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 “Rite Aid Corporation saw first quarter revenue gains of 2.8%, at 
$4.46 billion; same-store sales increasing 2.3% as compared to the year-
ago period.  The firm is on track to open 125 new and relocated stores this 
year.” 

 “Blackstone bought Hilton Hotels Corporation for $26 billion, giving 
the private equity company the biggest hotel group in the world by number 
of properties.  The acquisition gives Blackstone, whose 2,800 hotels 
include brands such as Hilton, Doubletree, Embassy Suites, Hampton Inn, 
Homewood Suites and the Waldorf-Astoria Collection, just under 500,000 
hotel rooms.” 

 General Manager, IWV Water District, meetings to discuss joint 
issues and projects. 

 City Council meetings, Staff meetings. 

 News media briefings, radio commentaries, newspaper column. 

 Local businessmen, meeting to discuss current issues. 

 Chamber of Commerce luncheon meeting. 

 Kern County Mayors and Managers meeting. 

 Labor negotiations (contract re-openers). 

 City budget – departmental reviews. 

 City/County transit agreement review. 

 Fire Chief Thompson and Deputy Fire Chief Klinoff to discuss fire 
services agreement. 

 Power production company representatives. 



the dangerous nature of 
chemicals and gases in-
volved in the manufactur-
ing process of metham-
phetamine, the lab equip-
ment and chemicals were 
collected and seized by 
the HIDTA Agents. 

Gifford was booked at the 
Kern County Jail/ Ridge-
crest substation and held 
on $36,500.00 bail.   

On June 4, 2007, Ridge-
crest Police Department 
Detective Kristen Lawson 
developed information 
that William Gifford, age 
51, was manufacturing 
the controlled substance, 
methamphetamine, in a 
garage at his residence in 
the 300 block of W. 
Moyer Ave.  Based on the 
probable cause devel-
oped, Detective Lawson 
obtained a search warrant 
for Gifford’s residence.   

Agents from the Southern 
Tri-County HIDTA (High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas) Task Force, joined 

Detectives and Officers 
from the Ridgecrest Po-
lice Department in serv-
ing this search warrant.  
During the service of this 
warrant, a clandestine 
methamphetamine lab 
was located in Gifford’s 
garage.  While not in use, 
laboratory glassware and 
fixtures were located 
along with chemicals as-
sociated with the manu-
facture of methampheta-
mine.  Small amounts of 
methamphetamine, a 
small amount of mari-
juana and narcotics para-
phernalia were also lo-
cated and seized.  Due to 

Arrest Made in Manufacturing of a  Controlled Substance  
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On June 20, 2007, 
Ridgecrest Police Detec-
tives Kristen Lawson 
and Rick Smith devel-
oped information re-
garding a series of resi-
dential burglaries that 
have been occurring in 
the southwest and 
northwest residential 
areas of Ridgecrest.  The 
approximate loss from 
these burglaries is 

$21,000.00. 

During the course of this 
investigation, Detectives 
Smith and Lawson 
learned that these six 
juvenile suspects are re-
sponsible for over ten 
residential burglaries 
committed over the last 
five months.  To date, 
one suspect has been 
arrested and was ulti-

mately released to his 
parents.  Detectives are 
actively seeking the ad-
ditional suspects and 
the location(s) of stolen 
property. 

Arrest Made in Residential Burglaries 
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On June 16, 2007 at about 0100 hours, Ridge-
crest Police Officer Cory Ballestero conducted a 
traffic stop on a vehicle in the 500 block of W. 
Atkins Ave. for a traffic violation.  The driver, 
Christine Ruth, was subsequently arrested for 
being an unlicensed driver.   

During a search of her person and vehicle, sev-
eral grams of individually pre- packaged sus-

pected methamphetamine were located.  A digi-
tal scale and a large amount of US currency was 
also located and seized. 

Ruth was arrested and transported to CRF-
Bakersfield where she was booked on the above 
listed drug related charges.   She remains in cus-
tody in lieu of bail at the time of this press re-
lease.   

