


Date: June 15, 2008

cc: Department Heads; AL .?IT 1&&&.

News Media

Weritten, Produced & Directed
by:
Harvey M. Rose,
City Manager

for:

City of Ridgecrest
Mayor, and
City Council

W "Retail sales jumped by the largest amount in six months in May as 57 million
economic stimulus payments helped offset the headwinds buffeting consumers.
The commerce Department reported that retail sales soared 1% last month, the
biggest increase since November. A wide variety of retailers enjoyed a good
month, including the biggest increase at department stores and other general
merchandise stores in a year. The May increase was double what economists had
been expecting and indicated that the economy is getting a major boost from the
$50 billion in economic stimulus payments the government sent out in May, just
under half of the total stimulus aimed at consumers.”

@ Council Meetings, Staff Meetings, news briefings, radio commentaries,
newspaper column.
W Tom Mulvihill, IWV Water District; monthly meeting to discuss mutual

projects and problems.

@ Periodic meeting of Base Commander, Executive Officer, Schools
Superintendent, College President, County CAO, and City Manager to discuss mutual
projects and problems.

W Meeting with Washington lobbyists.
@ Meeting with Wastewater Treatment Plant designers.
W Meetings regarding Wal-Mart Supercenter project.

R
L\:”;) Th-th-th-that's all folks!l
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Parks Recreation And

Monthly Report

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:

e James Monroe Gradua-
tion

e Recreation Activities
Abound

e Parks and Recreation

Background Check Pro-
cedure updated for
2008

Customers waiting to get into the sign-up area.

/

City Of Ridgecrest

Cultural Affairs Department

May =June 2008

The Ridgecrest Parks and
Recreation Department
held sign-ups for all sum-
mer activities during a 3
day sign-up event at the
end of May.

The three day sign-up
event began on Tuesday
May 27th with about 300
people signing up for
summer day camp and
arts and crafts classes
such as Necklace making,
paper airplane crafting
and a brand new board
game camp, just to name a
few.

Wednesday May 28th
brought another 300 peo-
ple to sign up for all of the
aquatics programs such as
swimming lessons, diving
camp, and water polo.

Thursday may 29st
proved to be the busiest
night when over 300 peo-
ple came to sign-up for
the many sports camps
such as UK International
Soccer, Flag Football, and
Basketball camps. The
popularity of these sports
camps and the volume of
sign-ups for each one

Out For Summer Activities

prompted the expansion
of some camps into sec-
ond and even third ses-

sions, something which

has never happened be-
fore.

Sign-ups for summer ac- .
tivities are ongoing on a

space available basis
throughout the summer .
and we continue to re-

ceive many new sign-ups

each day.

People line up inside the sign-up area.
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PARKS RECREATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

The Ridgecrest Parks and
Recreation Department
has always offered a wide
variety of programs and
activities for everyone in
the community and that
list continues to grow
every year. From Stained
Glass to Flag Football,
there is something for
everyone.

Youth activities abound at
the Parks and Recreation
Department. Each pro-
gram aims to bestow upon
the youth of our commu-
nity the values of hard
work, discipline and team
work. Values which will

t Offers Activities For All Ages

aid them far into the fu- ties for adults as well.
ture. From Soccer and Adult Kung Fu and Ka-
Football, to Pre-School rate, Stained Glass classes
and Day Camp the Parks and a Variety of Cooking
and Recreation Depart- classes are but a few of
ment offers numerous the activities we have
activities to get youth out available and new classes
of the house and into are being added all the
some fun. Record break- time.

ing enrollment in all ac-
tivities has prompted the
department to offer multi-
ple camps and classes as
well as expand current
programs to meet the
need.

Though most of our pro-
grams are youth biased, Youth finish up a

i drill in our Flag
we have plenty of activi Football Camp.

one of our most
popular camps.

