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ADMINISTRATION 
Harvey Rose               Eva Peterson 
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Adm. Analyst III              MIS Manager 
  
Karen Guidangen          Lauren Shaver 
HR/Risk Mgmt.         W.I.A.Coordinator 
 

Interim City Manager 
Interim City Manager Rose  - Various meet-
ings with Benz regarding trash have taken 
place.  Mayor Pro Tem Carter, Vice Mayor 
Wiknich, Benz and I met to discuss custom-
ers determining their “level of service”.  Also 
discussed citizens concerns regarding ser-

vice and the cost for the trash service.    A resolution for clarifi-
cation of Ordinance No. 09-01 will be discussed at City Council 
meeting.  I want to wish everyone a very happy Holiday Sea-
son.  
 

Administration 
Eva Peterson – Have been busy with Planning Commission, City 
Council, City Organization, Benz and Weekly Staff meeting min-
utes.  KCAC dinner meeting was a huge success and we have 
interest by some participants in returning to Ridgecrest to re-take 
tour of the Naval Museum.   

 
Lauren Elliott -  In the month of November, 15 participants con-
tinued their work experiences within the community. The Y.E.S! 
staff has continued to progress more applicants through the ap-
proval process. The Y.E.S! Staff has completed the summer 
portion of the program and is currently working on the winter 
intake. During the month of November we held a mass orienta-

tion and completed a community project. The program had 4 participants 
successfully complete the program and another 8 to follow shortly.  Please 
remember, the interest you show today in our youth of this community will 
ultimately shape our community and our country tomorrow.  Show a posi-
tive interest and secure all of our futures 
 

 
Rachel Ford - City Clerk’s office has been extremely busy with 
three initiative petitions.  The Wal-Mart petition has been re-
ceived and is currently at Kern County Elections for verification 
and two other petitions for initiatives are currently being circu-
lated in the City.  Rachel Ford attended the League of California 
Cities New Law conference in Monterrey and is working on up-

dating the office to be in compliance with new Fair Political Practices Com-
mission and Election regulations.  Also, there have been numerous re-
quests for public records that have been or are in the process of being 
filled.  There is one bid currently open for a new traffic signal at the inter-



CITY OF RIDGECREST 

City Manager/Administration 

NOVEMBER 2009 
MONTHLY REPORT  

 
    Telephone 499-5004  -  Fax 499-1500 

section of China Lake Boulevard and Church Street, the bid closes on December 15, 2009 at 4:00pm and re-
ceived bids will be opened and reviewed for award of the contract.  Special Events committee will be hosting 
the annual employee appreciation potluck on December 17 for all employees and volunteers, appreciation 
gifts for employees will be funded from the employee Penny War fundraiser that was held in 2008.  
 

 
Ann Taylor -  I am Currently in the recruiting process for a City Manager and City Engineer.  The 
new SCE partnership agreement was signed this month.  Over 150 inefficient holiday lights strands 
were exchanged for new energy efficient LED light strands.  The Events committee worked hard 
preparing for this year’s Christmas Holiday Potluck.  The Committee did an awesome job for their 
fellow employees.  Happy Holidays! 

 
 

 
Karen Guidangen -  
 

HUMAN RESOURCES WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE A VERY MERRY CHRIST-
MAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. BE SAFE! 



November / December 2009 



Parks Staff working to Decorate City Hall for the Holidays 

 
 

Staff has put up  the holiday decorations at the Civic Center Circle in  
preparation for the tree lighting ceremony.  



2010 Basketball Season 
 Begins Soon... 

The end of another successful 
Youth Flag Football season is 
near.  This year’s “Big Mac” 
Flag Football League brought 
together many youth with ages 
ranging from 6-15 years old. 
McDonalds of Ridgecrest    
generously sponsored this 
year’s league by purchasing the 
shirts for participants, as well 
as giving every player a ‘Buy 
One, Get One’ coupon good for 
a “Big Mac”.  The Parks and          
Recreation Department would 
like to thank McDonalds of 
Ridgecrest, the Tosti’s, all of 
our referees, the coaches, and 
participants for making the 
2009 league another HUGE 
success! 

