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A maple tree shows it's fall colors, Friday, Sept. 17, 2010, in Woodstock, Maine. A vast network of 
county foresters, volunteers and others contribute their observations to state tourism officials, who 
in turn work up ``foliage forecasts'' published online and elsewhere to let leaf-peepers know where 
to find the best fall foliage. 
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The leaves are turning and so are 
heads! Another great season of fall 
soccer is keeping Ridgecrest excited 
to watch some fun games Friday eve-
nings and Saturday mornings at the 
Matt Armstrong and Upper Fields.  

Youth ranging 
from age 5 to 14 
have been showing 
their skills on the 
field over the past 
month and will 
keep on going un-
til the upcoming 
season end right 
before Halloween. 

The players have been practicing hard 
and playing even harder to finish the 
fall season strong.  

The 2010 Youth Soccer Season 
started at the beginning of September 

and the final games 
will be held the last 
Friday and Saturday 
of October. Teams in 
Divisions 4 and 5 will 
be playing a single 
elimination tourna-
ment to finish the 
season.  

Youth Soccer Season Cooling Down 
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This Month in 
PRCA News 

• McDonalds Sponsors 
Big Mac Flag Football 
League  

• Zumba helping keep 
community fit 

• New PRCA Coordina-
tor 

Division 1 
Teams 

Bulldogs 
Jets 

Warthogs 
Kickers 
Racers 

Phantoms 
Rovers 
Missles 
Strikers 

Leopards 
Mutiny 
Galaxy 

Division 2 
Teams 

Panthers 
Lions 

Cougars 
Foxes 
Pumas 
Lynx 

Wolves 
Ravens 

Division 4 
Teams 

Tornadoes 
The Fury 
Stingers 
Lazers 

Express 
Cosmos 

Division 5 Teams 
The Crew 

Metro Stars 
Fusion 
Rockets 



McDonald’s is sponsoring the Youth Flag Football 
program for another promising season. Their 
support helps to pay for the players’ shirts 
and offer coupons to players after every 
game.  

Signups for the flag football league go until 
October 14th.  The season will run from 
November 1st through December 18th and 
is available for youth ages 5 through 15.  

 

Big Mac Youth Football League 

Zumba is a Latin dance-
based aerobic fitness pro-
gram that combines 
rhythm and movement to 
build cardiovascular fit-
ness in a fun and exciting 
way.  Its also a great way 
to burn calories and tone 
muscles.  

 

Zumba Classes at KMCC Helping Keep Community Fit 

Zumba classes at KMCC 
have become a huge suc-
cess. Every day of the 
week Jennifer Mangrum, 
Licensed Zumba Instruc-
tor, holds a Zumba Fitness 
class in the Kerr McGee 
Community Center. The 
classes have a dedicated 
following with new partici-
pants joining every ses-
sion. One of KMCC’s top 
selling items is the multi- 
class punch card offered 
for Zumba classes.  
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Classes are held 

Monday/ Wednesday/

Friday at 9:30 AM, 

Tuesday/Thursday at 

5:35 PM, and Mondays 

at 6:40 PM. Each of 

these classes go for 1 

hour. Jennifer also 

teaches Zumba Gold 

Classes for beginners, 

older people and 

deconditioned (out of 

shape) people at least 

once a month.  
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PRCA Department Monthly Report 

New Parks and Recreation/Cultural Affairs Coordinator 

This month the Parks, Recreation and Cul-
tural Affairs Department welcomes a new 
Coordinator to the department, Sean Ben-
son. He recently moved back to Ridgecrest 
after graduating from CSU Chico with a  
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and a 
Certificate in Outdoor Education Leader-
ship.  

Sean was born in Ridgecrest and 
graduated from Burroughs High 
School before going to Chico, CA to 
finish his education. He has worked 
in the recreation field for three years, 
primarily within youth outdoor sports 
environments. Most notably as a di-
rector of a Mountain Biking program 
in the Northern Tahoe region of Cali-
fornia. 