Over 500 people came to
the Kerr McGee Center on
Thursday June 5th to watch
as James Monroe Junior
High School’s 8th graders
walked the isle to receive
recognition for their hard
work and to reflect
on their years at the
school before they
begin their journey
to High School and
beyond.

The Parks and Rec-
reation Department
Congratulates all
who graduated and
wish you well.

Family and friends look on as the gradu-
ates walk the aisle at KMCC.

KMCC THE PLACE TO BE
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Editor’s Note:

A new summer activity season
is upon us and with that comes
the addition of quite a few staff,
volunteers and independent
contractors. For the Ridgecrest
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment the safety of every partici-
pant in our programs is our #1
priority, because of this, we feel
it is important to re-emphasize
this subject and update the pub-
lic on our background check
procedures.

eation Background Check Process

In the May 2007 issue of Parks
& Recreation Magazine there
was an article about background
checks in Parks and Recreation
Departments, you may read that
article on pages 4-6 of this re-
port.

The Ridgecrest Parks and Rec-
reation department would like to
explain a little about our back-
ground check procedure and
what it means to our customers
and participants of our programs.

The City of Ridgecrest performs
a procedure called a Live Scan
on all potential volunteers and
employees to ensure the safety of
the youth who participate in
Parks and Recreation Programs.
The Live Scan procedure per-
formed by the City of Ridgecrest

strictly conforms with the laws
set forth by the State of Califor-
nia.

New to the 2008 season, in addi-
tion to the Live Scan process, the
Ridgecrest Parks and Recreation
Department has instituted a local
background check on all Staff,
Volunteers (ie. Coaches) and
Independent Contractors. This
local background check is han-
dled by the local Police Depart-
ment and is an extra layer of
protection to keep all of our par-
ticipants safe. Any questions
regarding this, or any of our
other policies may be directed to
499-5151.

/{/éab‘@ Now @ 14,

The Dolph Amster Family do-
nated this sculpture which was
A new shade structure for KMCC'’s new playground

placed in Veteran’s Memorial
Park at KMCC. The plaque
reads:

Dedicated to the men and women
who gave their lives in combat
while serving in the armed forces
of the United States.

From the family of Dolph Amster '
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PARKS RECREATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Avrticle Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-

reation Magazine.

HIDING IN THE

What your park or recreation agency doesn’t know about a potential

employee could present unforeseen danger.

By Randy Rodebaugh and Camille Sweger

~J e have all heard the

fl horror stories of chil-
dren abducted,
molested and some-
times murdered.
Reports of attacks on our youth are

happening at an alarming rate in our
society. And unfortunately, we are also
exposed to increasing incidents of our
elderly becoming victims of fraud, bur-
glary or theft because they have simply
entrusted the wrong person,

[n addition, national crime statistics
clearly indicate that children and other

vulnerable populations, such as the eld-
erly and persons with disabilities, are at
risk as victims of crime. Incidents can
occur in large, metropolitan cities or
small, rural communities.

Too often we read news accounts of
these incidents and learn once again the
perpetrator had a deep history of this
crime on his record, but was entrusted
to have a close relationship with his vic-
tim—whether with children as a coach,
mentor or teacher; or as a trusted com-
panion to an elderly or disabled citizen.

America’s youth, elderly and people

www.nrpa.org/p&r

with disabilities are by far the most
commonly targeted. In order to make
contact with this susceptible popula-
tion, many of the perpetrators use the
guise of becoming a volunteer at local
agencies or community centers where
defenseless people of all ages are en-
trusted to adult caregivers. Once the
predator has gained access to his victim,
he can easily manipulate his way into a
position of trust, power and control.
These incidents beg the question:
What can park and recreation agencies
do to thwart occurrences on their turf?

Learn how one sexual preda-
tor slipped through the cracks
in a small Wisconsin town.

T,
PARKS(“RECREATION MAY

2007 45§

Avrticle Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine.
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Action at the Local Level

‘We all have the responsibility to do
everything we can to ensure the safety
and well being of the people most vul-
nerable in our communities. Proactively
taking measures to identify those indi-
viduals who are dangerous and pose
threats to society before they have
access is a must. More and more, these
measures include the use of criminal
background checks on perspective adult
volunteers. This goes a long way to pro-
vide a shield of safety for communities.

