 
Robert Eierman 
• CEC website says it is not a rebate but a reimbursement but project has to be 

economically viable 
• Cost of project divided by annual energy saving and resulting number must be less 

than 10 
 
2. Mid-Year Budget Report                Staheli 
 
Tyrell Staheli gave the report using a PowerPoint presentation. (A copy is in the Clerk’s 
agenda packet.).  The report covers July 1 through December 31, 2008.  The report 
includes a financial overview, containing conventional summaries of actual to budget 
and rudimentary year end estimates based on current expenditure rates.  It highlights 
budgetary hot-spots and areas of concern. Review shows that we are OK for this FY. 
 
DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

First Council Meeting (1st Wednesday of the month) 
 
Public Services Department Director's Report 

 
Community Development Committee 

Members: Steve Morgan, Ron Carter, Eric Kauffman, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  1st Thursday of month at 5:30 p.m.; Council Conference Room 
Next meeting March 5 

 
RACVB 
Council Members Chip Holloway, Jerry Taylor 
Meetings:  3rd Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m. 
Next meeting and location to be announced 

 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department Director's Report 

 
Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee 

Members:  Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Craig Porter, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  4th Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting February 26 
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Youth Advisory Council 
 

Second Council Meeting (3rd Wednesday of the month) 
 

Public Works Department Director's Report - Dennis Speer 
• The department has five  operational divisions - Engineering, Wastewater, 

Streets, Fleet Maintenance and Transit 
• Engineering has released an RFP for design of W. Ridgecrest Boulevard that 

went out to 44 firms and one to Kern County  
• The Norma Street project will be funded 70% with Prop 1B - Church Avenue 

to W. Ridgecrest Boulevard - id 90% complete with bid in April 
• Per CalTRANS the signal at Ward avenue will be operational by September 

this year - need cooperative funding agreement with our cost at 255KKerncog 
concerned about the  

• Streets – pavement is in construction almost complete 
• Norma Street- Felspar Avenue sump has problem with drainage created dry 

wells 
• No U-turn on Ridgecrest Boulevard at Balsam Street - have installed new sign 

– sign has been placed in conformance with NSTDC 
• The pothole patcher activity going strong 
• The Street Superintendent has delineated 30 areas of concern 
• Have filled a number of 1 1/2 diameter 6 inches deep holes - 245 pot holes a 

month since August 
• Transit – RPF on transition study for consideration of deviated fixed route 
• Two firms replied and a panel will review the submissions 
• Wastewater – have purchased a sewer camera and it is being utilized in older 

assessment districts 
• Slides of its "discoveries" will be made for next presentation 
• Purchased sewer flow meter to use in various areas of town 
• Working out RFP for second wastewater treatment facility 
 
Infrastructure Committee 

Members:  Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Nellavan Jeglum 
Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 

Met February 10 
• Mr. Speer covered most of the topics from that meeting 
• Looking at projects for redevelopment and we need to review the list used for 

Measure N  
Next meeting March 10 

 
Dave Matthews 
• Norma Street to W. Ridgecrest Boulevard needs to be restriped 
 

Finance Department Director's Report 
Budget presentation 
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Given in the  
Police Department Chief’s Report - Ron Strand 
• Youth Advisory Council has a community project working with Kern County to 

get basketball courts in Jackson Park resurfaced and other rehab 
• First District Supervisor McQuiston said he would match 3-1 the funds kids 

raise. 
• BBQ at the Snack Shack had good turnout that realized about $200 
• Thanked Council Member Holloway for donation of box of hot dogs and buns 
• Tomorrow night is open house at the Police Department beginning at 6 p.m. 
• Will have demonstrations with K9 and taster and child ID and PACT and 

CERT 
• A lot of staff and traffic officers will be present to answer questions 
• Also recognition of officers and employees of the year at 5 pm 
• Nathan Lloyd is the Officer Of The Year and will be honored at the Elks Lodge 

Law Enforcement dinner 
• Working with Kern County on inter dept communications - ours does not work 

with them in the field 
• Kern County donated UHF radios to put in the cars 
• Would like to have radios on hips of all officers 
• Touched on the traffic collisions increase over the past year 
• Traffic citations are up over last year 
• Traffic flow has increase 
• Street motorcycle has aided in enforcement 
 
Mayor Morgan and Vice Mayor Wiknich will each donate $200 to Youth Advisory 
Council kids 
 