Arrest Made in Transportation and Sales of a Controlled Substance 

On June 28, 2007, Detectives and Officers of 
the Ridgecrest Police Department conducted 
a 290 PC, sex offender compliance operation 
during which, all 290 PC registrants residing 
in the City of Ridgecrest were contacted at 
their residences.  The purpose of this opera-
tion was to confirm the registrants were in 
compliance with the terms of their registra-
tion.  52 registrants were contacted and no 
violations of the terms of registration were 

found.  During the operation, other violations 
were found and 2 warrants of arrest were 
served and 1 runaway juvenile was recovered 
and returned to the juveniles’ guardian. 

290 SWEEP 

On June 18, 2007, Ridgecrest 
Police Detective Kristen Law-
son, using information devel-
oped by Ridgecrest Police De-
partment Officer Daniel Ar-
mogida, arrested Joshua 
Meyer for a series of thefts 
from vehicles that have been 
occurring in the City of Ridge-
crest.  
 
Detective Lawson recovered 
stolen property from three 
“thefts from vehicle” cases and 
a residential burglary case. All 

four cases were attributed to 
Meyer.  
 
Meyer was booked at Kern 
County Jail/ Ridgecrest Substa-
tion and released on 
$12,500.00 bail. Later that 
night, Officer Daniel Armogida 
stopped a vehicle driven by 
Meyer and arrested him for vio-
lation, Possession of a danger-
ous weapon (brass knuckles). 
Meyer was again booked at 
Kern County Jail/ Ridgecrest 
Substation and released on 
$10,000.00 bail.  

On June 21, 2007, Agents from 
the Kern County Probation De-
partment conducted a proba-
tion sweep in Ridgecrest and 
contacted Meyer at his resi-
dence in conjunction with this 
sweep. He was arrested for 
violation of Illegal possession 
of a firearm and Probation vio-
lation. Meyer was booked at 
Kern County Jail/ Central Re-
ceiving Facility Bakersfield. 

Vehicle Theft 



On June 7, 2007 at about 
1930 hours, Ridgecrest Po-
lice K9 Officer T. Dilley de-
veloped information that 
Kim RUSH was staying at 
the Aloha Motel. RUSH was 
wanted on an outstanding 
warrant of arrest. Officer 
Dilley, along with Officer 
Ballestero and Officer At-
kins made contact with 
RUSH inside one of the 
rooms at the motel. Also 
present was Aaron JUN-
IOR, who is currently on 
Parole.   

Inside the room, Officer 

Dilley discovered a quantity 
of individually pre- pack-
aged narcotics totaling ap-
proximately 6 grams of sus-
pected methamphetamines. 
He also located additional 
packaging and scales used 
in the distribution of dan-
gerous drugs. 

Both RUSH and JUNIOR 
were arrested without inci-
dent. RUSH was trans-
ported and booked at CRF 
Bakersfield on the out-
standing warrant and open 
drug related charges. JUN-
IOR was booked at KCJ 

Ridgecrest on 3056 PC-
Parole violation and open 
drug related charges. 

Both suspects remain in 
custody at the time of this 
press release.   

 

 

6 Grams of Methamphetamines Seized 

After 9 months of intense schooling, Sergeant Paul Wheeler is congratu-

lated by a representative of the Peace Officer Standard and Training, on 

successfully graduating from the Supervisory Leadership Institute.  We 

too at the Department would like to acknowledge his success and hard 

work over the last 9 months. 



Ridgecrest Police Department 
Prepared July 16, 2007        

Crime for the Last Six Months     
         
Crimes Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total  
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Rape 0 2 1 7 3 0 13  
Robbery 0 1 2 0 6 0 9  
Assault 18 23 36 30 33 30 170  
Burglary 11 15 28 17 21 29 121  
Larceny 31 29 43 37 36 35 211  
Auto Theft 5 4 2 6 1 3 21  
Total Part One 
Crimes 65 74 112 97 100 97 545  
Total Incidents 2701 2355 2864 2541 2652 2895 16008  
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The Parks and Recreation 
Department is six weeks into 
our summer season and it has 
proved to be one of our busi-
est yet.  The Kerr McGee Cen-
ter is teeming with activity as 
youth of all ages come to par-
ticipate in everything from 
Paper Airplane making to Soc-
cer. 

Pictures continued on next page. 

