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 “Consumers have rendered a verdict on the coming holiday 
season: grim.  From discounters like Wal-Mart to luxury emporiums like 
Nordstrom, the nation’s biggest chains reported the weakest October in 12 
years.  The stores cited two main forces for the troubles: deepening 
economic jitters and unseasonably warm weather across the country, 
which left few consumers in the mood to buy.” 

 Jean Fuller, et. al.; discussion group regarding BRAC. 

 Interview potential lobbyists; Washington, DC. 

 Labor negotiations. 

 City Council meetings, Staff meetings, news media briefings, radio 
commentaries, newspaper column. 

 Taylor and Tuttle Developers; discuss potential projects. 

 Citizen; discuss City facility rental policies. 

 Staff review group; Wal-Mart project discussions. 

 Tom Mulvihill; City-Water District communications. 

 Mick Gleason; discussions regarding flight corridors. 

 Serve as Skelly Hearing Officer. 
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# Merge Project # Project Name Project Engin Estim Funding Status Description

With Manager  Total Proj Cost Sources/Amounts
1 2 Norma Street Improvements Ph. 1 - Upjohn Ave. CDBG - PE-inp Curb, gutter, drive approaches, cross gutters, clearing & grubbing

ST9803 to Bowman Rd.  (CD #17.96.1) Joe Pollock   Match Design 75% complete, waiting for apr of boiler plate by CDBG
2 1 Norma Street Improvements Ph. 2 - Upjohn Ave. CDBG -  PE-inp Repaving Norma Street     (claim $22,906 on 2/16/01)

ST9804 to Bowman Rd.  (CD #17.97.1) Joe Pollock 337,819.50 Match Design 75% complete, waiting for apr of boiler plate by CDBG
3 Ridgecrest Blvd. Improvements Ph.1 CDBG -  PE-inp Design - no construction until additional funding located

ST9910 China Lake Blvd. to Norma St. (CD #17.97.2) Joe Pollock $750,000 Match Claim - $7,641.83.  Could borrow ahead.
4 5,6 Las Flores Ave. - Handicap Access Improvements CDBG  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

HR 9901 (CD #17.97.3) Joe Pollock $242,500 Match Pre-con March 2, 01. CDBG 3 proj's = $161,085. Bid 342,011
5 4,6 Howell St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements CDBG -  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

ST9901 (CD #17.98.1) Joe Pollock (incl. Above) Match low bid $ 342,011
6 4,5 Guam St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements CDBG  PE-inp Bids opened 12/12/00, currently being reviewed

ST2K03 (CD #17.98.2) Joe Pollock (incl. Above) Match
7 Skate Park Improvements CDBG - CE-inp Construction complete, CD project monitor inp

PK9802 (C #17.98.3) Joe Pollock $163,172  Match (RDA)  
8 11 Sunset St. - Curb, Gutter & Street Improvements $279,000 CDBG - PE-inp Design inp, will be merged with CD #17.00.1 for construction

ST9801 (CD #17.99.1) Larry Miller   
9   TDA Art. 3  Grant has been awarded.  Design not started.

No # Leroy Jackson Park Bike Path Larry Miller
10 8 Allen St. Repaving Improvements  CDBG - AG-inp CD Agreeement sent to Ridgecrest for execution 01/17/01

No # (CD #17.00.1) Mike Tucker $378, 000 TDA - $  
11 21 Drummond - Mahan to Kern  DMV - ENV-inp Combined w/Mahan St. - Drummond to Sydnor, awaiting environmental apr from FHWA

ST9907 Joe Pollock $103,009  CMAQ Funds to be spent by June '01, 
12 Downs Landscaping - Inyokern to China Lake Blvd.  TEA - $ PE-inp Plans com, awaiting construction authorization from Caltrans

ST2K01 Joe Pollock $665,801  MATCH 589,234.00
13 China Lake Blvd. - Kmart to Inyokern TEA - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

BL2K01 (Chelsea Bike Lane) Larry Miller $236,929 TDA - $ $175,412 TEA
14 Bikepath on Bowman - Downs to China Lake Blvd. TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