City Organization and Services Committee 

Members: Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Nellavan Jeglum, Lois Beres 
Meetings: 2nd Thursday of month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference Room 

Met February 12 
• TRANE was the main topic and discussion 
• Code Enforcement 

Next meeting February 26 special – next regular March 12 
 

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members:  Co-Chairs Ron Carter, Chip Holloway 
Meetings:  2nd Monday of odd numbered months at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-
McGee Center 
Next meeting March 9 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

 
Council Member Holloway should be at Board of Directors at League of California Cities 
and will be heading up in the morning.  AB32 asking to suspend 
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CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 
Town Hall scheduled for next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday - consensus was to keep 
it on track 
 
Mayor unavailable for March 4 meeting – should we move or cancel to March 3 feels 
the items on the agenda require all Council Members to attend – move to March 2 
 

Mayor Morgan recessed the meeting at 9:15 p.m. to reconvene at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Items 3 and 4 were taken in reverse order 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
On advice of City Attorney item 3 removed 
 
3. Introduction And First Reading, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The 

City Of Ridgecrest Deleting Chapter XIII And Amending The Ridgecrest 
Municipal Code As It Relates To Chapter XIII, Sanitation, Sections 13-1 To 
13-6.2; Community Wide Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste And 
Recycling Residential Service              McRea 
 
The provisions of this chapter are adopted to preserve, protect and promote the 
health, safety and welfare of the public with respect to sanitation and provide a 
community wide universal (mandatory) curbside solid waste and recycling 
residential service.   A Resolution for the Rate Schedule and sanitation solid 
waste, yard waste and household hazardous waste management program of 
service will be reviewed and discussed as part of the Public Hearing to be set for 
March 4, 2009 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
4. Status Report On The Compliance Order IWMA BR0707 And A Local 

Assistance Plan Required By The California Integrated Waste Management 
Board (CIWMB)                 McRea 

 
This staff report is a follow on status report on the interaction of the City and 
CIWMB.  As previously indicated, the City of Ridgecrest is under a Compliance 
Order IWMA BR0707 and a Local Assistance Plan required by the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB).  The City has been noticed for a 
Public Hearing; for Consideration of Administrative Civil Penalties, February 24, 
2009 in Sacramento, before the CIWMB.  

 
Mr. McRea 
• Went to Sacramento with Nancy York yesterday – four items of concern to be 

taken on February 24  - asked if they could be taken rescheduled to March 
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• Team meeting of CIWMB to consider rescheduling – called today and they 
continued hearing to March 24 

• Studies in 1990 were flawed – still want new characterization study 
• Still want a MVERP feasibility study –  
• Quarterly reports inadequate, delay in major program integration ordinance 

going to be adopted re diversion and recycling  
• They will not waiver on most of their curbside recycling for residences – 

recycling at commercial establishing – they are unhappy with our reports – 
blue bins 

• 28,038 population per California Department of Finance 
• Compliance order was issued in 2007 and we should have a base from 2006 
• MVERP study cost approximately 5-15K 
• Transfer station was discussed 
• If we are going to get out of this with a minimal fine we will have to do a 

material feasibility study 
 

Council 
 Issue is that this local assistance plan was presented to us and we (council) 

voted on it 
 We thought they would assist us 
 He personally thanked Assembly Member Jean Fuller for calling the Director 

of the Board and asked what is going on 
 We got a stay and got pushed back a month to March 
 Need to have our legal team to be in this with us 
 We are the only city in Kern County not in compliance 
 California City uses the dirty MVERP in Tehachapi 
 We have a serious issue and we need to work on this 
 Expect we will have a lot of public comment on this. 

 
Public comment 
 
Al Huey 
• Spoke with Mr. McRea earlier today considering present economic environment and 

now they are adding another cost on the residents 
• Single can, two or three needed 
• Those who haven’t had trash pickup as well as those who have 
• Dirty MERVP here or in Tehachapi has concern for the commercial recyclers in the 

community 
o Will have to educate the public to separate and take to recyclers 

• We have been down this road before probably too late to bring back the Solid Waste 
Committee 

• Benz told committee 87 or so percent of residents have curbside pickup 
• Now it is only 50% - that seems like a large difference 
 
