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Ridgecrest Police Department 

RPD monthly report 
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INVESTIGATIONS 

 
During the month of July, Detective Lloyd was assigned 12 cases and closed 7 
cases. He worked several OTS details and arrested 5 people in proactive cases. 
He also worked on a PC 503 case and identified a suspect (#09-2588.) 
 
During the month of July, Officer Dan Armogida was assigned a total of 8 
cases. He was on vacation from 07/02/11 through 07/10/11.  He was able to 
close two cases this month.  Officer Armogida assisted patrol in this case and 
located the suspect Richard Spencer.  (Cases #11-2124/#11-2149) The suspect 
was located and admitted to committing the theft and was found to have 
thrown a bag containing suspected methadone and other drug paraphernalia 
during his initial contact.   
 
During the month of July, Detective Merzlak was assigned 7 cases and closed 
9 cases. He currently only has 37 cases in his caseload. On 07/19/11, he was 
assigned a suspected child abuse case (#11-2246) He was on vacation for the 
last week of the month.  
In July, Detective Ballestero was on vacation the first week.  He was assigned 
5 new cases and closed out 5 cases. On 07/12/11 and 07/13/11, he assisted in 
the search for Burglary suspect, and known parolee Richard Spencer.  We con-
tacted several residents and conducted several searches.  On 07/13/11, they lo-
cated and arrested Spencer. He assisted in the subsequent investigation that led 
to charges of PC 460(b), HS 11350(a), HS 11364 and PC 3056.  
Detective Lawson was assigned as the Detective in Charge for the entire 
month of July. She worked mainly assisting the other Detectives and handling 
day to day management of Investigations.  
 
During the month of July, Detective Castaneda assisted with several investiga-
tions and had the preliminary hearing for the Lynda Bacon Homicide case. De-
tective Castaneda also assumed the child abuse investigation from Detective 
Merzlak (case #11-2246.) 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 

Day Camp! 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 

Adult Softball 
champions! 

P & H Coed Champions! 

Crazy Frijoles Mens Champions! 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 

Adult Softball 
Runner Ups! 

Sage Mart Best of Worst! 

Not Karls Best of Rest! 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 

BHS Volleyball 
Camp! 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 
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Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs July-August 2011 
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Tel: 499-5062       Fax: 499-1580 City of Ridgecrest 

  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
The Public Services Department focus during July was directed towards AB1X 26 
and 1X 27. Adopted by the legislators June 15, 2011 which effectively dissolves   
redevelopment agencies but allows agencies willing to comply with a "voluntary"  
payment to be exempted from elimination. The Governor signed these bills and they 
became effective on June 29, 2011.  An Ordinance accepted by the City Council of 
the City of Ridgecrest determining it will comply with the voluntary Alternative       
Redevelopment Program pursuant to Part 1.9 of Division 24 of the California Health 
and Safety Code, in order to permit the continued existence and operation of the  
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Ridgecrest, will be presented for consideration 
and  adoption at the next Council Meeting.  The Tax  Allocation Bond (TAB)          
issuance  in July of 2010 projects continue to move forward in implementation. 
These projects are directed towards infrastructure, roads & streets, leisure services 
& parks, economic development, Old Town, and alternative energy.    
 
The pending legal maneuvers with the franchise waste hauler in the ongoing dispute 
that has been at the center of the City’s inability to complete the remaining ALAP 
items to date and resolve community residential  disputes in service has had a      
finding of fact by arbitration.  In accordance with the franchise agreement the        
dispute was forwarded to Arbitration and the existing franchise will terminate       
September 02, 2011.  The City Council is in process of establishing interim service 
policies for solid waste services.   
 
An agreement between the City and the County of Kern for the utilization of the 
Ridgecrest Sanitary Landfill location for a self haul recycling and drop off area and 
program for residents who have elected to self haul and recycle has been approved. 
Special consideration is directed to all recyclables and cardboard not being disposed 
of within the Ridgecrest Sanitary Landfill but recycled at the drop off area.          
Commercial on site recycling for all businesses, institutions, and multi-family facilities 
is still required and mandatory.   
 