BL2K02 PH I Mike Tucker $82,541 TDA - $
15 BL2K05 Bikepath on Bowman - China Lake to Gateway TDA Art. 3 -  PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

PH II Mike Tucker $88,216 TDA - $
16 BL2K06 Bikepath on Gateway - Upjohn to Ridgecrest TDA Art. 3 -  PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

Mike Tucker $83,041 TDA -   
17    BL2K04 Bikepath on Gateway - Ridgecrest to Pierce School TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, R/W problem with Navy

Mike Tucker $84,925
18 Bikepath on Norma - Ridgecrest to Church TDA Art. 3 - $ PE-inp Plans com, CS scheduled for Spring 2001

BL2K03 Mike Tucker $75,110 TDA - $
19 So. China Lake - College Heights to Springer $802,000 STPL - $ CE-com Construction completed 12/22/00

ST9906 Joe Pollock $359,518 TDA - $  
20 12 Mahan - Drummond to Sydnor CMAQ - $ ENV-inp Awaiting apr of environmental by FHWA

ST2K02 Joe Pollock $229,237 TDA - $
21 Mahan - Ridgecrest to Upjohn CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

NO # Joe Pollock TDA - $
22 French and Drummond CMAQ -  PE-inp Awaiting acquisition of R/W from Navy

ST9908  Joe Pollock 143,000  PE authorized
AD - Advertisement EEM - Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation PS - Project Start TDA - Transportation Development Act
AG - Agreement ENV - Environmental PM - Property Management TEA - Transportation Enhancement Activities  
BA - Bid Award FAA - Federal Aviation Administration PO - Property Owner WW - Waste Water
BD - Bids Due FHWA - Federal Highway Administration PT- Permitting     app - application
CD - Kern County Community Development HES - Hazard Elimination Safety PR2 - Program Supplement apr - approval
CE  - Construction Engineering and Construction KC - Kern County RDA - Redevelopment Agency aut - authorization to proceed
CMAQ- Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality KCOG - Kern Council of Governments RFA - Request for Authorization cad - calendar days       
COR - City of Ridgecrest NFA - No Funds Available RFP - Request for Proposal com - completed
CTC - California Transportation Commission NOC - Notice of Completion R/W - Right of Way inp - in process      
EDA - Economic Development Administration NTP - Notice to Proceed RSTP- Regional Surface Transportation Program war- warranty period
EE - Engineer's Estimate PC - Project Completion SC - Start Construction wkd - working days

PE - Preliminary Engineering SRC - Subdivision Review Committee
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23 Graaf - Norma to Wayne CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

NO # Joe Pollock 196,997 TDA - $
24 NO # Reeves - Sierra View to 330' east CMAQ - $ Awaiting authorization for PE from Caltrans

Joe Pollock $130, 000 TDA - $
25  Downs St. - Relocate Power Poles HES - $ ON HOLD Awaiting additional funding to underground

ST9806 Joe Pollock $1,615,000 RSTP, TDA ROW Problem; ON HOLD since SCE stopped undergrounding
26 North China Lake Blvd. - Street Lighting HES - $ ON HOLD

NO # Joe Pollock TDA - $
27 NO # Upjohn Bike Path

Mike Tucker TDA
28 NO# Allen St. Repaving Joe Pollock $355,735 CDBG

29 01210 Waste Water Treatment Plant Phase 1 Jerry
Retrofit / Upgrade

30 02211 College Heights Burn Dump - China Lake Jerry
Waste Management Site/Hazardous Materials

31 02214 Ridgecrest Blvd. PA & ED Juan $1,000,000 STIP GW-inp Environmental phase complete, waiting for next phase funding.  Engin/Enviro
documents complete

32 03204 Grants (EDA, Leroy Jackson Sports Complex, Jeremy $5,040 TDA Art. 3 for $50k matching funds for UpJohn Ave. awarded by KCOG Fall 2004
DMV App., Safe Rtes. To Schools App.) SR2S for sidewalks near Las Flores ES grant $75,150, need match $8,350

33 04203 FTA Section 5311 Vehicle Purchase Juan FTA PE-inp Application submitted to Caltrans for approval Jan. 2005
TDA City to buy bus