Dave Matthews 
• Two acronyms - IWA what does that mean 

o No one knows 
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• How did the Board come into existence 

o There are five appointed members, 2 being from the public sector 
• Section 428145 of the Public Resource Code 
• Feels those on the Board do not know what they are doing 
• Feels we should complain to the Governor   
 
Mike Neel 
• At City Organization heard that 20% did not have pick up 
• A lot of people will be paying twice as much 
• Write letters in opposition and they will drop it 
• 10k of letters on his desk and they will drop 
• Cost to the community is about 1M 
• This has really ticked him off 
 
Arnold Porter 
• Under the California Constitution no executive branch administrative agency has the 

right to issue a fine 
• The purpose is to recycle materials and there are several recyclers in town that this 

seems to be to their detriment 
• These authorities were set up to help us not to hurt us 
 
City Attorney Lemieux noted that the proposed ordinance did a bit of damage to the 
current Municipal Code and suggested we remove from agenda and put on next 
meeting for first reading. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
5. Minutes Of The Special City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

January 10, 2009         Gable 
 
6. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency And Special 

Joint Meeting With the Planning Commission Of February 4, 2009 Gable 
 
7. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated January 30, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $467,236.44        Sloan 
 
8. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated January 30, 2009In The 

Amount Of $89,064.52        Sloan 
 

Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Carter TO 
APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  No public comment.  Carried with a 
voice vote of 5 ayes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 10:28 p.m. 
 

Daniel Romero 
• Came this evening to talk about the Census taking place in 2010 
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• 2M dollars will be distributed over the next ten years 
• It will be based on population 
• We need to encourage 100% participation in the Census 
• Need a proclamation and resolution for Census 2010 
• Campaign will be starting in March 
• 10 question form to start with and some will be selected for more questions 
• We will be trying to count each and every person as each person means 

money to the community 
 
Al Huey 
• The new agenda does not seem to be working as advertised 
• Addressed Mr. Romero - You can send me your form but you will only get one 

answer from me and that is how many people are living in that residence 
• Not your business how many toilets there are or how much money I make 
 
Dave Matthews 
• Agree with Al and that is his answer as well 
• Thanks for good work repaving west bound lanes on W. Drummond Avenue 
 
Mike Neel 
• Regarding minutes for January 10 one item on agenda was issue of City 

Council meals 
• Decision was to continue it which is not in favor of many on the street 
• He agrees with the elected mayor idea  
• With the form we have now it would not make a lot of difference 
• If it was like the Governor he would be more accountable to the people 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Carter 
 Putting appointment to Personnel Board on next agenda 

 
Holloway 

 Council concurred to pay for meals/reimburse the city but staff would be fed 
 Thanked Neel for letter to editor 
 It is worth the try to write letter 
 Rose Garden Inn has become a problem in the city and is not being used as 

a hotel 
 Asked if they are paying TOT occupied 7/24 365 days a year 
 Would like council and staff to  

 
Taylor 

 Relative to request would like to have whatever In his mailbox 
 
Wiknich 

 Email from Avery for putting in requests for funding under stimulus package 
 Like to have staff consideration to look at fee for street vendors 
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 There are more and more of them coming into town 
 How do we get sales tax when they sell 
 Code Enforcement boarded up house on S. China Lake Boulevard - what can 

we do about the eyesore when you first come in town 
 Florida has a law that says vacant building/house has to be kept clean and 

tidy 
 City/County Interactive Committee needs to be set up 

 
Morgan 

 Had interesting items on this agenda and yes it is close to 11 p.m. 
 Many more of these items will be coming forth 
 Open use of BLM land - he has Inyo and Sequoia management plan discs  
 Public meetings in the last couple of weeks on these plans with poor 

attendance 
 Need to be cognizant of the open space around the Trona plants as the plant 

and people are an asset to our city 
 Will be taking letters to the CIWMB when he goes 
 Thanked Mr. McRea for going to Sacramento 
 Thanked Craig Bradley for assisting with the technical difficulties 
 The staff reports out in the open are good 
 We will make adjustments as needed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Morgan adjourned the meeting at 10:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
           
      Rita Gable, City Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 

 
City Council Chambers              March 2, 2009 
100 West California Avenue            6:00 p.m. 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 
 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency.  Meetings are recorded for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Steven Morgan, Mayor Pro Tem Ronald Carter, Vice Mayor 

Thomas Wiknich, and Council Members Marshall Holloway and 
Jerry Taylor 

 
STAFF: Michael Avery, City Manager; Keith Lemieux, City Attorney; Eva 

Peterson, Executive Secretary; Tyrell Staheli, Budget Officer; Jim 
McRea, Public Services Department Director, Dennis Speer, Public 
Works Department Director; Jim Ponek, Parks, Recreation And 
Cultural Affairs Department Director; Ronald Strand, Chief of 
Police; and other personnel 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 

City Manager Avery requested moving item number 2 as the first discussion 
Item.   

