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Oct 01 - Media Mtg, 
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ADMINISTRATION 
Harvey Rose                 Eva Peterson 
Interim City Manager   Exec. Secretary 
 
Rachel Ford                    Pat Anderson  
City Clerk                                HR Clerk 
 
Ann Taylor                       Craig Bradley 
Adm. Analyst III                MIS Manager 
  
Karen Guidangen            Starla Shaver 
Risk Management         Adm. Analyst I 
 

City Manager 
City Manager Harvey Rose  - First month back and 
acclimating to work life.  The new office, computer 
configuration, and various city matters at hand are 
keeping me very busy.  I have met with staff and 
Benz regarding the trash issue and have been briefed 
on the concerns by the Council and community.  One-
on-one department head meetings, media and Wal-

Mart meetings have been added to my calendar.  I have enough to keep 
me occupied for awhile. 
 
Administration 

Eva Peterson – Welcome back Mr. Rose!  It has been a busy 
month getting things ready for our new City Manager and making 
preparations for the Kern County Association of Cities (KCAC) 
dinner meeting that Ridgecrest is hosting in early December.  
Also, assisted Councilmember Holloway with federal travel ar-
rangements for DOD Conference in Orlando, FL.   

 
Ann Taylor - Continue working on the SCE partnership multi-
year agreement.  I have also been working will be helping on 
special projects in Human Resources.  I am currently preparing 
the grant application for the Energy Efficiency Conservation 
Block Grant Program.  This grant will provide the City with ap-
proximately $147,000 for an energy efficient project for a munici-

pal facility. 
 

Lauren Elliott -  In the month of October, 15 participants con-
tinued their work experiences within the community. The 
Y.E.S! staff has continued to progress more applicants 
through the approval process. The Y.E.S! Staff has com-
pleted the summer portion of the program and is currently 

working on the winter intake. During the month of October we held a 
mass orientation and completed a community project. The program 
had 28 participants successfully complete the program and another 
16 to follow shortly. The program had another participant success-
fully complete the program and was employed by a local business.  
Please remember, the interest you show today in our youth of this 
community will ultimately shape our community and our country to-
morrow.  Show a positive interest and secure all of our futures 
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Karen Guidangen - Not much new with Human Resources but here are a few remind-
ers………….AFLAC will come in one more time on November 25th this will be your last chance to 
enroll in any new coverage or make changes to current.  They will only be here from 2:30 – 4:30 so 
“please” make sure to contact me at x5035 to schedule your appointment. If you are enrolled in Un-
reimbursed Medical “Flex-One” and do not come in to continue your current deductions they will ex-
pire and not continue into the new year.  

 
The Events Committee is diligently planning for our Annual Christmas Luncheon make sure to mark your cal-
endar for December 17th there will be fun for all. 
 
Risk Management - we had 26 open Worker’s Compensation claims, 6 new and 1 claim closed leaving 31 
opened claims.  There are no open liability claims and no property claims.  Renewals for  the Crime Bond has 
been received and will be working to get that submitted within the next month.  As always, I appreciate your 
support and the opportunity to work with you “Our Employees”.  
 
 
 



Parks, Recreation, &  
Cultural Affairs 
Department 

 

On Wednesday November 4th the 
Kern County Health Department 
held the first Swine Flu Clinics at 
the Kerr McGee Center. Crowds 
formed early and lines were long 
inside and outside the building. 
The Kern County Health Depart-
ment reported administering over 
700 vaccinations that day! 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF IN-
TEREST: 

● Park Preschool - pg 2 

● Youth Flag Football - pg 3 

● Youth Soccer - pg 3 

● Youth Basketball     
League  - pg. 4 

● Maturango  Days held in 
Freedom Park—pg 4  



Park Preschool Happenings….. 
The Parks and Recreation Departments Park Pre-School 
took time out of their normal activities to put on a  
Halloween Parade for their parents through Kerr McGee  
and City Hall.  



