
RESOLUTION NO. 99-97

A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL
REQUESTING A REALLOCATION OF KERN COUNTY RULE 20
FUNDS TO APPLY TO UNDERGROUNDING UTILITIES ON DOWNS
STREET FROM RIDGECREST BOULEVARD TO UPJOHN AVENUE

WHEREAS, The Public Utilities Commission Rule 20 requires that electric utilities set
aside a portion of their revenues for the purpose of undergrounding overhead utility lines. These
revenues are allocated to accounts of the public agencies within whose jurisd iction the revenues
occur. Counties that have an allocation available may share that allocation with cities that have
deserving projects ; and

WHEREAS, the City of Ridgecrest and the County of Kern pooled their allocated Rule
20 money to accomplish two phases of a three phase program for undergrounding utilities along
China Lake Boulevard. The first two phases were executed in 1995 and 1996. A third phase
was approved by the County and the City to complete undergrounding of utilities along China
Lake Boulevard, and Southern California Edison has planning for that third phase well
underway; and

WHEREAS, Southern California Edison has revised the estimate for the final phase of
undergrounding along North China Lake Boulevard and reduced the estimate from $2.55 million
to $1.45 million. The savings on that project is available to the County to reprogram to other
undergrounding projects, and

WHEREAS, continuing the program of undergrounding by doing the Downs Street
project would enhance the appearance of this major thoroughfare through the City in keeping
with the objectives of the Rule 20 Program. The timing of Downs Street undergrounding wouid
be such that the City could avoid the unnecessary expense of moving the power line out of the
way of a proposed project to widen the street to four lanes.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes and
directs the City Administrator to request that Kern County reallocate approximately $2 million of
the County's Rule 20 allocation, to the City of Ridgecrest for use in the Downs Street
undergrounding project, and directs the City staff to pursue the project.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 3'dday of November, 1999, by the following vote:

AYES: Mayor Darnell, Council Members Carter, Holloway, Morgan, and Rollins

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None
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Donna Darnell , Mayor