 
Moved by Vice Mayor Wiknich, second by Council Member Jerry Taylor TO 
APPROVE THE AGENDA.  Carried with a vote of 5 ayes. 

 
 
CLOSED SESSION – 6:00 p.m. 
 

GC54956.9 Conference with Legal Counsel - Potential Litigation - California 
Integrated Waste Management Board and the City of Ridgecrest - 
Negotiators Michael Avery, James McRea and Nancy Ewert 

 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor Pro Tem Carter 
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INVOCATION Mayor Morgan called for a moment of silence 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

 Report out of Closed Session - Discussion regarding the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) - No Action Taken 

 
DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

First Council Meeting (1st Wednesday of the month) 
 
Public Services Department Director's Report (copy in the Agenda packet) 
Jim McRea, Public Services Director, presented an overview of each department 
in the Public Services Department.  He outlined some of following activities 
happening in his area: 

• March 17, 2009 working on Water Efficiency Ordinance with the Indian 
Wells Valley Water District 

• The department continues to work on the Super-WalMart project, 
Hampton Inn and other smaller hotels  

• Completion of General Plan is underway 
• Completion of a Solid Waste Ordinance is in progress 
• Five other studies are underway and in process 
• Bowman Channel project 
• Affordable housing and impact report 
• Reviewing the RDA senior project and home loan program 
• Reviewing Kern County’s request for Park funding 
• Bond issuance and landscaping for business park 
• Project at College Heights will start this year while other housing 

developments are on hold 
• Base and hospital projects are moving along 
• OEA Grant question - stated money will probably be awarded to the 

county vs. the city 
 
Mike Neel questioned the home loan program.  Jim McRea explained that the 
program is available to first time home buyers through the Redevelopment 
Agency and has been in place at the city since the year 2000.  Jim McRea stated 
that this is the only program the city currently has available.  Mike Neel 
commented that he feels it is an unfortunate practice of socialism. 

 
Community Development Committee 

Members: Steve Morgan, Ron Carter, Eric Kauffman, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  1st Thursday of month at 5:30 p.m.; Council Conference Room 
Next meeting March 17 
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RACVB 
Council Members Chip Holloway, Jerry Taylor 
Meetings:  1st Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m., 
Next meeting April 1 (no meeting in March) 

 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department Director's Report 
 (copy in the Agenda packet) 
Jim Ponek, Parks and Recreation Director, presented an overview of the Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department.  At today’s City Council meeting Jim 
focused on the “Parks” located throughout the city using PowerPoint as a visual 
aid.  Jim Ponek described the type of work done at each park and what the 
current needs are at each location.  He also pointed out Kerr-McGee, city 
medians, graffiti/vandalism and briefly described what the department is doing in 
those areas.  His next presentation will spotlight “Recreation” and provide more 
details into the “Kerr McGee Community Center.” 
 
Councilman Jerry Taylor asked about the camera that was supposed to be 
installed at one of the parks.  City Manager Avery stated it is under design.  
Mayor Morgan asked about prosecution of vandals and Jim Ponek replied that 
the Police Department has apprehended a few. 

 
Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee 

Members:  Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Craig Porter, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  4th Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting March 26 

 
Youth Advisory Council 
Jim Ponek had no update.  Mayor Pro Tem Carter commented for the 
Youth Advisory Committee stating the next meeting will take place on 
March 19th at 5:00pm 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 
 
Infrastructure next Tuesday at 5:00pm  

 
CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 

Mayor Morgan did not recess the meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. Status Report On The Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 And The Local 

