
THE CITY OF RIDGECREST
MONTHLY REPORTMONTHLY REPORT

AUGUST 2008



CITY OF RIDGECREST 

City Manager/Administration 

AUGUST 2008 
MONTHLY REPORT  

 CITY MANAGER AUGUST 2008 MTGS. 
 
August 06 - CITY COUNCIL  
 
August 07 - Community Development  
 
August 12 - Infrastructure Committee  
 
August 14 - TRANE Mtg.  
 
August 14 - Meet the Press  
 
August 15 - OES from Governor’s Office  
 
August 19 - Portable Housing Program  
 
August 19 - WRA Engineering  Mtg. 
 
August 20 - PG&E Mtg.  
 
August 20 - CITY COUNCIL  
 
August 21 - Tobacco Free Coalition Mtg.  
 
August 22 - Legacy Park at Mojave  
 
August 28 - Meet the Press 
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ADMINISTRATION 
Michael D. Avery            Eva Peterson 
City Manager               Executive Sec’y 
 
Rita Gable                      Rachel Rumbo 
City Clerk                 Human Resources 
 
Ann Taylor                       Craig Bradley 
Adm. Analyst III            MIS Supervisor 
  
Karen Guidangen            Starla Shaver 
Risk Management         Adm. Analyst I 
 

City Manager 
City Manager Avery brought forth various resolutions at City Council which 
included:   
• A resolution of designating voting delegates and alternates for the 

League of California Cities Annual Conference.  
• A resolution authorizing the settlement and mutual release regarding a 

tentative disposition agreement with regards to Luis Gaurano. 
• A resolution opposing fiscally irresponsible state budget decisions that 

would “borrow” local government redevelopment and transportation 
funds. 

• A resolution proclaiming termination of the local emergency due to the 
server thunderstorms of July 20, 2008.   

City Manager Avery continued discussions regarding the TRANE Energy 
Study. He also, discussed setting a time for budget reviews. 
 
Administration 
Starla Shaver-In the month of August, 4 youth completed work ex-
periences and three additional youth joined the workforce. One 
youth obtained employment with Home Depot part time, one on 
NAWS full time and the other at Stater Bro’s part time. The Program 
currently has 13 youth enrolled and is enthusiastically seeking new 
enrollments. Please remember, the interest you show today in our 
youth of this community will ultimately shape our community and our 
country tomorrow.  
 
Ann Taylor-The Ridgecrest Southern California Edison Energy Effi-
ciency Partnership can bail you out.  Receive $200 dollar rebate on 
the purchase of a qualifying two-speed or variable speed pool 
pump.  First 150 Ridgecrest residents to participate get an additional 
$50 rebate.  You can save over $400 dollars a year on your electric-
ity bill by just replacing your old pool pump with an energy saving 
model. 
 
Karen Guidangen-Has been temporarily out of the office.  Pat 
Anderson and Eva Peterson have been assisting Risk Management 
during her absence.  One Workman’s Comp claim has been submit-
ted to Bragg and Associates in Karen’s absence. 
 
Eva Peterson-Coordinated meetings for the City Manager with 
Council members, Department Heads and external contacts.  Coor-
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dinated speaking engagements for Vice Mayor Wiknich on the Street Initiative issue.  Organized Te-
patitlan, Mexico trip for Mayor and League of California Cities Annual Conference for several City 
personnel attending.  Prepared the Administration July Monthly Report and began working on the 
September issue of the New Horizons newsletter.  Began scanning documents into Questy’s Admini-
stration section.  
 
