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 “The economy nearly stalled in the fourth quarter with a growth rate 
of just 0.6 percent, capping its worst year since 2002.  The Commerce 
Department’s report on the gross domestic product showed an economy that 
had deteriorated considerably during the October-to-December quarter as 
worsening problems in the housing market and harder-to-get credit made 
individuals and businesses more cautious in their spending.  Fears of a 
recession have grown, even as inflation remained elevated.” 
 “The number of US homes that slipped into some stage of foreclosure 

in 2007 was 79 percent higher than in the previous year.” 
 “Wall Street banks are bracing for another wave of multibillion-dollar 

losses as the crisis that began with subprime mortgages spreads through the 
credit markets.” 
 Jason Caudle (former Tehachapi City Manager, now representing 

Kinsell, Newcomb and De Dios Investment Banking); discussed potential bond 
house service to Ridgecrest. 
 Council Meetings,  Staff Meetings, news briefings, radio commentary, 

newspaper column. 
 Tom Mulvihill, IWV Water District; monthly meeting to discuss mutual 

projects and problems. 
 Kern County Grand Jury; annual review of City operations.  The Jury’s 

particular interest this year is the operation of animal shelters countywide. 
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 David McEwen; meeting with bond counsel to organize bond issue 
election. 
 Ryan Dermody, new Chief of Cal-Trans District 9 (Bishop); periodic 

meeting with Cal-Trans engineers to discuss projects and problems impacting 
Ridgecrest. 
 Meeting with prospective residential developer. 
 Strategy meeting for Kern COG. 
 Strategy meeting for Wal-Mart. 

 



The month of Janu-
ary is typically very 
cold in the City of 
Ridgecrest.   Officer 
Marrone and Officer 
Armogida found a 
resident who was in 
need of a room 
heater to keep warm 
and purchased one 
for this person. This 
caring act kept that 
person warm during 
our coldest month.  
One new Neighbor-
hood watch program 
was initiated during 

this month. Officer 
Agostinacci at-
tended this first 
meeting and spoke 
to the group re-
garding crime pre-
vention.  Officer W. 
Keys continued to 
make the removal 
of abandoned vehi-
cles a priority for the 
Traffic Office and Of-
ficer J. Sparks ad-
dressed a neighbor-
hood problem in the 
100 block of E. 
Church Ave.   
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RIDGECREST POLICE DEPARTMENT 

On 01/22/08 the depart-
ment hosted the second 
annual open house.  As in 
the year previous this event 
was also hosted/sponsored 
by the Youth Advisory Com-
mittee.  This year’s open 
house featured child I.D. 

provided by P.A.C.T., Infor-
mation regarding recruit-
ment of new officers, 
P.A.C.T. enrollment and 
neighborhood watch, 
S.E.R.T., Information regard-
ing C.H.A.M.P.S., weapons 
displays/demonstrations, 

and demonstrations per-
formed by our K-9 officer 
and his partner Nitto.  Sev-
eral police vehicles including 
a patrol vehicle, armored 
truck, C.H.A.M.P.S. car, and 
new P.A.C.T. car, were also 

(Continued on page 2) 

Monthly Community Oriented Policing 

OPEN HOUSE 

RPD monthly report 

Special points of in-
terest: 
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On 01-18-08, Detectives from 
the Ridgecrest Police Depart-
ment conducted a “Shoulder 
Tap” operation in the City.  
This operation was funded by 
a grant from the ABC 
(Alcoholic Beverage Control).  
During this type of operation, 
a minor decoy is sent to local 
businesses that engage in the 

demeanor citation.  Three 
such arrests were made dur-
ing the 01-18-08 operation in 

a two hour period.  
This result shows the 
necessity of opera-
tions like this.  

sale of alcoholic beverages.  
The decoy asks people enter-
ing the store to purchase beer 
for them. Any-
one making 
the purchase 
for the minor 
is then ar-
rested and 
issued a mis-

Shoulder Tap 

on display.  This year’s open house was 
attended by approximately six hundred 
people who toured the department and 
participate in all the displays and pres-

(Continued from page 1) 

Open House Continued 

On 1-21-08, Officers of the 
Ridgecrest Police Department 
responded to 1415 S. Mayo 
St., regarding a subject who 
shot himself.  Upon arrival, 
Officers found a deceased 
subject located 
inside a resi-
dence that was 
outfitted specifi-

the subject’s death a suicide 
and charges are pending 
against another adult resident 
for Health and Safety Code 
violations.  

cally for the growth of mari-
juana.  Detectives responded 
and seized approximately 250 
live marijuana plants, along 
with sophisticated hydro-
ponic growing equipment.  

The Kern 
County 
Coroner’s 
Office ruled 

Marijuana House Found 

“residence that was outfitted specifically 

for the growth of marijuana” 
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Crime for the Last Six Months     

          

Crimes Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Total  
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Rape 1 4 2 3 0 1 11  
Robbery 1 2 1 0 0 0 4  
Assault 34 28 34 33 26 21 176  
Burglary 10 20 24 18 17 15 104  
Larceny 36 21 29 17 32 33 168  
Auto Theft 5 2 5 2 4 2 20  
Total Part One 
Crimes 87 77 95 73 79 72 483  
Total Incidents 2826 2762 2682 2500 2434 2512 15716  

         
         

Ridgecrest Police Department 
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The Parks and Recreation Department 

has upgraded a few of it’s facilities for 

2008.   

• Pearson Park: 
New Chain-Link fence to replace 

old wooden fence which was de-

stroyed in a 2007 storm. 