Assistance Plan (LAP) Required By The California Integrated Waste 
Management Board (CIWMB) And Consideration Of An Administrative Civil 
Penalty                 McRea 
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The staff report is a continuation of the interaction between the City and CIWMB 
staff.  The County of Kern has provided invaluable assistance upon the 
authorization by   Mr. Douglas Landon, Interim Director, Waste Management 
Department.  Ms. Nancy L. Ewert, P.E., Sr. Engineering Manager, Kern County 
Waste Management Dept. has presented the position of both the City and the 
County to the CIWMB staff and was invited this evening for a brief presentation. 
The City received notice after the visitation to Sacramento, to meet with the 
various sections leaders that the Public Hearing scheduled for February 24, 2009 
had been pulled to consider additional information and efforts by the City. The 
City was notified by e-mail on the evening of February 24, 2009 that a hearing 
has been rescheduled for March 24, 2009 and the City is invited to provide Board 
staff documents for review that will be presented to the Board for their 
consideration to revise the L.A.P. and/or to modify the existing Compliance 
Orders timeline as well as continuation of an Administrative Civil Penalty 
Hearing. 

 
Jim McRea invited Ms. Nancy L. Ewert, Sr. Engineering Manager with Waste 
Management Department, County of Kern, to speak to the City Council on this 
topic.  Jim stated he went to Sacramento for a CIWMB hearing and the Board is 
asking for program implementation.  If the programs the Board is asking for are 
not implemented by their deadline date, the city could incur a fine.  CIWMB felt 
that currently Ridgecrest programs were a diversion vs. a recycling program.  Jim 
McRea stated the city is in fact in compliance, however, we will implement the 
new programs and see if the Board will accept them.  We need to adopt an 
ordinance, we need to adopt recycling programs and we need to adopt 
mandatory trash pick-up.  He turned the floor over to Ms. Ewert. 
 
Nancy Ewert stated she had a good conversation with the Board on Feb 17th.   
She mentioned that Ridgecrest has a 67% diversion rate per the Waste Board. 
However, those numbers are based on 1990 base year figures and the Board 
used county default numbers.  When using specific numbers she came up with a 
53% diversion rate.  However, the Board at this time is discounting numbers and 
looking at programs.  The Board is not looking at the fact that the county 
implemented a gate fee program or programs at the landfill or the programs the 
city has implemented over the years (all these things were mentioned to the 
Board.)  They did talk to the Board and where able to postpone the penalty 
phase, and have them look at the numbers, and will talk to them again tomorrow, 
March 3, 2009.  Nancy Ewert commented that the whole philosophy of the Waste 
Board has changed.  They use to listen to concerns however, there are different 
dynamics in play now than in the past.  Diversion rates were shown on a 
PowerPoint slide provided by Jim McRea.  He stated that Ridgecrest is willing to 
implement programs, however, he and his staff just want to make sure they are 
the right programs. 
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Mayor Morgan asked how much this has to do with SB1016.  SB1016 does a 
pound per capita per day ratio.  Jim McRea replied that it comes down to the 
Waste Board not wanting to deal with numbers, they prefer programs.  Mayor 
Morgan asked about rural counties vs. cities and has there been discussion in 
this area.  Nancy Ewert answered not at this time, however, she will look into it.  
The final PowerPoint slide presented by Jim McRea was an analysis of data that 
will be available on the city website.  Councilmember Taylor asked how this 
affects us and Nancy Ewert replied that this could not have happened at a better 
time.  Our numbers are getting better across the board and these numbers are 
based on weight.  
 
Mike Neel commented regarding the 70 pages he received from the Board.  He 
feels we meet the 70 percent requirement and that they (the state) are going to 
force us to have programs “period.”  He stated that means money out of 
everybody’s pocket. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
2. Introduction And First Reading, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The 

City Of Ridgecrest Deleting Chapter XIII And Amending The Ridgecrest 
Municipal Code As It Relates To Chapter XIII, Sanitation, Sections 13-1 To 
13-6.2; Community Wide Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste And 
Recycling Residential Service              McRea 
 
The provisions of this chapter are adopted to preserve, protect and promote the 
health, safety and welfare of the public with respect to sanitation and provide a 
community wide universal (mandatory) curbside solid waste and recycling 
residential service.    
 
A Resolution for the Rate Schedule and sanitation solid waste, yard waste and 
household hazardous waste management program of service will be reviewed 
and discussed as part of the Public Hearing to be set for March 18, 2009 
 
Mayor Morgan read the ordinance title and Mr. McRea explained the process. 
 
Public comment - 7:32 p.m. 
 