Flag Football Coming To An End  

It’s that time of year again. Youth Basketball Season is here, 
and it begins in January. This years Youth Basketball League 
will once again be Sponsored by Gary Charlon Insurance of 
Ridgecrest.   Charlon Insurance will be supplying all of the 
participants shirts. Due to their generosity, the league will 
take the name “Gary Charlon Insurance Youth Basketball 
League”.  This year’s league has over 300 youth signed up. 
Teams will practice one night a week with games on  
Saturdays.  We are still looking for officials for the season, if 
interested you may call the Kerr McGee Center for more in-
formation at 499-5151.  

      Garycharlon.com 



I’m sure you all have seen the news clips of fans, parents, coaches, and spectators getting into physical altercations over something 
that transpired in the course of a youth recreational sporting event. As unfortunate as these spectacles are, they serve as a reminder 
that if rules of conduct are not in place people can rapidly get out of hand. 
 
While the attached article (Please See Page 5) may seem out of the ordinary to some, we here at Parks and Recreation see examples of 
overzealousness on a fairly consistent basis. Various levels of enthusiasm are common on the sidelines or in the bleachers, however 
limits must be maintained in order that conditions do not get out of control. Improper behavior is not limited to the spectators view-
ing the sporting activity. We have had to council some of our players and volunteer coaches from time to time and remind them that 
our programs are meant to be purely recreational. The first rule is to provide an environment that is safe as well as one that kids can 
learn and have fun with others. 
 
As a society of sports fans, which is an abbreviation of (fanatics), it is only natural to become emotionally involved with a game es-
pecially if ones children or grandchildren are participating. Our staff constantly monitors the action, interaction, and tone of the 
events we sponsor. It is our responsibility to insure that a safe and courteous atmosphere exists at all times. If inappropriate actions 
manifest on our playing turf we investigate the circumstances surrounding such behavior and take appropriate measures to mitigate 
unwanted behaviors before any escalation of misbehavior takes place. 
 
When it becomes necessary to act upon a person’s misconduct we have various options available which are fair and impartial. After 
our initial investigation is concluded we generally call the party or parties involved in for a meeting where we discuss our findings 
and offer suggestions to correct whatever problem that brought about the intervention. Unfortunately, there are those who do not 
heed the advice or warning. In these cases, depending on the severity of the infraction, we may have to go to a harsher action which 
could include suspensions for various terms, or complete termination from our sports programming. Termination is rare and unfortu-
nate, but we have had to implement sanctions in the past to maintain order and provide for a safe environment for players spectators 
and officials. 
 
Essentially it is the responsibility of all city residents who attend our sports functions to conduct themselves in a manner conducive 
to an experience which leads our youth to have a good time and by example observe behavior that emulates the spirit sportsmanship, 
friendship, and athletics. 

Side Line Courtesy 

Please see the companion article on page 5, entitled “Confessions of a Nasty Sports Mom” 



My opponent was talented, a star. I knew that as she ran toward me. She'd scored three times already; she had to be stopped. So: "You're not as good 
as you think you are!" I bellowed. 
  
Startled, she froze, her concentration broken. Mission accomplished! Then the referee blasted her whistle and strode over to the bleachers. "I'm going 
to ask all of you to refrain from making personal comments," she said curtly. I knew she meant me. And I didn't care, even though my "opponent" was 
only 13 years old and playing field hockey against my daughter's team. 
 
That's right. I was an Ugly Sports Mom. 
 
My kids were ashamed of me. "Could you please not scream at the officials?" my daughter would plead. My son, braver, shouted back at me from the 
basketball court: "I am hustling! Leave me alone!" I couldn't. I just couldn't. They were the ones playing, but I was the one caring. 
 
I've read the same news stories you have, about the T-ball coach who paid a player to bean a subpar teammate, the parents who have done even worse. 
I clucked my tongue along with you. I abhor the emphasis America places on winning. I know what matters isn't the score but how you play the game. 
And yet there's a fire that flares up in me when opponents square off. It doesn't matter what they're playing, or at what level competition makes me 
come alive. ("My wife will watch any sport with me on television," my husband once told an envious colleague. "Even soccer.") I don't know how I 
got this way. I only know that games mean more to me than they ever have to my kids. "I like to practice," says my daughter, a three-sport athlete in 
high school, "but I don't like the games." Practice? Who cares about practice? The game is everything. 
 
