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•Debt coming due. Just as con-
sumers with adjustable-rate mort-
gages suffered as their interest 
rates reset, so are companies as 
their debt matures, says Diane 
Vazza of S&P. More than $22 
billion of debt issued by compa-
nies with lower credit ratings 
comes due the next three quar-
ters, meaning they'll have to bor-
row amid a hostile debt market. 
Next year, companies with lower 
credit ratings see $40 billion in 
debt come due, Vazza says, and 
the amount will be double that 
each year through 2014. 
•Full-out assault on the con-
sumer. A poisonous blend of 
high gas prices and low confi-
dence is forcing retailers and 
consumer companies already on 
the brink into default, Zohn says. 

By Matt Krantz, USA TODAY 
Companies counting on consum-
ers spending like there's no to-
morrow are finding tomorrow 
may not be as bright as they'd 
hoped. 
Corporate defaults, including the 
owner of the Tropicana casinos 
this week, are reaching levels not 
seen in years as companies strug-
gle with a fickle bond market and 
nervous consumers. 
Already this year, 27 U.S. com-
panies have defaulted on their 
debt, according to Standard & 
Poor's, exceeding the 16 compa-
nies that defaulted in all of 2007. 
Many of these companies, in-
cluding Tropicana Entertainment, 
have already filed for bankruptcy 
protection. 
Bankruptcy experts say the up-
tick in defaults is just beginning, 
because massive amounts of debt 

will come due at a much faster 
pace in about a year. 
"The flood hasn't come yet, but 
the leading wave of the flood is 
in sight," says Martin Zohn, head 
of the bankruptcy practice at law 
firm Proskauer Rose. 
A rise in defaults puts even more 
pressure on an already weak 
economy by making lenders skit-
tish and threatening jobs as com-
panies are forced to scale back. 
Struggling companies are getting 
pushed over the edge due to: 
•Serious lack of money to bor-
row. Companies that don't have 
stellar credit ratings are still 
struggling to raise money, says 
Mariarosa Verde, managing di-
rector at Fitch Ratings. Average 
B-rated companies, if able to 
borrow at all, are paying 11% 
interest rates, she says, up from 
8.25% a year ago. 

By Evan Halper and Jordan Rau 
Los Angeles Times Staff Writers 
 
SACRAMENTO — In his latest 
plan for closing a budget shortfall 
now estimated at $17.2 billion, 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger will 
propose giving voters a choice 
between borrowing against the 

state lottery and paying more 
sales tax. 
 
The sales tax proposal is a turn-
about by Schwarzenegger, who 
came to office as an anti-tax 
crusader and throughout his 
tenure has steadfastly insisted he 
would never consent to new 

taxes. In recent days, the admini-
stration repeatedly denied re-
ports that it has been laying the 
groundwork for a sales-tax in-
crease. 
 
Deep cuts in services would still 
be needed to balance the budget. 
. 

Corporate defaults on upswing as debt comes due  

If state's numbers don't come up, bet on a sales tax hike 
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# Merge Project # Project Name Project Engin Estim Funding Status Description

With Manager  Total Proj Cost Sources/Amounts
1 2 Norma Street Improvements Ph. 1 - Upjohn Ave. CDBG - PE-inp Curb, gutter, drive approaches, cross gutters, clearing & grubbing

ST9803 to Bowman Rd.  (CD #17.96.1) Joe Pollock   Match Design 75% complete, waiting for apr of boiler plate by CDBG
2 1 Norma Street Improvements Ph. 2 - Upjohn Ave. CDBG -  PE-inp Repaving Norma Street     (claim $22,906 on 2/16/01)

ST9804 to Bowman Rd.  (CD #17.97.1) Joe Pollock 337,819.50 Match Design 75% complete, waiting for apr of boiler plate by CDBG
3 Ridgecrest Blvd. Improvements Ph.1 CDBG -  PE-inp Design - no construction until additional funding located

