
The City of Ridgecrest

Monthly Report

October 2011

large_10 October 2007 013.jpg



October 2011 
R P D  m o n t h l y  r e p o r t  

Ridgecrest Police Department 

RPD monthly report 

 

      

As a result of all the hard work and dedication from Captain Paul 
Wheeler the Ridgecrest Police Department radio project is now complete. 



      
Press Release  
 

 

DATE OF EVENT: October 05, 2011 

TYPE OF EVENT: Grand Theft Vehicle 

LOCATION: 300 Blk. E. Ridgecrest Blvd. 

CHARGES: CVC 10851(a) – Vehicle Theft, PC 273a(a) – Child Endan-
germent. 

SUSPECTS: PURHAM, Mark Anthony – BMA – 35 YOA 

On 10/5/2011 at about 1540 hours, a vehicle was reported stolen from a 
N. Sahara address. The suspect of the stolen vehicle was said to be Mark 
Anthony Purham. A subsequent BOL was put out to Officers of the shift 
to look for Purham in a 1992 White Lincoln Town Car. Shortly after the 
BOL was announced, Officers located the vehicle in the 300 blk. E. 
Ridgecrest Blvd. Officers initiated a felony stop on the vehicle where 
Purham was taken into custody without incident. Also inside the vehicle 
were (3) small children who were not restrained in either a child seat or 
seat belts. Purham was eventually transported to the Kern County Sher-
iff’s Department where he was booked and held pending $70,000.00 bail. 

 
RONALD N. STRAND, Chief of Police  
PREPARED BY: Sergeant Tony Brown  
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INVESTIGATIONS 
During the month of October, Detective Kenny Merzlak was assigned four (4) cases and closed fourteen 
(14) cases.  On 10/15/11, he and Detective Lloyd conducted an undercover tobacco operation with the 
Kern County Environmental Health Division of the Public Health Services Department. This operation was 
part of a yearly survey that is conducted county wide to establish how many businesses within Kern Coun-
ty sell tobacco products to minors. During the operation, minor decoys attempted to purchase tobacco 
products from thirty-one (31) businesses within Ridgecrest and Inyokern. Out of the 31 business, four (4) 
individuals from four (4) different businesses were issued citations for selling tobacco to a minor.  On 
10/17/11, Detective Merzlak was assigned the primary investigator in RPD Case #11-3331 regarding the 
death of a four month old infant.  The results of the investigation and autopsy concluded that no obvious 
signs of foul play or suspicious activity were noted, however, the cause of death is still pending the results 
of toxicology tests.  
 
October was Detective Ryan Sloan’s first month back as a detective with RPD.  He was initially assigned 
twenty-two (22) cases and closed twelve (12) including two (2) with felony arrests.  On 10-24-11, he as-
sisted patrol in investigating RPD Case #11-3406 in which Eugene Wheeler and Katryna White were ar-
rested on robbery (PC 212.5) charges.  He was able to identify White as the second suspect in this case.  
White had assisted Wheeler in the robbery by throwing an unknown substance in the victim’s face causing 
his eyes to burn, allowing Wheeler to take the victim’s wallet.  Throughout the month, Detective Sloan al-
so assisted the Navel Criminal Intelligence Service (NCIS) with follow-up interviews of three suspects re-
lated to an extensive Federal marijuana cultivation and sales case from 2009.      
 
Detective Lloyd was assigned nine (9) cases and closed thirteen (13) cases during the month of October 
resulting in the arrest of four (4) persons.  He also assisted Detective Merzlak with the Tobacco Decoy Op-
eration (Survey).  Detective Lloyd attended a one week (40 hr) Shooting Reconstruction course in Bakers-
field, CA as well as continuing his investigation into a fatal DUI traffic collision and a major embezzle-
ment case with a local real estate company.   
 
In October, Detective Manny Castaneda closed twelve (12) cases.  On 10/8/11 he was called out to a po-
tential elder abuse case (11-3276) where the victim was in critical condition as a result of neglected care.  
The case is still being investigated and suspects have been identified with the case being filed with the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.  Detective Castaneda also attended the Shooting Reconstruction course in Bakers-
field and on his own time, attended a Conflict Survival Seminar.  
 
During the month of October, Detective Kristen Lawson mainly focused on clearing older cases in her 
large caseload and getting caught up on outstanding reports. She gave a fingerprint presentation at Imman-
uel Christian School on 10/04/11 as part of their Forensic Science class. Detective Lawson responded to 
assist with Sexual Assault case on 10-23-11 (RPD Case #11-3419).   The victim, suspect, and witnesses 
were interviewed and the case will be filed with the DA.  
 
