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 “As the Home Depot Inc. reported a 28% drop in fourth-quarter 
profit, its chief executive told analysts something they’ve heard before: the 
company plans to focus more on its retail stores and improve customer 
service.  The CEO said the world’s largest home improvement store chain 
would rededicate itself to improving the helpfulness and knowledge of its 
employees, bettering the shopping environment at its stores, enhancing its 
products and catering more to professional customers.” 

 Economic Outlook Conference. 

 Council meetings, Council committees, staff meetings. 

 News media briefings, KZIQ radio commentaries, Daily 
Independent monthly columns. 

 LSC Transportation Consultants (Cal-Trans). 

 Military/Civilian Affairs Committee meeting. 

 Prospective developers. 

 IWV Water District General Manager Tom Mulvihill. 

 Citizen meetings. 

 Sierra Sands Unified School District Focus Group. 

 Grand Jury. 

 Liberty Ambulance. 

 County Transportation. 
 



seemed to be a big hit 
with all present. Ap-
proximately 500 visi-
tors attended the event.   

Check out all the pic-
tures on page three. 

On January 23, 2007 
between 1700-2100 
hours, the Ridgecrest 
Police Department held 
an open house that was 
co-sponsored by the 
Youth Advisory Com-
mittee.  Officers and 
staff from all assign-
ments were present and 
set up various displays 
explaining the many 
functions and services 
of the Department.  The 
represented areas of the 
Department included: 
Investigations, Patrol, 
K-9 Officer, P.A.C.T., 

Explorers, Reserves, 
Dispatch, Records, 
Traffic, Property/
Evidence, C.H.A.M.P.S. 
Officer, Animal Con-
trol, and Range.  Chief 
Michael Avery, Deputy 
Chief Ron Strand, and 
Lieutenant Kurt Fowler 
were also present.  Dur-
ing the evening, Chief 
Avery took advantage 
of the crowd and fes-
tivities to announce the 
appointment of Ser-
geant Jon Wheeler to 
the position of Acting 
Lieutenant which 

RPD & Youth Advisory Committee Hold an Open House 

Ridgecrest Police Department 
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Special points 

of interest: 

Pictures of the Open 
House on Page 4&5 

Inside this issue: 

Crime Statistics  

Traffic Statistics  

General Investigations  

Overtime   

Volunteer Organizations  

  

  

  

During the month of 
January, very little ac-
tivity took place in the 
Community Oriented 
Policing Districts.  The 
holidays were winding 
down and most people 
were getting into the 
swing of the New Year. 

There was however one 
common theme among 
several COP Districts 

and that was traffic re-
lated complaints, spe-
cifically parking issues.  
Officers worked indi-
vidually in their dis-
tricts and the Traffic 
Unit worked related 
problems as well.  Some 
were abandoned vehi-
cles and expired regis-
trations, while others 
were just overcrowding.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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A thank you from a citizen:  About a week 
ago I had a problem with nuisance calls.  I 
checked with my phone company and was 
told to report to my local police department.  
I made the call to your department and Of-
ficer Tam Do came to my house and helped 
me resolve the problem. (I ordered Called 
ID)   

The following day, I had numbers that I 
called to Officer Do, and although he was 
about to go off duty, he checked them out 

and reported back to me that he had spoken 
to the caller and asked him not to call my 
number again.  So far it has worked!.   

I want to commend Officer Do fro his con-
sideration and compassion.  I’m glad he’s a 
part of our Ridgecrest Police Force. 

Alma Ernst 

You Got Caught—Doing the Right Thing 

On January 24, 2007, 
at approximately 1200 
hrs., Ridgecrest Police 
Officers Atkins and 
Marrone went to 245 
N. Florence St. in an 
attempt to serve a war-
rant of arrest on Ce-
sar MUNIZ-
RAMIREZ (26 
years old).  Upon 
making contact at the 
location, the male sus-
pect, RAMIREZ gave 
the officers a false 
name to avoid arrest. 
When confronted with 
the information, the 
suspect admitted that 
it was he the officers 
were looking for. He 
then became evasive 
and wanted to quickly 
leave the house. Dur-
ing the contact, the of-

ficers saw packaged 
marijuana in plain 
view just inside the 
door. Additionally, Of-
ficer Marrone smelled 
the odor of marijuana 
coming from inside 
the location. 
 
The investigation re-
vealed a concealed 
door and a vent system 
into the room. Inside 
the room was fertil-
izer, pots and other 
items associated with 
marijuana use and cul-
tivation. Upon open-
ing the concealed 
door, the Officers 
found the hidden 
room with 40 Mari-
juana plants in 2-3 
gallon buckets. The 
plants were in various 

stages of growth rang-
ing from 2-4’ tall. 
 
