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F G i h ' f f hi iFranc Grom is a person who's famous for his creativeness, 
talent, using of modern technologies and patience.  Grom uses 
a small electric drill to create approximately 2500 to 3500 holes 
in each eggshell.
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INVESTIGATIONS 

 
 
During the month of April, Detective Kenny Merzlak was assigned a total of 14 cases and completed 12 
cases. Detective Merzlak and the Warrant Service Team assisted the Kern County Narcotics Enforcement 
Team (KNET) with a search warrant in Rosamond, CA.   The search warrant target was arrested for drug 
related offenses.  Detective Merzlak conducted several follow-up investigations for assigned cases 
throughout the month.   On 04/28/11, Detective Merzlak was assigned to assist Officer Sloan with a bur-
glary investigation, in which the suspect (Patrick Malone) was arrested after attempting a daytime resi-
dential burglary and was possibly linked to other burglaries within Ridgecrest.  After conducting a 
lengthy investigation, Officer Sloan and Detective Merzlak were able to determine that Malone was in-
volved in four (4) total residential burglaries and at least four (4) thefts from vehicles. This investigation 
resulted in various items of property being recovered and returned to their owners, which totaled 
$4,624.00. 
 
In April, Detective Cory Ballestero spent two weeks in Santa Cruz Ca. at Defensive Tactics Instructor 
Training.  The training included several areas of arrest and control techniques and certified him by POST 
as a Defensive Tactics Instructor.  He completed the follow up investigation into the HS 11351- Sales of 
Narcotics case against John Frost.  John Frost was supplying hundreds of Oxycodone pills each month to 
drug dealers in the Ridgecrest area.  The case is finished and has been sent to the San Diego County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office for prosecution.  During the month of April, Detective Ballestero was assigned 14 
new cases. 
 
This month, Detective Kristen Lawson continued her work on numerous CPS referrals, domestic vio-
lence cases, and sexual assault/molestation cases. She was the “Officer in Charge” for the Detective Bay 
for a week while the Investigations Supervisor was at training.  On 04/13/2011, Detective Lawson was 
recognized by the Victim Witness Auxiliary Board and the Kern County Probation Department Victim 
Witness Program for “Dedicated Service to the Victim’s of Kern County” during a ceremony in Bakers-
field, CA.  She received additional recognition from members of the U.S. Congress, California State Sen-
ate, and the California State Assembly.  She has also been working with the Ventura County District At-
torney’s office in the investigation and prosecution of Melvin Henderson, a former Ridgecrest resident, 
who had molested several young girls in Ridgecrest and Ventura County.   
 
Detective Manual Castaneda continued his investigation into the firebombing of the Sierra Sands Unified 
School District Office that occurred in February.  The case was submitted to the District Attorney’s Of-
fice and a warrant issued for the second suspect and former school employee, Marcos Herrera.  Herrera 
was subsequently arrested and bound over for trial after his preliminary hearing.       
 
This month under the ABC grant, two (2) Shoulder Tap Operations were conducted with the assistance 
of RPD Explorers.  The two operations resulted in the arrests of three (3) persons for furnishing or selling 
alcohol to a minor. 
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End of Volleyball Season 2011! 
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Know the Signs in a Workzone! 

Wastewater Department 

The City of Ridgecrest 
WWTF operated within 
design and compliance di-
rectives issued under Board 
Order No. 6-00-56. The 
treatment facility operated 
with no discharge violations 
or abnormal conditions. The 
Department inspected and 
passed (4) new connection 
to the sanitary sewage sys-
tem. The Department re-
sponded to (3) requests for 
service, after inspection (1)  
proved to be related to the 
homeowners service lateral 

and (2) were stoppages of 
the main line, caused by 
illegal grease discharges. 
The Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 4.16 million 
gallons of secondary efflu-
ent for use as fodder crop 
irrigation. The Department 
hydro flushed 8,800 ft. of 
main line sewer for compli-
ance with the SSO and 
SSMP program. The De-
partment in compliance 
with Board Order directives 
sampled the ground water 
up gradient and down gradi-

ent of the WWTF and Rec-
lamation Facility, the labo-
ratory analysis are included 
with this month’s SMR. 
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Two-Way Traffic                                                                    
Two-way traffic is traveling on a 
roadway that may be one-way in 
normal conditions. 
Be alert for oncoming traffic       
                                                             

        
Lanes Divide  
Be prepared for lanes to divide                                                
 
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Flagger Ahead 

Flagger ahead directing traffic. 
Be prepared to stop. 
 