34 04204 RTIP 05/06 Jeremy RTIP Submitted Purpose & Need Statements to KCOG 
Awaiting technical data & ranking

35 04205 Overal Work Program 05/06 Jeremy $44,000 KCOG Awaiting Applied for sewer trunk line video inspection
apr

36 05201 RSTP 05/06 Jeremy RSTP App Sent request for E-76 for PE for College Heights  Blvd.
Conducted field review with Caltrans; Awaiting Authorization to Proceed

37 05203 Road Reconstruction - Downs Ave. Jeremy Project bid twice, no bids rec'd.  Extension granted until June 2008.  Project 
(from Inyokern Rd. to China Lake) currently being re-bid. 

38 05204 Road Reconstruction - Downs Ave. Jeremy Prepared 1st invoice and submitted to Caltrans
(from Ridgecrest Blvd. to UpJohn Ave.) Prepared engineer's estimate & submitted to Joe Pollock

39 05205 Sidewalk Construction - French Ave. Joe Pollock Project closed out
(from China Lake to Drummond Ave.)

40 05206 Road Improvements - Graff Ave., Reeves Ave. & Joe Pollock Construction complete, closeout in progress
S. Mahan St.

41 05208 FHWA Project Status Jeremy

42 05209 RSTP 06/07 Jeremy Submitted application to KCOG for reconstruction of Drummond

43 05210 CMAQ-CNG Fueling Station Jeremy Application approved by KCOG
Awaiting word from City if they want to proceed

44 06201 Sidewalk Construction - Las Flores Ave. Jeremy SR 25 Design completed; waiting on on Edison to relocate power poles
(from Norma St. to Sanders St.)

45 06202 Upjohn Ave. Resurfacing Jeremy Funding has been lost

46 06203 Upjohn Ave. & Sunset Blvd. Road & Sidewalk Jeremy CDBG Project complete
Construction

47 06204 TEA - Bike Rest Stations - Bowman Rd. Jeremy TEA Environmental on hold.  Awaiting word from City on how to proceed.

48 06205 Church & China Lake Traffic Signal Jeremy HES City now handling this

Rev. 11-1-07

Helt Engineering, Inc.    2930 Union Avenue,  Bakersfield,  CA    93305    Telephone:  (661) 323-6045      Fax:  (661) 323-0799       Email: jhelt@heltengineering.com



Page 3 of 3
# Merge Project # Project Name Project Engin Estimate Funding Status Description

With Manager Project Cost Sources/Amounts
49 06206 Park and Rec. Bldg. Jerry

50 06207 College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy E-76 rec'd; biological assessment need to be corrected.  Awaiting word from Caltrans
Dolphin to Franklin RSTP on cultural

51 06208 College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy Rec'd E-76; Enviro in process
China Lake to Dolphin RSTP

52 06209 Road Reconstruction Jeremy Received E-76 for PE
Drummond Ave. (China Lake to Norma) RSTP Enviromental work in process

53 06210 DBE Program Update Theresa Caltrans approval 6-6-06
COMPLETE

54 06211 TDA Ariticle 3 Jeremy Submitted apps.  Not approved.

55  06212 Las Flores-Sierra View to Downs Jeremy Design complete.  Waiting for Edison to 
SR2S relocate power poles

56 07200 General Engineering

57 07201 DBE Dennis Speer

58 07202 Road Maintenenace

59 07203 BioSolids Feasibility Study

60 07204 RSTP College Heights Reconstruction Jeremy Awaiting PO to request PE

61 07205 FHWA Quality Assuranc Dru

62 07206 St. Recon. Imp. Norma St. Jeremy Submitted estimate & proposal; waiting
to PO to begin PE

63 07207 TDA Article 3 Jeremy Submitted applications for sidewalks to 
Kern COG

64 07208 CDBG Curb Ramps @ Various Locations Jeremy Design in process
CDBG

65 07209 Safe Routes to School App. Gateway School Jeremy Application in process
SRTS

66 07210 West Ridgecrest Blvd. RTIP Submittal Jeremy Submitted RTIP forms to KCOG Oct. 07
STIP

67 07211 Richmond Rd. RTIP Submittal Jeremy Submitted RTIP forms to KCOG Oct. 07
STIP
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ment.  Jason found that 
while in the Marine Corp 
that he enjoyed his job and 
felt that law enforcement 
mirrored that. 