Mike Neel commented that he would like to reiterate his message.  He 
encouraged everyone to write a letter to the state.  He added that mandatory 
collection, adopting a recycling fee, a transfer station, increase recycling fee – all 
of these costs will be passed on to everyone in town.  Mike Neel provided the 
address of: 1001 I St in Sacramento and asked the audience to let the Board 
know that you want to see the data. 
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Darryl Whitten w/Cornerstone Engineering asked if there is no market for these 
products, how does that “jive” with what the state wants us to do with carbon 
footprints.  Jim McRea responded that CEQUA requirements would be required. 
 
Dennis Rowell questioned if there will be any provisions for exemptions.  He has 
lived in the city for 55 years and has never used residential trash service since he 
owns his own business and uses his business bins for his trash. 
 
Public comment closed at 7:43 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor Wiknich asked about the Board levying a fine. Jim McRea 
commented the cost is about $12,500 per month and up to $10,000 per day.  Jim 
McRea did not know if the Board would waive the fee, sue the City and for how 
much.  Vice Mayor Wiknich asked how do we make sure people in the County 
are identified at the gate.  Jim McRea replied that the employees at the gate ask 
people if they are from the City of Ridgecrest.  Nancy Ewert stated that they do 
not ask what specific city someone is from; it is up to the individual to tell them.  
She stated that they do not request a driver’s license or proof of address.  Nancy 
Ewert added, however, self-haul is only a very small portion of what comes into 
the gate. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter asked when will we know what these fees are going to be 
and City Manager Avery replied that the stated fees will be more fine tuned in the 
next 2-3 weeks. 
 
Councilmember Taylor mentioned the ordinance states that the franchisee will 
bill. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter declared that he feels he does not live in a dictatorship 
and this is still the United States of America.  Additionally, he stated that for this 
he is surprised this has not already gone to court.  He felt this was 
unconstitutional and power should not be given by the state to member of a 
Board never elected to office.  They are getting away with this and that 
something needs to be done.  (he received applause from almost the entire 
Council audience) 
 
Councilmember Taylor stated he is torn since he is looking at two letters; one 
stating we are in compliance and the other not.  He also does not understand 
why the counties are not targeted.   
 
Councilmember Holloway commented that the power this group has is from 
legislation action.  He commented that this is not an unfunded mandate. 
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Vice Mayor Wiknich added that we have a responsibility to diminish the financial 
impact.  The Mayor needs to negotiate a reasonable settlement and legal council 
needs to be involved. 
 
Mayor Morgan cautioned that this will not be the end of it; that from this 
legislation the numbers will increase (as high as 70%).  He stated there will be no 
difference (impact) for those already getting their trash picked up.  We are 
looking into the legal issues and trying to make it as less costly as possible. 
 
Moved by Council Member Taylor, second Vice Mayor Wiknich TO WAIVE 
READING IN FULL AND TO INTRODUCE, BY TITLE ONLY, AN ORDINANCE   
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST DELETING 
CHAPTER XIII AND AMENDING THE RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT 
RELATES TO CHAPTER XIII, SANITATION, SECTIONS 13-1 TO 13-6.2; 
COMMUNITY WIDE UNIVERSAL (MANDATORY) CURBSIDE SOLID WASTE 
AND RECYCLING RESIDENTIAL SERVICE  Public comment heard.  Carried 
with a voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 no; Council Member Carter voted no. 
 
Moved by Councilmember Holloway, second by Vice Mayor Wiknich TO 
INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING, BY TITLE ONLY, AN ORDINANCE   OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST DELETING CHAPTER 
XIII AND AMENDING THE RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT RELATES 
TO CHAPTER XIII, SANITATION, SECTIONS 13-1 TO 13-6.2; COMMUNITY 
WIDE UNIVERSAL (MANDATORY) CURBSIDE SOLID WASTE AND 
RECYCLING RESIDENTIAL SERVICE  Public comment heard.  Carried with a 
voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 no; Council Member Carter voted no. 

 
3. Introduction And First Reading, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The 

City Of Ridgecrest Amending Chapter III, Section 5-703, Of The Ridgecrest 
Municipal Code (“Code”) As It Relates To The Exclusive Right Of Trash 
Collection                  McRea 

 
This ordinance amends Chapter III, Section 5-703 of the Municipal Code by 
continuing the City's right to award exclusive franchise for the purpose of trash 
collection. 
 
Public Comment 8:11 P.M. 
 