The items were seized, 
transported and 
booked at Ridgecrest 
Police Department. 
The suspect was trans-
ported to the Kern 
County Sheriff’s De-
partment/ Temporary 
holding facility in 
Ridgecrest. 
 

 

Marijuana Bust 



On January 1, 2007 
at approximately 
1543 hrs., Officer’s 
Kristen Lawson, 

Aaron Taylor and An-
thony Agostinacci re-
sponded to the Minit 
Shop after receiving a 
911 call from a con-
cerned citizen, Mr. Bill 
Valentine, who re-
ported seeing a man 
enter the store wear-
ing a mask. The offi-
cers found the suspect 
lying on the floor be-
hind the counter with 
the store clerks hold-
ing him down. Officers 
quickly took the sus-
pect into custody and 
contained the scene. 

The suspect’s weapon 
was located inside the 
store and turned out 
to be a plastic replica 
of a semi-automatic 
handgun. 
 
The investigation re-
vealed that the suspect 
(CRAIG ANTHONY 
CLARK) came into 
the store wearing a 
mask, gloves and dis-
playing a handgun as 
he jumped the counter 
and ordered the clerk 
to give him the money. 
The suspect grabbed 
the clerk by his collar 
and a physical alterca-
tion followed. The 
clerk ended up gaining 

control of the suspect 
and taking him to the 
ground with the help 
of a second clerk who 
was also working at 
the time the attempted 
robbery occurred. 
 
The suspect was trans-
ported and booked at 
CRF on charges of : 
ATTEMPTED ROB-
BERY, BURGLARY, 
and other misde-
meanor charges. He 
was held on 
$500.000. bail. 
 

 

ARMED ROBBERY 

Monthly Report regarding Community Policing  
Through directed patrol tech-
niques, corrections were made. 

A new book has been handed out 
to the supervisors and will be re-
viewed in coming staff meetings.  
The book, “Community Policing, A 

Handbook for Beat Cops and Su-
pervisors” provides positive ideas 
and also identifies the benefits of a 
proper COP Program. 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 



Above, Chief Avery pinning on the badge.  It is also a time hon-

ored tradition to have senior staff place the Lieutenants bars on 

the collars.  Below, Sergeant Brown congratulates newly ap-

pointed Lieutenant Jon Wheeler. 

CONGRATULATIONS JON WHEELER FOR YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TO ACTING LIEUTENANT 

Left::  District Attorney Pat Glennon hanging out in the 

CSU unit.  Below:  Reserve Officers Marty Dorrell and 

Rodney Robbs demonstrate the use of a TASER. 



Visitors were allowed to pick and choose from the  

police trading cards.  These young citizens had a 

hard time making up their minds. 

A visitor gets to see what it’s like to sit in the Office of the Chief of Police. 

Some of the Officers taking the opportunity to show 

their personalities. 

Sergeant Paul Wheeler in charge of the Investigation Unit speaks 

to the younger 

The Explorers were on hand to recruit new members and 

answer questions. 

The Ridgecrest Police Department would like to thank all 

who participated and helped with the Open House.  It was 

a huge success and we are already looking forward to our 

next one.   



Ridgecrest Police Department  
Prepared February 15, 
2007         

Crime for the Last Six Months      

           
Crimes Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Total   
Homicide 1 0 0 0 0 0 1   
Rape 2 1 1 1 1 0 6   
Robbery 1 1 3 0 4 0 9   
Assault 21 31 30 42 29 18 171   
Burglary 14 20 19 27 19 11 110   
Larceny 46 30 32 69 38 31 246   

Auto Theft 4 3 6 5 6 5 29   
Total Part One 
Crimes 88 86 91 144 97 65 571   

Total Incidents 2605 2501 2605 2774 2631 2701 15817   
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The Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Affairs department 

is proud to announce that 

the repairs and upgrades 

to City Facilities are pro-

ceeding nicely, are on 

track and will be finished 

soon.   

The Department Mainte-

nance crew began work on 

the new Softball field at 

LeRoy Jackson Park Sports 

Complex Bringing the total 

number of Softball Fields to 

four, two of which are new 

within the last year.  

The Pinney pool Conces-

sion area construction has 

begun and is moving along 

steadily.  The pool has 

been cleaned and the new 

pool filters are in. Mainte-

nance began filling the 

pool on February 1st so it 

would be ready 

for the BHS Swim 

team which be-

gan practices on 

February 6th. 