I played lots of games when I was younger: softball, basketball, volleyball, field hockey. And whether it was a varsity match or pickup at a picnic, I 
played whole hog. I did it for the rush I got when I stopped a shot on goal or served up an ace. No academic honor, no professional prize, would ever 
feel that good. 
 
Once my kids came along, though, I stepped aside. It was their turn. And oh, the hopes I had for them! I coached them, rooted for their teams, and 
waited anxiously to see them blossom into stars. They didn't. They tried hard, and they had moments of glory. But, you know, they never wanted to 
watch soccer on TV. And it slowly dawned on me that athletic competition meant something to me that it didn't to them. In my mind, sports were life's 
proving ground the whole Chariots of Fire shtick. To my kids, sports were "That Thing That Makes Mom Go Berserk." 
 
As happens so often, I came to this realization too late for it to make a difference. If only I could have stayed in my lawn chair like the other mothers 
instead of pacing the sidelines, maybe the kids and I would be sitting down together to watch the World Cup. Maybe they'd link sports with joy like I 
do, instead of with self-consciousness and a sense of expectations unmet. If I could have done that, though, I wouldn't be who I am. Competitiveness 
isn't something you clear from your psyche when you clean out your locker. At my kids' matches, I could smell the mown grass, scuff the chalk lines 
on the field. 
 
I couldn't bear to just watch. I wanted to play. When I raged at the refs, I was raging at the fact that I was stuck on the sidelines. 
 
Then, a few years ago, while dropping my son off for basketball at the Y, I ran into the mom of a kid in his Scout troop. She was there, she told me, 
for the Wednesday night volleyball game. 
 
"I love volleyball," I said. 
 
She must have heard something in my voice. "Why don't you come along?" 
 
"Oh, I haven't played in years," I said. "My ankles... my shoulder..." 
 
She shrugged and remarked, "Everybody's got something." 
 
That's how I got my game back. The regulars who show up on Wednesdays range from early 30s to mid-60s, and from whippet-lean to, well, not. 
We're stay-at-home moms, workers at Wal-Mart, engineers, teachers, a preacher, and one writer. What we have in common is this: We need our fix, 
the chance to prove ourselves and shine. "I'm gonna be a hero!" Dominick crows as he serves up a point. Maybe he will. Or maybe he'll be a goat 
instead. We revel in that edge of uncertainty, the bright lure of glory heightened by the chance of failing ignominiously. 
 
I am more myself in the company I keep on Wednesday nights than I am at work or even with my family. My fellow players are kindred souls, our 
games a release for the competitive drives we assumed that age and time would put an end to... but haven't. We are both embarrassed by and proud of 
our intensity. 
 
Recently, there was a mix-up when we arrived; an employee had borrowed the net — our net — for a beach party. We roiled in the lobby like a lynch 
mob. The poor desk clerk was cowed enough to get on the phone and find that net now. We paced the sidewalk outside, grumbling, until the truck 
rolled up with it. We took possession as if we were jonesing. 
 
Then we started in, and all our discontent and ill will dissipated. For 2 hours, life boiled down to this: Sometimes you win, and sometimes you lose. 
 
And you can't do either if you don't play the game.  

Confessions of a Nasty Sports Mom 
By Sandy Hingston, Prevention 

Article received 12-7-2007  from MSN.com 
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Ridgecrest Police Department  
Prepared November, 2009 

Crime for the Last Six Months 

 Crimes May June July Aug Sept Oct Total 
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 1 1 3 0 0 1 6 
Robbery 0 0 2 1 0 1 4 