ST9910 China Lake Blvd. to Norma St. (CD #17.97.2) Joe Pollock $750,000 Match Claim - $7,641.83.  Could borrow ahead.
4 5,6 Las Flores Ave. - Handicap Access Improvements CDBG  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

HR 9901 (CD #17.97.3) Joe Pollock $242,500 Match Pre-con March 2, 01. CDBG 3 proj's = $161,085. Bid 342,011
5 4,6 Howell St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements CDBG -  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

ST9901 (CD #17.98.1) Joe Pollock (incl. Above) Match low bid $ 342,011
6 4,5 Guam St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements CDBG  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

ST2K03 (CD #17.98.2) Joe Pollock (incl. Above) Match
7 Skate Park Improvements CDBG - CE-inp Construction complete, CD project monitor inp

PK9802 (C #17.98.3) Joe Pollock $163,172  Match (RDA)  
8 11 Sunset St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements $279,000 CDBG - PE-inp Design inp, will be merged with CD #17.00.1 for construction

ST9801 (CD #17.99.1) Larry Miller   
9   TDA Art. 3  Grant has been awarded.  Design not started.

No # Leroy Jackson Park Bike Path Larry Miller
10 8 Allen St. Repaving Improvements  CDBG - AG-inp CD Agreeement sent to Ridgecrest for execution 01/17/01

No # (CD #17.00.1) Mike Tucker $378, 000 TDA - $  
11 21 Drummond - Mahan to Kern  DMV - ENV-inp Combined w/Mahan St. - Drummond to Sydnor, awaiting environmental apr from FHWA

ST9907 Joe Pollock $103,009  CMAQ Funds to be spent by June '01, 
12 Downs Landscaping - Inyokern to China Lake Blvd.  TEA - $ PE-inp Plans com, awaiting construction authorization from Caltrans

ST2K01 Joe Pollock $665,801  MATCH 589,234.00
13 China Lake Blvd. - Kmart to Inyokern TEA - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

BL2K01 (Chelsea Bike Lane) Larry Miller $236,929 TDA - $ $175,412 TEA
14 Bikepath on Bowman - Downs to China Lake Blvd. TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

BL2K02 PH I Mike Tucker $82,541 TDA - $
15 BL2K05 Bikepath on Bowman - China Lake to Gateway TDA Art. 3 -  PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

PH II Mike Tucker $88,216 TDA - $
16 BL2K06 Bikepath on Gateway - Upjohn to Ridgecrest TDA Art. 3 -  PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

Mike Tucker $83,041 TDA -   
17    BL2K04 Bikepath on Gateway - Ridgecrest to Pierce School TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, R/W problem with Navy

Mike Tucker $84,925
18 Bikepath on Norma - Ridgecrest to Church TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

BL2K03 Mike Tucker $75,110 TDA - $
19 So. China Lake - College Heights to Springer $802,000 STPL - $ CE-com Construction completed 12/22/00

ST9906 Joe Pollock $359,518 TDA - $  
20 12 Mahan - Drummond to Sydnor CMAQ - $ ENV-inp Awaiting apr of environmental by FHWA

ST2K02 Joe Pollock $229,237 TDA - $
21 Mahan - Ridgecrest to Upjohn CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

NO # Joe Pollock TDA - $
22 French and Drummond CMAQ -  PE-inp Awaiting acquisition of R/W from Navy