The upcoming Maturango Junction looks to be a promising event for the 
community and the PRCA Department is excited to be involved with the 
event. The Kerr McGee Center will contain the offices of Ken Charlon 
Auto Sales, Bud Eyre Car Sales and Alta One FCU during the event. There 

will be car sales, as well as live bands, 
dancing, singing, food & drink, the Ki-
wanis sponsored pancake breakfast, 
Knights of Columbus sponsored sau-
sage BBQ, Remax sponsored chili 
cookoff, a children’s art fair, a youth 
pow-wow from Four Winds, interactive 
booths, a children’s parade, carnival 
games and even more.  

Maturango Junction  October 15th and 16th 

Looking Forward in PRCA Events 
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P a g e  1  R P D  m o n t h l y  r e p o r t  

Ridgecrest Police Department  

. Prepared  October, 2010 

. Last Six Months 

CrimeStatistics  

Crimes APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Rape 1 3 1 3 0 1 8 

Robbery 0 2 0 1 1 2 6 
Assault 35 32 30 21 30 31 179 

Burglary 14 13 16 20 20 17 100 
Larceny 26 45 27 29 22 20 169 

Auto Theft 7 2 2 9 2 4 26 
Total Part 

One 
Crimes 82 97 76 83 76 75 489 

        
 APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT Total 

Total Inci-
dents 2,872 3,329 3,164 3,180 3,149 2,943 18,637 

        



P a g e  2  R P D  m o n t h l y  r e p o r t  

INVESTIGATIONS 

This month under the ABC grant, one (1) Shoulder Tap Operation was conducted result-
ing in the arrest of three (3) persons for alcohol (BP) and drug (HS) violations.  Twenty-
three (23) persons were solicited at five (5) different ABC licensed premises.  Two (2) 
Minor Decoy Operations were conducted at all twenty (20) of the ABC Off-Sale li-
censed businesses within the city.  Three (3) clerks were arrested for the direct sales of 
alcohol to the minor decoys.  
 
Detective Atkins attended an 8-hr Wiretap Training class this month.  He also handled a 
couple unattended death investigations this month. 
 
This month, Detective Lawson attended a 40-hr Basic Homicide Investigation class and 
an 8-hr Wiretap Training class.  She investigated and made an arrest in a sexual assault 
case where the victim was highly intoxicated and sleeping when the suspect, a friend, 
entered her bedroom and raped her.  Detective Lawson assisted on several other priority 
cases this month. 
 
Detective Castaneda also attended the 40-hr Basic Homicide Investigation class.  He as-
sisted Detective Merzlak in the forcible rape/sodomy investigation and in the suicide in-
vestigation at Motel 6.  Detective Castaneda was active in ABC grant enforcement ac-
tivities this month.   
 
During the month of September the Crime Suppression Unit (CSU) was assigned a total 
of 18 cases to investigate and closed five.  Detective Merzlak and Detective Ballestero 
also conducted 24 probation and parole searches, which resulted in a total of 9 arrests.  
The CSU Detectives spent approximately 26 hours in court and assisted three different 
agencies throughout the month.  One of the agencies assisted was the Mendocino and 
Kern County Sheriff’s Departments with attempted apprehension of a parolee at large, 
Shane Hutchinson. During this time, Detective Merzlak and Detective Ballestero along 
with several other officers from the Ridgecrest Police Department tracked Hutchinson 
through the desert for approximately 8 hours.   
 
Detective Merzlak was assigned to investigate a forcible rape and sodomy of a juvenile 
that occurred on 09/11/2010. During this investigation Detective Merzlak and Detective 
Castaneda obtained Search and Ramey warrants, which resulted in the seizure of evi-
dence related to the case and the arrest of the suspect, Zarin Lee.  Detective Merzlak 
along with Detective Castaneda were also assigned to investigate an unattended death 
that occurred at Motel 6 on 09/29/2010. The investigation determined that the unat-
tended death was a suicide.  