Mike Neel requested the ordinance be read and Mayor Morgan obliged.  Mike 
Neel opposed to exclusive franchising of trash collection 
 
Mayor Morgan read the ordinance in full. 

 
Moved by Vice Mayor Wiknich, second by Councilmember Taylor TO 
INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING, IN FULL, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST AMENDING CHAPTER III, 
SECTION 5-703, OF THE RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE (“CODE”) AS IT 
RELATES TO THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF TRASH COLLECTION.  Public 
comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 5 ayes. 

 
4. Acknowledgement Of An Appeal Of Tentative Tract Map No. 6691 Of A 

Denial By The Planning Commission By Resolution 09-04, And The 
Recommendation Of Denial Of GPA/ZC-08-04, An  Application To Create A 
228 Lot Subdivision Know As Wild Pointe Ranch With One Park, One 
Park/Sump And A Commercial Site On 161 Acres To Be Zoned E-1, E-1.5, E-
2 And CG On Vacant Land Located At The NW Corner Of W. Ridgecrest 
Blvd And N. Mahan St.  APN 455-100-06,08 And 09.  Applicant:  Pam 
Ridgecrest Venture                McRea 

 
The Planning Commission at the conclusion of a duly noticed continued Public 
Hearing adopted Resolution 09-04, denying the application, the Tentative Tract 
Map, the General Plan Amendment, and zoning reclassification.  The application 
was heard before the Planning Commission at three meetings; January 27, 2009, 
January 13, 2009, and November 18, 2008. A copy of the Planning Commission 
report is provided by separate cover. The denial was appealed by the attached 
letters, dated 5th February, 2009 and 9th February 2009. 
 
Jim McRea stated that this is an action to consider the appeal – not the project.    
Mayor Morgan asked how you do that if you don’t receive information on what 
could or could not occur if the project is modified.  The Planning Commission has 
denied the appeal – read Item C.  Mayor Morgan asked where is the Naval 
Station in the General Code and Jim McRea stated it is not. 
 
Darrel Whitten with Cornerstone Engineering representing PAM was 
accompanied with Mr. Fallgatter came to the podium.  He commented that the 
project was heard three times before the Planning Commission and stated that 
the Commission felt that 40,000 square foot lots would be required for the entire 
project.  That would have resulted in 90 lots and they could not satisfy what the 
Planning Commission required.  Darrel Whitten presented Version 2 of the 
project depicting 10,000 square foot lots. 
 
Councilmember Taylor asked about Version 2 and what would be done with the 
open areas.  Darrel Whitten stated that land would be open, undeveloped land.  It 
could be fenced off to keep off recreational vehicles. 
 
Vice Mayor Wiknich asked how many tract maps does Darrel Whitten’s client 
have and Darrel Whitten answered twelve.  Vice Mayor Wiknich then asked how 
many developments have they begun and Darrel commented, none, explaining 
that it has been difficult for them to find funding for building.  Vice Mayor Wiknich 
replied that local developers are building.   
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Mayor Morgan stated he feels the first request (Version 1) is better that way no 
further fees are incurred.  If the applicant goes with Version 2 and it is denied, 
there is additional cost.  Darrel Whitten explained his reasoning for presenting  
Version 2.  Councilmember Taylor asked for an interpretation of Version 1.  Jim 
McRea explained that the Planning Commission approves or denies applications 
and re-submission made more sense.  The Planning Commission has to hold a 
public hearing; part is a sequence as well as a process.  Councilmember Taylor 
stated he is torn due to the fact that he likes project and would like a 
compromise. 
 
Mr. Fallgatter commented that the Planning Commission cannot approve a 
Tentative Tract Map that does not match the current zoning.  He would like to 
suggest hearing on an appeal.  He stated the City Council can then send it back 
if they wish to.  Cornerstone Engineering can work on it. City Council can then 
send it back to the Planning Commission once they have a better understanding 
and have some sense of what might work.   
 
Planning Commissioner Jason Paton stated he stands on his decision to deny 
the project.  He did his research on this project.  He added that they (the 
developers) purchased the land with that zoning in place and they did modify the 
project, however, the project is just in the wrong spot for the City of Ridgecrest 
 
Planning commissioner Craig Porter stated that he voted for this project.  He 
feels that the sumps, parks, drainage and the project was well laid out.  There 
are a couple of problems that still need to be discussed (i.e. sewer capacity), 
however, this was going to be looked at.  He thought this project would be a good 
addition to the City of Ridgecrest. 
 