“For years, we have required volun-
teers to complete an application and get
fingerprinted,” says Andre Pichly, recre-
ation superi_nten'dent for the city of
West Sacramento Parks and Recreation
Department. “We believe that the com-
prehensive background checks will dis-
courage those individuals who are not
safe to work with our customers from
volunteering.”

Background checks have been avail-
able for many years and have been part
of the general employment screening
process for decades. Typically, back-
ground checks consist of auditing an
applicant’s past for criminal activities or
other character flaws that may increase
risk or danger to others.

Reviewing someone’s criminal his-
tory is a relatively new concept to park
and recreation agencies and other vol-
unteer-driven organizations, but it has
shown a steady increase since the early
2000s. Now, this safety measure is fast-
becoming the standard for organiza-
tions that rely on volunteers to work
with the most vulnerable populations.

4GPARKS&RECREJQTIGN

Article Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine.

M AY

Avrticle Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine.

Types of Background Checks
There are many valuable resources for
obtaining complete background checks
of any individual who will be interact-
ing with our youth, elderly or persons
with disabilities. Finding the best pro-
vider for this service, along with a cost-
effective means to fund the endeavor,
are usually the biggest hurdles for most
communities.

Whether you choose a law enforce-
ment agency or a private organization
to partner with on this important pro-
gram, there are a few key elements that
need to be included:

Social Security verification—It is a
helpful step to verify applicant’s name

20007

and date of birth.
Address trace information—Gives an
address history of each applicant.
Local county or state criminal record
search—Most current and thorough
source of applicant’s residence.
National Criminal Record Database
search—Allows access to supplemental
criminal records outside of the state or
county residence.
Multi-state sex offender registry
search—Many states are available on-
line to supplement criminal checks.
Note that it is important that the
reports should identify the criminal
activity in categories (i.e. violence, sex
offenses and drug offenses) rather than

o
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list each specific crime (i.e., assault, bat-
tery and aggravated assault)

Once these elements are in place,
there are other important procedures
that first should be approved by your
agency attorney. Depending on your
jurisdiction, there may be specific laws
that will govern some of your policies.
These include policy and authorization
form language, Fair Credit Reporting
Act compliance and due diligence—
would it hold up in a court of law?

It has not been uncommon in the
past for organizations to spend between
$50 and $75 to run a comprehensive
local and national search on one indi-
vidual. However, because of technology
enhancements and the private sector’s
renewed focus on the volunteer indus-
try, you can find some programs that
will charge less than $25 for a compre-
hensive due-diligent search.

Disqualification
Defining the criteria for disqualifying

Avrticle Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine.

individuals from volunteer service posi-
tions is frequently the most difficult
challenge faced by local agencies. This
issue is sensitive and draws many de-
bates with diverse opinions. Of course,
there is no question when it comes to
keeping all sex offenders away from
our children. However, there are other
crimes that pose a potential threat.
Typically, each community has
worked to define its own unique set of
standards for what it considers disquali-
fying criteria. Unfortunately, beyond
evaluating specific crime history, there
are no other clear-cut guidelines or rec-
ommendations in place to assist com-
munities with this critical step.

Background Checks Are Working
For a variety of reasons, some appli-
cants with serious offenses sometimes
feel their records will not be found or
that the check is not actually going to
be done. “Out of the 150,000 volunteers
we screened last year, we turned away

4,500 because of sex offenses, violence
or other felony criminal records,” says
Byron Palmer, vice president of South-
eastern Security Consultants, Inc.

While many people subscribe to the
belief that sex offenders are the biggest
threat to our kids, the harsh reality is
that most of those volunteers excluded
reflect a history of violence including
murder, homicide and aggravated rob-
bery with intent to kill.

