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INVESTIGATIONS 
Sergeant Dampier graduated from the Sherman Block Supervisory Leadership Institute (SLI) on Septem-
ber 30th.  SLI was located in Sacramento, CA and consisted of eight (8), twenty-four (24) hour sessions 
between March and September.   
 
Detective Kristen Lawson was Detective-in-Charge of Investigations/Support Services during Sergeant 
Dampier’s absence.  Detective Lawson assisted with the investigation of the Aguilera/Bair shooting 
through the second week of September.  Several cases were also sent to the District Attorney.  Detective 
Lawson attended Forensic Interviewing training in Lancaster, CA on 09/20/11.  She also conducted train-
ing for volunteers at the local Women’s Center on 09/27/2011.   
 
During the month of September, Detective Merzlak was assigned 20 cases and closed 11 cases. He par-
ticipated in two OTS DUI checkpoints as well as an OTS DUI saturation.  On 09/10/11, Detective 
Merzlak participated in the Parade of 1000 Flags by driving a patrol vehicle within the parade among 
other emergency vehicles. Later that same day, he was assigned to investigate an unattended death that 
occurred in the 500 block of W. Atkins Ave.  The investigation concluded that the victim in the case 
committed suicide, which was also established by the Deputy Coroner who later arrived on scene. On 
09/12/11, he assisted with the injury traffic collision that occurred in the parking lot of McDonalds. On 
09/19/11, Detective Merzlak assisted with the fatal traffic collision that occurred at the corner of E. 
Church Ave. and S. Gold Canyon St.  On 09/20/11, he was assigned the primary detective for a rape that 
occurred at the Rose Garden Inn.  After conducting multiple hours of follow up investigation and collect-
ing evidence, the case is being sent to the District Attorney for review.  On 09/26/11, Detective Merzlak 
was assigned as the primary detective to investigate a suspicious death that occurred at RRH. Initial re-
ports indicated that when a medical related call for service was created and Liberty Ambulance arrived 
on scene, two unknown females fled the scene. It was later determined that the victim lived alone and 
suffered a medical related condition, which caused multiple areas within his brain to bleed. It was also 
discovered that the female subject who initially discovered the victim had immediately requested help 
after observing the victim was having difficulty breathing.  
 
During the month of September, Detective Lloyd was assigned 34 cases and closed 19 cases.  He also 
worked the previously mentioned OTS details and arrested six (6) persons during the month.  On 
09/13/11, Detective Lloyd was assigned as the primary investigator of a major injury collision that oc-
curred in the McDonald’s/Union Bank parking lot.  On 09/19/11, he was assigned to assist with a fatal 
DUI traffic accident in which one driver was killed.  This fatal collision occurred at the intersection of S. 
Gold Canyon St. and E. Church Ave.  Detective Lloyd worked with the DA’s office in the successful 
prosecution of four suspects in a residential burglary including several search warrants.                         
 
This month, Detective Castaneda continued his investigation into the Aguilera/Bair shooting.  On 
09/01/11, Detective Castaneda observed a reckless driver and attempted a traffic stop.  A short pursuit 
ensued which resulted in the suspect crashing his vehicle into a curb and fleeing the scene.  Detective 
Castaneda pursued Gire on foot and upon catching up to him, Gire initiated a physical assault to prevent 
apprehension.  Detective Castaneda was able to subdue Gire until other officers arrived and Gire was 
taken into custody.    Detective Castaneda worked one (1) OTS detail and also assisted with the McDon-
ald’s traffic accident as well as a brief incident of a “barricaded suspect” of a domestic dispute.   
 
Detective Ballestero assisted with the majority of these cases as well as worked on closing his caseload 
pending his transfer to Patrol on October 3rd.  Officer Ryan Sloan has been selected as the next detective 
of the unit.   
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Working Towards  
Positive Change 

Parks and Recreation, HLA Group, and Aquatic Design Group 
are all working together to complete a feasibility study of Pinney 
Pool so that the full spectrum of Parks and Recreation improve-

ments can be displayed and agreed upon at the next Parks, Rec-
reation, and Quality of Life Committee meeting.  

 
There have been studies, plans and cost analysis completed for 
Pearson Park, Upjohn Park, Leroy Jackson Sports Complex, and 
Kerr McGee Youth Sports by the HLA group already. The total es-
timated costs associated with pool repair/replacement, as well as 
costs associated with the other facilities will be discussed at the 

next Quality of Life Meeting. 
Quality of Life Meeting 
November 15th, 2011 

5:00 PM 
Kerr McGee Center 
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Gary Charlon State Farm Insurance Youth 
Basketball Signups  
Coming up SOON! 

