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 “Retail sales jumped by the largest amount in six months in May as 57 million 
economic stimulus payments helped offset the headwinds buffeting consumers.  
The commerce Department reported that retail sales soared 1% last month, the 
biggest increase since November.  A wide variety of retailers enjoyed a good 
month, including the biggest increase at department stores and other general 
merchandise stores in a year.  The May increase was double what economists had 
been expecting and indicated that the economy is getting a major boost from the 
$50 billion in economic stimulus payments the government sent out in May, just 
under half of the total stimulus aimed at consumers.” 

 Council Meetings, Staff Meetings, news briefings, radio commentaries, 
newspaper column. 

 Tom Mulvihill, IWV Water District; monthly meeting to discuss mutual 
projects and problems. 

 Periodic meeting of Base Commander, Executive Officer, Schools 
Superintendent, College President, County CAO, and City Manager to discuss mutual 
projects and problems. 

 Meeting with Washington lobbyists. 

 Meeting with Wastewater Treatment Plant designers. 

 Meetings regarding Wal-Mart Supercenter project. 
 
 

Th-th-th-that’s all folks!!! 

 
 
Written, Produced & Directed  

by: 

Harvey M. Rose, 
City Manager 

 
for: 

 

City of Ridgecrest 
Mayor, and 
City Council 



 

 
Parks Recreation And  
Cultural Affairs Department 

City Of Ridgecrest 

Monthly Report May –June 2008 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

● James Monroe Gradua-
tion 

● Recreation Activities 
Abound 

● Parks and Recreation 
Background Check Pro-
cedure updated for 
2008 

 
 
Huge Turn Out For Summer Activities 
The Ridgecrest Parks and 
Recreation Department 
held sign-ups for all sum-
mer activities during a 3 
day sign-up event at the 
end of May.  
 
The three day sign-up 
event began on Tuesday 
May 27th with about 300 
people signing up for 
summer day camp and 
arts and crafts classes 
such as Necklace making, 
paper airplane crafting 
and a brand new board 
game camp, just to name a 
few. 

Wednesday May 28th 
brought another 300 peo-
ple to sign up for all of the 
aquatics programs such as 
swimming lessons, diving 
camp, and water polo. 
 
Thursday may 29st 
proved to be the busiest 
night when over 300 peo-
ple came to sign-up for 
the many sports camps 
such as UK International 
Soccer, Flag Football, and 
Basketball camps.  The 
popularity of these sports 
camps and the volume of 
sign-ups for each one 

prompted the expansion 
of some camps into sec-
ond and even third ses-
sions, something which 
has never happened be-
fore.   
 
Sign-ups for summer ac-
tivities are ongoing on a 
space available basis 
throughout the summer 
and we continue to re-
ceive many new sign-ups 
each day.   

Customers waiting to get into the sign-up area. 

People line up inside the sign-up area. 
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James Monroe Holds Graduation At KMCC 

  Department Offers Activities For All Ages 

The Ridgecrest Parks and 
Recreation Department 
has always offered a wide 
variety of programs and 
activities for everyone in 
the community and that 
list continues to grow 
every year.  From Stained 
Glass to Flag Football, 
there is something for 
everyone. 
 
Youth activities abound at 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Each pro-
gram aims to bestow upon  
the youth of our commu-
nity the values of hard 
work, discipline and team 
work.  Values which will 

aid them far into the fu-
ture. From Soccer and 
Football, to Pre-School 
and Day Camp the Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment offers numerous 
activities to get youth out 
of the house and into 
some fun.  Record break-
ing enrollment in all ac-
tivities has prompted the 
department to offer multi-
ple camps and classes as 
well as expand current 
programs to meet the 
need. 
 
Though most of our pro-
grams are youth biased, 
we have plenty of activi-

ties for adults as well.  
Adult Kung Fu and Ka-
rate, Stained Glass classes 
and a Variety of Cooking 
classes are but a few of 
the activities we have 
available and new classes 
are being added all the 
time.   

Over 500 people came to 
the Kerr McGee Center on 
Thursday June 5th to watch  
as James Monroe Junior 
High School’s 8th graders 
walked the isle to receive 
recognition for their hard 

work and to reflect 
on their years at the 
school before they 
begin their journey 
to High School and 
beyond. 
 