Craig Bradley-offers 236 case calls for August, 2008 to illustrate the tasks which the technical de-
partment has carried out.  For this month, hardware subject matter covers 40% of case calls.  This 
comprises of resource provision, installation, and reconfiguration of monitors, printers, laptops, air 
cards, scanners, phones, blue tooth devices, etc.  Software, 28% of cases, includes such items as 
RIMs Property Module software.  Services, 15% of cases, consist of routine replacement of toner/
cartridge/ribbon, troubleshooting electronic issues, installation of new phone line for system, work-
station relocation, air control and supplying DVD of meetings.  Internet and Intranet, 7% of cases 
comprise of topics such as website concerns.  Networking, 4% of cases take in issues relating to 
network cabling, files, folders, wireless and software.  E-mail issues, 3% of cases involve receiving 
and sending, and account/calendar modification concerns.  Channel 6, 1% of cases made relate to 
the set-ups and adjustments of audio and related system.  Besides the technical routine and mainte-
nance, a great deal of collaboration has been implemented for the purpose of a more economical 
phone service.  In the coming months, we are looking for additional ways to improve the City’s effi-
ciency. 
 
Rachel Rumbo-has been active with recruitments this past month.  Oral board interviews were held 
for Animal Control Officer, and advertisements for Maintenance Worker and Deputy City Clerk were 
posted with good responses coming in daily.  Rachel was on travel for one week attending the Uni-
versity of Riverside for training that will aid the Administration department in operations.  Open En-
rollment for Health and Dental benefits began September 15 and will close October 10; all employ-
ees wishing to make changes to their current Health and Dental Plans are encouraged to contact 
Human Resources at ext. 5035 to schedule an appointment.  Risk Management division has now 
moved from Administrative Services to Administration as a division of Human Resources.  Anyone 
with concerns or questions relating to Workers Compensation or Safety may contact Karen Guidan-
gen at ext. 5036. 





























































Picture by Steven Mendenhall 



The banquet hall at the Kerr McGee 
Center was closed down for a three 
week period and the Parks and Rec-
reation Departments Maintenance 
staff came together and performed 
some much needed maintenance on 
the facility.  All surfaces, including the 
mobile walls and ceiling in the banquet 
hall and kitchen area have been re-
painted.  The Maintenance staff did an 
excellent job on the refurbishment 
which will better serve our customers 
and assure that their events are held 

in a top notch and well main-
tained facility. 

A big thank you to the mainte-
nance staff for working hard 
to get this project done in 
such a short time.  It looks 
great. 

Special points of interest: 

�� KMCC Banquet Hall Painted 

�� Healing Field 

�� Softball Season Comes To 
An End 

KMCC Banquet Hall Gets A Facelift  

City of Ridgecrest 
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August - September 2008 

Monthly Report  

The Banquet Hall is looking great with the fresh paint.  Hats off to the Maintenance staff for a job well 
done. 

After a fresh coat of paint and a good deep cleaning 
the Kitchen is looking great. 



The Parks and Recreation Departments Sum-
mer Fast Pitch Softball league began in June  
with 5 teams,  the Kickin Chickens, Cardinal 
Plumbing Flushers, Designated Drinkers, Count 
The Cost and Beer and Babes.  Each team 
played one game per week with the season 
culminating in a Championship game between 
the Kicken Chickens and the Cardinal Plumbing 
Flushers.  It was an exciting game that used 
every minute of the 2 hour league game time 
limit to see the Kickin Chickens come out on 
top of the Cardinal Plumbing Flushers 13-3 
after 6 innings.  

The Parks and Recreation Department would 
like the thank The Tosti’s, the umpires and 
officials, team Sponsors, and all participants 
for making this league possible every year. 

Softball Season Ends 
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Men’s Fast Pitch Second Place The Cardinal Plumbing 
Flushers 

Men’s Fast Pitch Champions The Kickin Chickens 

























district exists.  The law 
does not require posting 
these prima facie limits 
which are readily appar-
ent. 

 State law permits 
local authorities to lower 
the maximum speed limit 
(65 MPH) or to raise busi-
ness and residential dis-
trict speed limits (25 
MPH) on the basis of a 
Traffic and Engineering 
Survey.  These 
"intermediate limits" be-
tween 25 and 65 MPH 
must be posted to define 
clearly the limits of the 
zone and the maximum 
speed established. 