 
October 31st—November 23rd 

Ages: 5—13 Years Old (as of 3/10/2012) 
Season: January 9th—March 10th, 2012 

Practice once/week 
Games once/week on Fridays or Saturdays 
Price: $45 for first child, $40 for additional 
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J&J Worldwide Services Youth Soccer  
Still Going Strong 

 
Only two more weeks of youth soccer left to go and fun still to 
have! We will have a full article in next month’s report showing 

all the end of season excitement! 
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McDonalds Big Mac Youth Flag Football 
League 

Starting VERY SOON! 
 

Two more weeks until the flags start flying for the McDonalds Big 
Mac Youth Flag Football League. Hope to see lots of people out 

there supporting the youth of our community!! 
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  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
The Public Services Department focus during September was again directed towards 
AB1X26 and 1X27. Adopted by the legislators June 15, 2011 which effectively dis-
solves Redevelopment Agencies but allows Agencies willing to comply with a 
"voluntary" payment to be exempted from elimination.    An Ordinance accepted by the  
Ridgecrest City Council determining it will comply with the voluntary Alternative       
Redevelopment Program pursuant to Part 1.9 of Division 24 of the California Health 
and Safety Code, in order to permit the continued existence and operation of the    
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Ridgecrest, was presented for consideration and 
adoption by the City Council. An Underlying Resolution of Intention and an              
Enforceable Obligation Payment (EOP) Schedule were also adopted.  A Statement of 
Indebtedness will additionally be prepared and filed along with other documentation 
which are being developed and will most likely be required.  The CRA, the League of 
California Cities, and others have filed a lawsuit which was accepted by the Supreme 
Court.  The Tax  Allocation Bond (TAB) issuance in July of 2010 projects continue to 
move forward in implementation.  These projects are directed toward infrastructure, 
roads & streets, leisure services and parks, economic development, Old Town   
Branding, Community Retail Strategy, and alternative energy. 
___________________________________________________ 
 
The City Council established interim service policies for solid waste and residential  
recycling services. Waste Management was awarded an Interim Solid and Recycling 
Franchise Waste agreement after an extensive review and public awareness effort.  
An RFP, independent community committee review, and interaction with HFH consult-
ants proceeded the interim selection. 
Commercial on site recycling for all businesses, institutions, and multi-family facilities 
is still required and mandatory. Residential solid Waste and Recycling will be modified. 
The Waste Management team  
is actively working in the City  
to ensure a positive transition  
to the interim agreement. We  
have local managers available  
to address concerns needing  
immediate attention. 
 
Ridgecrest Deployment Hotline: 
866-831-9489    
www.wmridgecrest.com  
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
                                    
  
 
 

Public Services         
Department 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
 

Sept. 01 - IWV EDC mtg. 

Sept. 05 - Labor Day Holiday  

Sept. 09 - Court appearance Dale  

                   Howard Summons  

Sept. 14 - Management Team 

                   Workshop mtg.  

Sept. 14 - Employee Snow Cones 

        Appreciation Event  

Sept. 22 - China Lake Alliance mtg.   

Sept. 24 - UW Family Fun Day  

      LeRoy Jackson Park   

Sept. 29 -  Diana G. Retirement  

                    Reception @ HDWC 

 

Additional regular meetings in 

support of various activities and  

on-going projects of interest to the 

department and City were attended.   



October 25, 2011 Planning Commission Meeting 
 
On October 25th the Planning Commission shall consider hold a public hearing to consider CUP 11-02, a request to 
build two one story steel buildings, (phase 1 – 2400 sq. ft., and phase 2 – 1445 sq. ft.) on a 13,500 sq. ft. vacant lot 
located at 230 W. Wilson Avenue. If approved, these buildings will function by providing physical, emotional and 
spiritual outreach to people in the community. The applicant is Old Town Mission, the owners are Matthew and Lisa 
Jorgensen 
 
  This Conditional Use Permit application is on file at the Planning Department of the City of Ridge-
crest, 100 W. California Avenue, Ridgecrest, California 93555, and available for public inspection. At the above-
described public hearing, all persons who desire to be heard with respect to the proposed Conditional Use Permit 
Modification may appear before the Planning Commission and be heard thereon. 
 
