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Ridgecrest Police Department 

RPD monthly report 

 

Matt Bockhahn is our newest addition to the Ridgecrest Police  

Department.  Officer Bockhahn was sworn in as a  Police Officer 
on August, 22nd. 

Chief Strand and Officer Matt Bockhahn Officer Matt Bockhahn is taking  his  

Oath of Office. 
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INVESTIGATIONS 

August was an extremely busy month for the Investigations Bureau.  Priority cases occu-
pied the majority of available time with training and preapproved leave taking up any re-
maining time.  The Bureau as a team, worked together to process, investigate, and suc-
cessfully solve the several cases of violent crime that occurred in the community.   
 
On 08/02/2011, a Home Invasion Robbery occurred at a local residence.  Four (4) sus-
pects were subsequently arrested on charges of Burglary, Attempted Robbery, and Con-
spiracy. 
 
Investigation into a suspicious unattended death case from July revealed evidence that the 
death was a result of homicide.  Joy Melot was subsequently arrested and charges filed 
through the District Attorney’s Office alleging murder and elder abuse.  
 
On 08/23/2011, RPD was advised of a suspicious, unattended death of an elderly female 
victim who had been transported to Ridgecrest Regional Hospital and passed away.  The 
coroner initially classified the death as suspicious in nature with signs of possible physical 
abuse.  Investigation is still ongoing, but the preliminary belief is the injuries were a result 
of a fall and prior medical conditions.   
 
On 08/27/2011, a victim presented at Ridgecrest Regional Hospital stating she had been 
drugged and raped at a residence during a party.  Investigation is almost complete with the 
suspect identified and charges to be requested through the District Attorney’s Office. 
 
On 08/29/2011, a shooting occurred at a trailer located within the trailer park of 1599 N. 
Norma St.  The shooting occurred during a dispute at the residence.  The victim exhibited 
a firearm and shot at the resident of the trailer, but missing him.  The resident/suspect was 
also holding a firearm and shot back at the victim, striking the victim in the upper chest 
and killing him.  The resident then fled the scene.  Extensive scene processing began as 
well as a multi-agency manhunt for the resident/suspect.  After several hours, the suspect 
turned himself into RPD and subsequently arrested and booked on charges of murder.  
The completed investigation was turned over to the Kern County District Attorney’s Of-
fice who ruled the death as a “justifiable homicide.”  The suspect was released from jail.   
 
Several other priority cases were taken this month such as child abuse and child  molesta-
tion that investigation was initiated on. 
 
This month, Detective Castaneda attended the FBI Violent Crime Behavioral Analysis 
Seminar at UCLA.  The seminar focused on violent crime trends, crime and behavioral 
analysis, and case study of numerous cases.  



P a g e  6  R P D  m o n t h l y  r e p o r t  



  

















Ridgecrest Parks and Recreation Department Monthly Report May — June 2011 

J&J Worldwide 
Youth Fall Soccer  

Begins 

1 

Nearly 300 Kids on 26 
Teams have come 
together this 
fall to play soccer 
for the  
J&J Worldwide 
Youth Soccer 
League. Leroy Jack-
son Sports complex 
will host games 
Friday nights and 
Saturday mornings 
until the end of Oc-
tober! 
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McDonalds big Mac 
Flag Football 

League Soon! 

Sign ups until  
October 7! Season 
Starts October 31st! 
Another exciting 
year of  
flag football! 
Sponsored yet again 
by our local 
McDonalds  
Restaurant! 
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James McRea 
Public Services Director  
********* 
Gary Parsons 
Economic Development Manager 
********* 
Ricca Charlon 
Administrative Secretary 
********* 
Matthew Alexander, AICP 
City Planner  
********* 
Kady Everson 
Planning Intern 
 