 Engineering and 
Traffic Surveys for speed 
limits should be regularly 
conducted once every five 
years for the purpose of 
complying with Section 
40802(B) of the California 
Vehicle Code (CVC).  This 
law requires that speed 
surveys must be no more 
than five years old if ra-
dar is to be used for en-
forcement.  Unless the 
current survey has been 
completed within five 
years, the segment of 
roadway for which the 
survey applies is consid-
ered a speed trap as 
stated below: 

(Continued on page 2) 

 In California the 
maximum speed for any 
passenger vehicle is 65 
MPH, (except on a few 
sections of specially zoned 
freeways).  The maximum 
speed for most trucks and 
for vehicles towing any 
trailer is 55 MPH.  These 
are absolute limits which 
may not be legally ex-
ceeded under any circum-
stances. 

 All other speed 
limits are prima facie lim-
its which, "on the face of 
it," are reasonable and 
prudent under normal 
conditions.  A driver may 
exceed any prima facie 
limit if it is safe to do so, 
however, when a police 
officer cites a driver for 
exceeding a prima facie 
speed limit it is up to the 
driver to prove that he 
was driving in a reason-
able and prudent manner 
under the existing condi-
tions.  The opportunity 
given to the driver to ex-
ceed a prima facie speed 
limit when it is safe to do 
so recognizes the fact 
that any posted speed 
limit cannot adequately 
reflect the many different 
conditions of traffic, 
weather, visibility, etc., 
that may be found on the 
same highway at different 
times. 

 Certain blanket (or 
automatic) prima facie 
limits are established by 
law, including the 15 MPH 
limits in alleys, at blind 
intersections and at blind 
railroad crossings, and 
the 25 MPH limit in busi-
ness and residential dis-
tricts.  There is also a part

-time 25 MPH in school 
zones when children are 
present in route to or 
from school. 

 Business and resi-
dential districts are de-
fined in the California 
Vehicle Code (CVC) as 
specific areas meeting a 
particular minimum den-
sity of roadside develop-
ment.  A count of houses 
or active businesses fac-
ing on a highway must be 
made to determine 
whether or not a valid 
business or residential 

Speed Limits - How and Why They Are Established  
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Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 
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P r i v a t e  Se c t o r  P r oj e c t s  
R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  c o me  t o  a l mos t  a  c o mp l e t e  
h a l t  d u e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c r e d i t  me s s .  C o m me r c i a l  a n d  m u l t i
- f a mi l y  p r o j e c t s  how e v e r  i nc r e a se d .  
 
S t r e e t  P r o j e c t s  
T h e  D o w n s  S t r e e t  L a n d s c a p i n g  P r o j e c t  i s  c o m p l e t e  a n d  h a s  
b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  C A L T R A N S .  Wor k ing  i s  p rog re s s ing  on  
t h e  Whe e l  C h a i r  R a mp  p r o j e c t  a n d  i s  a b o u t  4 0 %  c o mp l e t e .  
B i d s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  t he  La s  F l o r e s  Sa f e  R o u t e s  t o  
Schoo l  p ro j ec t .  

to travel the known dis-
tance. 

(B) A particular section 
of highway with a prima 
facie speed limit provided 
by this code or by local ordi-
nance pursuant to para-
graph 1 of subdivision B of 
Section 22352, or estab-
lished pursuant to Section 
22354, 22357, 22358, 
22358.3, which speed limit 
is not justified by an Engi-

CVC Section 40802:  A 
speed trap is either of the 
following: 

(A) A particular section 
of highway measured as to 
distance and with bounda-
ries marked, designated, or 
otherwise determined in 
order that the speed of a 
vehicle may be calculated 
by securing the time it takes 

(Continued from page 1) neering and Traffic Survey 
conducted within five years 
prior to the date of the al-
leged violation, and where 
enforcement involves the 
use of radar or electronic 
devices which measure the 
speed of moving objects. 

In addition, testimony and 
evidence based upon a 
speed trap is inadmissible in 
a court of law. 

Engineering 

Speed Limits  

(3) new connections to 
the sanitary sewage 
system. 

The Reclamation De-
partment reclaimed 
7.19 million gallons of 
secondary effluent for 
use as fodder crop irri-
gation. 

The Department hydro 
flushed 6,850 ft. of 
main line sewer as 

preventative mainte-
nance. 