 

2010 US Census Data Received 
 
The Planning Department is in receipt of final 2010 US Census data for the City of Ridgecrest including 
demographic information related to age, sex, race, relationship, household type and housing occupancy 
and tenure. 2010 census data related to median family income and education is anticipated within the 
near future.  
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City of Ridgecrest  
Age Profile of General Population: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
AGE 
Total population 27,616 100.0 
Under 5 years 2,265 8.2 
5 to 9 years 2,012 7.3 
10 to 14 years 1,992 7.2 
15 to 19 years 2,081 7.5 
20 to 24 years 1,848 6.7 
25 to 29 years 2,184 7.9 
30 to 34 years 1,838 6.7 
35 to 39 years 1,536 5.6 
40 to 44 years 1,599 5.8 
45 to 49 years 1,944 7.0 
50 to 54 years 1,888 6.8 
55 to 59 years 1,601 5.8 
60 to 64 years 1,411 5.1 
65 to 69 years 1,026 3.7 
70 to 74 years 847 3.1 
75 to 79 years 641 2.3 
80 to 84 years 492 1.8 
85 years and over 411 1.5 
Median age (years) 33.8 ( X )  
16 years and over 20,952 75.9 
18 years and over 20,072 72.7 
21 years and over 18,909 68.5 
62 years and over 4,242 15.4 
65 years and over 3,417 12.4 
 

(X) Not applicable. 
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City of Ridgecrest  
Profile of Sex Characteristics: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
SEX 
Total population 27,616 100.0 

 

Male population 13,832 50.1 
Under 5 years 1,109 4.0 
5 to 9 years 1,015 3.7 
10 to 14 years 1,016 3.7 
15 to 19 years 1,102 4.0 
20 to 24 years 970 3.5 
25 to 29 years 1,164 4.2 
30 to 34 years 959 3.5 
35 to 39 years 769 2.8 
40 to 44 years 789 2.9 
45 to 49 years 961 3.5 
50 to 54 years 968 3.5 
55 to 59 years 793 2.9 
60 to 64 years 682 2.5 
65 to 69 years 488 1.8 
70 to 74 years 394 1.4 
75 to 79 years 309 1.1 
80 to 84 years 205 0.7 
85 years and over 139 0.5 
Male Median age (years) 32.6 ( X )  

 

Female population 13,784 49.9 
Under 5 years 1,156 4.2 
5 to 9 years 997 3.6 
10 to 14 years 976 3.5 
15 to 19 years 979 3.5 
20 to 24 years 878 3.2 
25 to 29 years 1,020 3.7 
30 to 34 years 879 3.2 
35 to 39 years 767 2.8 
40 to 44 years 810 2.9 
45 to 49 years 983 3.6 
50 to 54 years 920 3.3 
55 to 59 years 808 2.9 
60 to 64 years 729 2.6 
65 to 69 years 538 1.9 
70 to 74 years 453 1.6 
75 to 79 years 332 1.2 
80 to 84 years 287 1.0 
Female Median age (years) 35.0 ( X )  
 

(X) Not applicable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                              Page 3 

City of Ridgecrest  
Profile of Race Characteristics: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
RACE 
Total population 27,616 100.0 
One Race 26,029 94.3 
White 21,387 77.4 
Black or African American 1,113 4.0 
American Indian and Alaska Native 341 1.2 
Asian 1,209 4.4 
Asian Indian 120 0.4 
Chinese 141 0.5 
Filipino 475 1.7 
Japanese 93 0.3 
Korean 62 0.2 
Vietnamese 139 0.5 
Other Asian [1] 179 0.6 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander 143 0.5 

Native Hawaiian 21 0.1 
Guamanian or Chamorro 54 0.2 
Samoan 54 0.2 
Other Pacific Islander [2] 14 0.1 
Some Other Race 1,836 6.6 
Two or More Races 1,587 5.7 
White; American Indian and Alaska 
Native [3] 321 1.2 

White; Asian [3] 357 1.3 
White; Black or African American [3] 247 0.9 
White; Some Other Race [3] 281 1.0 
Race alone or in combination with one or more other races: [4] 
White 22,776 82.5 
Black or African American 1,537 5.6 
American Indian and Alaska Native 773 2.8 
Asian 1,746 6.3 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander 289 1.0 

Mexican 4,007 14.5 
Puerto Rican 157 0.6 
Cuban 28 0.1 
Other Hispanic or Latino [5] 749 2.7 
 

[1] Other Asian alone, or two or more Asian categories. 
[2] Other Pacific Islander alone, or two or more Native Hawaiian and Other  
     Pacific Islander categories. 
[3] One of the four most commonly reported multiple-race combinations  
     nationwide in Census 2000. 
[4] In combination with one or more of the other races listed. The six numbers  
     may add to more than the total population, and the six percentages may     
     add to more than 100 percent because individuals may report more than  
     one race. 
[5] This category is composed of people whose origins are from the Dominican  
     Republic, Spain, and Spanish-speaking Central or South American countries. It also  
    includes general origin responses such as "Latino" or  "Hispanic." 
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City of Ridgecrest  
Profile of Hispanic or Latino Race Characteristics: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
HISPANIC OR LATINO RACE     
Total population 27,616 100.0 
Hispanic or Latino 4,941 17.9 
White alone 2,368 8.6 
Black or African American alone 72 0.3 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
alone 96 0.3 