Assault 48 26 26 24 34 30 188 
Burglary 13 10 13 15 13 13 77 

Larceny 31 19 25 22 30 28 155 

Auto Theft 6 4 3 6 1 4 24 

Total Part One Crimes 99 60 72 68 78 77 454 

Total Incidents 3471 3515 3604 3573 3179 3058 20400 
-      
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INVESTIGATIONS 
On 11/02/2009, at approximately 2400 hours, a home invasion robbery occurred within the city of Ridge-
crest (Case #: 09-3740).  Three black males who were armed with handguns, kicked open the door to a 
residence and stole an unknown amount of money and marijuana.   The investigation indicates that the sus-
pects may be from California City and are active gang members.  Investigation further revealed the victim 
is dealing marijuana and this may have been the motivation behind the robbery.  The approximate amount 
of marijuana is between 5oz and 2 lbs.  The approximate amount of money taken is between 2,000 and 
10,000 dollars.  While conducting this investigation several search/arrest warrants were written for people 
who may have been involved with this crime, and other crimes which occurred within the city of Ridge-
crest.  A California City follow-up trip was conducted with two persons being arrested for crimes commit-
ted with the City of Ridgecrest.  Detective Manny Castaneda is the primary investigator for the robbery 
and he is being assisted by CSU and the other general detectives.  The investigation is ongoing.   

Detective Atkins continues to work property and fraud cases.  He took a one week vacation/holiday period 
this month.  Detective Atkins also assisted in the home invasion robbery case and the California City trip. 

Detective Hanley is investigating a forcible “Date Rape” where the suspect and his friends are from Cali-
fornia City with gang affiliation.  The suspect, Ronald Tyson III, and his friend Kevin Johnson were com-
ing to Ridgecrest on a frequent basis and attending local parties.  Suspect raped victim on one occasion and 
threatened her to prevent her from reporting incident.  After the police were contacted, the victim was in-
timidated at work.  Trip was made to California City with Ramey warrant and suspects were arrested.  Pre-
liminary hearing completed, bound over for trial in January/early February. 

Detective Hanley is continuing investigation into local suspect, Brian Sullivan, possibly molested four out 
of seven of his own children. Forensic interview/physical exam completed, and suspect interviewed. Coor-
dinated with DDA Lisa Green to try and corroborate with older children to show suspects past behavior. 
Older children are uncooperative and do not want to provide statements.  DDA Green advised to file case 
with their office instead of arrest. 

Detective Hanley is investigated local suspect, Tyler Jones, who head butted victim during argument caus-
ing major head injury/fractured skull to the victim.  Everyone interviewed and Jones was arrested who con-
fessed to head butting the victim.  

Detective Hanley is investigating a case where victim alleges her father, who lives out of county now, mo-
lested her several years ago. Re-interviewed victim and scheduled forensic interview.  In touch with 
Madera County Sheriff's Department who states that once the forensic is complete they would interview 
suspect, who now lives in their jurisdiction.  

 
On 11-02-09, CSU investigation discovered that Craig Dixon would be transporting methamphetamine to 
Ridgecrest with the intent to sell.  After several hours of surveillance and with the assistance of patrol offi-
cers, Dixon was located driving into town.  A traffic stop was conducted and Dixon was arrested on an ac-



PACT 

PACT volunteers worked a total of 575 hours during the month of November.   PACT volunteers 
turned 3 Code Enforcement complaint forms in to Code Enforcement Officer Smith.   PACT Graffiti 
removal team members also cleaned up 107 graffiti sites, a record number of sites cleaned in a month 
for PACT.  Nuisance Abatement volunteers also rounded up 24 stray shopping carts during the month.  
PACT is pleased to welcome two new Animal Welfare volunteers, April Mann and John Biskup. 
 

On 11-02-09, CSU investigation discovered that Craig Dixon would be transporting methamphetamine to 
Ridgecrest with the intent to sell.  After several hours of surveillance and with the assistance of patrol offi-
cers, Dixon was located driving into town.  A traffic stop was conducted and Dixon was arrested on an active 
warrant.  He was determined to be on probation with search terms and a search of his vehicle was conducted.  
CSU located two ounces of “uncut” methamphetamine and one pound of dried marijuana, Dixon was ar-
rested.  See RPD case# 09-3739 for details. 

CSU also made several warrant arrests this month or provided patrol with information on the location of 
warrant suspects.  CSU assisted in several general investigation cases. 