The Department as 
routine maintenance 
pumped down and 
cleaned the cyclonic 
grit chamber. All com-
ponents were checked 
for wear and toler-
ances, and placed back 
in service. 

Wastewater Report 

The City of Ridgecrest 
Waste Water Treat-
ment Facility operated 
within design and 
compliance directives 
issued under Board 
Order No. 6-00-56. 
The treatment facility 
operated with no dis-
charge violations. 

The Department in-
spected and passed 
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“The 

Department 

hydro flushed 

 6,850 feet of 

main line sewer” 
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# Merge Project # Project Name Project Engin Estim Funding Status Description

With Manager  Total Proj Cost Sources/Amounts
1 2 Norma Street Improvements Ph. 1 - Upjohn Ave. CDBG - PE-inp Curb, gutter, drive approaches, cross gutters, clearing & grubbing

ST9803 to Bowman Rd.  (CD #17.96.1) Joe Pollock   Match Design 75% complete, waiting for apr of boiler plate by CDBG
2 1 Norma Street Improvements Ph. 2 - Upjohn Ave. CDBG -  PE-inp Repaving Norma Street     (claim $22,906 on 2/16/01)

ST9804 to Bowman Rd.  (CD #17.97.1) Joe Pollock 337,819.50 Match Design 75% complete, waiting for apr of boiler plate by CDBG
3 Ridgecrest Blvd. Improvements Ph.1 CDBG -  PE-inp Design - no construction until additional funding located

ST9910 China Lake Blvd. to Norma St. (CD #17.97.2) Joe Pollock $750,000 Match Claim - $7,641.83.  Could borrow ahead.
4 5,6 Las Flores Ave. - Handicap Access Improvements CDBG  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

HR 9901 (CD #17.97.3) Joe Pollock $242,500 Match Pre-con March 2, 01. CDBG 3 proj's = $161,085. Bid 342,011
5 4,6 Howell St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements CDBG -  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

ST9901 (CD #17.98.1) Joe Pollock (incl. Above) Match low bid $ 342,011
6 4,5 Guam St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements CDBG  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

ST2K03 (CD #17.98.2) Joe Pollock (incl. Above) Match
7 Skate Park Improvements CDBG - CE-inp Construction complete, CD project monitor inp

PK9802 (C #17.98.3) Joe Pollock $163,172  Match (RDA)  
8 11 Sunset St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements $279,000 CDBG - PE-inp Design inp, will be merged with CD #17.00.1 for construction

ST9801 (CD #17.99.1) Larry Miller   
9   TDA Art. 3  Grant has been awarded.  Design not started.

No # Leroy Jackson Park Bike Path Larry Miller
10 8 Allen St. Repaving Improvements  CDBG - AG-inp CD Agreeement sent to Ridgecrest for execution 01/17/01

No # (CD #17.00.1) Mike Tucker $378, 000 TDA - $  
11 21 Drummond - Mahan to Kern  DMV - ENV-inp Combined w/Mahan St. - Drummond to Sydnor, awaiting environmental apr from FHWA

ST9907 Joe Pollock $103,009  CMAQ Funds to be spent by June '01, 
12 Downs Landscaping - Inyokern to China Lake Blvd.  TEA - $ PE-inp Plans com, awaiting construction authorization from Caltrans

ST2K01 Joe Pollock $665,801  MATCH 589,234.00
13 China Lake Blvd. - Kmart to Inyokern TEA - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

BL2K01 (Chelsea Bike Lane) Larry Miller $236,929 TDA - $ $175,412 TEA
14 Bikepath on Bowman - Downs to China Lake Blvd. TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

BL2K02 PH I Mike Tucker $82,541 TDA - $
15 BL2K05 Bikepath on Bowman - China Lake to Gateway TDA Art. 3 -  PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

PH II Mike Tucker $88,216 TDA - $
16 BL2K06 Bikepath on Gateway - Upjohn to Ridgecrest TDA Art. 3 -  PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

Mike Tucker $83,041 TDA -   
17    BL2K04 Bikepath on Gateway - Ridgecrest to Pierce School TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, R/W problem with Navy