The Parks and Rec-
reation Department 
Congratulates all 
who graduated and 
wish you well.  

    
    

 
 

KMCC THE PLACE TO BE 

Family and friends look on as the gradu-
ates walk the aisle at KMCC. 

Youth finish up a 
drill in our Flag 
Football Camp, 
one of our most 
popular camps. 
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A new shade structure for KMCC’s new playground 

  Parks and Recreation Background Check Process 

In the May 2007 issue of Parks 
& Recreation Magazine there 
was an article about background 
checks in Parks and Recreation 
Departments, you may read that 
article on pages 4-6 of this re-
port. 
 
The Ridgecrest Parks and Rec-
reation department would like to 
explain a little about our back-
ground check procedure and 
what it means to our customers 
and participants of our programs.   
 
The City of Ridgecrest performs 
a procedure called a Live Scan 
on all potential volunteers and 
employees to ensure the safety of  
the youth who participate in 
Parks and Recreation Programs. 
The Live Scan procedure per-
formed by the City of Ridgecrest 

strictly conforms with the laws 
set forth by the State of Califor-
nia. 
 
New to the 2008 season, in addi-
tion to the Live Scan process, the 
Ridgecrest Parks and Recreation 
Department has instituted a local 
background check on all Staff, 
Volunteers (ie. Coaches) and 
Independent Contractors.  This 
local background check is han-
dled by the local Police Depart-
ment and is an extra layer of 
protection to keep all of our par-
ticipants safe.  Any questions 
regarding this, or any of our 
other policies may be directed to 
499-5151.   

Editor’s Note: 
A new summer activity season 
is upon us and with that comes 
the addition of quite a few staff, 
volunteers and independent 
contractors.  For the Ridgecrest 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment the safety of every partici-
pant in our programs is our #1 
priority, because of this, we feel 
it is important to re-emphasize 
this subject and update the pub-
lic  on our background check 
procedures. 

The Dolph Amster Family do-
nated this sculpture which was 
placed in Veteran’s Memorial 
Park at KMCC.  The plaque 
reads: 
 
Dedicated to the men and women 
who gave their lives in combat 
while serving in the armed forces 
of the United States. 
 
From the family of  Dolph Amster 



P
A

R
K

S
 R

E
C

R
E

A
T

IO
N

 A
N

D
 C

U
LT

U
R

A
L 

A
FF

A
IR

S
 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 
M

ay –June 2008 

Monthly Report           Page 4 

Article Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine. 

Article Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine. 
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Article Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine. 
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Article Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine. 
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CITY OF RIDGECREST 

Public Works  

JUNE 2008  
MONTHLY REPORT  

 
               Telephone 449-5080  -  Fax 499-1580 

Traffic Control 
Device Selection 
Traffic control devices work in concert with the ba-
sic “rules of the road” contained in traffic laws and 
ordinances, including each state’s uniform code 
that regulates vehicle movements. One example 
is the “right-of-way” principle that determines 
which driver has priority when approaching or en-
tering an intersection. Traffic control devices have 
undergone a long evolution of design and installa-
tion criteria. Current designs and the standards for 
using them are the result of several decades of 
scientific investigation and the combined experi-
ence of many professional engineers, human be-
havior and vision researchers and safety policy-
makers. One of the major resources for determin-
ing the design and use of traffic con-
trol devices is the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). The 
2003 Edition of the MUTCD is the na-
tional standard applicable to all public 
roads. The MUTCD provides stan-
dards, guidance and application infor-
mation for signs, markings, traffic sig-
nals and other traffic control devices.  
Additional basic design guides have been pro-
duced by the Institute of Transportation Engineers 
and include the Traffic Engineering Handbook and 
Traffic Control Devices Handbook.  
 

Common Problems with 
Traffic Control Device 
Placement and Installation 
Due to resource constraints, many jurisdictions do 
not have traffic engineers or traffic engineering 
technicians on staff. These jurisdictions may rely 
on personnel that may have an engineering back-
ground; however, they may not be specifically 
trained in traffic engineering.  Knowledge of the 
standards, guidance and applications included in 
the MUTCD is an essential element in the design, 
construction, operation and maintenance of road-
way segments and intersections. A few of the 
common problems with traffic control device 
placement and installation are provided. 