I assume that Jason enjoys 
fishing, because he got his 
first speeding ticket while 
returning from a fishing 
trip.  He also enjoys all as-
pects of the outdoors. 

Jason Frid was born on De-
cember 15, 1983 to Edward 
Scott Frid and Susan John-
son.  He is the third child 
out of four.  All Boys. 

When Jason was about three 
months old, Ed and Susan 
moved to Ridgecrest and 
three years later decided to 
make Ridgecrest their home. 

Jason received his education 
at such fine schools as Las 
Flores, James Monroe and 
Burroughs. Upon high 
school graduation, Jason 
opted to sign a contact and 
serve his country in the Ma-
rine Corps. 

 

Jason found boot camp to be 
surprisingly tolerable and a 

little fun.  He went on to the 
School of Infantry and be-
came a tow gunner.  Jason 
did two tours in Iraq.  Jason 
checked out of the Marine 
Corp in June 2006 and ap-
plied for a position as a po-
lice officer with the depart-

Welcome Aboard Officer Frid 

Ridgecrest Police Department S

 Sept/Oct 2007 Volume 1, Issue 3 

RPD monthly report 

Special points 

of interest: 

Check out the  

pictures of Dirty 

Job host  

Mike Rowe 

 

Atta—Boys 

 

Inside this issue: 

  

September Traffic Stats  

General Investigations  

Overtime   

Animal Control  

Reserve Stats  

PACT   

Explorers  October 31, 2007, brought Darth Vader to the Ridgecrest Police Department.  Our mighty staff comprised of 

Sergeant Robert Obergfell, Officer Dan Armogida, and Officer Nino Agostinacci, were able to bring in Darth 
Vadar without injuries, where he was held  in  the holding facility. 

Officer Jason Frid taking his oath of office. 
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RPD monthly report 

On October 6th the Ridgecrest 

Police Depart sponsored Indian 

Wells Valley CERT holding its 

first in house training class us-

ing the Ridgecrest Police De-

partment briefing Room and 

Kerr McGee Center. 

The opening class was attended 

by over 15 students and in 

house trainers. Additionally, 

Tom KLIEN the Kern valley 

“Train the trainer” instructor 

had only good things to say 

about the class, the facility and 

the local CERT team progress. 

CERT is the acronym for Citi-
zen Emergency Response 
Teams. The goals of these 
teams are to educate members 
so that they can assist in their 

home, city and community in 
the event of a natural or man-
made disaster.  There are over 
240 teams in the state of Cali-
fornia and several in Kern 
County. 

Burglary Solved 
On November 1, 20o7 at 1550 
hours, Ridgecrest Police Offi-
cers responded to the residence 
1311 W. Langley Ave, after a 
citizen provided information on 
the location of the wanted fel-
ony suspect, RUTH.    

The residence was surrounded 

and the parties inside were 
contacted.  Once inside, the 
suspect, RUTH was located. 
She was taken into custody 
without incident. Neither 
RUTH nor any officers were 
injured in the arrest. 

RUTH was recently featured as 

one of Ridgecrest Most Wanted 
suspects published by the Daily 
Independent. This publication 
led to her whereabouts and ul-
timately her arrest. 

IWV CERT 2007 

On October 31, 2007 at 1430 
hours, Ridgecrest Police Officers 
responded to the location of 700 S. 
Silver Ridge space 120, after a 
citizen provided information on 
the location of the wanted felony 
suspect, STEVENS. Upon arrival 
the Officers spotted the suspect on 
the front porch. He immediately 

fled inside the mobile home. 

The residence was surrounded and 
other parties inside were evacu-
ated. Once inside, the suspect, 
STEVENS was located hiding in a 
bedroom. He was taken into cus-
tody at gun, Taser and Less Lethal 
shotgun point. Neither 

S T E V E N S 
nor any officers were injured in 
the arrest. 

