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RESOLUTION NO. 430

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
RIDGECREST ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND CONDI­
TIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS

WHEREAS, it has been determined that in the case of private
as well as public projects within the scope of the Environmental
Quality Aot of 1970 (Calif. Pub. Res. Code Sees. 21000 ff.), a
finding must be made whether such project may have a significant
effect on the environment, and if so, whether it is in accord
with any conservation element of the general plan or whether it
is otherwise desirable as shown by an environmental impact report;
and

WHEREAS, it is desired to establish procedures and conditions
for determining if a project may have a significant impact on the
environment, and if so, the necessary methods whioh must be followed
in complying with the Environmental Quality Act of 1970;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, ORDERED & DETERMINED:

1. INITIAL REVIEW - The staff shall review all projects (in­
cluding building permits, grading permits, subdivisions, parcel
maps, use permits, p1~ed developments, etc.) to determine if the
proposed project falls within the following categories:

a o CATEGORY 1 - Those projects whiQh would not have a
significant impact on the environment. Such projects may include
but do not necessarily oonsist of the following:

(1) External and internal alterations and repairs
of existing buildings, providing they are not in conflict with
existing City codes or ordinances, and are not buildings of histori­
cal significance.

(2) All demolition work, except as noted in 1 above.

(3) Moving of buildings in conformity with existing
City codes and ordinances.

(4) All additions to eXisting buildings requiring
no variance to planning ordinances or building codes.

(5) All swimming pools.

(6) Any new conforming individual residence or
housing and apartment complex not exceeding twenty (20) units,

~. unless involving hillside, creekside, flood plain lands, or build-
~ ings of historical significance.
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(7) New oommeroial and industrial buildings not
requiring variances in planning or building ordinances within
existing commercial and industrial zones, unless involving hill­
side, creekside, flood plan lands or buildings of historical sig­
nificance.

(8) All grading not exceeding 5,000 cubic yards
(within ten years) and cuts, slopes or fills not exceeding five
(5) feet as defined under applicable regulations and ordinances,
unless involving hillside, creekside, flood plain lands, or build­
ings of historical significance.

(9) Lot splits complying with eXisting standards.

(10) Construction, erection and moving of signs.

b. CATEGORY 2 - Those pro j ect s which mayor may not
have a significant impact upon the environment and which are not
shown in Category 1 above.

2. PRELIMINARY STAFF DETERMINATION - If a proposed project
falls within Category 1, and it is determined by the staff not to
have a significant impact on the environment, permits may be issued
pursuant to applicable City standards and procedures. If a pro­
posed project falls within C~tegory 2, it shall be reviewed to de­
termine if it may have a significant effect on the environment, and
such opinion and supporting information shall be forwarded to the
Planning Commission for their action.

3. PLANNING CO~~ISSION DETERMINATION - The Planning Commission
shall review the project to make one of the following determinations:

a. NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECT - If the Planning Commission
determines that the project does not have a significant effect on
the environment, it shall so find, and such conolusion shall be sub­
ject to appeal as other matters of the Commission, but unless ap­
pealed, it shall be final and conolusive.

b. SIGNIFICANT EFFECT - If the Planning Commission deter­
mines that the project may have a significant effect on the environ­
ment, it shall order the preparation of an environmental impact re­
port.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS - The following shall govern
environmental impact reports:

a. CONTENTS - All environmental impact reports shall
include a statement on the following matters:

(I) The environmental impact of the proposed action.

(2) Any adverse environmental effects which can be
avoided if the proposal is implemented.

-2-



(3) Mi t igat i o n measures p r opo s e d to minimize the
i mp a c t .

(4) Al ter na t ives to the p r op o sed act i on.
(S) The relation s h i p be t ween local short t erm u s e s

of man's envi ronme nt and t he maintenance a nd e nhancement of long t e rm
p roductivity .

( 6) Any i r r e v e r sible environme n ta l chang e s which
wo u l d be invo lve d i n the proposed action should it be i mple me nte d.

(7) The growth induc i ng i mpact of the pr oposed act i on.
(8) The boundaries o f the area which ma y be signif icantly

affected by the propose d action.

b. NOTICE - No t i c e shal l be g iven by the Planning Commission
by publ i cation in a newspaper of general c i rcu lat i o n i n the City that
an environmental i mpact report has been or is bei ng p repared for a
specific project. Such no tice shall i nvite a ny intereste d members of
t he pu b l ic to s ubmit wr i tten s tatemen ts r e g arding suc h project, a nd
s hall include: (l ) the n ame o f the p r o jec t a nd its location; (2) a
d e s c r i p t i o n of the proposed d e velo pment ; and ( 3) a final date fo r
accepting impact stat eme n ts o r other public comments .

c . PUBLIC HEARI NG - Upon rece i p t of a n e nv i r onmental impact
statement, the Pl anning Commission s ha ll schedule the matter f or pub l i c
hearing a t l e a s t fifteen (l S) days a f ter receipt t he r e o f, at wh i c h time
a l l interested parties ma y b e heard .

d . DETERMINATION - Th e Planning Commission , a f t e r suc h
publ ic he aring , shal l r e view the propo sed project and environmental
impact report and sha l l make a ny r e commendations i t d e ems n ecessary
or desirable.

5. FEES - The Staff a nd Planning Commiss i on are hereby a u t hor ized
a nd directed to establis h a nd c harge a p p r o p r iate and reasonabl e f e e s,
ba s e d o n e s t i ma t e d o r ac t ual costs and expe n ses incurred by the City
in r e viewing and determining a l l matters provided for herein, i ncluding
t he c o s t and e xpense of public a t i o n o f notice, posting notice, sta f f
t i me , a nd re lated matters .

APPROVED AND ADOPTED THI S 2nd day of Nove mber , 1 972, by the following
vo t e:

AYES :

NOES :

Mayo r Smi th , Coun c i l me n Fox, Me t t e n burg , Shackl e tt, and
Wi l son .

No ne

ABSENT : None

ATTEST :

.::0-LA-tA-L:Lt J/h >1~?Z
KENNETH M. SMI TH, Mayor

R. HECK, Ci ty Clerk
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