In November, RPD CSU Detectives Rick Smith and Ryan Sloan attended the annual California Narcotic’s 
Officer Association training conference in San Francisco, CA.  This training conference offered 24-hrs of 
POST training in numerous area of drug enforcement as well as giving narcotic officers a change to 
“network” and obtains personal contacts of other law enforcement agencies. 

INVESTIGATIONS 



 





























 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
 

 

Additional regular meetings in support of 
various activities and on-going projects 
of interest to the  department and city 
were attended.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICES 

Monthly Report 
   
  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  
  
November  departmental activities were again directed to the California Integrated Waste 
Management Board and three Major  Tasks required  by the Local  Assistance  Plan and 
to be implemented prior to January 2010 with presentation to the Policy Committee of 
CIWMB in Sacramento by the Mayor and Staff. . 
     Mandatory Commercial and On-Site Cardboard Recycling 
A new program began in early September and had an October compliance date 
for businesses and commercial accounts to sign up for the new Program of Ser-
vices with an increased fee scheduled.   The rate schedule was reduced and 
modified at a Special City Council Meeting of Sept. 08.  Only 50% of the Busi-
ness Community has signed –up for new services as required.  November bill-
ings was be issued based on the old service and new rates 
.    Mandatory Residential Curbside Pick-up and Recycling               
The new program was implemented with two 96 gal. wheeled containers  
distributed over a two week period to residential customers.  Approximately 
12,000 containers were distributed.   Some corrections and adjustments as to 
placement is in process and residents are requested to work with staff ad Benz 
to implement the corrections. The definition of vacant and unoccupied dwelling is 
still under reviewed,  the Program of Services is still a work in process. Additional 
changes  will be implemented.  The rate schedule had been previously adopted 
and will be effective with the November billing for a two month cycle.  Residential 
 properties are required to have curb side service for both solid waste and 
recyclables. An insert in the November billing provided some guidelines and 
route schedules and a Hot Line was established for assistance 1-760-4995069.  
Additional information is available at 760-499-5062    
    Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) Feasibility Study                    
The Shaw  Environment Inc. MRF Feasibility was delivered in draft format and 
will be present to the City Council and CIWMB in early December.   
       Mini Recycling Center & Drop Off Facility Corporate Yards  
The  Mini  Recycling 
Center and Drop Off 
Facility  is open  and in 
  operation  during 
daylight hours at  the 
western  side of   the 
Corporation Yards at 
656  W. Ridgecrest.  
Blvd  

SEPTEMBER  MEETINGS 
 

Nov. 02 - Mr. Narin Mtg...   
Nov. 03 - Benz Sanitation Mtg. 
Nov. 03 - Main St. Dinner  Mtg. 
Nov. 03 - Chamber Main Street–      
     Balsam– W. Ridgecrest 
     Presentation  
Nov. 05 - Benz Mtg.   
Nov. 05 - City Manager  
     Retirement Luncheon  
Nov. 08 - CIWMB Sacramento .  
Nov. 10 - VIMCO Mtg. 
Nov. 17 - China Lake Alliance 
      Luncheon  
Nov. 18 - CIWMB Tele-confr.  
Nov. 18 - Benz Mtg. 
Nov. 21 - CLA Retreat   
Nov. 23 - Code enforcement Mtg.  
Nov. 24 - Wal–Mart Mtg.  
Nov. 24 - Special City Council Mtg  
Nov. 24 - Town Hall Mtg.  
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER   2009 