.                                Information may be obtained from: 
              24 hour Hotline:       760-499-5069 

                                     recycle@ridgecrest-ca.gov 

   City Website:        http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 

   Benz Sanitation:      760-375-8455 

           Ridgecrest Commercial On-site Recycle Program 
 

The Commercial On-site Recycling remains mandatory but does allow for right     
sizing. All Business, Commercial, Institutional, and Multi-family (5 or more units) 
dwellings are required  to participate in an on-site recycling diversion program. It is 
important that commercial, institutional, and  multi-family users be aware  of recycling 
opportunities and recycle whenever and whatever can be recycled.  The City is    
reviewing  individual businesses  to  assure On-site Recycling.  A Public Awareness 
effort is on-going and any questions should be forwarded to the above numbers. 
 

Public Services         
Department 

JULY MEETINGS 

 
Jul 06 - Management Team Hot Dog 

Lunch - City Hall Patio 

Jul 07 - C. Cordell Plan Review Mtg. 

Jul 07 - IWV EDC Mtg. 

Jul 11 - City Council Workshop 

Jul 12 - ACUIZ NAWS Briefing -

Carriage Inn 

Jul 20 - AMG Plan Review Mtg. 

Jul 20 - Quality of Life TAB Projects  

 

 

 

 

 

Additional regular meetings in support 

of various activities and on-going 

projects of interest to the department 

and City were attended.   



 

 

July 12, 2011 Planning Commission Meeting 

 

On July 12th the Planning Commission approved an application for a new 5,350 square foot   
office building submitted by Chuck Cordell on property he owns located at 643 N. China Lake 
Blvd. It is intended that Chuck Cordell Construction Company occupy a portion of office space 
and that the remaining space be rented to two tenants. 

  

The project site is the location of the former A&W Root Beer Stand and is vacant land, (because 
the blighted fast food facility was torn down by Mr. Cordell.) renovating this eyesore is           
considered a plus on behalf of rejuvenating the City. The property is zoned commercial with 
frontage along China Lake Blvd (SR 178) and Felspar Street. The site topography slopes      
toward the south. No structures exist on the site except two signs. The site contains some     
mature trees.  

 

Property to the North is developed as retail commercial, Tobocco Traders, and an auto dealer, 
Ken Charlon Auto Sales. Property abutting to the west boundary of the project is developed as 
the School District offices. To the south of the project is vacant with the Home Depot lying     
beyond this vacant property.  

 

The Proposed Site Plan calls for 18 parking spaces (or a little more than one parking space per 
300 sq. ft. of building area as required by code).  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Branding Proposals Received 

 

On August 8, 2011 the Planning Division received two proposals to undertake a Community 
Branding program for the Downtown Area and Ridgecrest Citywide.  

 

The two submitters are Ron Smith and Northstar.  

 

Destination Development received an RFP, choose not to submit, then on August 8th, (deadline 
for submission) called and indicated that they were interested in making a submission. They 
were told that the deadline had passed but that they may be contacted in the event that the City 
decides not to proceed with either company that did submit proposals. 

 

The proposals are a matter of public record and are available for review at the Planning         
Division. A proposal review and recommendation (to the RRA) procedure should be undertaken 
within the next few weeks. 

 

 



 

Wastewater Department 
The City of Ridgecrest 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-
56. The Treatment Fa-
cility operated with no 
discharge violations or 
abnormal conditions. 
The Department in-
spected and passed (2) 
new connection to the 
sanitary sewage sys-
tem. The Department 

responded to (2) re-
quests for service, after 
inspection proved to be 
related to the home-
owners lateral. The 
Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 8.58 
million gallons of sec-
ondary effluent for use 
as fodder crop irriga-
tion. The Department 
hydro flushed 900 ft. of 
main line sewer for 
compliance with the 
SSO and SSMP pro-

gram. The Department 
performed routine 
maintenance on the 
floating aerators in 
Pond No. 1&3. 

July 15, 2011 Public Works Department 
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July Monthly Report 
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July Monthly Report 

 

 

 

 

                                                  



What is the difference between these work zones? 

The difference is you. 

Drive safely in work zones. 
Work zones are engineered with your safety in mind. 
Do your part to keep them safe - protect our workers and yourself by  
THINKING ORANGE! Expect the  unexpected and be patient in work zones. 

Drive Safely.. Stay Alert.. Stay Alive.. 
Source: Workzone Safety 
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