Aug/Sept 2011 

Tel: 499-5062       Fax: 499-1580 City of Ridgecrest 

  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
The Public Services Department focus during August was again directed towards 
AB1X 26 and 1X 27. Adopted by the legislators June 15, 2011 which effectively dis-
solves Redevelopment Agencies but allows Agencies willing to comply with a 
"voluntary" payment to be exempted from elimination.  The Governor signed these bills 
and they became effective on June 29, 2011.  An Ordinance accepted by the  Ridge-
crest City Council determining it will comply with the voluntary Alternative Redevelop-
ment Program pursuant to Part 1.9 of Division 24 of the California Health and Safety 
Code, in order to permit the continued existence and operation of the Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of Ridgecrest, was presented for consideration and adoption by the 
City Council. An Underlying Resolution of Intention and an Enforceable Obligation 
Payment (EOP) Schedule were also adopted.  A Statement of Indebtedness will addi-
tionally be prepared and filed along with other documentation which are being devel-
oped and will most likely be required.  The CRA, the League of California Cities, and 
others have filed a lawsuit which was accepted by the Supreme Court.  The remaining 
deadlines the Court set in order to meet its goal to make a decision in CRA v. Mato-
santos before January 15, 2012 are: 
    Sept 24, 2011: CRA and the League must file their response to the State’s filing. 
    Sept 30, 2011: Amicus curiae briefs must be filed with the court. 
    October 7, 2011: Replies to individual amicus briefs must be filed.  
The Tax  Allocation Bond (TAB) issuance in July of 2010 projects continue to move 
forward in implementation.  These projects are directed toward infrastructure, roads & 
streets, leisure services & parks, economic development, Old Town, and alternative 
energy. 
The pending legal maneuvers with the franchise waste hauler and the ongoing dispute 
that has been at the center of the City’s inability to complete the remaining ALAP items 
to date and resolve community residential disputes in service has had a finding of fact 
by arbitration.  In accordance with the franchise agreement the dispute was forwarded 
to Arbitration and the existing franchise will terminate September 02, 2011.  The City 
Council is in process of establishing interim service policies for solid waste services. 
Waste Management was awarded an Interim Solid and Recycling Franchise Waste 
agreement after an extensive review and public awareness effort.  An RFP, independ-
ent community committee review, and interaction with HFH consultants proceeded the 
interim selection. 
Commercial on site recycling for all businesses, institutions, and multi-family facilities 
is still required and mandatory. Residential solid Waste and Recycling will be modified. 

The Waste Management team is actively working in the City to ensure a positive    
transition to the interim agreement. We have local managers available to address   
concerns needing immediate attention. Waste Management will host a Local Help 
Desk at City Hall in the lobby near the Police Station throughout the implementation 
process, beginning on September 1.  
 
Ridgecrest Deployment Hotline:   Local Help Desk Hours of Operation:  
866-831-9489      Tuesday - 9 AM - Noon 
www.wmridgecrest.com    Thursday - 1PM - 4PM  

Public Services         
Department 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
 

Aug 3 - Pre City Council Meeting 
                 w/City Manager  
Aug 4 - IWV EDC mtg. 
Aug 9 - Management Team Ice  
     Cream Social 
Aug 17 - Facilities tour for Solid 
     Waste services  
Aug 18 - Solid Waste mtg.  
Aug 18 - Wal Mart EDA mtg.  
Aug 25 - Management Team follow- 
   up  Strategic Plan mtg.  
Aug 25 - Pacific Development mtg.  
Aug 25 - Wal Mart review mtg.  
Aug 25 - China Lake Alliance mtg.  
Aug 30 - Quality of Life Comm.   
   Facilities TAB review mtg.  
Aug 31 - Quality of Life Comm.   
   Facilities TAB review mtg. 
 
Additional regular meetings in 
support of various activities and  
on-going projects of interest to the 
department and City were attended.   



Traffic Safety  

Wastewater Department 
The City of Ridgecrest 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-56. 
The Treatment facility 
operated with no dis-
charge violations or ab-
normal conditions. The 
Department inspected and 
passed (6) new connec-
tion to the sanitary sew-
age system. The Depart-
ment responded to (3) 
requests for service, after 
inspection (1) proved to 

be related to the home-
owners lateral, and (2) 
were determined to be 
from illegal discharges of 
grease and vandalism. 
The Department as com-
pliance with Board Order 
No. 6-00-56 had Pond No. 
3 annual effluent analysis 
performed, the result are 
included with this month's 
SMR. The Department 
noted an increase in the 
BOD in Pond No. 3 this 
can be attributed to high 
temperatures and the 
Navy's increased golf 

course irrigation use of 
effluent from Pond No. 3. 
The Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 8.55 mil-
lion gallons of secondary 
effluent for use as fodder 
crop irrigation. The De-
partment hydro flushed 
8,800 ft. of main line 
sewer for compliance with 
the SSO and SSMP pro-
gram. The Department 
performed erosion control 
maintenance on the pond 
levees. 