Asian alone 21 0.1 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander alone 16 0.1 

Some Other Race alone 1,793 6.5 
Two or More Races 575 2.1 
Not Hispanic or Latino 22,675 82.1 
White alone 19,019 68.9 
Black or African American alone 1,041 3.8 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
alone 245 0.9 

Asian alone 1,188 4.3 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander alone 127 0.5 

Some Other Race alone 43 0.2 
Two or More Races 1,012 3.7 
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City of Ridgecrest  
Profile of Relationship Characteristics: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
RELATIONSHIP 
Total population 27,616 100.0 
In households 27,420 99.3 
Householder 10,781 39.0 
Spouse [6] 5,211 18.9 
Child 8,486 30.7 
Own child under 18 years 6,763 24.5 
Other relatives 1,372 5.0 
Under 18 years 613 2.2 
65 years and over 169 0.6 
Nonrelatives 1,570 5.7 
Under 18 years 161 0.6 
65 years and over 47 0.2 
 

Unmarried partner 745 2.7 
In group quarters 196 0.7 
Institutionalized population 87 0.3 
Male 21 0.1 
Female 66 0.2 
Noninstitutionalized population 109 0.4 
Male 92 0.3 
Female 17 0.1 
 

[6] "Spouse" represents spouse of the householder. It does not reflect all  
     spouses in a household. Responses of "same-sex spouse" were edited  
     during processing to "unmarried partner." 
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City of Ridgecrest  
Profile of Households by Type Characteristics: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE 
Total households 10,781 100.0 
Family households (families) [7] 7,172 66.5 
With own children under 18 years 3,515 32.6 
   

Husband-wife family 5,211 48.3 
With own children under 18 years 2,304 21.4 
Male householder, no wife present 609 5.6 
With own children under 18 years 373 3.5 
Female householder, no husband present 1,352 12.5 
With own children under 18 years 838 7.8 
Nonfamily households [7] 3,609 33.5 
Householder living alone 2,978 27.6 
Male 1,571 14.6 
65 years and over 344 3.2 
Female 1,407 13.1 
65 years and over 657 6.1 
  

Households with individuals under 18 
years 3,901 36.2 

Households with individuals 65 years 
and over 2,526 23.4 
 

Average household size 2.54 ( X )  
Average family size [7] 3.10 ( X)  
 

[7] "Family households" consist of a householder and one or more other people related  
     to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. They do not include same-sex  
     married couples even if the marriage was performed in a state issuing marriage  
     certificates for same-sex couples. Same-sex couple households are included in the  
     family households category if there is at least one additional person related to the  
     householder by birth or adoption. Same-sex couple households with no relatives of  
     the householder present are tabulated in nonfamily households. "Nonfamily  
     households" consist of people living alone and households which do not have any  
     members related to the householder. 
 

(X) Not applicable 
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City of Ridgecrest  
Profile Housing Occupancy and Tenure Characteristics: 2010 

Subject Number Percent 
HOUSING OCCUPANCY 
Total housing units 11,915 100.0 
Occupied housing units 10,781 90.5 
Vacant housing units 1,134 9.5 
For rent 435 3.7 
Rented, not occupied 56 0.5 
For sale only 194 1.6 
Sold, not occupied 40 0.3 
For seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use 168 1.4 

All other vacants 241 2.0 
   

Homeowner vacancy rate (percent) [8] 2.9 ( X )  
Rental vacancy rate (percent) [9] 9.2 ( X )  
 

HOUSING TENURE     
Occupied housing units 10,781 100.0 
Owner-occupied housing units 6,525 60.5 
Population in owner-occupied housing 
units 16,520 ( X )  

Average household size of owner-
occupied units 2.53 ( X )  

Renter-occupied housing units 4,256 39.5 
Population in renter-occupied housing 
units 10,900 ( X )  

Average household size of renter-
occupied units 2.56 ( X )  
 

8] The homeowner vacancy rate is the proportion of the homeowner inventory that is  
     vacant "for sale." It is computed by dividing the total number of vacant units "for sale  
     only" by the sum of owner-occupied units, vacant units that are "for sale only," and  
     vacant units that have been sold but not yet occupied; and then multiplying by 100. 
[9] The rental vacancy rate is the proportion of the rental inventory that is vacant "for  
     rent." It is computed by dividing the total number of vacant units "for rent" by the  
     sum of the renter-occupied units, vacant units that are "for rent," and vacant units  
     that have been rented but not yet occupied; and then multiplying by 100. 
 