  

























Finance 
Department 

 

 

September 2010 
 

Staff 
 

Tyrell Staheli – Finance Director 
Tess Sloan – Controller 

Kristi Cole – Accountant 
Margaret Rana – Payroll 

Kelly Brewton – Accounts Payable 
Virginia Johnson – Account Clerk / Front Counter 

 
 

Phone: (760) 499-5020 
Fax: (760) 499-1520 
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Front Counter 
 
Business License  

1. Processed 53 new business licenses.  
2. Processed 21 renewals.  
3. Processed changes to business licenses as received. 
4. Printed and mailed new and modified business licenses. 
5. Problems encountered:  

a. None to report 
6. To Do: 

a. Continue to process (new, changes, and inactivations) business licenses as 
received. 

b. Print business licenses on non-pay run Thursdays  
 

 
 
Transit 

1. Counted Transit vaults daily. 
2. Created the PDF monthly totals for Kristi. 
3. Problems encountered:  

a. None to report 
 
Trash 

1. Processed payments as received. 
2. Transferred phone calls and directed walk-ins with problems to Admin. 
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3. Problems encountered:  

a. None to report.  
4. To Do:  

a. Continue to process payments. 
b. Continue to send phone calls and walk-ins to “War Room” and Admin, 

respectively. 
 
TOTs 

1. Processed TOTs as received. 
2. Updated TOT spreadsheet. 
3. Problems encountered: 

a. None to report 
4. To Do: 

a. Send Ridgecrest Motel another letter regarding their TOT submittals, citing the 
City ordnance for noncompliance 

b. Send Rose Garden letter regarding TOTs from FY 10. 
 

 
 
Cash Receipts 

1. Processed cash receipts. 
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2. Filed Cash Receipts. 
3. Problems encountered:  

a. None to report 
4. To Do: 

a. Continue to clear cash receipt on a daily basis. 
b. File cash receipts as soon as time permits. 

Miscellaneous projects – In addition to answering the phone, helping customers at the counter, 
and processing payments, Virginia updated monthly spreadsheets and distributed mail daily.  

1. Sent out any utility invoices daily. 
2. Sent out other invoices once or twice a week 

There has been a problem with some invoices going straight to the departments from the mail 
room instead of coming to Finance first, so please keep an eye on your mail and get invoices 
turned into Finance as soon as possible 
 
In preparation for the new fiscal year, Virginia will: 

1. Send out RFPs to Spectrum Graphics, Pack Wrap, and Staples for envelopes. 

Accounts Payable 
 
• All payables must be received no later than 10 am on the Thursday 

before the check run, unless otherwise specified.  
~If something needs be paid with the next check run and you will be unable to 
get it to Accounts Payable (APs) by the deadline, arrangements must be made 
prior to the deadline.  We will not accept any request made after the deadline 

and invoice payment will be made the following check run.  
• When you receive utility bills get them coded, signed and returned to APs the next business 

day.  We try to get the utilities put in the blue and white inter-department envelopes so please 
pay close attention to these. 

• When submitting invoices to be paid verify that they have been signed and coded.   
• When submitting an invoice to be paid, check the account number to make sure there is 

budget available in the account.  If there is not sufficient budget available, a budget 
adjustment must be done, and a note made on the invoice of when budget adjustment was 
submitted (i.e., BA submitted to FN on 9/1/10).  

• Prior to using a vendor, verify that they are an active vendor in our system; if they are not 
please obtain a W-9 prior to purchase or services. 

• If submitting a check request in which back up needs to be sent with the check, include an 
additional copy. If an additional copy is not attached, nothing will be sent with the check. 
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• Cal-Card: Hold on to receipts until you receive the Cal Card statement.  Once statement is 

received, sign and code then submit to APs within five (5) business days along with receipts.   
• Write description of what was purchased if it is not clearly stated on the receipt or invoice. 

Do not write over descriptions on receipts.  If there is no room on the receipt, you may write 
it on the back of the receipt or you may tape it to a piece of paper to write the description on. 

• Keep receipts away from heat and do not highlight receipts, as most receipts are now printed 
on thermal paper and the heat turns them black and highlighter erases the text.   

• When submitting travels: If a both a registration check and an advance check are needed, 
please submit 2 copies of the travel request- one with the employee name highlighted, and 
one with the registration highlighted. 

• Remember any purchase or service costing over $1999.99 will need a purchase order and 
needs to be completed before the purchase is made or services are rendered.   

Check pick up  
 Checks are generally ready for pick up at 4pm on the Thursday of the 

check run.  If you have checks you need to pick up please send me an e-
mail to let me know what checks you need and I will contact you as 
soon as they are ready for pick up. 