The Kerr McGee 

Youth Sports 

Complex im-

provement project has 

come to an end, and what a 

difference!  All new electri-

cal wiring throughout the 

park connects new lighting 

to a new electrical distribu-

tion sub-panel which sits 

next to a brand new Side-

walk. All fields received a 

few new light poles as well 

as security lights throughout 

the park.  All of the up-

grades were a success and 

served a great purpose to a 

park that was in dire need 

of repairs. 

Facility Improvements 

PARKS RECREATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

C I T Y  O F  R I D G E C R E S T  
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KMCC Rental Update 2 

1st Annual Desert 
Winds Tournament 

2 

KMCC Busy 2 

Letter of thanks from 
Kathy Armstrong 

3 

Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Newspaper Snippets 

4 

KMCC Schedules 5-8 

  

Inside this issue: 

New Softball Field going in at Leroy Jackson 

New Sidewalk at KMCC Youth Sports 

Complex 

New parking lot lighting at KMCC 

Youth Sports Complex 

New Electrical Distribution center at KMCC Youth Sports Com-

plex 

New Filters Successfully installed at 

Pinney Pool 

New Concession area takes shape at 

Pinney Pool 
New Transformer at Kerr McGee 

Youth Sports Complex 



ing Basketball, Ping Pong, Badminton, 

Racquetball and Frisbee Golf.  The 

Department is expecting this event to 

be a huge success and a continued 

success for years to come. 

The busiest season for Hall and Meet-

ing room rentals is traditionally during 

the November and December Holiday 

seasons, though you wouldn’t know 

that by looking at our schedule.  

KMCC continues to book large events 

for our Hall and countless small 

classes and events for our meeting 

rooms.  The highpoint of the last 

month would have to be the Mr. IWV 

Fundraiser hosted by the Women’s 

Center of the Indian Wells Valley 

which saw 300+ people in attendence.  

Another large and successful event 

was the St. Anns Dinner and Car Raffle 

fundraiser hosted by St. Anns Catholic 

Church, 500+ 

people at-

tended the 

event. 

day Nights and all day Satur-

day, Basketball season is 

definitely in full swing.  In 

addition to the Gym seeing a 

lot of action with Basketball, 

the fitness room and Racquet-

ball courts are almost never 

empty and the meeting rooms 

The Kerr McGee Center is 

a very busy place this 

time of year.  With the 

Parks and Recreation De-

partments youth Basket-

ball teams having prac-

tice nightly Monday-

Thursday and games Fri-

are always busy with the various 

classes hosted by the Department. 

1st Annual Desert Winds Tournament Planned 

Rentals Continue At KMCC 

KMCC A Very Busy Place  

Youth Basketball on Satur-
days 

The Parks and Recreation Department 

will be holding its First Annual Desert 

Winds Tournament and games March 

24, 2007.  The Tournament will be the 

first of its kind offered by the Depart-

ment. 

The Parks and Recreation Department 

has teamed up with the Over The Hill 

Track Club to offer a 5K Run and Walk 

as the main event for the Tournament.  

In addition to the 5K run, there will 

also be a host of other games includ-

“Keep up the great work and 
programs. The city is 
fortunate to have you and all 
of your staff including Greg, 
Mindy, etc giving the youth 
of Ridgecrest a way to 
positively channel their 
efforts.” -Ronnie Schiller, 
Coach of a PRCA Recreation 
league Youth Basketball Team 

Mr. IWV Fundraiser 
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St. Anns Dinner and Car Raffle Setup 

Saturday Youth 
Basketball 
Games 
 















Transit Unmet Needs Public Hearing Scheduled  
 
The City Council at its February 7th meeting acted to set the Unmet Needs Public Hearing for March 
21, 2007 at 6:30 pm in the council chambers. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive com-
ments related to ‘unmet and reasonable to meet’ transit needs in the City of Ridgecrest and the sur-
rounding county areas services by the Ridgecrest Transit System. Kern COG has defined “unmet 
needs” and “reasonable to meet “in resolution 90-04. The definition is as follows: 
 
Unmet needs: 
 
An unmet need exists if an individual or any age or physical condition is unable to transport him or 
herself due to deficiencies in the existing transportation system. Excluded are (1) those request for 
minor operational improvements, and (2) those improvements funded and scheduled for implemen-
tation in the following fiscal year. 
 
Reasonable to meet: 
 
• Operational feasibility. The requested improvement must be safe to operate and there must be 

adequate roadways for transit vehicles. 
• Duplication of Service. The proposed services shall not duplicate other transit services. 
• Timing. The proposed service shall be in response to an existing, rather than a future need. 
• Service must meet the legally required farebox ration (PUC Sections 99288.2, 99288.5 and CAC 

Sections 8833.2, 8833.5 with fares of similar service. 
 