(X) Not applicable 
 
 



Traffic Safety  
FACTS AND STATISTICS ABOUT SPEEDING 

Wastewater Department 
The City of Ridgecrest 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-
56. The Treatment Fa-
cility operated with no 
discharge violations or 
abnormal conditions. 
The Department in-
spected and passed (2) 
new connection to the 
sanitary sewage sys-
tem. The Department 

responded to (2) re-
quests for service.  Af-
ter inspection one was 
an odor related issue.  
The Department hydro 
flushed the area and 
relieved the problem. 
The other call out was 
a water district leak 
and was referred to the 
proper agency. The 
Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 9.14 
million gallons of sec-
ondary effluent for use 

as fodder crop irriga-
tion. The Department 
hydro flushed 5,850 ft. 
of main line sewer for 
compliance with the 
SSO and SSMP pro-
gram. The Department 
performed erosion con-
trol maintenance on 
the pond levees. 

Sept 15, 2011 Public Works Department 

C i t y  o f  R i d g e c r e s t  

September Monthly Report 

Speeding in residential neighborhoods is one of the most com-
mon traffic-related complaints received by Public Works. By gaining a 
better understanding of some of the facts about speeding we can 

work together towards alleviating speeding on our road-
ways. 
 
Speeding Facts and Statistics: 
•  The speed limit on residential roadways is 25 mph, 
unless otherwise determined by an Engineering and Traf-
fic Survey. 
•  Quite frequently, the speeders in neighborhoods are 
the residents who live there. 

 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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•  The distance required to come to a stop is: 
200 feet if you’re traveling at 30 mph* 
305 feet if you’re traveling at 40 mph* 
425 feet if you’re traveling at 50 mph* 
570 feet if you’re traveling at 60 mph* 
*American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) policies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EFFECTIVE WAYS TO REDUCE SPEEDING 
IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 

TRAFFIC SIGNS 
Speed limit signs remind motorists to drive within the established 
speed limit. Other signs, such as curve warning signs supplemented 
with advisory speed plates, assist drivers in safely negotiating unex-
pected roadway conditions that require significant speed reduction. In-
appropriate signs often confuse and annoy drivers, and tend to foster 
disrespect for other traffic signs. However, well-placed signs in accor-
dance with the State of California’s criteria can be highly effective in 
reducing speeds at locations where the need is significant. 
 
“CHILDREN AT PLAY” SIGNS 
“Children at Play” signs are not recognized by the City, 
County, State or Federal Highway Administration as official 
signs, due to their limited effectiveness. Since these signs, 
once posted, are present 24-hours a day, seven days a week, regard-

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 



less of whether or not children 
are actually present, motorists 
quickly learn to neglect them, 
and the signs lose their effec-
tiveness. These signs also cre-
ate a false sense of security for 

parents, as well as, the children who believe 
the sign will provide an added degree of pro-
tection. There is no evidence that these signs 
prevent accidents or reduce speeds. For 
these reasons, “Children at Play,” signs are 
not installed on public streets. Most impor-
tantly, adults are encouraged to caution chil-
dren of the dangers often associated with 
playing in or around roadways, and to dis-
courage children from playing in streets. 
 
SPEED LIMITS 
The California Vehicle Code 
(CVC) establishes prima facie 
speed limits as: 
•  15 mph in alleys, at blind intersections and 
at blind railroad crossings 
•  25 mph in residence and business districts, 
school zones and playground areas when 
children are present, and at senior citizen fa-
cilities 
 
These Prima facie speed limits may be 
posted or unposted. 

Speed limits may also be established by an 
Engineering and Traffic Survey. This Survey 
determines the appropriate speed limit con-
sidering factors such as the type of the adja-
cent development, pedestrian 
and bicycle activity, roadside 
conditions, accident records, 
and the prevailing speed of 
traffic. The prevailing speed is 
that speed which 85% of the 
motorists are traveling at or below. The pre-
vailing speed is utilized as a reference to es-
tablish speed limits based on the concept 
that most motorists can be relied upon to 
drive at a reasonable speed. A study have 
shown that arbitrarily lowering the speed limit 
results in wholesale violations, a lack of pub-
lic support, and does not necessarily result in 
lower driving speeds. 

September Monthly Report 
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