 If a vendor wants to pick up a check, arrangements must be made with 
me no later than Wednesday of the check run, they can pick them up 
after 4pm on the Thursday or if they leave a phone number; I will 
contact them once the check is ready for pick up.   

 
Work Completed July & August 2010: 

1. Processed a total of 240 checks  
2. Paid out $555,154.98 to vendors 

 
Accounting Services 
 
Kristi also has spend MANY hours trying to reconicle the Benz spreadsheets.  She has been 
trying to get the information more organized so bills for past due amounts can be sent out. 
 
In preparation for the audit that will occur the beginning of October, Kristi has been reconciling 
accounts and helping to close the books for Fiscal Year 2010.   
 
Kristi also continues to assist the City Controller with month end processes for closing the 
accounting period – bank recons, various allocations; verify edits for Accounts Payable; prepare 
LAIF investment transfers; and prepare and send out billing to Kern County for the Transit 
System services and Senior Center charges and rent.   
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Payroll 
 
 
 

PAYROLL DEPARTMENT‐SEPTEMBER 2010 

  
PR #18 

09/08/10 
PR #19 

09/24/10  TOTAL 
GROSS WAGES PAID   $  252,910.28   $  260,817.31    $  513,727.59 

NET WAGES PAID AFTER TAXES & DEDUCTIONS   $  178,116.27   $  183,979.83    $  362,096.10 

           
Number of Overtime Hours Reported  352.25 309.75  $662.00 

Number of Overtime Hours Paid  311.75 279.25  $591.00 

Number of Overtime Hours Banked  40.5 30.5  $71.00 

OVERTIME PAID  $10,577.10 $10,296.13  $20,873.23

           

Number of Full Time Employees Paid  104 103  207

Number of Part Time Employees Paid**  37 33  70

Total Employees Paid  141 136  277

           

NOTE:    

**City Council and Planning Commissioners are classified as part time employees and they are paid 
the second payday of each month. 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

James McRea 
Public Services Director  
********* 
Gary Parsons 
Economic Development Manager 
********* 
Matthew Alexander, AICP 
City Planner  
********* 
Pam Hill 
City Planning 
********* 
Ricca Charlon 
Administrative Secretary 
 

SEPTEMBER  MEETINGS 
Sept.02 - Wastewater Mtg.  
Sept.02 - EOC Mtg.  
Sept.06 - Labor Day Holiday   
Sept.08 - CA Works Intern Mtg. 
Sept.10 - InterAgency Water Mtg.  
Sept.15 - LCC Annual Confer. San 
                Diego   
Sept.16 - LCC Annual Confr.   
Sept.17 - LCC Annual Confr.  
Sept.20 - El Chili Pepper Mtg.  
Sept.21 - Planning Staff Mtg.  
Sept.22 - Jensen Abatement Mtg.  
Sept.22 - Planning Staff,  
                Intern; CM. 
Sept.23 - IWVWD Conserv. Mtg. 
Sept 23 - RAHO Mtg.  
Sept.23 - China Lake All. Mtg.  
Sept.23 - InterAgency  Water Mtg.  
Sept.27- TAB Finance Mtg. 
Sept.28 - Kern County Bldg. Code.   
Sept.29 - TAB Bond List  Mtg.  
Sept.29 - 31 Budget Work Session  

October 2010 

Tel: 499-5062       Fax: 499-1580 City of Ridgecrest 

  COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
Administration and the Public Services Department continue to work in 
partnership with the City Council, Benz Sanitation, CalRecycle, and the 
County of Kern to improve the level of service and options to the commu-
nity to resolve many of the concerns reported and expressed with respect 
to Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Pick-up and Recycling Program.  A 
Self-haul Notification for Residential Premises Exemption Form is avail-
able on the City Website or at the counter of City Hall to allow  a volun-
tary Opt-out option.  Property Owners and occupants will be required to 
take personal responsibility to increase recycling and diversion by utiliza-
tion of the commercial recycling centers and/or a new Self-haul Drop Off 
Area still in development. A Mini Recycling Center & Drop Off Facility is 
additionally available at the City Corporate Yards at 656 W. Ridgecrest 
Blvd. during day light hours.  At this point implementation by Benz Sanita-
tion takes a short period on a monthly basis after completion of the notifi-
cation request.  Approximately 87 residential accounts have requested 
recycling curbside service only, 971 solid waste service only, and 743 
requesting no service.  
 