One by one, park and recreation
agencies, along with other local entities,
are taking the necessary steps to make
background checks a basic foundation
of their volunteer management pro-
gram. It is an essential and fundamental
step in the application process to main-
tain public trust in public agencies.

This expectation of trust is an impor-
tant value to all park and recreation
agencies and professionals. Protecting
customers from the risk of violence
should be an agency’s first priority.

PER

Kay Park Recreation Corp.
“America’s Finest” PARK EQUIPMENT Since 1954

1301 Pine St.

Janesville, 1A 50647

1-800-553-2476
Fax#319-987-2900

Website:www.kaypark.com

CIRCLE 25 ON PRODUCT INFORMATION CARD
OR VISIT WWW NRPA ORG/FREEINFO

Avrticle Taken From May 2007 Issue Of Parks & Rec-
reation Magazine.

Made from space-aged, environmentally friendly polymer foams and coatings,
PuzzlePlay is a surfacing system developed specifically to reduce the incidence of
injury during playground falls. The system consists of a group of thick interlocking
panels topped with a thin rubber mat and covered with a polymer-based roll-on
coating that provides additional binding, protection and color to the system.

FERTURES & BENEFITS

Modular d

For more information, call SafeStructure at (440) 337-1584
or visit our website at www.safestructure.com.

9%
._f_;ﬁ SAFESTRUCTURE-LLC

™ a Revolutionary New

Playground Safety
Surfacing System

outdoor use

th

31875 Solon Road
Solon, Ohio 44139
Ph: (440} 337-1584
TomS@safestructure.com

PARKSCG'RECREATION

CIRCLE 19 DN PRODUCT INFORMATION CARD
OR VISIT WWW.NRPA.ORG/FREEINFO
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E Kerr McGee Community Center

LL Weekly Schedule

< May 2008 Ji 2008

_ - ay une

g May26,2008 MTWTFSS MTWTFSS

14 1 T334 22 7

2 June 01, 2008 ©l 56 7 8 91011 32345678

~ 2011213141516 17 18 241 9101112131415

- 21119202122232425 25115617 18192021 22

) 222627282830 31 2612324252627 2829

O 27130

@)

Z 26 Monday 27 Tuesday

< 7:00am 9:30am  Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Rm L%

Z 8:00am 9:00pm GYM CLOSED - BLUE FLOORING; n/s gym &

C_) 5:30pm 7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm &

= 6:00pm 7:30pm SUMMER REG - SPQRTS CAMPS; Pinnacles o

5 7.45pm  9:00pm  Kung Fu, Aerobics Rm o
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<

o 28 Wednesday 29 Thursday
7:00am 11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room (4] 7:00am  9:30am  Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Rm o
8:00am  9:00pm  GYM CLOSED - BLUE FLOORING; n/s gym o 8:00am 8:00pm GYM CLOSED - BLUE FLOORING; nfs gym o
8:00am 1:00pm  Senior Fit Day, Red Rock/Chimney Peak 8:30am 1:00pm  Kern County Elections Training; Red Rock/Chimney Peak
9:00am  11:30am Balas Montessori; Fossil Falls/Bailarat 5:30pm 7:30pm Aerobics; Aerobics Rm [
5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm [ 8:00pm 7:30pm  SUMMER REG - DAYCAMP, PRESCHOOL, A&C; Pinnaclks?
5:30pm  7:30pm  Ards Councl, Fessil Falls/Ballarat o 6:30pm  7:30pm  Karate, Chimney Peak [
6:00pm  7:30pm  SUMMER REG - AQUATICS; Rinnacles S
7:45pm  $:00pm  Kung Fu; Aerobics Rm <

30 Friday 31 Saturday
7:00am 11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room IR &:00am 12:00am Museum Foundation DinnerfAuction; Petre-Pinnacles-N/i§ Gyr
8:00am 9:00pm GYM CLOSED - BLUE FLOORING; n/s gym < 8:00am 9:00pm Storage; Fossil Falis/Ballarat o
4 Sunday