    

Right Lane Ends 

Lanes merge ahead. Be prepared 
to move out of the closed lane. 
                                                                                   

       

Truck Crossing 

Be alert for construction vehicles 
unexpectedly entering or exiting 
the roadway. 
                                                                                  

       

Detour Ahead 
Be prepared to take an alternate 
route marked by detour signs.  
 

 

Always use caution when driving in a 
work zone.  Be Safe. 
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  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
The Public Services Department focus during April continued to be the 2011-2012 
budget preparation and Strategic Plan Program Implementation.  The Tax Alloca-
tion Bond (TAB) issuance resulted in the creation of a fund to stimulate economic 
growth,  business development, and business retention within the Agency Project 
Area, in addition to the Infrastructure and Street Capital Improvement Projects. 
Proceeds may be utilized to off-set the Development Impact Fees for Drainage 
and/or Traffic for commercial, industrial, professional services, or retail sales.  
Proceeds may additionally be utilized for site specific improvements, streetscape 
improvements, or other related business development or retention purposes to 
leverage the fund utilization and increase the property tax increment.  The City  
Council authorized an Old Towne program that contains three sequences of im-
plementation, capital improvement projects, and a Branding program.  The budget 
was adjusted and approved by the City Council.  The Super Wal-Mart and Retail 
Shopping Center is in its final stages of project engineering and review and is still 
tentatively scheduled for a Spring start date. 
 
  
          Ridgecrest Commercial On-site Recycle Program 
 
                               Information may be obtained from: 
    24 hour Hotline:       760-499-5069 
                                     recycle@ridgecrest-ca.gov 
   City Website:          http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 
   Benz Sanitation:      760-375-8455 
 
The Commercial On-site Recycling remains mandatory but does allow for right     
sizing.  All Business, Commercial, Institutional, and Multi-family (5 or more units) 
are required to participate in an on-site recycling diversion program. It is important 
that commercial, institutional, and multi-family users be aware of recycling oppor-
tunities and recycle whenever and whatever can be recycled. A special considera-
tion should be directed to cardboard not being disposed of at the Ridgecrest Sani-
tary Landfill, but recycled.  The City is reviewing individual businesses to assure 
On-site Recycling.  A Public Awareness effort is on-going and any questions 
should be forwarded to the above numbers. 
 
 

Public Services         
Department 

APRIL MEETINGS 
 

Apr. 04 - City Council Budget mtg. 
Apr. 07 - CDC mtg. 
Apr. 08 - Kern County Waste 

Management mtg. 
Bakersfield. 

Apr. 21 - China Lake Technologies 
mtg. 

Apr. 21 - Pacific Develop. Tele-confr. 
Apr. 27 - Ethics/Sexual Harassment/

Labor Law Briefing 
Apr. 28 - Walters Development mtg. 
Apr. 28 - Alan Alpers - WBSM mtg. 
Apr. 28 - China Lake Alliance mtg.  
 
Additional regular meetings in 
support of various activities and on-
going projects of interest to the 
department and City were attended.   



 

 

Economic Development 
 

Activities for the month have centered on workforce housing which has resulted in 
several projects being consider by the Community Development Committee (CDC).  
These  have  included  two major  senior  apartment  developments  and  two  single 
family  developments,  totaling  over  250  new  affordable  housing  units.  These       
projects are to be funded from the City’s Redevelopment housing set aside funds. 

Other  projects  which  have  been  worked  on  are  the  ongoing  Super  WalMart          
development and several small local business relocations and expansions. 

Finally, work has been ongoing on several solar projects now being considered in 
the valley. 
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