 

The 4th year of Youth Flag Football began on November 2 with over 230 par-
ticipants. The league is for youth ages 6-15, they practice one night per week 
with games every Friday night or Saturday morning. McDonalds of Ridge-
crest has graciously agreed to provide the long sleeved shirts again this year. 
Their sponsorship was a big hit with everyone last year. Included in their 
sponsorship is a weekly coupon deal, “Buy a Big Mac or any item at equal or 
greater price and receive ONE Big Mac Free” for players, coaches, and offi-
cials who wear their Big Mac Flag Football League shirt into the restaurant.   

  
 
Parks and Recreation Department Fall Soccer League ended on 
Oct. 31st. with a tournament. Tournament winners were: 
 
Boys Div. 4   Silver medal:  The Lasers     
         Gold medal:  The Fury 
Coed Div. 5   Silver medal:  The Rockets 
          Gold medal:  The Fusion 
 



The Parks and Recreation            
Department’s Youth Basketball 
League is taking sign ups through 
December 1st with the league start-
ing January 4th 2010. The league is 
for all interested youth 5 - 13 years 
of age. Gary Charlon’s local State 
Farm Office has graciously agreed 
to sponsor the league again this 
year...Thanks in advance to Gary 
Charlon for his ongoing support!! 
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Ridgecrest Police Department 

RPD monthly report 

 

 

 

 

 

 Officer Agostinacci, Explorers, and volunteers hosted a Haunted House on October 30th        

   & 31st at the  fairgrounds raising $1,650  for the CHAMPS and Explorer programs. 

 

 

 



ZOMBIE CIRCUS CONTINUED………………….. 

PICTURES COMPLIMENTS OF JOSH RUTHERFORD.                                  
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Ridgecrest Police Department  
Prepared October, 2009 

Crime for the Last Six Months 

 Crimes Apr May June July Aug Sept Total 
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 1 1 1 3 0 0 6 
Robbery 1 0 0 2 1 0 4 

Assault 30 48 26 26 24 34 188 
Burglary 13 13 10 13 15 13 77 

Larceny 21 31 19 25 22 30 148 

Auto Theft 1 6 4 3 6 1 21 

Total Part One Crimes 67 99 60 72 68 78 444 

Total Incidents 3147 3471 3515 3604 3573 3179 20489 
-      
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INVESTIGATIONS 

PACT 
PACT volunteers worked a total of 1173.5 hours during the month of October, PACT’s busiest month of the year.   
The Desert Empire Fair, parade, Viewfinders Motocross race, Maturango Junction and Burroughs High School 
Homecoming activities all kept PACT members very busy.  PACT   volunteers  also turned 8 Code Enforcement 
complaint forms in to Code Enforcement Officer  Smith.   PACT Graffiti removal team members also cleaned up 
36 graffiti sites.    PACT is pleased to welcome one new Animal Welfare Volunteer, Cherrie Watkins and one new 
full PACT member, Dan Harbaugh! 

October was “slow” due to training, time-off, and court.  Most general detectives had several “Admin” days where 
they performed clerical duties such as inputting subpoenas, processing citations, and filing court cases with the DA.   
 
Detective Hanley had a two week vacation period and continued working several child molestation cases initiated in 
September. 
 
Detective Atkins is working an in-depth embezzlement case involving the local Coldwell Banker officer.  A former 
accountant allegedly diverted and took over $60,000 in business funds. 
 
Detective Castaneda solved a residential burglary where checks were stolen and then cashed at a local bank.  Three 
suspects were identified and arrested on charges of burglary, forgery, and conspiracy. 
 
Clerk Agostinacci, Property Officer Rutherford, and I attended various components of the RIMS Conference in S. 
Lake Tahoe.  Several improvements were submitted regarding the RIMS Property Module and will be incorporated 
in the RIMS 17 update. 
 
On 10-09-09, CSU conducted a parole search on Allen Delapena at his residence 1008 W. Langley Ave.  There Offi-
cers located approximately .2 grams of methamphetamine inside of a pipe and 14 morphine pills.  A warrant for De-
lapena has been sought through the DA’s office, see RPD case# 09-3449. 

On 10-10-09, CSU along with the Health Department conducted an investigation into the sales of tobacco to minors.  
Using a minor decoy we attempted to buy cigarettes from all stores that sell tobacco.  Three locations sold cigarettes 
to our decoy and three arrests were made, see RPD case# 09-3463/3465/3466. 