ST9908  Joe Pollock 143,000  PE authorized
AD - Advertisement EEM - Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation PS - Project Start TDA - Transportation Development Act
AG - Agreement ENV - Environmental PM - Property Management TEA - Transportation Enhancement Activities  
BA - Bid Award FAA - Federal Aviation Administration PO - Property Owner WW - Waste Water
BD - Bids Due FHWA - Federal Highway Administration PT- Permitting     app - application
CD - Kern County Community Development HES - Hazard Elimination Safety PR2 - Program Supplement apr - approval
CE  - Construction Engineering and Construction KC - Kern County RDA - Redevelopment Agency aut - authorization to proceed
CMAQ- Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality KCOG - Kern Council of Governments RFA - Request for Authorization cad - calendar days       
COR - City of Ridgecrest NFA - No Funds Available RFP - Request for Proposal com - completed
CTC - California Transportation Commission NOC - Notice of Completion R/W - Right of Way inp - in process      
EDA - Economic Development Administration NTP - Notice to Proceed RSTP- Regional Surface Transportation Program war- warranty period
EE - Engineer's Estimate PC - Project Completion SC - Start Construction wkd - working days

PE - Preliminary Engineering SRC - Subdivision Review Committee
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23 Graaf - Norma to Wayne CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

NO # Joe Pollock 196,997 TDA - $
24 NO # Reeves - Sierra View to 330' east CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

Joe Pollock $130, 000 TDA - $
25  Downs St. - Relocate Power Poles HES - $ ON HOLD Awaiting additional funding to underground

ST9806 Joe Pollock $1,615,000 RSTP, TDA ROW Problem; ON HOLD since SCE stopped undergrounding
26 North China Lake Blvd. - Street Lighting HES - $ ON HOLD

NO # Joe Pollock TDA - $
27 NO # Upjohn Bike Path

Mike Tucker TDA
28 NO# Allen St. Repaving Joe Pollock $355,735 CDBG

29 01210 Waste Water Treatment Plant Phase 1 Jerry
Retrofit / Upgrade

30 02211 College Heights Burn Dump - China Lake Jerry
Waste Management Site/Hazardous Materials

31 02214 Ridgecrest Blvd. PA & ED Juan $1,000,000 STIP GW-inp Environmental phase complete, waiting for next phase funding.  Engin/Enviro
documents complete

32 03204 Grants (EDA, Leroy Jackson Sports Complex, Jeremy $5,040 TDA Art. 3 for $50k matching funds for UpJohn Ave. awarded by KCOG Fall 2004
DMV App., Safe Rtes. To Schools App.) SR2S for sidewalks near Las Flores ES grant $75,150, need match $8,350

33 04203 FTA Section 5311 Vehicle Purchase Juan FTA PE-inp Application submitted to Caltrans for approval Jan. 2005
TDA City to buy bus

34 04204 RTIP 05/06 Jeremy RTIP Submitted Purpose & Need Statements to KCOG 
Awaiting technical data & ranking

35 04205 Overal Work Program 05/06 Jeremy $44,000 KCOG Awaiting Applied for sewer trunk line video inspection
apr

36 05201 RSTP 05/06 Jeremy RSTP App Sent request for E-76 for PE for College Heights  Blvd.
Conducted field review with Caltrans; Awaiting Authorization to Proceed

37 05203 Road Reconstruction - Downs Ave. Jeremy Project bid twice, no bids rec'd.  Extension granted until June 2008.  Project 
(from Inyokern Rd. to China Lake) currently being re-bid. 

38 05204 Road Reconstruction - Downs Ave. Jeremy Prepared 1st invoice and submitted to Caltrans
(from Ridgecrest Blvd. to UpJohn Ave.) Prepared engineer's estimate & submitted to Joe Pollock

39 05205 Sidewalk Construction - French Ave. Joe Pollock Project closed out
(from China Lake to Drummond Ave.)

40 05206 Road Improvements - Graff Ave., Reeves Ave. & Joe Pollock Construction complete, closeout in progress
S. Mahan St.

41 05208 FHWA Project Status Jeremy

42 05209 RSTP 06/07 Jeremy Submitted application to KCOG for reconstruction of Drummond

43 05210 CMAQ-CNG Fueling Station Jeremy Application approved by KCOG
Awaiting word from City if they want to proceed

44 06201 Sidewalk Construction - Las Flores Ave. Jeremy SR 25 Design completed; waiting on on Edison to relocate power poles
(from Norma St. to Sanders St.)