S u m m e r  C a m p s  P o p u l a r  
S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

• Summer Camps 

• Pool Happenings 

• Lions Club Bingo 

C I T Y  O F  R I D G E C R E S T  

Parks Recreation And Cultural 
Affairs 

June—July 2007 MONTHLY REPORT 

UK Soccer camp, our most popular single camp of the season. 

Smasher’s Volleyball Clinic 

Basketball Camp 
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Flag Football 

Cheer Camp 

Dance Dance Revolution  



  

By Tiffany Olson 
P i n n e y  P o o l  B u s y  

P a g e  3  M O N T H L Y  R E P O R T  

Pinney Pool is JUMPIN! Our new 
concession stand is up and running 
and providing snacks and treats to 
our patrons with refreshing Coca-
Cola products. Open swim 
(Monday through Friday 1 pm to 4 
pm) has been awesome! We have 
had many fun events, including; 
FREE Coca Cola Day, which was 
June 26th. 
Everyone enjoyed the Free Coca 
Cola during the second open swim. 
We also had an egg toss competi-
tion, treasure dives, water balloons 
and on July 4th had a fantastic Div-
ing Challenge! We’ve had 50 cent 
pizza and an impressive Root Beer 
Chugging Contest! 
Future events include Swim Chal-
lenge Day (July 17th 2 pm), Obsta-
cle Course Day (July 18th 2 pm), 
Family Treasure Hunt (July 21st 
7:30 pm), Float Races (July 23rd 
2:30 pm) and get ready for an 
amazing Belly Flop Contest (July 
25th 2:45 pm). 

We are entering our third session 
of swim lessons and the kids are 
learning and swimming better with 
every class. There’s still time to 
enroll for the last and final 4th ses-
sion of swim lessons. All sign ups 
are through the front desk at the 
Kerr McGee community center. 
 
Swim parties are an excellent way 
to celebrate your child’s birthday, 
sports team or special occasion 
with a cool and relaxing dip in the 
pool or an exciting dive or trip 
down our water slide. Call 499-
5151 for more information. 
 
We hope to see you at the pool! 
 
The High Desert Swim Team has 
had a challenging season. We have 
fought hard as a team to get 
through the difficult and sad times. 
We miss our friend and swimmer, 
Amanda Collins who passed away 
during the season. We know she 

would want us to continue to swim 
and pushes us to do better. And we 
have. Everybody’s times all over 
have dropped across the board, 
their form and endurance have 
greatly improved, their diving 
skills have enhanced and all the 
coaches are thrilled to have a dedi-
cated team to coach. 
 
Don’t miss your chance to take a 
dive and experience the swim team 
yourself! The Torpedo Swim Camp 
is July 24th & 26th from 7 pm to 9 
pm. It’s for ages 7-18 and is only 
$15. We’ll be learning proper 
stroke, flip turns, diving, relays and 
playing games. Sign up at Kerr 
McGee. 

Free Coke Day at the Pool. 

The Lifeguard Crew 



  

B i g  T u r n o u t  F o r  L i o n s  C l u b  
B i n g o  

P a g e  4  M O N T H L Y  R E P O R T  

On Saturday June 30th, the Lions 
Club held their Annual Bingo 
Fundraiser to benefit the Ridge-
crest Fireworks Fund. Over 200 
people came to the Kerr McGee 
Center for the event.  According to 
the events director and president of 
the local Lions Club, Steve Mor-
gan, the event was very successful 
and went off without a hitch. 

Left: Having a good time at Bingo. 
 
Above: Good turnout for Bingo. 

A ceremony mourning the passing of fellow lifeguard Amanda Collins after a tragic accident took her young life was held at 
Pinney Pool recently. Although it was a blustery night, the event was moving for all who attended. Family, friends, and fellow 
lifeguards all paid tribute to her memory and with a tribute which underscored the ceremony in a traditional way found in 
surfing culture. All of the 2007 Pinney Pool lifeguards signed  a competition surfboard donated by our own Greg Clark, and 
Lamarr Iva provided the art work on the deck of the board. During the ceremony the board was set loose freely in the pool. 
This is a traditional way fellow surfers offer their remembrance to other surfers who have passed where they are forever 
bonded to the ocean that they loved. Ironically the board found its way to the corner of the pool where her parents used to sit 
and watch her swim. The Infinity Surfboard now proudly hangs over the lifeguard area at Pinney Pool. 

