STEVEN was recently featured as 
one of Ridgecrest Most Wanted 
suspects published by the Daily 
Independent.  This publication led 
to his whereabouts and ultimately 

Felony Warrant Arrest 

WE RECEIVED SEVERAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FROM COMMU-

NITY MEMBERS THANKING OFFICERS FOR DOING A GREAT JOB.  

PLEASE SEE THE ATTA –BOYS ON PAGE 4 FOR ALL THE KIND 

WORDS 



Upper left and left:  Officer Ryan Marrone and Police 

Trainee Bill Groves had the privilege to get their picture taken 

with Mike Rowe of the TV show “Dirty Jobs”.  Mr. Rowe was 

in the area filming a commercial.  Above:  The Ridgecrest 

Police Department had the honor of  being in the Opening 

Ceremonies at the Grand Prix.  

Above: After being held by the RPD, Darth 

Vadar was escorted by Police Explorers at the 

Downtown Harvest Festival.  Left:  Traffic and 

Motorcycle Officer Bill Keys hosts  the motor-x 

demonstration at the Fairgrounds, prior to the 

Grand Prix. 



I want to thank your department in the recovery of my children's Christmas gift. Our house was 
broken into and the following officers should be recognized for their outstanding efforts; Ryan 
Sloan, Bill Keys, Aaron Taylor, Manuel Castaneda, and Seth Podell. Your officers were professional 
and courteous during this trying time for our family. I know in these burglaries most of the time 
property is never recovered, but this time was different. Your officers were able to recover almost 
everything, including a $500 PS3 for my kids Christmas. We were not going to be able to replace 
this gift due to the high dollar amount. 

In closing my wife and I just can't say enough. Your officers’ efforts should not go unnoticed. Please 
pass on our thanks and gratitude to your officers. 

Sincerely,  
The Thompson family. 

Chief Avery: 
  
Just want to say I had the pleasure of meeting one of your officers, Sgt. Mike Myers, when I was last in town. 
He pulled me over (a separate incident, looking for a similar white truck as mine on Dolphin). Of all the times 
I've ever seen the red and blue lights come on behind me, this was the most pleasant. 
  
Maybe it's been from living for nearly 25 years in Denver, but it's been a long time since I met a more genuine 
officer in the course of his duties. He was great, and affable, and understanding in the situation, and (I'm not 
telling you anything you probably don't already know)--exactly what I remember the good guys to be like 
when I was growing up in Ridgecrest in the '60s and '70s. 
  
Congratulations. If he's any reflection of your squad as a whole, you've got a great team. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dave Maddux 



Ridgecrest Police Department 
Prepared October 15, 2007        

Crime for the Last Six Months     

          
Crimes Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Total  
Homicide 0 0 0 1 0 0 1  
Rape 7 3 0 1 1 4 16  
Robbery 0 6 0 3 1 2 12  
Assault 30 33 30 55 34 28 210  
Burglary 17 21 29 12 10 20 109  
Larceny 37 36 35 19 36 21 184  
Auto Theft 6 1 3 5 5 2 22  
Total Part One 
Crimes 97 100 97 96 87 77 554  
Total Incidents 2541 2652 2895 2772 2826 2762 16448  
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PACT MONTHLY REPORT 
October 2007 

 
PACT  Volunteer  Hours     
Executive Director 2.0 
Financial 5.0 
Fundraiser 0.0 
Training    24.0 
Administrative RPD 97.5 
Administrative Org 183.5  
Vehicle Maint. 3.0 
Animal Welfare 215.0 
Child ID      55.0  
EOC 4.0 
Graffiti Task Force    0   
Nuisance Abatement    12.5 
Patrol 536.5    
Preventive Patrol 0.0 
Surveillance           6.0 
 
PACT HOURS 1148.5         YTD Hours for 2007 8769.25 
Non-member hours 4.0 YTD Hours for 2006 8064.0 
Chaplain hours  4.5  
TOTAL HOURS 1157.0  Total Hours for 2006 9740.0 
 
