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 City’s sales tax revenue declining: “The American auto industry 
bracing for ‘worst year in decade.’  Most auto makers have been forecasting 
industry sales of 15.5 million to 15.7 million cars and light trucks this year, 
down from nearly 17 million two years ago.  But turmoil on Wall Street has 
raised concerns that vehicle sales could come in even lower.  A new forecast 
by J.D. Power & Associates earlier this week put industry-wide sales of 
light-duty cars and trucks this year at 14.95 million, the lowest level since 
1994.” 
 “In a front-page story, the Wall Street Journal reported that, 

according to the Labor Department, ‘U.S. employers shed 63,000 jobs last 
month, the most in five years.’  This reinforces ‘a widening view that the U.S. 
is falling into recession.  Among economists and politicians, the debate is 
shifting to how deep the downturn will be and how to ease it.” 
 Quarterly meeting of the City Manager, Base Commander, Schools 

Superintendent, College President, and County Executive Officer.  The Head 
of the regional office of the Bureau of Land Management also attended and 
will become a permanent member of the group.  The Base Commander and 
Base Executive Officer were congratulated on the execution of the BRAC 
agreement.  Discussion also focused on the use of BLM land for solar-
thermal power generation projects.  It is anticipated that the Head of the 
regional office of CAL-TRANS will attend the next meeting of this group. 
 Regular Council meetings, Staff meetings, news media briefings, 

weekly radio commentaries, monthly newspaper columns. 
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 Civilian-Military Affairs Council meeting. 
 Streets Initiative PAC meeting. 
 Labor negotiations; UFCW. 
 Labor negotiations; PEAR. 
 Stan Rothbart; meeting with Super Wal-Mart developer and staff to 

discuss off-site improvements for proposed project. 
 Staff ad hoc committee meetings to discuss Super Wal-Mart 

development. 
 Solar Millenium; meeting with prospective developer of solar-thermal 

power generation plant(s). 
 Outlook Conference. 



The Nuggets Coached by Jim 
Ponek, Division 4 Champions. 

The Mavericks Coached by Kim 
Young, Division 4 Runner Up. 

The Storm Coached by Johnny 
Perez, Division 5 Champions. 

The Comets Coached by Kris 
Hayes Division 5 Runner Up. 

game and bested Kris Hayes 
and his Comets team to take 
the Gold in the 11-13 year 
old Division 5. 

In the final game of the night, 
and the season, Glenn Robin-
son and his Clippers team 
defeated the Rockets 
coached by Sam Ford to take 
home the gold for the 14-17 
year old Co-Ed Division 6. 

We would like to thank all of 
the players and parents for 
making this program a suc-
cess year in and year out.  
We would also like to thank 
all of the Referees, Score-
keepers and the Volunteer 
coaches, without whom this 
program could not operate.  
Bravo and Thank You to you 
all.  As well, we would like to 
thank John’s Pizza for your 
generous donation to this 
years league. 

The Parks and Recreation 
Departments youth Basket-
ball League has come to the 
end of another very success-
ful season.   

This year saw over 350 youth 
spread over 40 teams practic-
ing and playing weekly at the 
Kerr McGee center during 
the 8 week season.  The 
teams practiced one night per 
week with games every Friday 
night and all day Saturdays. 
This year’s league was spon-
sored by John’s Pizza of 
Ridgecrest.  John’s Pizza made 
a generous donation toward 

the league t-shirts as well as 
provided a coupon to all par-
ticipants and coaches which 
was good for a free buffet 
each week.   

The season finished with a 3 
day Tournament for the older 
youth in Division 4, 5, and 6.   

In the 11-13 year old boys 
Division 4 the Nuggets 
coached by Jim Ponek came 
out on top of the Mavericks 
coached by Kim Young to 
take home the Gold.   

The Storm coached by 
Johnny Perez played a good 

Basketball Comes To An End 
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The Clippers Coached by Glenn 
Robinson, Division 6 Champions. 