On 10-15-09, CSU conducted a probation/parole search on Derek Pollock and Curtis Vaughn at 329 E. Ridgecrest 
Blvd. (Rose Garden Inn).  Officer located a small amount of methamphetamine and several pipes.  Both Pollock and 
Vaughn were arrested; see RPD case#09-3519 

On 10-28-09, CSU conducted a probation search on Robert Lewis and his residence, 416 N. Warner St. Officer lo-
cated approximately 11 grams of methamphetamine, paraphernalia, and items consistent with sales.  Also in the resi-
dence was Jennifer Billings who had several warrants for her arrest and was on the Ridgecrest Most Wanted.   



 

































share of the safety prob-
lem. As a result, organiza-
tions such as the FHWA, 
NHTSA, the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers 
(ITE), the American Asso-
ciation of State Highway 
and Transportation Offi-
cials (AASHTO), the 
American Automobile As-
sociation (AAA), and 
other private and public 
organizations are devot-
ing resources to help re-
duce the problem. 

Planning for Safety 
Safety is a prime consid-

In 2008, there were 
37,261 fatalities on our 
Nation’s roadways. Of 
these, 7,772 (20.8% of 
total fatalities) were inter-
section or intersection 
related. 

An intersection is a 
planned point of conflict in 
the roadway system. With 
different crossing and 
entering movements by 
both drivers and pedestri-
ans, an intersection is one 
of the most complex traf-
fic situations that motor-
ists encounter. Dangers 

are compounded when 
we add the element of 
speeding motorists who 
disregard traffic controls. 
Despite improved inter-
section design and more 
sophisticated applications 
of traffic engineering 
measures, the annual toll 
of human loss due to mo-
tor vehicle crashes has 
not substantially changed 
in more than 25 years. 

Intersection safety is a 
national, state and local 
priority. Intersections rep-
resent a disproportionate 

Intersection Safety 

Wastewater Department 
The City of Ridgecrest 
VWVTF operated 
within design and com-
pliance directives is-
sued under Board Or-
der No. 6-00-56. The 
treatment facility oper-
ated with no discharge 
violations or abnormal 
conditions. The Depart-
ment inspected and 
passed (5) new connec-
tion to the sanitary 
sewage system. The 
department responded 

to (5) requests for ser-
vice (1) odor complaint, 
(1) requests for treat-
ment of the sewage col-
lection system for roach 
control, and (3) possi-
ble main line stoppage, 
that were the home-
owners problem. The 
Department continued 
periodic maintenance 
on the levees of the 
treatment lagoons. The 
reclamation depart-
ment reclaimed 3.46 

million gallons of sec-
ondary effluent for use 
as fodder crop irriga-
tion. The Department 
hydro flushed 17,796 ft. 
of main line sewer for 
compliance with the 
SSO and SSMP pro-
gram. 

Special points of interest: 

 

Public Works Monthly Report 
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eration for traffic engineers 
when designing, operating, 
managing, and rehabilitat-
ing intersections. Engineers 
have several methods of 
using collision data to as-
sess intersection safety. 
Traditionally, engineers 
have used collision fre-
quency to evaluate the 
safety of an intersection. 
Many jurisdictions produce 
a "Top 10" list of intersec-
tions with the highest colli-

sion frequency and 
concentrate their 
improvement ef-
forts at those sites. 
Collision frequency, 
however, does not 
take traffic volume 
or collision severity 
into consideration. 
By measuring colli-
sion rates, which 
take into account 
exposure to traffic 

volumes, engineers can 
assess the risk that road 
users face.  

By looking at both collision 
frequency and rates, plan-
ners can select those inter-
sections with both high col-
lision frequencies and high 
collision rates for more de-
tailed safety diagnoses. In 
addition, they can look at 
collision severity through 
use of an index that gives 

greater weight to collisions 
resulting in serious injury or 
fatality than to those result-
ing in property damage 
only. 