8:00am 900pm Storage; Fossil Falis/Ballarat <

Pam Pearscn

5/23/20G08 11:48 AM
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Kerr McGee Community Center
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b4 7:00am  11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room Py 7:00am  $0:00pm Election; Pinnacles/Petro

< 7:30am 5:00pm  Patrice; Kitchen & 7:00am  @:30am  Senior Fitness wilh Patrice Johnson; Aercbics Rm o

2 8:00am 9:00pm  Storage; Fossil Falls/Ballarat o 8:00am 9:00pm Sterage; Fossil Falis/Ballarat o

9 8:00am 4:00pm  NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; R/C, Red Rock, Chimney Peak 8:00am 4:00pm NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; R/C, Red Rock, Chimney Peak 1

l& 5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerohics; Aerobics Rm & 5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm o

wl 7:45pm  9:00pm  Kung Fu; Aerobics Rm LR
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< 4 Wednesday 5 Thursday

o 7:00am  11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room Fes 7:00am  1:00pm James Monroe Promotion ; Petro-Pinnacles-N/S gym e
8:.00am 9:00pm  Storage: Fossil Falls/Ballarat o 7:00am  9:3Cam Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Rm £
8:00am 4:00pm NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; R/C, Red Rock, Chimney Peak < 8:00am  4:00pm  NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING: R/IC, Red Rock, Chimney Peak «*
8:00am 12:00pm Jjames Monroe Promotion - Practice; Pefro-Pinnacles-NiS ged 5:30pm  7:30pm  Aercbics: Aerobics Rm [
§:30pm  7:3Cpm  Aerobics; Aercbics Rm o 6:30pm  7:30pm  Karate; Fossil Falls &
7:45pm  9:00pm  Kung Fu; Aerobics Rm o

6 Friday 7 Saturday

7:00am  11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room P 11:00am 5:30pm  Embry Riddle Aeronautical Graduation; Petroglyph

8:00am 4:00pm NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; R/C, Red Rock, Chimney Peak

a8 Sunday

Pam Pearson 5/30/2008 11:32 AM
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% g Monday 10 Tuesday
< 7:00am  11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room [ad 7:00am 9:30am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Rm L]
Z 8:00am 4:00pm NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; Red Rock, Chimney Peak o 7:30am  5:00pm  Patrice; Kitchen <
O 12:30pm 3:30pm  Youth Cooking Class; Kitchen/Pinnacles 8:00am 4:00pm NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; Red Rock, Chimney Peak &
|: 5:30pm  7:30pm  ACTION committee meeting; Fossii Falis/Ballarat o 5:30pm  8:30pm  Adult Cocking; Kitchen
5 5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm e 5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm o
Y 8:30pm  8:30pm  China Lake Mountain Rescue ; Fossit Fails/Ballarat [
O 7:45pm  8:00pm  Kung Fu; Agrobics Rm Pl
LL
(14
0
¥
<
o 14 Wednesday 12 Thursday
7:00am  11:00am Senjor Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room o 7:00am 9:30am  Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Rm O
8:00am  4:00pm  NAVAIR NSPS TRAINING; Red Rock, Chimney Peak P 5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm o
8:00am  12:00pm MWV Collaborative; Red Rock/Chimney Peak o 5:30pm 7:.00pm ICS Summer Basketball; N/$ Gym (x4
9:00am  10:00am Multi DSC Tm; R/C Rm L 6:30pm 7:30pm Karate; Chimney Peak [
4:30pm  8:00pm  US Forest Sve Mig; Fossil Falls/Ballarat
5:30pm  7:30pm  Aerobics; Aerobics Rm [
7:45pm  8:00pm  Kung Fu; Aerobics Rm (24
13 Friday 14 Saturday
7:00am 11:00am Senior Fitness with Patrice Johnson; Aerobics Room & 8:00am  11:00pm Big Band Express; Pinnacles
8:00am 4:00pm General Plan Review-Need P&R laptop projector: Fossil Falls/
15 Sunday

Pam Pearson

6/6/2008 1.29 PM
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PUBLIC SERVICES RIDGECREST

Public Services

MAY MEETINGS
| May  Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
1 May 1994 BID Olde Town Mtg.
2 May  Business Park Status—Menke
6 May IWV United Way Awards
Luncheon
6 May D.I Corporate Mtg.
6 May  Springhill Suites Evening
Opening
8 May  Military/Civilian Luncheon
8§ May  Wal-Mart Mtg.