45 06202 Upjohn Ave. Resurfacing Jeremy Funding has been lost

46 06203 Upjohn Ave. & Sunset Blvd. Road & Sidewalk Jeremy CDBG Project complete
Construction

47 06204 TEA - Bike Rest Stations - Bowman Rd. Jeremy TEA Environmental on hold.  Awaiting word from City on how to proceed.

48 06205 Church & China Lake Traffic Signal Jeremy HES City now handling this

Rev. 5-1-08
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49 06206 Park and Rec. Bldg. Jerry

50 06207 College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy E-76 rec'd; biological assessment need to be corrected.  Awaiting word from Caltrans
Dolphin to Franklin RSTP on cultural

51 06208 College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy Rec'd E-76; Enviro in process
China Lake to Dolphin RSTP

52 06209 Road Reconstruction Jeremy Received E-76 for PE
Drummond Ave. (China Lake to Norma) RSTP Enviromental work in process

53 06210 DBE Program Update Theresa Caltrans approval 6-6-06
COMPLETE

54 06211 TDA Ariticle 3 Jeremy Submitted apps.  Not approved.

55  06212 Las Flores-Sierra View to Downs Jeremy Design complete.  Waiting for Edison to 
SR2S relocate power poles

56 07200 General Engineering

57 07201 DBE Dennis Speer

58 07202 Road Maintenenace

59 07203 BioSolids Feasibility Study

60 07204 RSTP College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy Awaiting PO to request PE

61 07205 FHWA Quality Assuranc Dru

62 07206 St. Recon. Imp. Norma St. Jeremy Submitted estimate & proposal; waiting
to PO to begin PE

63 07207 TDA Article 3 Jeremy Submitted applications for sidewalks to 
Kern COG

64 07208 CDBG Curb Ramps @ Various Locations Theresa Contracts INP
CDBG

65 07209 Safe Routes to School App. Gateway School Jeremy Application in process
SRTS

66 07210 West Ridgecrest Blvd. RTIP Submittal Jeremy Submitted RTIP forms to KCOG Oct. 07
STIP

67 07211 Richmond Rd. RTIP Submittal Jeremy Submitted RTIP forms to KCOG Oct. 07
STIP
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Officer Bill Groves 
was born in Ridge-
crest July 9, 1984.  
Officer Groves re-
ceived his education 
at Groves Elemen-
tary, Murray Middle 
S c h o o l ,  a n d 
Burroughs High 
School. 
Bill’s informative 
years were spent 
with his older brother, 
Russell, who became 

fast friends out of ne-
cessity, living outside 
the city limits. 
They would spend 
their time riding their 
bikes, and playing 
baseball or football.  
As Russell got older 
(and he got his driv-
ers license), Bill 
benefitted.  The sum-
mer days were now 
being spent either at 
Lake Isabella or Lake 

Diaz fishing, which 
sure beat the heat of 
Ridgecrest. 
Officer Groves en-
joyed wrestling in 
high school and later 
played recreational 
softball with his par-
ents on the City 
League. 
 
Upon graduation, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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R P D  M O N T H L Y  R E P O R T  

RIDGECREST POLICE DEPARTMENT 

During the month of 
March, Officers of the 
Ridgecrest police De-
partment addressed a 
community problem 
Ridgecrest Branch Post 
Office.  A subject was 
bothering patrons by 
begging at that loca-
tion.  Information was 
provided to Postal Offi-

cials regarding this sub-
ject and he was cited 
three times for the Pe-
nal Code violation. 

Officers attended two 
Neighborhood Watch 
meetings during 
March.  These meet-
ings were for newly 
formed Watches, one 

on S. Sunset St. and the 
other in the area of N. 
Peg St.  The officers in-
volved were Officer 
Cory Ballestero and 
Officer Nino 
Agostinacci. 