1. Use of an improper device. 
Placing an unwarranted traffic signal where a less re-
strictive control would be more appropriate may result 
in unnecessary delays, excessive violations, increased 
crashes and diversion to less desirable routes such as 
residential streets. 
 
2. Improper placement. 
A traffic control device at the wrong location may result 
in the device being seen too late by drivers to safely 
react (e.g., placing a properly designed sign too far 
around the bend of a sharp curve). 
 
3. Wrong color, shape, or size. 
Using a color, shape, or size for a sign or other traffic 

control device that is in conflict with the 
MUTCD can result in the inability of driv-
ers to detect and comprehend the need to 
make safe maneuvers and can cause in-
attention or visibility problems (i.e., “I did-
n’t see the 
STOP sign.”) 
 
4. Land use, traffic and other changes 

can cause existing traffic control devices to be-
come obsolete. As an example, traffic signs that may 
have controlled the movement of vehicles and pedes-
trians for years may no longer be effective in doing so. 
 
5. Lack of signs or other devices to warn drivers 
and pedestrians of unexpected, potentially hazard-
ous conditions.  
For example, neglecting to provide advance warning of 
an upcoming signal or STOP sign over the top of a 
steep hill can result in inappropriate braking and steer-
ing maneuvers that may result in collisions. 
 
6. Poor Maintenance.  
Signs and pavement markings need to be maintained 
on a regular basis. Faded signs and pavement mark-
ings make them harder for road users to detect and 
may lead to potentially dangerous situations. For ex-
ample, faded STOP signs may lead to drivers entering 
an intersection without stopping. 



 

Wastewater Report 
 
The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within design and compliance directives issued under Board Or-
der No. 6-00-56. The treatment facility operated with no discharge violations or abnormal conditions. 

The department inspected and passed (3) new connections to the sanitary sewage system. 

The reclamation department reclaimed 4.96 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fodder crop 
irrigation. 

The department hydro flushed 5,685 ft. of main line sewer as preventative maintenance. 

The department finished plowing and replanting No.1 field with a blend of high yield alfalfa, Bermuda 
and rye. 

Transit 
Transit Ridership was low this month mostly due to the college ending the semester in the middle of 
the month.  We have seen new riders trying out the system due to the high cost of gasoline.  We are 
running more commuters to and from work and have started looking into expanding out service out-
side the immediate area.  Currently, efforts are being made to explore the idea of a fixed or deviated 
fixed route.  Although there is much to do, we have started running numbers and plotting scenarios 
for routes.  It is doubtful that fuel prices will lower any time soon and we can only expect ridership to 
increase because of it.  We expect to be prepared for future demands made upon the transit system 
and look forward to helping our community find some alternatives that may make their 
commutes much less painful than the gas pump.  The system received four com-
plaints and all were concerning the inability of passengers to reach a dispatcher by 
phone or book their rides.  Extra protocols were put into place to ease this concern. 

Engineering 
 
Pr iva te  Sec tor  P ro jec ts  
Res ident ia l  cons t ruc t ion  has  came to  a lmost  a  comple te  
ha l t  due to  the nat iona l  c red i t  mess .  Commerc ia l  and  
mu l t i - fami l y  p ro jec ts  however  inc reased .  
 
S t ree t  P ro jec ts  
Work  has  s ta r ted  on  the Downs S t ree t  Landscap ing  Pro-
jec t  and progress ing  fa i r l y  we l l .  P lan t ing  o f  t rees  and 
bushes  i s  about  50% comple te .  
 
T ra f f i c  S igna l s  
P lans  and spec i f i ca t ions  have  been rece ived  fo r  the  Ch ina  Lake  and Church  in -
te rsec t ion .  I t  shou ld  go  ou t  to  b id  the  f i r s t  par t  o f  the  year .  A  t ra f f i c  s igna l  
war rant  s tudy  fo r  the  s igna l  a t  Ward  and Ch ina  Lake  has  been comple ted  and 
fo rwarded to  CALTRANS.  

Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 
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