Additional information may be obtained from:  
 24 hour Hotline: 760-499-5069 
    recycle@ridgecrest-ca.us 
 City Website:   http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us  
 Benz Sanitation:  760-375-8455  
  
Commercial  on-site Recycling allows right sizing and remains manda-
tory. All Business, Commercial, Institutional, and Multi-family (5 or more 
units) are required to participate in an on-site recycling diversion pro-
gram.  

Public Services         
Department 

“Waste Assessments” are the way many different businesses and multi-
family dwellings (MFD) have been managing their efficiency of trash dis-
posal & recycling. Waste Assessments provide baseline information 
about what’s in the waste stream at typical MFD units or businesses, 
which is helpful data when identifying materials to target for collection. 
Assessments can also help determine the best size for recycling contain-
ers. Information on waste assessments may be found on the following 
Cal-Recycle Websites: 
MFD unit info may be found at:  
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/LGCentral/Library/Innovations/MultiFamily/ 
 (under the ‘Program Characteristics’ tab) 
Business info may be found at:  
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/ReduceWaste/Business/Assess.htm 
  (under the ‘Establishing a Waste Reduction Program at work’ tab) 



OLD TOWN ACTION PLAN COMMITTEE: 
 
OTAP Committee Meeting September 21, 2010 
 
On September 21, 2010 the Old Towne Action Plan Committee considered the completed 3-D 
Downtown Visualization video prepared by the Kern Council of Governments, an update of the 
Ridgecrest Blvd. Improvement Plan and a Draft Circulation Element for the Old Town Action Plan.  
 

3-D Downtown Visualization video, City Planner Matthew Alexander presented the final  
 Downtown Visualization video. It was decided that the staff will ask Eric Kauffman to provide 

the narration in order to provide a video presentation to the City Council on October 20, 2010.  
 

RIDGECREST BLVD. IMPROVEMENT PLAN UPDATE, City Engineer Loren Culp presented the 
latest bulb-out and landscape plan and solicited comments from OTAP Committee Members 
and the public. 

 

 
OTAPC Members decided to hold a Special Meeting and walk Ridgecrest Blvd. on September 28, 
2010. The City Engineer agreed to paint the proposed locations of the bulb outs and cross walks 
prior to the Special Meeting so that Ridgecrest Blvd. merchants and property owner would be able to 
see the intended street improvement locations. 



 
 

♦ OLD TOWN ACTION PLAN DRAFT CIRCULATION ELEMENT, The City Engineer and City 
Planner presented alternative plans for new roadway extensions and parking within the Old 
Town Study Area 

 

 
The 1991 downtown Plan recommended the following new streets: 
 

1.  An extension of Fairview St. between Panamint and Ridgecrest Blvd., 

2.  An east-west street on the north side of the City Hall complex, 

3.  A north-south street on the east side of the City Hall complex, 

4.  A east-west street on the south side of Sandy’s Mobile Home Park, 

5.  A north-south street on the east side of Sandy’s Mobile Home Park, 

 
 



 
 In addition, the City staff recommends the following new streets be considered: 
 
 6.  An Extension of Balsam Street from Ridgecrest Blvd into the City Hall complex,                               
 7.  A new street running south of and parallel to Ridgecrest Blvd. from Norma St. to the           
       Balsam Street extension, 

     8.  An extension of Fairview St. from City Hall to Ridgecrest Blvd., and 

 9.  An extension of Sanders St. north and south of the one block portion. 
 
OTAP Committee Members agreed to consider the alternative proposed new streets at the October 
20, 2010 OTAPC meeting. 
 
OTAP Committee Meeting September 29, 2010 
 
On September 29, 2010 the Old Town Action Plan Committee hosted a Special Public meeting in 
order to walk Ridgecrest Blvd. to assess the preliminary Ridgecrest Blvd. Improvement Plan. 
 
 

 
 
Some people in attendance were reluctant to take away on street parking spaces in order to provide 
the traffic calming landscaped bulb outs. 
 