July 15, 2011 Public Works Department 
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APPROPRIATE USES OF TRAFFIC CONTROLS 
The consistent application of traffic control devices is essential in 
maintaining traffic safety. Any given device for the control of traffic 
should have the same meaning and require the same action on the 
part of motorists regardless of where it is encountered. For example, 
an out-of-state motorist should be able to expect familiar traffic condi-
tions when encountered with the same traffic control devices. 
 
STOP SIGNS AND TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
Stop signs and traffic signals are not intended to reduce speeding. 
Generally, stop signs and traffic signals are installed at intersections 
where conflicting traffic volumes are high enough to require control or 
where there is a high incidence of accidents correctable by stop signs 
or traffic signals. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Stop Signs 
 
Stop signs help drivers and pedestrians establish right-of-way at inter-
sections. The justification for stop sign installation is determined by na-
tionally recognized, “warrants,” or guidelines. These warrants consider: 
•  The number of vehicles and pedestrians entering the intersection 
 during a substantial part of the day, 
•  The prevailing speed of traffic, 
•  The amount of time traffic must wait to enter the intersection, include
 ing the availability of safe crossing opportunities, and 
•  Any accident patterns susceptible of correction by stop control. The 
 volumes of traffic on both streets should be nearly equal to con
 sider all-way stop control at an intersection. 
 
Stop signs installed at locations that do not satisfy the above warrants 
may produce negative consequences such as: 
•  Unnecessary traffic congestion and delay, 
•  Motorist frustration and temptation to not completely stop, or altogether 
 disobey the stop signs, 
•  An increase in the likelihood of rear-end accidents, 
• Added noise and pollution for nearby residents, as vehicles stop and   
        accelerate, and 
•  An intersection that previously appeared, “not busy,” now looks like a 
major intersection. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traffic Signals 
Traffic signals provide for the orderly movement of vehicles and pedestrians by: 
•  Increasing the traffic handling capacity of the intersection, 
•  Reducing the frequency of certain types of accidents, especially the right angle type, 
•  Providing for the efficient and orderly movement of traffic, and 
•  Providing for minor street traffic to enter or cross the major street with less delay or risk of 
 accidents. 
 
The justification for installing traffic signals is based on nationally recognized warrants, or 
guidelines, and considers factors such as: 
•  The number of vehicles and pedestrian entering the intersection during a substantial  part 
 of the day, 
•  The prevailing speed of traffic, 
•  Schools in the vicinity, 
•  The amount of time traffic must wait to enter the intersection, including the availability of 
 safe crossing opportunities, and 
•  Any accident patterns susceptible of correction by traffic signals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FLASHING BEACONS 

Flashers attract attention to unexpected and hazardous conditions not readily apparent to 
drivers. For flashers to be effective, they must command the respect of motorists.  There-
fore, the condition must be viewed serious enough for motorists to justify having been 
alerted. If it seems arbitrary or unnecessary, drivers tend to ignore it. They may be used to 
warn motorists of upcoming severe dips or curves, or obstructions such as tunnel portals, 
bridge railings and abutments, or overcrossings. 
 



The Engineering Depart-
ment is excited to inform 
you that the new traffic 
signal at the intersection 
of Radar and South China 
Lake Boulevard is being 
erected the week of the 

August 8th.  Energization and program-
ming of the traffic light should follow 
within two weeks. 

 

The Department is also working on the 
final stages of several grant applica-
tions.  These grant applications are 
from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion and are administered by Caltrans.  

The projects are as follows: paving im-
provements to Downs Avenue between 
Inyokern Rd. and Drummond, paving of 
Sunland Ave. between Ridgecrest 
Boulevard and Church and the final 
paving of College Heights Boulevard 
between Franklin Avenue and Javis 
Avenue.  The design phase is complete 
with plans and specifications for each 
project.  The City’s consultants, Helt 
Engineering and Quad Knopf Engineer-
ing are in the final stages of obtaining  
the E-76 authorization to construct. 
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