Mike Neel commented that per zoning map the project looks correct.  He feels 
that developers should be able to buy land and develop it.   
 
Councilmember Holloway stated he has been the most outspoken supporter of 
the Navy all these years.  He believes it is unfair and costly to a business to have 
them think that going back and forth from the Planning Commission and the City 
Council to hear their case will result in resolution.  He feels the business needs to 
know up front what they need to do to resolve their issue.  He feels this company 
has put forth a good effort to appease the concerns of the Navy.  However, to get 
his vote, he would like have to have a reduction of about 15-20 lots.   
 
Councilmember Taylor motioned for Option 2 and no second. 
 
Councilmember Carter motioned for Option 1 and no second. 
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City Manager Avery and Attorney Lemieux stated that if there is no second it 
automatically gets appealed. 
 
Vice Mayor Wiknich feels this issue needs to go back to the Planning 
Commission. 
 

 Councilmember Holloway motioned for Option 2 and Councilmember Taylor 
second the motion.  Carried with 3 Ayes and 2 Nays 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
5. Resolution No. 09-05, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Announcing Proclamations Prepared For The Month Of March 2009 And 
Scheduled Date Of Presentation      Avery 

 
6. Resolution No. 09-06, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Approving And Amending The City Of Ridgecrest Classification Plan And 
Amending The Job Specifications Of City Engineer Into The City Of 
Ridgecrest Classification Plan       Avery 

 
7. Resolution No. 09-07, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Approving And Amending The City Of Ridgecrest Classification Plan And 
Adopting The Job Specifications Of Transit Services Coordinator Into The 
City Of Ridgecrest Classification Plan      Avery 

 
8. Resolution No. 09-08, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Authorizing The Payment Of The Auditing Services To Be Performed By 
Caporicci And Larson For The Fiscal Year 2009    Sloan 

 
9. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 13, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $282,032.30        Sloan 
 
10. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 20, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $7,210.56        Sloan 
 
11. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 13, 2009 In The 

Amount Of $7,245.08        Sloan 
 

Moved by Council Member Holloway second by Vice Mayor Wiknich TO 
APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  No public comment.  Carried with a 
voice vote of 5 ayes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT opened at 9:05 p.m. 
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Mike Neel commented that he asks himself why he keeps going to City Council 
meetings, however tonight he was happy to see the way the voting went.  Tonight he 
felt that City Council members were voting their minds. 
 
Closed at 9:06 p.m. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Morgan  

• Regarding appeal some people are saying that City Council is not taking it 
seriously yet there was a zone change so they could not approve the subdivision. 

•   He did appreciate the struggle with this item tonight. 
• It did let the public in on how difficult these things are.   
• He will not be in town for the next 4-5 days and Toastmasters is on March 6. 
• He will need someone to give the proclamation in his place. 
• Appreciates the City Council meeting being moved to Monday. 
• CIWMB on the 24th 
• JLUS & PACT meeting coming up.   

 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter  

• Is still having citizens coming to him about the front of Mesquite High School not 
being safe. 

• The sign in front of school says 35mph and a child was hit back in the fall. 
• That is a busy section. 
• He appreciates the discussion with his fellow colleagues even when they 

disagree. 
 
Vice Mayor Wiknich 

• Attended the Police Department awards ceremony and the Open House. 
• An old friend who he has not seen in 40 years came to Ridgecrest and 

commented on how nice the people in Ridgecrest are. 
 

Councilmember Holloway 
• KernCOG Awards are this Thursday night and he will be attending.  
• SB375 letter to suspend and after about an hour and one half of a debate he 

finally stated it wasn’t a spending issue it was a timing issue. 
• This is going to be a planning requirement. 
• He compared it to a hurricane – you don’t know where it’s going to land and you 

have to make a change. 
• We are in a economic hurricane 
• We don’t know where we are going to be in 3-5 years in this community. 
• His plea is wait until we know what our economic outlook is going to look like 

before we move forward.   
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Councilmember Taylor 

• Appreciates the discussion tonight and looks forward to future discussion.   
• Attended the Police Department Award ceremony and Police Department Open 

House. 
• Need to address collisions and speed in this City. 
• On radio spot (impromptu) on Saturday and clarified some rumors out in the 

community. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Morgan adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
            
      Eva Peterson, Executive Secretary 
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