Currently there are 89 on-street parking spaces on Ridgecrest Blvd. from China Lake blvd. to Norma 
St. By implementing the Option 2 Plan that was considered on September 29th, (bulb outs painted on 
the asphalt), the on-street parking spaces will be reduced to 29.   
 
The City Planner was instructed to prepare a compromise that will yield a healthy number of bulb 
outs but leave more in the neighborhood of 70 on-street parking spaces. Also, the intent will be to 
provide bulb outs next to parking lots in lieu of businesses by and large.  
 
 
 
 



PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 
September 28, 2010 Planning Commission Meeting 
 
On September 28th the Planning Commission held a workshop to consider the new draft Sign        
Ordinance. The City’s Community Development Committee directed the staff to begin work on         
re-writing the current sign ordinance in February, 2009. A first draft was completed and reviewed by 
the Community Development Committee on April 21, 2009, followed by revised second and third 
drafts considered by the Sign Ordinance Subcommittee on May 7, 2009 and May 15, 2009           
respectively. 
 
A Special meeting was conducted to consider the draft Sign Ordinance by the Chamber of         
Commerce in May, 2009. Input and comments were received from those attending the Special 
chamber of commerce meeting. A Sign Ordinance Community Opinion Survey was handed out to 
those who attended the Special Chamber of Commerce meeting in order to generate community 
sentiment regarding the extent that sign regulation that is appropriate. Also, the members of the 
Planning Commission responded to the Sign Ordinance Community Opinion Survey.  
 
The Planning Commission considered the final Draft Sign Ordinance within a workshop format as a 
Discussion Item at August 10, 2010 Planning Commission meeting. At the conclusion of the        
workshop on August 10, 2010 the Planning Commission directed the staff to amend the draft         
Ordinance to permit signs on all exposed sides of a business as well as allowing aggregate          
permissible sign area based upon the number of exposed sides of a business. Also, the staff was 
directed to eliminate any restrictions to electronic signs except for the maximum permitted size.  
 
A Motion was made and approved to send ordinance back to staff. Have pictures of other cities 
signs and ordinances brought back to Planning Commission; then choose one to possibly modify 
and move forward. 



place any regulatory, 
warning, or post-mounted 
guide (except street 
name) signs and until 
January 2018 to replace 
any street name signs 
and overhead guide signs 
that are identified by the 
assessment or manage-
ment method as failing to 
meet the minimum retrore-
flectivity levels. 

If an assessment or man-
agement method were 
being used, an agency 
would comply with the re-
quirements of the new pro-
visions even if there were 

(Continued on page 2) 

One of the Federal High-
way Administration’s 
(FHWA’s) primary mis-
sions is to improve safety 
on the nation’s roadways. 
Approximately 42,000 peo-
ple have been killed on 
American roads during the 
last decade. While only 
one-quarter of all travel 
occurs at night, about half 
of the traffic fatalities occur 
during nighttime hours. To 
address this disparity, the 
FHWA has adopted new 
traffic sign retroreflectivity 
requirements that are in-
cluded as Revision 2 of the 
2003 MUTCD. 

To comply with the new 

requirements, public agen-
cies will have until January 
2012 to implement and 
then continue to use an 
assessment or manage-
ment method that is de-
signed to maintain traffic 
sign retroreflectivity at or 
above the minimum levels 
specified. Five assessment 
or management methods 
are defined in the MUTCD 
as acceptable mainte-
nance methods for traffic 
signs. Agencies are also 
permitted to develop and 
use other methods based 
on engineering studies.  

Public agencies will have 
until January 2015 to re-

New Sign Retro reflectivity Requirements 

Wastewater Department 

The City of Ridgecrest 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-
56. The Treatment Fa-
cility operated with no 
discharge violations or 
abnormal conditions. 
The Department in-
spected and passed five 
(5) new connections to 
the sanitary sewage 
system. The Depart-

ment responded to one 
(1) requests for service, 
after inspection proved 
to be home owner re-
lated. The Department 
is continuing the treat-
ment of man holes with 
a Boric Acid solution for 
the control of pests and 
vector reduction. The 
Reclamation Depart-
ment reclaimed 6.44 
million gallons of secon-
dary effluent for use as 
fodder crop irrigation. 