On 10/18/11, RPD detectives and officers attended the preliminary hearing for Joy Melot in Bakersfield, 
CA.  The hearing consumed the entire day with several witnesses called to testify.  The Judge found proba-
ble cause existed and held Melot to answer to the charges of homicide and elder/dependant abuse.  
 
On 10/29/11, Detective Lawson and Detective Sloan assisted California City P.D. in serving search and 
arrest warrants in Santa Ana, CA.  The suspects were arrested and valuable evidence located. 
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Park Preschool Halloween! 



End of Soccer Season 



Marine Corps. Celebrate 
236th Birthday 



Marine Corps. 236th  
Birthday Ball 



McDonalds Big Mac Youth 
Flag Football League off to 

Strong Start 



Gary Charlon Youth  
Basketball League Signups 
through November 23rd 













James McRea 
Public Services Director  
********* 
Gary Parsons 
Economic Development Manager 
********* 
Ricca Charlon 
Administrative Secretary 
********* 
Matthew Alexander, AICP 
City Planner  
********* 
Kelly Hubley 
Planning Intern 
 

Oct / Nov  2011 

Tel: 499-5062       Fax: 499-1580 City of Ridgecrest 

  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
The Public Services Department again directed activities towards AB1X26 and 
1X27. Adopted by the legislators June 15, 2011 which effectively dissolves 
Redevelopment Agencies but allows Agencies willing to comply with a 
"voluntary" payment to be exempted from elimination.  The CRA Association, 
the League of California Cities, and others filed a lawsuit which was accepted 
by the Supreme Court and oral arguments will be heard on November 10th. 
 
The Tax Allocation Bond (TAB) issuance in July of 2010 projects continue to 
move forward in implementation as intended expenditures of the bond         
issuance.  These  projects are directed toward infrastructure, roads & streets, 
leisure services and parks, economic development, Old Town Branding,   
Community Retail Strategy, and alternative energy. The Senior and Market 
Rate Apartment Housing Project by AMG and the Redevelopment Agency’s 
Owner Participation Agreement (OPA) continues to move forward and will be 
considered in November for Agency approval.  The project is located at W. 
Church and  S. Downs St.  It will provide 32 Senior Citizen Moderate and Low 
Income Apartments and 20/20 Professional (Market Rate) Residential          
Apartments. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
HOW TO RECYCLE AT DROP OFF RECYCLING CENTERS  
In an effort to keep materials clean and ready for recycling, please prepare your recy-

clables before heading to the nearest recycling center.  
Please do not throw plastic bags into the bin.  

NO TRASH PLEASE! 
 
Newspaper: Keep dry and clean. Do not mix with junk mail, magazines,   
cardboard, brown paper bags, plastic bags or twine. 
Cardboard: Keep dry and clean. Please break cardboard boxes down to be 
as flat as possible. Do not mix with junk mail, magazines, newspaper, plastic 
bags or twine. 
Glass: Rinse containers and remove lids. Separate by color (clear, brown, or 
blue/green). Tinted glass should be placed into the blue/green glass container. 
Aluminum Beverage Containers: Rinse containers and flatten to reduce 
size. 
Plastics: Look on the bottom of the plastic container for a number inside a  
triangle. This number tells what kind of plastic the container is made of.  #1 – 7 
plastic containers are recyclable. Rinse out containers Sort containers by  
plastics number. Flatten containers as much as possible and remove lids.   
Deposit the clean container into the correct drop-off compartment. Containers 
which once stored motor oil are not acceptable for recycling.  
Steel Cans: Rinse containers, remove labels and, if possible, flatten to reduce 
size. 
Magazines and Junk Mail are also accepted at many of the Community Drop-
off Recycling Centers. Do not recycle any junk mail with personal information 
unless shredded.  

Public Services         
Department 

OCTOBER  MEETINGS 
 

Oct. 03 - Council Workshop 
                Discussions 
Oct. 06 - IWVEDC mtg. 
Oct. 12 - Metcalf West mtg. 
Oct. 13 - Wal-Mart review mtg.  
Oct. 20 - IWVEDC mtg. 
Oct. 20 - Afterhours Maturango  
                Museum   
Oct. 24 - Department Head Retreat 
                follow-up mtg. 
Oct. 27 - Wal-Mart Engr. mtg.  
Oct. 27 - Redevelopment Agency  
   Impact review mtg. 
Oct. 27 - China Lake Alliance mtg.  
 
