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POLICE DEPARTMENT’S 
OPEN HOUSE 

K-9 demo with Officer 
Gillette, Officer Dilley, 
and Nitto 

K-9 demo with Officer  

Gillette and Nitto 



POLICE DEPARTMENT’S 
OPEN HOUSE CONTINUED…. 

Chief Strand in the dunk tank      
for Explorer’s fundraiser 

Sergeant Myers of Traffic Division Officer Garibay 
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INVESTIGATIONS 

 
During the month of May, Detective Merzlak was assigned 21 new cases and closed 50 
prior cases. He began the month by conducting follow up investigation on several residen-
tial and vehicle burglary cases that occurred within the City of Ridgecrest last month, 
which were all linked to Patrick Malone. Upon arrest and submittal of the related cases, 
Malone took a plea bargain with the District Attorney’s office for two years in prison and 
two “strikes.”  On 05/09/11, Detective Merzlak was assigned to assist Detective Lloyd 
with the investigation of case #11-1390 by preparing a search warrant for the residence of 
527 N Palm Dr. and a Ramey warrant for James Grey regarding a burglary that occurred 
at 241 W. Panamint Ave. This case led to the arrest of four subjects that were involved in 
the burglary as well as the return of all items that were stolen from the residence.   
 
In May, Detective Ballestero was assigned 13 new cases while clearing 34 total cases.  In-
vestigation into RPD cases #11-767 and #11-1298 resulted in the arrest of three suspects; 
Robert Lisk, Ashlea Wesley and Terri Turton.  Most of the stolen property in case 11-1298 
was recovered.  While Wesley’s and Turton’s cases are still pending, Lisk took a plea to 6 
years in state prison.  On 05/26/11, Detective Ballestero and Detective Merzlak assisted 
KCSO on a search warrant at Donald Tyler’s residence, 4525 W. Drummond Ave. in 
which a stolen car was recovered and Tyler was arrested. 
 
On 05/12/11, the Ridgecrest Police Department held an open house. During the open 
house, Detective Merzlak and Detective Ballestero were assigned to demonstrate some of 
the equipment used by the department’s Warrant Service Team (WST). This demonstra-
tion resulted in a positive contact with the community as well as several questions an-
swered regarding the need and use of the team.   
 
Throughout the month of May, Detective Merzlak and Detective Ballestero conducted 
several attempted buys on known drug dealers and successfully completed two. These 
successful buys led to two separate search warrants, one for the residence on W. Wilson 
Ave and the other for a room at Motel 6. Unfortunately, these search warrants did not re-
sult in any arrests or seizure of illegal substances as the targets in both had moved from 
the locations. 
 
This month, Detective Kristen Lawson was on vacation for a large portion of the month.  
While the Investigations Supervisor was at training, Detective Lawson  was the “Officer 
in Charge” for the Detective Bay/Records Division for the week which included the Open 
House event on May 12th. .  
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Summer Has Begun… 

Pinney Pool is Open! 
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Monroe Graduation 
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China Lake Museum  
Auction & Dinner 
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Ridgecrest Job Fair 
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BHS Prom 
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Tel: 499-5062       Fax: 499-1580 City of Ridgecrest 

  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
The Public Services Department focus during April continued to be the 2011-2012 
budget preparation and Strategic Plan Program Implementation.  The Tax Allocation 
Bond (TAB) issuance resulted in the creation of a fund to stimulate economic growth,    
business development, and business retention within the Agency Project Area, in 
addition to the Infrastructure and Street Capital Improvement Projects. Proceeds 
may be utilized to off-set the Development Impact Fees for Drainage and/or Traffic 
for commercial, industrial, professional services, or retail sales.  Proceeds may      
additionally be utilized for site specific improvements, streetscape improvements, or 
other related business development or retention purposes to leverage the fund     
utilization and increase the property tax increment.  The City  Council authorized an 
Old Towne program that contains three sequences of implementation, capital       
improvement projects, and a Branding program.  The budget was adjusted and     
approved by the City Council.  The Super Wal-Mart and Retail Shopping Center is in 
its final stages of project engineering and review and is still tentatively scheduled for 
a Spring start date. 
 