• KMCC: 
Banquet Hall floor completely 

stripped and waxed to get ready 

for the 2008 Party Season. 

Park Pre-School playground 

equipment replaced with brand 

new equipment. 

• Pinney Pool: 
Main pool and wading pool both 

re-plastered. 

New heater installed 

The Parks and Recreation Department 

continually strives to better server the 

community through constant im-

provements to our facilities and pro-

grams. 

Facility Improvements 

PARKS RECREATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

C I T Y  O F  R I D G E C R E S T  

JAN-FEB 2008 
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KMCC Rental Update 2 

Spring Soccer and 
Volleyball Sign-ups 

2 

KMCC Busy 2 

Teaching The Basics 3 

KMCC 4-8 

  

  

Inside this issue: 

Workers remove the old plaster from the pool bottom 

New Pearson Park Fence. 

Old Playground Equipment 

Workers apply the new plaster to the pool bottom. 

New Heater installed at Pinney Pool 

New Playground Equipment 

Pearson Park Fence after being de-

stroyed by a storm. 



The busiest season for Hall and Meet-

ing room rentals is traditionally during 

the November and December Holiday 

seasons, though you wouldn’t know 

that by looking at our schedule.  

KMCC continues to book large events 

for our Hall and countless small 

classes and events for our meeting 

rooms.  The highpoint of the last 

month would have to be the Mr. IWV 

Fundraiser hosted by the Women’s 

Center of the Indian Wells Valley 

which saw 300+ people in attendence.  

Another large and successful event 

was the St. Anns Dinner and Car Raffle 

fundraiser hosted by St. Anns Catholic 

Church, 500+ 

people at-

tended the 

event. 

day Nights and all day Satur-

day, Basketball season is 

definitely in full swing.  In 

addition to the Gym seeing a 

lot of action with Basketball, 

the fitness room and Racquet-

ball courts are almost never 

empty and the meeting rooms 

The Kerr McGee Center is 

a very busy place this 

time of year.  With the 

Parks and Recreation De-

partments youth Basket-

ball teams having prac-

tice nightly Monday-

Thursday and games Fri-

are always busy with the various 

classes hosted by the Department. 

Rentals Always Busy At KMCC 

Busy Time Of Year For KMCC 

Youth Basketball on Satur-
days 

What: 5K run & Ping-Pong Tournament 

When: April 5th, 2007 (sign-ups begin March 10)  

Where: Kerr McGee Community Center 

Cost: $15 (includes t-shirt, breakfast and entry to one 
or both events.) 

Mr. IWV Fundraiser 
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St. Anns Dinner and Car Raffle 

Saturday Youth 
Basketball 
Games 
 

Sign-ups: Feb 4 - Mar 7.  Ages: 5 - 14 years. 

Season: Mar 31 - May 10. Practice one night a 
week with games on Friday nights or Satur-

days (please be prepared to play either day)  

Sign-ups: Feb 4 - Mar 3.  Ages: 10 - 17 yrs Season: Mar 17 
- May 15. Practice one night per week with games on 

Thursdays or Fridays (please be prepared to play either 

night).  Fee: $50 1st child, $45 each additional child. This 

years league is sponsored by Juice It Up   



Article taken from the January 2008 edition of  the magazine Parks & Rec Business 



















West Ridgecrest Boulevard included in RTIP 2008 
The Kern Council of Governments approved the staff recommended Program of Projects for the Re-
gional Transportation Improvement Program of 2008 on January 17, 2008.  West Ridgecrest Boule-
vard was included on the project list. Since it was not fully funded, it will be eligible for additional 
funding in subsequent program cycles. Excerpts from the KCOG staff report (below) provide detailed 
information on the approved Program of Projects  
 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

Public Works  
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               Telephone 449-5080  -  Fax 499-1580 

2008 Regional Transportation Improvement Program 



 

Wastewater Report 
 
The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within design and compliance directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-56. The treatment facility operated with no discharge violations or abnor-
mal conditions. 

The semi annual water quality analyses for the constituents specified in the city’s discharge per-
mits for pond # 3 are include with this months SMR. 

The department inspected and passed six new connections to the sanitary sewage system. 

The reclamation department reclaimed 2.05 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fod-
der crop irrigation. 

The department hydro flushed 5,700 ft. of main line sewer as preventative maintenance. 

Transit 

The transit department welcomed it's newest staff member, Senior Driver/Dispatcher Juan Alva.  
Juan will be the department’s full time dispatcher and has already displayed skill and enthusiasm in 
his new position.  We expect great things from him in the months and years ahead.  The transit de-
partment also received a new bus, unit R340 should be in service by early to mid February which will 
bring the fleet number up to 7 units. 

 

Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

CITY OF RIDGECREST Engineering 
 
 
Private Sector Projects 
Residential construction has came to almost a complete halt due to the  
national credit mess. Commercial and multi-family projects however  
increased. 
 
 
Street Projects 
Bids were received on 11 January 2008 for replacement of non-ADA  
compliant wheel chair ramps at various locations in the City. The low bid was within budget and 
award of the contract is expected soon upon approval of CDBG. Work has commenced on the 
Downs Street island landscaping project. 
 
 
Traffic Signals 
Plans and specifications have been received for the China Lake and Church intersection. It should 
go out to bid the first part of the year. A traffic signal warrant study for the signal at Ward and China 
Lake is underway  


	Cover Page - January 2008
	shorttakes91
	PD - jan 08 ci monthly
	Parks and Rec jan_feb 08
	Public Services Jan 08
	Jan Public Works