Welcome Aboard Officers Groves and Merzlak 

Monthly Report regarding Community Oriented Policing  

RPD monthly report 

Special points of in-
terest: 

Promotion  
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On April 21, 2008 at 2054 hours, 

Ridgecrest Police Officers re-

sponded to 236 E. Kashmire Ln. in 

Ridgecrest, regarding “shots fired.”  

They learned that several subjects 

fled the area on foot after the shots 

were heard.  Detectives from the 

Ridgecrest Police Department were 

called to the scene and an investi-

along with other evidence of a 

shooting and the suspect,  Reginald 

Prasad was arrested and booked at 

Kern County Jail/ Ridgecrest Substa-

tion and charged with 246.3(a) PC, 

Negligent Discharge of a firearm.  

Prasad was held on $10,000.00. 

gation was conducted by Detective 

Kristen Hanley and Detective Mi-

chael Atkins.  Ultimately, a firearm 

was found hidden at the residence, 

Negligent Discharge of a Firearm   

Officers responded to “shots fired” 

(and to keep himself 
out of trouble) Officer 
Groves and a friend, 
Officer Frid, planned 
to go into the Marine 
Corp.  After boot 
camp and the School 
of Infantry, Officer 
Groves went to Oki-
nawa, Japan and then 
served a tour in Iraq 
where he was a ma-
chine gunner. 
Returning home, he married 
his wife Alisha.  After leaving 
the Marine Corp, Officer 
Groves and Alisha came home 
to Ridgecrest where they are 
raising their two boys. 
Officer Ken Merzlak was born 
on Apirl 12, 1986 in Platts-
bugh, New York.  He is the 
eldest of three children.  Mov-
ing to Edmonds, Washington 
when he was 5 Officer Merzlak 
spent  elementary and Middle 
school in this area. 

In 2000, the family made the 

move to Trona, and after 
graduating in 2004, at-
tended Cerro Coso 
Community college.  
While attending college, 
Officer Merzlak became 
interested in the PACT 
organization and be-
came a volunteer in 
2004.  In the summer of 
2005, Officer Merzlak 
made the move to Long 
Beach, where he held a 
position for Comcast as 
a Tech giving him ex-

perience in cable, internet, and 
digital phone.  Although he 
was living in Long Beach, Offi-
cer Merzlak, continued with 
school at Cerro Coso online 
program and received his As-
sociates in Administration of 
Justice in December 2006. 
Officer Merzlak recently mar-
ried his fiancé Melissa in Janu-
ary and they have a beautiful 
little girl. 
 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Deputy Chief Ron Strand and Captain Jon 
Wheeler at the Graduation Ceremony 

Officer Groves and Officer Merzlak being sworn 
in by City Clerk Rita Gable 
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Above:  Chief Avery discusses the importance of 
being Captain.  Right:  Captain Wheeler’s wife 
Kindy, pins on the Captains Badge.  Below: Cap-
tain Wheeler’s  family shares in the special day. 



PreparedMay 13, 2008        

Crime for the Last Six Months     

          

Crimes Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Total  
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Rape 3 0 1 1 2 1 8  
Robbery 0 0 0 2 1 0 3  
Assault 33 26 21 23 31 19 153  
Burglary 18 17 15 10 15 10 85  
Larceny 17 32 33 27 30 21 160  
Auto Theft 2 4 2 4 1 3 16  
Total Part One 
Crimes 73 79 72 67 80 54 425  
Total Incidents 2500 2434 2512 2803 3099 3336 16684  

         

Ridgecrest Police Department 
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City Of Ridgecrest 

Parks Recreation and 
Cultural Affairs Department 

Monthly Report April - May 2008 



our Sports Camps which offer 
instructional camps in every-
thing from wrestling to soccer. 

Sign-ups taken on these days 
will guarantee the person a 
spot in those classes/camps.  
Any sign-ups taken after those 
dates will be on a space avail-
able basis and will receive no 
guarantee of participation.  