Volunteers served nine subpoenas and attempted to serve one additional one, 
Three evidence runs were made to Bakersfield. 
Radar trailer went out once in the month of October. 
Halloween night there were 4 teams on patrol in assigned areas. 
Fall Fair security patrol and video were sixty seven hours and Motocross was two hundred and thirteen hours. 
The fifty five hours for Child ID were the two day Fall Fair and one other site during October. 
(Note: Graffiti van was down for repairs for part of the month) 

Prepared by Nancy Young   PACT Coordinator 





The Parks and Recreation Department enjoyed another successful Fall Soccer season.  With 
over 400 youth spread over 34 teams in five Divisions it was one of the largest seasons to 
date, enrollment wise.   In the 9-11 year old Girls Division 3, the Galaxy, coached by Alan 
Van Nevel were overtaken by the Supersonics, coached by Trent Steichen by a score of 2-0.  
The 9-11 year old boys Division 4 tournament saw the Express, coached by Neil Christman 
come out on top of the Lasers coached by Nick Young with a score of 5-1.  In the 12-14 
year old Division 5 tournament The Crew, coached by Barry Seale battled it out with the 
Metro Stars coached by  Jesus Villa, in a contest which ended in favor of  The Crew 3-1.  
Each year the Parks and Recreation Department programs expand to meet the demand of 
local youth.  All of the programs offered by the Parks and Recreation Department aim to 
provide youth with the values and experience of a team play sport in a no pressure envi-
ronment. 

Division 4 From Left To Right: 
Express (In Blue),  

coached by Neil Christman 
 

Lazers (In Yellow) 
Coached by Nick Young 

Division 5 From Left To Right: 
The Crew (In Blue),  

coached by Barry Seale 
 

Metro Stars (In Yellow) 
Coached by Jesus Villa 

Division 3 From Left To Right: 
Supersonics (In Blue),  

coached by Trent Steichen 
 

Galaxy (In Yellow) 
Coached by Alan Van Nevel 

Another Successful Soccer Season Ends 

City of Ridgecrest 

Parks Recreation And 
Cultural Affairs 

October - November 2007  Monthly Report  

Special points of 
interest: 

• Soccer Season Comes 
To An End 

• Park Pre-School Cele-
brates Halloween 

• McDonalds Sponsors 
Flag Football 



Park Pre-School Celebrates Halloween 

McDonalds Goes To The End Zone 

We’re On The Web!!!! 
http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 

 The City of Ridgecrest Flag Football League has commenced its first week of  
play. McDonalds of Ridgecrest has been working in conjunction with Jim Ponek and Greg 
Clark, City of Ridgecrest, and Chris LeCornu along with Jesus Garcia of McDonalds of 
Ridgecrest to help support the league in its second season. The football league this year 
has taken the name, “Big Mac Youth Flag Football League.” This is a promotional event 
sponsored by McDonalds. McDonalds has graciously donated this year’s football shirts 
and as well is offering players and coaches a free Big Mac at the end of each week’s 
game. Participants receive a coupon after the game that are redeemable at McDonalds of 
Ridgecrest on that game day weekend, Friday through Sunday, with the purchase of an 
item of equal or greater value. The players and coaches must wear their Big Mac Flag 
Football tee shirts into McDonalds to be eligible to receive their free Big Mac. 
 
 McDonalds is also participating with the City’s Adopt-A-Roadway program. They 
have adopted the roadway from China Lake Blvd. on French down to Burroughs High 
School. It is a substantial area to keep clean. Again it further shows McDonalds commit-
ment to the community and their resolve to make Ridgecrest a great place to live and 
raise a family. 

The City of Ridgecrest Parks and Recreation Departments Park Pre-School took time 
out of their normal activities to put on a Halloween Parade for their parents. 

Top Left to Right Monday/Wednesday Classes:  Karen Bowling’s Class, Laurie Barney’s Class, 
Lynn Gallagher’s Class 

Bottom Left to Rigth Tuesday/Thursday Classes: Karen Bowling’s Class, Laurie Barney’s 
Class, Yoko Burgess’ Class 

By Greg Clark 









































STOP SIGNS: “HOW CAN WE 
GET THEM INSTALLED?” 

 
STOP SIGN MYTHS 
Myth No. 1 - Stop signs slow  
down traffic.  
 