Vehicle Inspection, Maintenance & Repair Workshop. This two 
day workshop was attended by City staff representative Hurley Van-
derpool.  
 
      The workshop was held on Wednesday, June 6 and Thursday June 7, 2007 at City of Clovis 
Transit Center 155 N. Sunnyside Avenue, Clovis, California.  
 

The purpose of the workshop was to provide bus maintenance technicians, fleet managers 
and others interested in bus maintenance technology with current, practical, and relevant informa-
tion through a series of technical presentations by industry professionals.  
 
        The workshop assembled a group of industry professionals who provided objective training in-
formation about Caltrans’ vehicles, systems, components, and accessories.  Specifically, they in-
formed participants of the vehicle systems’ & components and maintenance needs, in order to re-
duce maintenance costs and prolong vehicle life.  This was a very useful program for organizations 
running a transportation program, including 5310 and 5311 operators. 

 
 The presenters provided and discussed information about bus in-plant inspections, brakes, 
tire inflation with nitrogen, engines, transmissions, update on air conditioning certification for techni-
cians, electrical and components testing. 

 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS               
 

 The 2-day program was of great value to small transit operators. Participants were able to 
listen to, learn from, and speak directly with the industry’s professionals. Below is a partial list of 
speakers and topics covered in the two days: 
 

• Steven Profera, CHP,  gave an update on Bus Inspections, Regula-
tions and Records  
 

• Doug Rosezelle, TransAir Manufacturing, discussed A/C system 
issues and tech certifications. 
 

• Marc Ellison, Intermotive, spoke on bus electrical systems opera-
tion, diagnosis and repairs. 
 

• Matt Ford, The Braun Corp, provided information on wheel chair lift 
inspections, service, repair and 403 updates. 

 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

Public Works  

JULY 2007  
MONTHLY REPORT  

Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

 
               Telephone 449-5080  -  Fax 499-1580 



• Joe Carroll, MorRyde,  discussed maintenance, inspection and service adjustments for the 
MorRyde systems. 

 
• Robert Jackson, Caltrans, talked about the “Post Delivery Bus Inspection Findings” or Bus 

Inspection 101. 
 

• Brad Manes, BKS Agency, discussed the use of nitrogen instead of compressed air for tires. 
 

• Scott Bruske, General Motors, talked about the new GM vehicles being purchased by Cal-
trans and private fleets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wastewater Report 
 
City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within its design and compliance directives issued under Board Order No. 
6-00-56. 
 
The department rebuilt the #3 clarifier, replacing 300 ft of drive chain, 28 flight links and one 1hp. drive motor. 
The department also repaired corrosion damage on the primary digester gas dome. 
 
The department approved three sewer lateral installations and completed mandrel and air testing on Tract 
#6674. This tract added 2,792 feet of main line to the existing infrastructure. 

Engineering 
 
Private Sector Projects 
The demand for inspection and plan checking is still increasing primarily in the commercial and residential 
sectors. There are currently about 38 new residential subdivisions being processed with a total of more than 
3200 new lots. In addition to these there are about 1500 lots in the Ridgecrest Heights area that are vacant 
and build able. Actual development has however slowed in anticipation of the outcome of the BRAC process 
and the air corridor issue. D.R. Horton Company has commenced grading for a subdivision of about 200 lots 
on College Heights between Springer and Kendall.  
 
Street Projects 
Aside from normal street maintenance we have no active street projects under construction. 
 
Traffic Signals 
The video cameras have been installed at all seven traffic signals operated by the City. They should all be 
operational next week. City Staff and the general public have been briefed on the operation and purpose of 
the cameras. There has been a rumor that these cameras are red light ticket cameras. This is not the 
case!!!!!!!!. The cameras are only for the detection of traffic and operation of the signals. A proposal for com-
pletion of the plans and specifications for the signal at China Lake and Church and for the preparation of 
plans and specifications for the signal at China Lake and Ward has been received. 
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