For more information, patrons 
are directed to visit the Kerr 
McGee Center or call 499-
5151. 

 

The Parks and Recreation 
Department is gearing up for 
what is sure to be another 
summer season jam packed 
with activities for people of all 
ages.   

The Summer Brochure detail-
ing all of our camps, classes 
and other activities hit the 
Daily Independent on May 
10th and was available at the 
Kerr McGee Community Center 
front counter on May 8th.  
There will be a 3 day sign-up 
event beginning May 27th.  

On May 27th from 6pm-
7:30pm we will be holding sign
-ups for Day Camp, Fall Pre-
School and Arts and Crafts 
classes which include neck-
lace making, paper airplane 
making and a brand new 

board game camp, just to 
name a few.  On May 28th 
from 6pm—7:30pm we will be 
holding sign-ups for our Aquat-
ics programs.  This includes 

regular swim lesson classes as 
well as Private(1:1 ratio) and 
Semi-Private(1:2 ratio) swim 
lessons.  On May 29th we will 
be holding sign-ups for all of 

The 2008 High Desert Torpe-
does Swim team is underway.  
The team began practice on 
May 10th at the Pinney Pool.  
Currently the team consists of 
20 youth ranging from 5-18 
years of age.   

Under the direction of Coach 

Tiffany Olson, the Swim Team 
practices every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday.  Early 
registration ended on Friday 
May 9th but will continue on 
throughout the season on a 
non pro-rated basis.  There is 
still time to sign-up. Contact 
the Kerr McGee center at 499-

5151 for more information. 

A n o t h e r  J a m  P a c k e d  S u m m e r  
A h e a d  

S U M M E R  
S I G N - U P  
D A T E S :  

• May 27– Day 
Camp, Pre-
School and Arts 
and Crafts 
Classes 

• May 28–  All 
Aquatics Pro-
grams 

• May 29– All 
Sports Camps 

• Sign-up times 
will be 6:00pm-
7:30pm all 
three days. 

S w i m  T e a m  G e t s  S t a r t e d  

C I T Y  O F  R I D G E C R E S T  

Parks Recreation And Cultural 
Affairs 

April—May 2008 MONTHLY REPORT 



 

The area elementary school’s  
5th Grade Basketball league 
at the Kerr McGee Center 
has come to a close.  The 5th 
grade basketball league 
plays 1 game per week for 
both Girls and Boys divisions 
for the 7 week season.  In the 
Boys Division there was Inyo-
kern, Faller, Las Flores, St. 
Anns, Gateway and Pierce 
Schools.  Pierce school came 
out on top with 5 wins for the 
season, with Las Flores in a 

close second with 4 games.  
In the Girls division there was  
Inyokern, Faller, Las Flores, 
St. Anns, Gateway, Immanuel 
and Pierce.  The Girls division 
ended with a 3 way tie for 
first place between Las Flo-
res, St. Anns and Gateway, 
each with a 5 and 1 record. 

As summer programs begin, The Parks and Recreation Depart-
ments Park Pre-School  comes to a close.  The School year runs 
September—May for ages 2 1/2—Pre-K.  Class runs 2 days per 
week from 8:30am—11:30am.  The Park Pre-school program aims 
to develop every child’s emotional, social, physical and educa-
tional growth through reading readiness, gross and fine motor 
skills, exploration, drama, puppetry, science, health, show and tell 
time, and community speakers.  Sign-ups for  next years classes 
will be held on May 27th from 6:00p—7:30p at the Kerr McGee 
Center.  Open registration will be taken after those dates on a 
space available basis.  For more information please pick up an 
information sheet at the Kerr McGee Center or call 499-5151. 

5 t h  G r a d e  B a s k e t b a l l  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d  

P a r k  P r e - S c h o o l  C o m i n g  T o  A  C l o s e  

P a g e  2  

The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation held their annual 
fundraising dinner and auction 
event Saturday May 10th at 
the Kerr McGee Community 
Center.  
 