Tel: 499-5062       Fax: 499-1580 

Community Development  

City of Ridgecrest 

James McRea 
Public Services Director  
 
Gary Parsons 
Economic Development Manager 
  
Matthew Alexander, AICP 
City Planner 
 
Bob Smith Code,  Enforcement Officer 
 
Danielle Valentine,  Admin. Secretary  
 

COMMERCIAL ON-SITE SERVICE
SIGN UP

If  additional information is 
required 

Recycling Coordinator
www.ci.ridgecrest.ca.us

Tel: 449‐5062

Contact: Benz  
Sanitation

237 County Line Road
Tel: 375‐8495 



Planning Commission: 
November 24, 2009 Planning Commission Meeting 

1. Recommendation for Olde Towne Actin Plan Committee and Program:  

The Planning Commission recommended that the City Council/Redevelopment Agency 
endorse an Olde Towne Action Plan Committee, (OTAPC), to be comprised of the 5 
Planning Commissioners and 6 representatives from representatives from Olde Towne 
Businesses or Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The objective of the OTAPC shall be to complete an Olde Towne Action Plan within ap-
proximately 12 to 18 months. It is suggested that OTAPC meet at 5:00 PM on the forth 
Tuesday of each month, (just prior to the Planning Commission meetings which com-
mences at 6:00 PM). 
 
The new General Plan was adopted by the City Council on December 2nd contains nu-
merous policies on behalf of Olde Towne including the following:  
 
Olde Towne Goal – 
 
To maintain and enhance the Olde Towne area as a viable business, service commer-
cial, specialty retail, office, cultural, and civic center and source of community pride.   
 
Olde Towne Policies – 
 
♦ LU-1.1 Olde Towne as an Asset 
The City shall continue to recognize Olde Towne as an important asset and seek to 
strengthen and revitalize it by encouraging appropriate land uses and activities in the 
area.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.2 Pedestrian Dependent Uses 
The City shall encourage the concentration of pedestrian dependent commercial uses 
(e.g., general merchandise, comparative shopping, specialty goods, restaurants) and 
high density residential units in the Olde Towne area that will generate both daytime and 
nighttime pedestrian traffic.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.3 Adaptive Reuse  
The City shall encourage and promote the adaptive reuse of Ridgecrest’s historic re-
sources, in order to preserve the historic resources that are a part of the City’s heritage.  
[New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.4 Historic Buildings and Areas 
The City shall preserve buildings and areas with special and recognized historic, archi-
tectural, or aesthetic value especially in the Olde Towne area. New development should 
respect architecturally and historically significant buildings and areas.  [New Policy] 



♦ LU-1.5 Contextual and Compatible Design 
The City shall ensure that new development respects Ridgecrest’s heritage by requiring 
that new development respond to its context and be compatible with the traditions and 
character of Ridgecrest, and shall promote orderly development which is compatible with 
its surrounding scale and which protects the privacy, and access to light and air of sur-
rounding properties.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.6 Olde Towne Design Enhancement 
The City will work with Olde Towne land and business owners to enhance the appear-
ance of the area.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.8 Mutually-Supportive Olde Towne Uses 
The City shall encourage the development of a mixture of complementary or mutually-
supportive land uses in the Olde Towne area, including recreational and cultural facilities, 
restaurants, and higher density residential, and other development that provides in-
creased daytime and nighttime activity in the area.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.9 Mixed Use Development – Olde Towne 
The City shall encourage mixed use development near and in Olde Towne and adjacent 
to existing transit routes.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.9 Reuse of Buildings for Mixed Use Projects 
The City shall promote the renovation and reuse of existing buildings in Olde Towne as 
mixed use areas.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.10 Pedestrian Dependent Uses 
The City shall encourage the concentration of pedestrian dependent commercial uses 
(e.g., general merchandise, comparative shopping, specialty goods, restaurants) and 
high density residential units in the Olde Towne area that will generate both daytime and 
nighttime pedestrian traffic.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.11 Adaptive Reuse  
The City shall encourage and promote the adaptive reuse of Ridgecrest’s historic re-
sources, in order to preserve the historic resources that are a part of the City’s heritage.  
[New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.12 Historic Buildings and Areas 
The City shall preserve buildings and areas with special and recognized historic, archi-
tectural, or aesthetic value especially in the Olde Towne area. New development should 
respect architecturally and historically significant buildings and areas.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.13 Contextual and Compatible Design 
The City shall ensure that new development respects Ridgecrest’s heritage by requiring 
that new development respond to its context and be compatible with the traditions and 
character of Ridgecrest, and shall promote orderly development which is compatible with 
its surrounding scale and which protects the privacy, and access to light and air of sur-
rounding properties.  [New Policy] 