.    
          Ridgecrest Commercial On-site Recycle Program 
 
                               Information may be obtained from: 
    24 hour Hotline:       760-499-5069 
                                     recycle@ridgecrest-ca.gov 
   City Website:          http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 
   Benz Sanitation:      760-375-8455 
 
The Commercial On-site Recycling remains mandatory but does allow for right     
sizing.  All Business, Commercial, Institutional, and Multi-family (5 or more units) are 
required to participate in an on-site recycling diversion program. It is important that 
commercial, institutional, and multi-family users be aware of recycling opportunities 
and recycle whenever and whatever can be recycled. A special consideration should 
be directed to cardboard not being disposed of at the Ridgecrest Sanitary Landfill, 
but recycled.  The City is reviewing individual businesses to assure On-site          
Recycling.  A Public Awareness effort is on-going and any questions should be     
forwarded to the above numbers. 
 
 

Public Services         
Department 

APRIL MEETINGS 
 

Apr. 04 - City Council Budget mtg. 
Apr. 07 - CDC mtg. 
Apr. 08 - Kern County Waste 

Management mtg. Bakersfield. 
Apr. 21 - China Lake Technologies mtg. 
Apr. 21 - Pacific Develop. Tele-confr. 
Apr. 27 - Ethics/Sexual Harassment/

Labor Law Briefing 
Apr. 28 - Walters Development mtg. 
Apr. 28 - Alan Alpers - WBSM mtg. 
Apr. 28 - China Lake Alliance mtg.  
 
Additional regular meetings in support 
of various activities and on-going 
projects of interest to the department 
and City were attended.   



 

 

Economic Development 
 

Activities for the month have centered on workforce housing which has resulted in 
several projects being consider by the Community Development Committee (CDC).  
These  have  included  two major  senior  apartment  developments  and  two  single 
family  developments,  totaling  over  250  new  affordable  housing  units.  These       
projects are to be funded from the City’s Redevelopment housing set aside funds. 

Other  projects  which  have  been  worked  on  are  the  ongoing  Super  Wal­Mart          
development and several small local business relocations and expansions. 

Finally, work has been ongoing on several solar projects now being considered in 
the valley. 

 



Crash Zone: The Grim Facts 

Wastewater Department 

The City of Ridgecrest 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-
56. The Treatment Fa-
cility operated with no 
discharge violations or 
abnormal conditions.  
The Department in-
spected and passed (4) 
new connection to the 
sanitary sewage sys-
tem. The Department 

responded to (1) re-
quests for service, after 
inspection proved to be 
related to the homeown-
ers service lateral. The 
Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 4.85 
million gallons of secon-
dary effluent for use as 
fodder crop irrigation. 
The Department hydro 
flushed 500 ft. of main 
line sewer for compli-
ance with the SSO and 
SSMP program. The 

Department performed 
routine maintenance on 
all (3) primary clarifiers, 
new drive chain, wear 
shoes and flight links 
were replaced. 

May 15, 2011 Public Works Department 
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May Monthly Report 

.Across the nation, nearly 
1,100 people die and 
more than 40,000 people 
are injured annually as a 
result of motor vehicle 
crashes in work zones.  
 
Speeding, inattentive driving and 
aggressive driving habits in 
merge areas are the primary 
causes of work zone crashes. 
 
Four out of five people killed or 
injured in work zone crashes are 
inattentive drivers and their pas-
sengers. 

 
The majority of fatal 
work zone crashes oc-
cur on roads with 
speed limits of 55 mph 

or greater. 
 
Nationwide, approximately16% 
of fatalities resulting from work 
zone crashes are non-motorists 
(pedestrians and bicyclists). 
 
Consider the Conse-
quences... 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Crashing in a work zone can result 
in increased motorist delays, dam-
age to your vehicle, increased in-
surance costs and injury or even 
death. 
 
Getting a speeding ticket in a des-
ignated work Zone can cost you 
up to $1,000! 
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