After the dinner was served an 
auction took place where pa-
trons bid on everything from 
wildlife themed paintings to 
guns and knives. 

R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  E l k  F o u n d a t i o n  C o m e s  
T o  K M C C  

The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation Champion the 
conservation of Elk and 
other wildlife with this 
mission statement taken 
from their website-  
 
“The mission of the Elk 
Foundation is to ensure the 
future of elk, other wildlife 
and their habitat. “ 

5th grade boys 1st place—Pierce Elementary 



On Wednesday May 7th 
and Thursday May 8th a 
drama production of 
Raggedy Ann and Andy 
was held at the Kerr 
McGee Center.  The pro-
duction was co-sponsored 
by the City of Ridgecrest 
Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Affairs Depart-
ment and High Desert 
Talent Agency’s Elena 
Vitale.  Both shows were 
free to the public. 

CAST 
Raggedy Ann – Samantha Harrison 
Raggedy Andy – Cameron LaBrie 

Mechanico – Daniel Harrison 
Twins – Lizzie Joyce & Joanna Fletcher 

Suzy Pincushion – Wendy Meyer 
Grandpa/King Koo Koo – George “Andy” Anderson 

Bruin Bear – Emma Weber 
Babette – Alicia Seaman 

Dolls – Madelynn Clark & Courtney Kent 
Lester Looney – Kevin Seaman 

Prince Leonard the Looney-Hearted – Anthony Gould 
Camel – Sarah Meyer 

Trees/Walls – Madelynn Clark, Courtney Kent, Celeste Meyer, 
Victoriah Meyer 

Witch/Lucretia – Beth Ponek 
Greedy Bag – Joshua M. Woods 

Taffy – Celeste Meyer & Victoriah Meyer 
Grey-haired Whizzer – Barbara Burton 

Page – Jolene Fletcher 
Loonies – Madelynn Clark, Courtney Kent, Celeste Meyer, Vic-

toriah Meyer 
Peel Bearers – Madelynn Clark, Courtney Kent, Celeste Meyer 

Marcella – (Offstage Voice – Janis Harrison) 
 

CREW 
  Director – Elena Vitale 

Assistant/Prompter – Janis Harrison 
Set Design/Backdrop/Scenery – Vicki Seaman, Kurt Sea-

man 
Costumes – Kathleen LaBrie, Vicki Seaman, Wendy 

Meyer, Janis Harrison, Cast parents 
Props – Kathleen LaBrie, Vicki Seaman, Kim Hurst, 

Wendy Meyer, Janis Harrison, Cast 
Make-up - Mary Fletcher, Kim Hurst. Caley Burton 

Lighting/FX – Nathan Mc Artor 
Audio - Craig Bradley, Philip Braem, Matt Freese 

 
Thanks to the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, Emily Mc Artor, Cate Acevedo, Atlas 
Moving, St. Ann Church, City of Ridgecrest 
and the parents of the cast for their support. 
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Traffic Control Devices: 
Uses and Misuses 
 

Overview 
 
Traffic control devices are signs, signals, pavement 
markings and other devices placed along highways 
and streets to move vehicles and pedestrians safely 
and efficiently. These devices are placed in key loca-
tions to guide traffic movement, control vehicle speeds 
and warn of potentially hazardous conditions. They 
also provide important information to drivers about de-
tours and traffic delays. 
 

Functions of Traffic Control 
Devices  
 
The main purpose of a traffic control device is to pro-
vide information to drivers so they can operate their 
vehicles safely along a highway or street. The five ba-
sic criteria of a traffic control device are to: 
 

• Fulfill a need; 
• Command attention; 
• Convey a clear, simple meaning; 
• Command respect from road users, and 
• Give adequate time for response. 