♦ LU-1.15 Mutually-Supportive Olde Towne Uses 
The City shall encourage the development of a mixture of complementary or mutually-supportive 
land uses in the Olde Towne area, including recreational and cultural facilities, restaurants, and 
higher density residential, and other development that provides increased daytime and nighttime 
activity in the area.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.16 Mixed Use Development – Olde Towne 
The City shall encourage mixed use development near and in Olde Towne and adjacent to exist-
ing transit routes.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.17 Reuse of Buildings for Mixed Use Projects 
The City shall promote the renovation and reuse of existing buildings in Olde Towne as mixed 
use areas.  [New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.18 Professional/Administrative Services 
The City shall encourage increased professional and administrative office development in the 
Olde Towne area to complement shopping and commercial service activities, intensify land 
uses, encourage adaptive re-use of existing structures and bring people into the area.   
[New Policy] 
♦ LU-1.19 Olde Towne Gateways  
The City shall identify key entry points on the edges of the Olde Towne area and support pro-
grams and projects that enhance gateways and transitional zones between Olde Towne and the 
surrounding neighborhoods to make the area more inviting for residents and visitors.  
[New Policy] 
 
One way to jump start many of the recommended Olde Towne General Plan policies is to initiate 
an Olde Towne Action Plan Committee.  
 
The primary objective of the OTAPC will be to complete an Action Plan for the public and private 
improvement of Olde Towne. Following is a summary of the implementation process recom-
mended to facilitate the adoption of an Olde Towne Action Plan: 



Olde Towne Action Plan Preliminary Schedule, 11/17/09 

  DATE ACTION COMMENTS 

  2009   

1. Nov. 16 Olde Towne Advisory Committee Meeting Review, Recommend Olde Towne 
Action Plan to PC 

2. Nov. 24 Planning Commission Meeting Review, Recommend Olde Towne 
Action Plan to CC 

3. Dec. 16 City Council Meeting Consider approving Olde Towne 
Action Plan program 

4. December Planning Staff prepares background data Maps, statistics, reports, etc. 

  2010   

5. Jan. 26 1st Olde Towne Action Plan Advisory Commit-
tee Meeting 

Define Study Area, elect Chair Dis-
cuss purpose and process of Ac-

tion Plan 

6. Feb. 23 2nd Olde Towne APAC Meeting Review goals/objectives General 
Plan as it relates to Olde Towne 
Review, update Ridgecrest Revi-

talization Plan 

7. Mar. 23 3rd Olde Towne APAC Meeting Review, reaffirm Ridgecrest Revi-
talization Plan 

8. Mar. 13 Field Trip to Downtown Lancaster, Palmdale & 
Tehachapi 

Review Olde Towne Asset & Li-
abilities 

9. Apr. 27 4th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Review Olde Towne Zoning Oppor-
tunities & Constraints 

10. May 25 5th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Meet with local downtown officials, 
see what works 

11. June 22 6th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Meet with 3-D Visualization Archi-
tects 

12. July 7 City Council Meeting Consider Olde Towne Mural Pro-
gram options 

13. July 27 7th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Approve Recommended Olde 
Towne Mural Program 

14. Aug. 24 8th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Consider Olde Towne Outreach 
Process 

15. Sept. 28 9th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Urban Design concepts 

16. Oct. 26 10th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Mixed use concepts 

17. Nov. 23 11th Olde Towne APAC Meeting Consider draft Olde Towne Action 
Plan 

18. Dec. 28 Final Olde Towne APAC Meeting App’ve Olde Towne Action Plan 

  2011   

19. Jan. 27 Planning Commission public hearing to con-
sider Olde Towne Action Plan 

Recommend Olde Towne Action 
Plan 

20. Feb. 2 City Council public hearing to consider Olde 
Towne Action Plan 

Adopt Olde Towne Action Plan 



November 24, 2009 Planning Commission Meeting 
 
2. Study Session to Consideration of Desert Village Apartments #1 and #2: 
 
The project proponents have two properties they are looking at to build an apartment complex. 
 