Engineers analyzing inter-
sections also use safety 
performance functions, 
equations that present the 
mathematical relationship 
between collision frequency 
and volume based on a 
group of intersections with 
similar characteristics (that 
is, signalized, same num-
ber of legs, and similar av-
erage annual daily traffic). 
This method can be com-
plex, but it helps planners 
calculate the potential for 
safety improvement more 
accurately than other meth-
ods.  

The ability to measure, 
evaluate, and forecast traf-
fic operations is a basic 
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On October 26, 2009, 
the Administrative 
Analyst I, Starla 
Shaver was pro-
moted to Administra-
tive Analyst III and 
reclassified from Ad-
ministrative  Depart-
ment. to Public 
Works.  The primary 
function of the Ad-
ministrative Analyst 

will be to ensure 
Transit compliance.  
The transit staff con-
tinues to verify infor-
mation contained in 
TTP provided by 
Moore & Associates. 

Transit 



element of effectively diagnosing problems and selecting 
appropriate treatments for signalized intersections. An 
analysis of traffic operations describes how well an inter-
section accommodates demand for all user groups. Engi-
neers can use operations analyses at a broader level to 
determine the size of intersection needed, and at a more 
refined level to develop signal timing plans. Engineers 
commonly use three measures of effectiveness to evalu-
ate signalized intersection operations: volume-to-capacity 
ratio (how well an intersection can accommodate traffic 
volumes), delay (additional travel time experienced by 
motorists moving through the intersection), and queue 
(lines of traffic in areas such as turn lanes). 

Remedies for Signalized Intersection Problems 
Traffic signals are a common form of traffic control used 
by State and local agencies to address roadway opera-
tions. They allow the shared use of road space by sepa-
rating conflicting movements in time and allocating delay. 
They can also be used to enhance the mobility of some 
movements as, for example, along a major arterial. 

Traffic signals play a prominent role in achieving safer 
performance at intersections. Research has shown that, 
under the right circumstances, the installation of traffic 
signals will reduce the number and severity of crashes. 
But inappropriately designed and/or located signals can 
have an adverse effect on traffic safety, so care in their 
placement, design, and operation is essential. 

Once project engineers have analyzed a signalized inter-
section, they can apply a variety of remedies to minimize 
safety or operational deficiencies, including system wide, 
intersection-wide, alternative, approach, and individual 
movement treatments. 

System wide treatments apply to roadway segments lo-
cated within the influence of signalized intersections and 
to intersections affected by traffic flow along a corridor. 
These treatments primarily address safety concerns as-
sociated with rear-end collisions, turbulence related to 
vehicles turning in the middle of the block from driveways 
or no signalized intersections, and coordination problems 

associated with how traffic progresses from one location 
to another. 

Studies have shown that conventional methods of in-
creasing intersection capacity—such as adding left-turn, 
through, and right-turn lanes—can have diminishing re-
turns. Larger intersections increase traveler delays be-
cause of longer clearance times for vehicles and pedes-
trians, greater imbalances in lane use, and potential 
queue blockages caused by longer cycle lengths. 

Approaches are critical components of a signalized inter-
section. It should be obvious to someone approaching by 
motor vehicle, bicycle, or on foot that an intersection is 
ahead, and the traffic control device is a traffic signal. 
Adequate signing and pavement marking is required to 
provide the driver with sufficient information to determine 
the appropriate lane to choose and direction to travel. 
The pavement on the approaches should provide the 
driver with a smooth, skid-resistant surface, with ade-
quate drainage. The approaches ideally should meet at 
right angles and should be at grade and free of unneces-
sary clutter and obstacles. Sight distance for all ap-
proaches should be adequate for drivers proceeding 
through the intersection, particularly those making a left 
turn.  

Approach treatments include sight distance, signing, and 
pavement markings; grading and intersection angles; and 
lack of clutter. These treatments ensure that approaching 
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians can see that an in-
tersection is ahead and that a traffic signal is controlling 
the traffic flow. Adequate signs and pavement markings, 
for example, help drivers choose an appropriate lane and 
travel direction. The pavement on the approaches gives 
drivers a smooth, skid-resistant surface. Sight distance 
for all approaches should be adequate for drivers pro-
ceeding through the intersection, particularly those mak-
ing left turns. 

 

Source: FHWA/NHTSA 

(Continued from page 2) 
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