 
Signs, signals, pavement markings, cones, barricades 
and warning lights are designed with dedicated 
colors, shapes and sizes based on the different func-
tions they provide. They regulate, guide and warn vehi-
cle and pedestrian traffic about road conditions. Uni-
formity of design (color, shape, size and location) helps 
drivers to quickly understand the messages of traffic 
control devices. Consistency is important for driver re-
spect, recognition and proper reaction to the devices. 
 

Characteristics of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices 
Color. Certain colors are used to trigger instant recog-
nition and reaction; for example, STOP signs are al-
ways red. Similarly, signals at intersections must have 
the same sequence of red/yellow/green to communi-
cate stop/warning/go to drivers and pedestrians. 

Nighttime visibility. Traffic control devices are made visible 
under nighttime operating conditions by either being sepa-
rately lighted or retro-reflectorized so that the light coming 
from vehicle headlamps is bounced off signs and other de-
vices back to the eyes of drivers. 
 
Daytime visibility. Traffic control devices are designed with 
highly visible colors or a sharp contrast of messages against 
a background. Sometimes traffic control devices are lighted 
even for daytime viewing to draw the attention of drivers to 
their messages. 
 
Shape and size. Signs have standard shapes and sizes to 
trigger instant recognition and reaction.   
 
For example, STOP signs have an octagonal shape of a 
particular size that no other sign is permitted to have. There 
are similar specifications for the shapes and sizes of many 
other traffic control devices for both permanent and tempo-
rary conditions. 
 
Location. Traffic control devices must be placed in locations 
that provide enough time for all drivers to make the appropri-
ate safe maneuvers, such as entering or departing a road or 
stopping and turning to avoid conflicts with other vehicles 
and pedestrians. 
 
Messages. Traffic control devices are designed with care-
fully chosen symbol or word messages of specific sizes and 
content. Locations and functions are then selected in rela-
tion to the amount of time that drivers need to detect, read 
and understand messages to make appropriate vehicle ma-
neuvers. 
 
 



 

Wastewater Report 
 
The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within design and compliance directives issued under 
Board Order No. 6-00-56. The treatment facility operated with no discharge violations or abnor-
mal conditions. 

The department inspected and passed (5) new connections to the sanitary sewage system. 

The reclamation department reclaimed 2.64 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fod-
der crop irrigation. 

The department hydro flushed 3,880 ft. of main line sewer as preventative maintenance. 

The department as part of Board Order No.6-00-56 and No. 6-93-86 is required to perform 
ground water monitoring on an annual and semiannual basis, the results of the semiannual 
analysis are included with this month’s SMR report. 

Transit 

There were major economical changes in April for the entire country.  For the first time gas prices 
reached the $4.00 per gallon mark and we are starting to see an increased ridership for the City 
transit system.  For the first time in its history RTS has had to schedule 4 buses every hour during 
peak hours.  Transit is starting to now be looked upon as an economic and viable substitute for 
transportation for citizens of Ridgecrest and the Indian Wells Valley.  The Transit Department has 
seven available units and looks forward to meeting the demand of everyone who is looking for a so-
lution to offset the current cost of transportation.  

 

 

Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

CITY OF RIDGECREST Engineering 
 
Private Sector Projects 
Residential construction has came to almost a complete halt due to the  
national credit mess. Commercial and multi-family projects however increased. 
 
Street Projects 
Work has started on the Downs Street Landscaping Project and progressing  
fairly well. Planting of the trees and shrubs is expected soon. Chemical tests  
of the soil in the islands revealed that three of the islands had a high level of Boron present. After 
some discussion with CALTRANS landscape personnel they provided a list of trees and shrubs 
that are thought to be Boron tolerant and these will be planted in these three islands. 
 
Traffic Signals 
Plans and specifications have been received for the China Lake and Church intersection. It 
should go out to bid the first part of the year. A traffic signal warrant study for the signal at Ward 
and China Lake has been completed and forwarded to CALTRANS. 
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