9 May  Desert Mountain Div. LCC Mtg.

Apple Valley
9 May  Kevin McCarthy BBQ
13 May Chamber Luncheon Mtg.
15 May DART—City Recycling
15 May IWVWD Citizen Advisory Mtg.
15 May Los Flores and Norma Mtg.
16 May “Land of the Lost’ Pinnacles
21 May CIWMB Review Mtg.
22 May Developer Triangle Mtg.
22 May MIA Review Mtg.
28 May WW Park Tele-confr.

Additional regular meetings in support of
various activities and ongoing projects of
interest to the City were attended.

PUBLIC SERVICES

James McRea
Public Services Director

Gary Parsons
Economic Development Manager

Matthew Alexander, AICP
City Planner

Bob Smith
Code Enforcement Officer

Danielle Valentine
Administrative Secretary

Lacse

Serving the Global Re:tail Real Estate | SR
The International Council of Shopping Centers, Inc. (ICSC) has changed the
name of their annual convention from ICSC Spring Convention to ReCon
(Retail, Real Estate, Congress, Convention, Conference). Recon, “The Global
Retail Real Estate Convention,” which took place on May 18-21, 2008 in Las
Vegas, Nevada.

“The name ICSC Spring Convention failed to capture the leasing, networking,
business aspect of the event and implied an ambiguous seasonality. The con-
vention has been renamed and branded as ReCon, emphasizing the R-E-tail,
R-eal E-state, Con-gress, Con-vention, Con-ference, aspects of the program.

Hosted by the International Council of Shopping Centers, ReCon connects
Retail Real Estate professionals from all corners of the globe for networking,
education, and deal making. Staff and the Mayor, Chip Holloway, met with sev-
eral developers on new shopping centers and other opportunities. They had
an excellent meeting with representatives of the Wal-Mart Supercenter and
Retail Center Project and accomplished major steps in bringing the project to
the community. Meanwhile, new small businesses continue to open within the
community. Other projects this month include the lighting and landscape main-
tenance district for the Ridgecrest Business park and several new hotel devel-
opments.

NEW HOUSING PROJECT

The D.R. Horton Development Pro-
ject is at the south end of a three
lot tentative Parcel Map combined
project fronting on North College
Heights Blvd. and Kendall Ave.

Tract Map No. 6740 is a 22.7 acre,
67 Lot project. The remaining Ten-
tative Tract Maps No. 6775 and
6700 comprise 55.2 acres and 131
Lots, and are owned by Mr. Tom
Martin.

The project will begin on the sec-
ond street south of Kendall Ave.
with Phase One of the construc-
tion sequence. Four styles of sin-
gle family dwellings in various
square footages, one and two story
houses are planned.




Planning

GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
The General Plan Advisory Committee shall hold its fourteenth meeting on Saturday, June 14™. Included at

this workshop scheduled at the Kerr-McGee Community Center shall be a discussion of the entire draft Gen-
eral Plan document. The General Plan contains eight chapters as follows:

Introduction

Overview

Land Use Element

Military Sustainability Element
Community Design Element

Circulation Element

Open Space and Conservation Element

pploilpoil ot toll -
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To provide a comparison of public sentiments upon these critical issues, the survey was also circulated to
City of Ridgecrest employees. Following is the city employees’ survey response.