Mike Tucker $84,925
18 Bikepath on Norma - Ridgecrest to Church TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

BL2K03 Mike Tucker $75,110 TDA - $
19 So. China Lake - College Heights to Springer $802,000 STPL - $ CE-com Construction completed 12/22/00

ST9906 Joe Pollock $359,518 TDA - $  
20 12 Mahan - Drummond to Sydnor CMAQ - $ ENV-inp Awaiting apr of environmental by FHWA

ST2K02 Joe Pollock $229,237 TDA - $
21 Mahan - Ridgecrest to Upjohn CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

NO # Joe Pollock TDA - $
22 French and Drummond CMAQ -  PE-inp Awaiting acquisition of R/W from Navy

ST9908  Joe Pollock 143,000  PE authorized
AD - Advertisement EEM - Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation PS - Project Start TDA - Transportation Development Act
AG - Agreement ENV - Environmental PM - Property Management TEA - Transportation Enhancement Activities  
BA - Bid Award FAA - Federal Aviation Administration PO - Property Owner WW - Waste Water
BD - Bids Due FHWA - Federal Highway Administration PT- Permitting     app - application
CD - Kern County Community Development HES - Hazard Elimination Safety PR2 - Program Supplement apr - approval
CE  - Construction Engineering and Construction KC - Kern County RDA - Redevelopment Agency aut - authorization to proceed
CMAQ- Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality KCOG - Kern Council of Governments RFA - Request for Authorization cad - calendar days       
COR - City of Ridgecrest NFA - No Funds Available RFP - Request for Proposal com - completed
CTC - California Transportation Commission NOC - Notice of Completion R/W - Right of Way inp - in process      
EDA - Economic Development Administration NTP - Notice to Proceed RSTP- Regional Surface Transportation Program war- warranty period
EE - Engineer's Estimate PC - Project Completion SC - Start Construction wkd - working days

PE - Preliminary Engineering SRC - Subdivision Review Committee
Rev. 8-1-08

CITY OF RIDGECREST
 PROJECT STATUS REPORT

Helt Engineering, Inc.    2930 Union Avenue,  Bakersfield,  CA    93305    Telephone:  (661) 323-6045      Fax:  (661) 323-0799       Email: jhelt@heltengineering.com



Page 2 of 3
# Merge Project # Project Name Project Engin Estimate Funding Status Description

With Manager Project Cost Sources/Amounts
23 Graaf - Norma to Wayne CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

NO # Joe Pollock 196,997 TDA - $
24 NO # Reeves - Sierra View to 330' east CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

Joe Pollock $130, 000 TDA - $
25  Downs St. - Relocate Power Poles HES - $ ON HOLD Awaiting additional funding to underground

ST9806 Joe Pollock $1,615,000 RSTP, TDA ROW Problem; ON HOLD since SCE stopped undergrounding
26 North China Lake Blvd. - Street Lighting HES - $ ON HOLD

NO # Joe Pollock TDA - $
27 NO # Upjohn Bike Path

Mike Tucker TDA
28 NO# Allen St. Repaving Joe Pollock $355,735 CDBG

29 01210 Waste Water Treatment Plant Phase 1 Jerry
Retrofit / Upgrade

30 02211 College Heights Burn Dump - China Lake Jerry
Waste Management Site/Hazardous Materials

31 02214 Ridgecrest Blvd. PA & ED Juan $1,000,000 STIP GW-inp Environmental phase complete, waiting for next phase funding.  Engin/Enviro
documents complete

32 03204 Grants (EDA, Leroy Jackson Sports Complex, Jeremy $5,040 TDA Art. 3 for $50k matching funds for UpJohn Ave. awarded by KCOG Fall 2004
DMV App., Safe Rtes. To Schools App.) SR2S for sidewalks near Las Flores ES grant $75,150, need match $8,350

33 04203 FTA Section 5311 Vehicle Purchase Juan FTA PE-inp Application submitted to Caltrans for approval Jan. 2005
TDA City to buy bus