Additional regular meetings in 
support of various activities and  
on-going projects of interest to the 
department and City were attended.   



Traffic Safety  
FACTS AND STATISTICS ABOUT SPEEDING 

Wastewater Department 
The City of Ridgecrest 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-
56. The Treatment Fa-
cility operated with no 
discharge violations or 
abnormal conditions. 
The Department in-
spected and passed (2) 
new connection to the 
sanitary sewage sys-
tem. The Department 

responded to (2) re-
quests for service.  Af-
ter inspection one was 
an odor related issue.  
The Department hydro 
flushed the area and 
relieved the problem. 
The other call out was 
a water district leak 
and was referred to the 
proper agency. The 
Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 9.14 
million gallons of sec-
ondary effluent for use 

as fodder crop irriga-
tion. The Department 
hydro flushed 5,850 ft. 
of main line sewer for 
compliance with the 
SSO and SSMP pro-
gram. The Department 
performed erosion con-
trol maintenance on 
the pond levees. 

October 15, 2011 Public Works Department 

C i t y  o f  R i d g e c r e s t  

October Monthly Report 

Speeding in residential neighborhoods is one of the most com-
mon traffic-related complaints received by Public Works. By gaining a 
better understanding of some of the facts about speeding we can 

work together towards alleviating speeding on our road-
ways. 
 
Speeding Facts and Statistics: 
•  The speed limit on residential roadways is 25 mph, un-
less otherwise determined by an Engineering and Traffic 
Survey. 
•  Quite frequently, the speeders in neighborhoods are 
the residents who live there. 

 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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•  The distance required to come to a stop is: 
200 feet if you’re traveling at 30 mph* 
305 feet if you’re traveling at 40 mph* 
425 feet if you’re traveling at 50 mph* 
570 feet if you’re traveling at 60 mph* 
*American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) policies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EFFECTIVE WAYS TO REDUCE SPEEDING 
IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 

TRAFFIC SIGNS 
Speed limit signs remind motorists to drive within the established 
speed limit. Other signs, such as curve warning signs supplemented 
with advisory speed plates, assist drivers in safely negotiating unex-
pected roadway conditions that require significant speed reduction. In-
appropriate signs often confuse and annoy drivers, and tend to foster 
disrespect for other traffic signs. However, well-placed signs in accord-
ance with the State of California’s criteria can be highly effective in re-
ducing speeds at locations where the need is significant. 
 
“CHILDREN AT PLAY” SIGNS 
“Children at Play” signs are not recognized by the City, 
County, State or Federal Highway Administration as official 
signs, due to their limited effectiveness. Since these signs, 
once posted, are present 24-hours a day, seven days a week, regard-

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 



less of whether or not children 
are actually present, motorists 
quickly learn to neglect them, 
and the signs lose their effec-
tiveness. These signs also cre-
ate a false sense of security for 

parents, as well as, the children who believe 
the sign will provide an added degree of pro-
tection. There is no evidence that these signs 
prevent accidents or reduce speeds. For the-
se reasons, “Children at Play,” signs are not 
installed on public streets. Most importantly, 
adults are encouraged to caution children of 
the dangers often associated with playing in 
or around roadways, and to discourage chil-
dren from playing in streets. 
 
SPEED LIMITS 
The California Vehicle Code 
(CVC) establishes prima facie 
speed limits as: 
•  15 mph in alleys, at blind intersections and 
at blind railroad crossings 
•  25 mph in residence and business districts, 
school zones and playground areas when 
children are present, and at senior citizen fa-
cilities 
 
These Prima facie speed limits may be post-
ed or unposted. 

Speed limits may also be established by an 
Engineering and Traffic Survey. This Survey 
determines the appropriate speed limit con-
sidering factors such as the type of the adja-
cent development, pedestrian 
and bicycle activity, roadside 
conditions, accident records, 
and the prevailing speed of 
traffic. The prevailing speed is 
that speed which 85% of the 
motorists are traveling at or below. The pre-
vailing speed is utilized as a reference to es-
tablish speed limits based on the concept 
that most motorists can be relied upon to 
drive at a reasonable speed. A study have 
shown that arbitrarily lowering the speed limit 
results in wholesale violations, a lack of pub-
lic support, and does not necessarily result in 
lower driving speeds. 

October Monthly Report 
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