The Land Use and Circulation Subcommittee reviewed the Circulation Element and Land Use Element of the
draft General Plan document with the following comments:

Comments from the GPAC Park & Recreation Subcommittee

Draft Circulation Element should include:
e The Bowman Corridor should be identified as the City’s “high priority” east — west arterial roadway
which should be improved from SR 14 to Ridgecrest Blvd, (at the San Bernardino County line)

e The Bowman Corridor should be a minimum 200’ right-of-way,

e Bowman Corridor Cross sections should be identified including 1) limited access arterial roadways, 2)
separated by a median, 3) a class one bicycle path, 4) drought tolerant landscaping and 5) a recrea-
tional/drainage channel,

e College Heights Blvd. should be identified as the city’s “high priority” north-south arterial roadway
which should be improved to four travel lanes including 1) turn pockets at intersections, 2) separated
by a median, and 3) a class one bicycle path.



e A regional map of the Indian Wells Valley should be included which shall identify the regional highway
system,

e On figures 6-1 and 6-3 the major roads should be extended west of Jacks Ranch Road.
e Page 6-9, Ward Avenue and china lake blvd. should be identified as a signalized intersection,

o Policies shall be added that do not permit {runcaied streeis and do not permit half streets within the
future.

Draft Land Use Element should include:
e Solar as an alternative energy source should be emphasized,
e A policy should be included strongly disaliowing sprawl,
@ A policy should be included strongly encouraging infill development,

e A policy should be included encouraging traffic calming devices including round-abouts where appro-
priate,

e A policy shouid be included placing emphasis on the importance of making Ridgecrest a beautiful city
with consideration of landscaping, rest areas and other amenities such as fountains and benches,

e While a part of the Open space and conservation element, the Parks and Parkways map is also to be
incorporated into the Land Use Element.

e A policy should be included placing a high priority upon constructing class one bicycle path improve-
ments and fandscaping improvements adjacent and northerty of Inyokern Road,

e Village nodes are important to a vibrant, pedesirian oriented community: the future land use map
should reflect this opportunity,

¢ A policy should be included placing a high priority upon increased communication between the City
and Kern County regarding coordinated planning.

PLANNING COMMISSION:

May 27, 2008
The Planning Commission considered a General Plan Amendment and Zone Change for the westerly
6.20 acres of a 11.38 ac. parcel located at the NE corner of So. China Lake Bivd and Dolphin Ave.
{Tokay Dev). The request was to amend the general plan and Zoning on this site to permit General
commercial uses in lieu of the single family land use currently permitted. The Planning commission
continued this item untit July 8" with the request that the property owner ensure that existing Kathy,
Barbara and Nancy streets be completed concurrent with commercial development.

The Planning Commission approved Tentative Parcel Map 11826: An 8 lot M-1 Industrial Parcel Map
on 3.92 acres located on Ridgecrest Blvd east of Lumill St. subject to site plan review.
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CITY OF RIDGECREST

Public Works

JUNE 2008
MONTHLY REPORT

Telephone 449-5080 - Fax 499-1580

Traffic Control
Device Selection

Traffic control devices work in concert with the ba-
sic “rules of the road” contained in traffic laws and
ordinances, including each state’s uniform code
that regulates vehicle movements. One example
is the “right-of-way” principle that determines
which driver has priority when approaching or en-
tering an intersection. Traffic control devices have
undergone a long evolution of design and installa-
tion criteria. Current designs and the standards for
using them are the result of several decades of
scientific investigation and the combined experi-
ence of many professional engineers, human be-
havior and vision researchers and safety policy-
makers. One of the major resources for determin-
ing the design and use of traffic con-
trol devices is the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). The
2003 Edition of the MUTCD is the na-
tional standard applicable to all public
roads. The MUTCD provides stan- i
dards, guidance and application |nfor-
mation for signs, markings, traffic S|g- :
nals and other traffic control devices.
Additional basic design guides have been pro-
duced by the Institute of Transportation Engineers
and include the Traffic Engineering Handbook and
Traffic Control Devices Handbook.