The Department hydro 
flushed 8,175 feet of 
main line sewer for com-
pliance with the SSO 
and SSMP program. 
The Semi Annual 
Ground Water Analysis 
Report for the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility 
and the Reclamation 
Facility is complete and 
included with this 
month's SMR. 

October 15, 2010 Public Works Department 

C i t y  o f  R i d g e c r e s t  

October Monthly Report 



Creating Safer Work Zones 

that must be maintained for 
traffic signs. The new 
MUTCD language and 
changes are highlighted on 
the MUTCD web page: 
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/. 

Retroreflective 
Sheeting 
Materials 
 
ASTM D4956 describes 
the types of retroreflective 
sheeting materials that can 
be used on traffic signs. 
The new MUTCD minimum 
retroreflectivity require-
ments refer to sheeting 
types as defined in ASTM 
D4956. Sheeting types that 
can be used according to 
the new requirements 
(current as of March 2008). 

Even though a particular 
type of sheeting might ini-
tially meet the minimum 
retroreflectivity levels when 
new, it might quickly de-
grade to below the mini-
mum retroreflectivity levels. 

The use of higher perform-
ance sheeting, even 
though it has a higher initial 
cost, might provide a better 
life-cycle cost for the 
agency. 

 

The FHWA has developed 
a sheeting ID guide and 
has posted it at: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/retro 

Sheeting types (as defined 
in ASTM D4956) that can 
be used according to the 
new requirements are as 
follows: 

some individual signs that 
do not meet the minimum 
retroreflectivity levels at a 
particular point in time. Be-
cause of the seven to 10-
year compliance period 
adopted for replacing signs 
that have insufficient ret-
roreflectivity, highway de-
partments will be able to 
implement improved sign 
inspection and manage-
ment procedures and sub-
sequently replace the signs 
in a period that is consis-
tent with the typical sign 
replacement cycle.  

New National 
Requirements 
The Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD) is the national 
standard for all traffic con-
trol devices on any street 
or highway open to public 
travel. 

The MUTCD requires signs 
to be either illuminated or 
made with retroreflective 
sheeting materials. Most 
signs in the U.S. are made 
with retroreflective sheeting 
materials, which degrade 
over time and therefore 
have a limited life. Until 
now, there has been little 
information available to 
determine when signs 
need to be replaced based 
on retroreflectivity. 

Revision number two of the 
2003 Edition of the 
MUTCD introduces new 
language establishing mini-
mum retroreflectivity levels 

(Continued from page 1) 
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• All prismatic sheet-
ing materials may be 
used for all signs.  

• High Intensity 
Beaded (Type III) 
and Super Engineer 
Grade (Type II) may 
be used for all signs 
except for the white 
legend on overhead 
guide signs.  

• Engineer Grade 
(Type I) may be 
used for all signs 
except for:  

• The white leg-
end on guide 
signs,  

• The white leg-
end on street 
name signs, and  

• All yellow and 
orange warning 
signs.  

For additional informa-
tion on this rulemaking 
and sign retroreflectivity, 
please visit the FHWA 
retroreflectivity web site 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/retro.  



Adding Flexibility 
The MUTCD now requires that agencies maintain traffic signs to a set of minimum levels but provide a variety of 
maintenance methods that agencies can use to be in compliance with the new MUTCD requirements. The FHWA 
believes that the new MUTCD language will promote safety while providing flexibility for agencies to choose a 
maintenance method that best fits their specific conditions. 

The minimum retroreflectivity requirements do not imply that an agency must measure every sign. Rather, the new 
MUTCD language describes methods that agencies can use to maintain traffic sign retroreflectivity at or above the 
minimum levels. 

Nighttime visibility of traffic control devices is becoming increasingly important as our population ages. By the year 2020, about 
one-fifth of the U.S. population will be 65 years of age or older. In general, older individuals have declining vision and slower reac-
tion times. Signs that are easier to see and read at night can help older drivers retain their freedom of mobility and remain inde-
pendent. 

It's All About Safety 
Providing retroreflective delineation and signing is important as a means of reducing the higher nighttime crash 
rates. Signs that have sufficient retroreflectivity during nighttime conditions are especially beneficial to older road 
users. Safe and efficient highways are a benefit to the motoring public and the health and viability of a community. 
Source: FHWA 
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