Not so. Study after study, including sites in Kern 
County, show that speeds only drop within about 
1,000 feet of the stop sign. Further than 1,000 
feet, speeds do not drop and often are found to 
actually increase. Drivers very soon realize the 
signs are not needed and view them as a nui-
sance. 
 
Myth No. 2 - Stop signs reduce 
the number of collisions.  
 
Not so. Stop signs may reduce the number of 
right angle collisions, but rear end crashes may 
actually increase. Again, if not warranted, motor-
ists view the stop as a nuisance and many will 
not come to a stop. When one driver expects an-
other driver to stop, a collision could result.  
 
Intersections may be either uncontrolled or con-
trolled with yield signs, stop signs, or traffic sig-
nals. Stop controlled intersections may have stop 
signs on one approach (Tee), two approaches, or 
all approaches. In order to keep stop signs from 
being installed on every intersection in the coun-
try, and to make their placement meaningful, the 
Federal Highway Administration and the Califor-
nia Department of Transportation have devel-
oped guidelines for the installation of stop signs. 
The 
City of Ridgecrest follows these Federal and 
State guidelines - also known as warrants. 
 
STOP SIGN WARRANTS 
So, what are these guidelines, or warrants? In 
order to understand them, we need to first be 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

Public Works  

NOVEMBER 2007  
MONTHLY REPORT  

 
               Telephone 449-5080  -  Fax 499-1580 

aware of the purpose of stop signs. The primary 
reason for installing a stop sign is to assign right 
of way at intersections  where the normal right of 
way rule does not work. This may be necessary 
if there are sight distance restrictions, if traffic 
volumes are so heavy that crossing vehicles ex-
perience long delays, or if a traffic collision his-
tory points to a problem where stop signs 
would be effective. They are not installed as 
speed control devices. 
 
The warrants consider: 

• Traffic volumes on the major and 
   minor streets. 
• Safe approach speed based on sight 
  distance. 
• Delay to minor street traffic. 
• Number and type of traffic 
  collisions. 
 

Every stop sign request received by the City of 
Ridgecrest is thoroughly investigated to deter-
mine if an installation would be justified. We look 
at the traffic collision patterns and history, we 
take traffic counts and measure vehicle speeds, 
we calculate sight distance, and if necessary we 
measure side street delay. Our recommendation 
is then developed based on sound traffic engi-
neering principles and the State and Federal 
warrants. 
 
 

HELP! Report damaged or missing 
STOP signs. Call 499-5080 or your lo-

cal law enforcement agency. 
 

Please don’t delay or assume 
someone else will call. You could 
prevent an accident by calling to 
report missing or damaged STOP 

signs immediately. 



 

Wastewater Report 
 
The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within design and compliance directives issued under Board 
Order No. 6-00-56. 
 
The department hydro flushed 5,680 ft. of main line sewer, as preventative maintenance. 
 
The department inspected and passed five new connections to the sanitary sewer system. 
 
The reclamation department reclaimed 6.07 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fodder 
crop irrigation. 
 
The department disassembled and performed annual maintenance procedures on the No. 2 Au-
ger/Grinder. 

Engineering 
 
Private Sector Projects 
Residential construction has came to almost a complete halt due to the 
national credit mess. Commercial and multi-family projects however in-
creased.  
 
Street Projects 
The Street Department applied Topein-C to a little over 1 million square 
feet of major and secondary streets this last month. Topein-C is a wood 
fiber based compound and acts as a surface sealant to reduce penetra-
tion of moisture. The useful life is 3 to 5 years depending on the volume of traffic. The drying time is 
on the order of 45 minutes depending on ambient temperature, so, the pavement can be opened to 
traffic fairly quickly. There have been some complaints from motorists about the material getting on 
their vehicles should they drive on the pavement during this drying period. Topein-C can be removed 
from the vehicle with water and a good detergent (preferably citrus based). 
 
Traffic Signals 
The video cameras have been installed at all seven traffic signals operated by the City and are now 
operational. There have not been any complaints  received. Some re-programming of the signals 
has and will be necessary now that the detection systems are functioning. 

Transit 
 
Transit  served 16 new riders in the month of October with all expressing satisfaction with the service 
received.  

Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 
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