34 04204 RTIP 05/06 Jeremy RTIP Submitted Purpose & Need Statements to KCOG 
Awaiting technical data & ranking

35 04205 Overal Work Program 05/06 Jeremy $44,000 KCOG Awaiting Applied for sewer trunk line video inspection
apr

36 05201 RSTP 05/06 Jeremy RSTP App Sent request for E-76 for PE for College Heights  Blvd.
Conducted field review with Caltrans; Awaiting Authorization to Proceed

37 05203 Road Reconstruction - Downs Ave. Jeremy Project bid twice, no bids rec'd.  Extension granted until June 2008.  Project 
(from Inyokern Rd. to China Lake) currently being re-bid. 

38 05204 Road Reconstruction - Downs Ave. Jeremy Prepared 1st invoice and submitted to Caltrans
(from Ridgecrest Blvd. to UpJohn Ave.) Prepared engineer's estimate & submitted to Joe Pollock

39 05205 Sidewalk Construction - French Ave. Joe Pollock Project closed out
(from China Lake to Drummond Ave.)

40 05206 Road Improvements - Graff Ave., Reeves Ave. & Joe Pollock Construction complete, closeout in progress
S. Mahan St.

41 05208 FHWA Project Status Jeremy

42 05209 RSTP 06/07 Jeremy Submitted application to KCOG for reconstruction of Drummond

43 05210 CMAQ-CNG Fueling Station Jeremy Application approved by KCOG
Awaiting word from City if they want to proceed

44 06201 Sidewalk Construction - Las Flores Ave. Jeremy SR 25 Design completed; waiting on on Edison to relocate power poles
(from Norma St. to Sanders St.)

45 06202 Upjohn Ave. Resurfacing Jeremy Funding has been lost

46 06203 Upjohn Ave. & Sunset Blvd. Road & Sidewalk Jeremy CDBG Project complete
Construction

47 06204 TEA - Bike Rest Stations - Bowman Rd. Jeremy TEA Environmental on hold.  Awaiting word from City on how to proceed.

48 06205 Church & China Lake Traffic Signal Jeremy HES City now handling this

Rev. 8-1-08
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49 06206 Park and Rec. Bldg. Jerry

50 06207 College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy E-76 rec'd; biological assessment need to be corrected.  Awaiting word from Caltrans
Dolphin to Franklin RSTP on cultural

51 06208 College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy Rec'd E-76; Enviro in process
China Lake to Dolphin RSTP

52 06209 Road Reconstruction Jeremy Received E-76 for PE
Drummond Ave. (China Lake to Norma) RSTP Enviromental work in process

53 06210 DBE Program Update Theresa Caltrans approval 6-6-06
COMPLETE

54 06211 TDA Ariticle 3 Jeremy Submitted apps.  Not approved.

55  06212 Las Flores-Sierra View to Downs Jeremy Design complete.  Waiting for Edison to 
SR2S relocate power poles

56 07200 General Engineering

57 07201 DBE Dennis Speer

58 07202 Road Maintenenace

59 07203 BioSolids Feasibility Study

60 07204 RSTP College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy Awaiting PO to request PE

61 07205 FHWA Quality Assuranc Dru

62 07206 St. Recon. Imp. Norma St. Jeremy Submitted estimate & proposal; waiting
to PO to begin PE

63 07207 TDA Article 3 Jeremy Submitted applications for sidewalks to 
Kern COG

64 07208 CDBG Curb Ramps @ Various Locations Theresa Contracts INP
CDBG

65 07209 Safe Routes to School App. Gateway School Jeremy Application in process
SRTS

66 07210 West Ridgecrest Blvd. RTIP Submittal Jeremy Submitted RTIP forms to KCOG Oct. 07
STIP

67 07211 Richmond Rd. RTIP Submittal Jeremy Submitted RTIP forms to KCOG Oct. 07
STIP

68 08200 General Engineering

69 08201 FEMA

70 08202 Federal SR2S App. Gateway School Jeremy

71 08203 College Heights, Ph. 3-Franklin to College Jeremy

72 08204 TDA Article 3 Application Jeremy
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