Common Problems with
Traffic Control Device
Placement and Installation

Due to resource constraints, many jurisdictions do
not have traffic engineers or traffic engineering
technicians on staff. These jurisdictions may rely
on personnel that may have an engineering back-
ground; however, they may not be specifically
trained in traffic engineering. Knowledge of the
standards, guidance and applications included in
the MUTCD is an essential element in the design,
construction, operation and maintenance of road-
way segments and intersections. A few of the
common problems with traffic control device
placement and installation are provided.

1. Use of an improper device.

Placing an unwarranted traffic signal where a less re-
strictive control would be more appropriate may result
in unnecessary delays, excessive violations, increased
crashes and diversion to less desirable routes such as
residential streets.

2. Improper placement.

A traffic control device at the wrong location may result
in the device being seen too late by drivers to safely
react (e.g., placing a properly designed sign too far
around the bend of a sharp curve).

3. Wrong color, shape, or size.

Using a color, shape, or size for a sign or other traffic
control device that is in conflict with the
MUTCD can result in the inability of driv-
§ ers to detect and comprehend the need to
§l make safe maneuvers and can cause in-
| attention or visibility problems (i.e., “I did-
" n't see the

| STOP sign.”)

~ 4. Land use, traffic and other changes
can cause existing traffic control devices to be-
come obsolete. As an example, traffic signs that may
have controlled the movement of vehicles and pedes-
trians for years may no longer be effective in doing so.

5. Lack of signs or other devices to warn drivers
and pedestrians of unexpected, potentially hazard-
ous conditions.

For example, neglecting to provide advance warning of
an upcoming signal or STOP sign over the top of a
steep hill can result in inappropriate braking and steer-
ing maneuvers that may result in collisions.

6. Poor Maintenance.

Signs and pavement markings need to be maintained
on a regular basis. Faded signs and pavement mark-
ings make them harder for road users to detect and
may lead to potentially dangerous situations. For ex-
ample, faded STOP signs may lead to drivers entering
an intersection without stopping.



Engineering CITY OF RIDGECREST

Private Sector Projects Dennis Speer
Residential construction has came to almost a complete . .
halt due to the national credit mess. Commercial and e
multi-family projects however increased. Joe Pollock

City Engineer

Street Projects

Work has started on the Downs Street Landscaping Pro-
ject and progressing fairly well. Planting of trees and
bushes is about 50% complete.

Traffic Signals

Plans and specifications have been received for the China Lake and Church in-
tersection. It should go out to bid the first part of the year. A traffic signal
warrant study for the signal at Ward and China Lake has been completed and
forwarded to CALTRANS.

Wastewater Report

The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within design and compliance directives issued under Board Or-
der No. 6-00-56. The treatment facility operated with no discharge violations or abnormal conditions.

The department inspected and passed (3) new connections to the sanitary sewage system.

The reclamation department reclaimed 4.96 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fodder crop
irrigation.

The department hydro flushed 5,685 ft. of main line sewer as preventative maintenance.

The department finished plowing and replanting No.1 field with a blend of high yield alfalfa, Bermuda
and rye.

Transit

Transit Ridership was low this month mostly due to the college ending the semester in the middle of
the month. We have seen new riders trying out the system due to the high cost of gasoline. We are
running more commuters to and from work and have started looking into expanding out service out-
side the immediate area. Currently, efforts are being made to explore the idea of a fixed or deviated
fixed route. Although there is much to do, we have started running numbers and plotting scenarios
for routes. It is doubtful that fuel prices will lower any time soon and we can only expect ridership to
increase because of it. We expect to be prepared for future demands made upon the transit system
and look forward to helping our community find some alternatives that may make their
commutes much less painful than the gas pump. The system received four com-
plaints and all were concerning the inability of passengers to reach a dispatcher by gz 2 5T
L . . ._.._‘|.rf‘ v/ 4
phone or book their rides. Extra protocols were put into place to ease this concern. T -Q:IIE;
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