#1 complex is called Desert Village Apartments #1 on an 7.49 ac parcel located just north of Bow-
man Rd on the East side of Downs.  The project proposes 104 units with 1, 2 and 3 bedroom units 
at market rate.  The Units would range between 755 sf to 1,100 sf and would have a patio/balcony 
and carports per attached site plan and project table. 

 
#2 complex is called Desert Village Apartments #2 on approximately 12 acres located at the inter-
section of W. Church Ave and S. Inyo St.  The project proposes 168 units with 1, 2 and 3 bedroom 
units at market rate.  The Units would range between 755 sf to 1,100 sf and would have a patio/
balcony and carports per attached site plan and project table.  The developer has expressed the 
desire to create a higher density on this site that would exceed 14 units per acre.   

 
The project will use the same building footprints and elevations per attached plans. Each project will 
have a clubhouse with gathering rooms, business centers, full kitchens, and management offices.  
Common area will have grilling area with swimming pools, kiddie park and kiddie pool. 
 
The developer comes before the Planning Commission for comments on the proposed project prior to 
submitting a formal application. 



Desert Village #2,  S. Inyo,  approx. 12 ac , 168 Units, APN 508-020-10 (west ½)  



 

Wastewater Department 
The City of Ridgecrest 
WWTF operated within 
design and compliance 
directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-
56. The treatment facil-
ity operated with no 
discharge violations or 
abnormal conditions. 
The department in-
spected and passed (3) 
new connection to the 
sanitary sewage system 
and (2) lateral replace-
ments. The department 
responded to (7) re-

quests for service, (1) 
main line stoppage, 
which was the home-
owners problem and 
(1) call out which was a 
IWVWD problem. The 
Department continued 
periodic maintenance 
on the levees of the 
treatment lagoons. Also 
all equipment had peri-
odic maintenance per-
formed for winteriza-
tion. The Reclamation 
Department reclaimed 
1.77 million gallons of 

secondary effluent for 
use as fodder crop irri-
gation. The Depart-
ment hydro flushed 
9,003 ft. of main line 
sewer for compliance 
with the SSO and SSMP 
program. 

Public Works Monthly Report 
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9 Dennis Speer, Public Works Director 

WHO ARE THEY?  

Here's what we know of them, so far: 
 These high risk drivers climb into the anonymity of an automobile 

and take out their frustrations on anybody at any time. 
 For them, frustration levels are high, and level of concern for fellow 

motorists is low. 
 They run stop signs and red lights, speed, tailgate, weave in and 

out of traffic, pass on the right, make improper and unsafe lane 

 

  



Page 2 
Pu

bl
ic

 W
or

ks
 M

on
th

ly
 

 

changes, make hand and facial gestures, scream, honk, and flash their 
lights. 
 They drive at speeds far in excess of the norm which causes them to: 

follow too closely, change lanes frequently and abruptly without notice 
(signals), pass on the shoulder or unpaved portions of the roadway, and 
leer at and/or threaten - verbally or through gestures - motorists who are 
thoughtless enough to be in front of them. 

WHEN CONFRONTED BY AGGRESSIVE DRIVERS:  

 First and foremost make every attempt to get out of their way. 

 Put your pride in the back seat. Do not challenge them by speeding 
up or attempting to hold-your-own in your travel lane. 
 Wear your seat belt. It will it hold you in your seat and behind the 

wheel in case you need to make an abrupt driving maneuver and it will 
protect you in a crash. 
 Avoid eye contact. 
 Ignore gestures and refuse to return them. 
 Report aggressive drivers to the appropriate authorities by providing a 

vehicle description, license number, location, and if possible, direction of 
travel. 
 If you have a "Cell" phone, and can do it safely, call the police -- many 

have special numbers (e.g. 9-1-1 or #77). 
 If an aggressive driver is involved in a crash farther down the road, 

stop a safe distance from the crash scene, wait for the police to arrive 
and report the driving behavior that you witnessed. 

 

 

 

Remember how to Deal with Aggressive Drivers. 

Avoid the challenges or confrontations of an aggressive 
driver and support law enforcement's efforts to rid the 

streets and highways of this menace. 
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