The Rockets Coached by Sam Ford, 
Division 6 Runner Up. 
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Thursday with games every 
Saturday.  Games and prac-
tices are held at LeRoy Jack-
son Sports Complex. 

The City of Ridgecrest Parks and 
Recreation Departments  Juice It Up 
Youth volleyball season has begun and 
it looks to be another successful sea-
son.  The volleyball program is for 
youth ages 10-17 years and is co-ed.  
Evaluations were held on March 7th 
where a draft took place for the older 
division (13-17).  Practices will be held 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
with games every Thursday evening, 
with schedules like this, KMCC is sure 
to remain a busy place. Due to a gen-
erous donation of participant shirts, 
this year’s league is sponsored by Juice 
It Up of Ridgecrest. All participants 
will receive a coupon good for one 
free smoothie.   

2008 Desert Winds Event Cancelled 

Spring Soccer Begins 
The City Of Ridgecrest Parks 
and Recreation Departments 
Youth Soccer sign-ups ended 
on March 10th.  Over 450 
youth signed-up which is very 
good for the spring soccer 
season.  Sign-ups for the spring 
season far surpassed that of 
the typically more popular fall 
season.  Youth soccer is for 
kids 5-14 years of age.  Prac-
tices are held  Monday through 
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Parks Recreation 

Due to a scheduling conflict, the Desert Winds 5k event has been cancelled.  We apologize to all who were 
looking forward to the event. 



I am sure by now that everyone who works for the city and or attends events at the City Hall has noticed over the past few weeks that there has 
been a lot of activity happening on City Hall. The City of Ridgecrest in conjunction with The Parks and Recreation Department has initiated a 
contract with Michael J’s painting to repair and rejuvenate the structural steel window frames above the first story of City Hall. 

 
Over the past years the window units have been leaking due to failing sealants over the years of heat and cold coupled with driving winds. It is 
just age and an overall general deterioration of the sealants and joints that seal the windows to the exterior glass stops. Actually, the original 
products gave the city a fairly long life considering the materials tradesmen had to work with back in the day. Michael J and Greg Clark have been 
working with Dunn Edwards engineers to come up with a sealant, primer, and paint that will better weather and be specifically durable in our 
particular environment. 

 
To accomplish this task properly all of the original caulking must be removed, the paint de-oxidized and sanded, rust abated, caulking and re-
sealing, priming, and two coats of paint. Because of the precarious logistics involved in gaining access to some of the elevations, the big orange 
pumpkin “hoist” sitting at the front doors of city hall had to be deployed. The Crew of Michael J’s 
has done an excellent job thus far not only with their painting expertise but in their mastery of ma-
nipulating the pumpkin. We appreciate everyone’s patience at City Hall with understanding about 
the noise, fumes, disruption, and especially bearing with that annoying beeping. Michael J’s is trying 
to move the pumpkin as little as possible to keep any and all disturbances to a minimum. 

 
Michael J’s is offering sky lift rides for a nominal fee to help offset the cost of renting the pumpkin.  -  
Greg Clark, Parks and Recreation Department 

 

City Hall Getting Painted    
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Monthly Report 

By Jim Ponek The Scoop from the Director of Parks & Recreation- 

 

I just attended the 2008 California Parks and Recreation Conference in 
Long Beach.  A very well attended conference as it is an opportunity to get 
annual required credits as well as to meet with other agencies to discuss 
issues facing some of our Parks and Recreation Departments.  One of the 
classes that I found very interesting was – “Know the Score from our Cali-
fornia State Legislature”.  California Parks and Recreation Society is taking a 
stronger position in politics, especially with the threat of the future state 
budget crisis we all will face.  I believe that when reviewing this report 
some of you will shocked at how some of our known politicians have 
voted.  Enjoy the information, I sure did. 

 
That is the scoop…   

Check out pages 4-10 for the “Know the Score from our California State 
Legislature” article referenced in this story. 
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