The Transportation Development Act of 1971 (TDA), as amended provides for the disbursement of 
funds from the Local Transportation Fund for various eligible transportation uses.  The funds are dis-
tributed by the Kern Council of Governments (KCOG), in its capacity as the Regional Transportation 
Planning Agency. An eligible claimant wishing to receive TDA funding through KCOG must conduct 
an annual review of the transit needs of the individuals and groups in the community. This hearing 
serves to provide information pertinent to this review. It is open to the public for receiving written and 
oral comments regarding any “unmet transit needs” and for determination whether these are 
“reasonable to meet”.  The documentation of the Public Hearing will be forwarded to KCOG. All inter-
ested persons are invited to attend and present testimony. 
 

 
Advancing the Choice Expo 
 
A conference on alternative fuels, advanced technologies, and future regu-
lations was attended by the City’s Grants coordinator, Ann Taylor. This 
conference was sponsored by Western Riverside County Clean Cities 
Coalition.  The breakout session topics included: 
 

  *Alternative fuels and technologies 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

Public Works  

FEBRUARY 2007  
MONTHLY REPORT  

Dennis Speer 
Public Works Director 

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

 
               Telephone 449-5080  -  Fax 499-1580 



CITY ENGINEER REPORT 
 
Private Sector Projects 
The demand for inspection and plan checking is still increasing primarily in the commercial and resi-
dential sectors. There are currently about 38 new residential subdivisions being processed with a 
total of more than 3200 new lots. In addition to these there are about 1500 lots in the Ridgecrest 
Heights area that are vacant and buildable. Actual development has however slowed in anticipation 
of the outcome of the BRAC process and the air corridor issue.  
 
Street Projects 
The construction of Mahan, Reeves and Graaf projects are complete. Work has commenced on the 
Upjohn, Wilson, Church (all from Sunset to Norma) and Sunset from Upjohn to Wilson projects.  
 
Traffic Signals 
Authorization to install video camera based traffic detectors at all seven of the traffic signals main-
tained by the City of Ridgecrest was granted by the City Council. Contract documents are in the 
process of being prepared.  
 
City Hall Re-Roofing 
The re-roofing of City Hall has been inspected and accepted by the supplier WeatherWeld. A twenty 
year warranty for the work is in the process of being prepared by the contractor – Coast Roof Com-
pany Incorporated. 

WASTEWATER REPORT 
 
The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated within design and compliance directives issued under Board 
Order No. 6-00-56. The treatment facility operated with no discharge violations or abnormal condi-
tions.  
 
The semi annual water quality analyses for the constituents specified in the city’s discharge permits 
for pond #3 were completed and forwarded to the CA Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Re-
gion.. 
 
The department inspected and passed seven new connections to the sanitary sewage system. 
 
The reclamation department reclaimed 2.3 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fodder 
crop irrigation. 

  *Regulations, policies and upcoming programs 
  *Advanced technologies and retrofit/repower technologies 
  *Clean, green, and sustainable success stories 

 
The keynote luncheon speaker was V. John White. He is the executive director of the Center for En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies. he is an advocate for alternative sustainable energy at 
state and regional levels. 
 
Event exhibitors showcased a wide variety of vehicles, products and services all related to alterna-
tive fuel, advanced technology, retrofit, and repower industries. 
 



CITY OF RIDGECREST 

Community Services  

JANUARY 2007 
MONTHLY REPORT  

January was the beginning of a new year and planning cycle for 
the City of Ridgecrest.  The City Planner, Matthew Alexander and 
staff  have undertaken several projects and planning documents 
that can shape the direction, development, and image of the com-
munity.  
 
The Mayor, Chip Holloway, is interested in branding the City. One 
options would be to change the City’s slogan, Ridgecrest the 
Place to Be, to Ridgecrest, Where Life is Good and the People are 
Better. Ideas and suggestions are welcome to help in this en-
deavor. 
 
The City of Ridgecrest has emerged as a Regional Center for East 
Kern and the Eastern & Southern Sierra’s sub-regions. It is de-
scribed as an ideal place to start a Business; Relocate, Recreate, 
or Retire.  A city filled with renewed  vitality,  where  people, retail, 
manufacturing, medical resources, innovation, research & devel-
opment, and the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake converge 
to create an eastern Sierra High Desert regional center.   Political  
astute, human in scale and a use friendly city. Ridgecrest is  Posi-
tioned, Prepared, and Poised for the 21st Century and  future 
growth.  
 
Under consideration and development are:  
 
•  AICUZ - NAWS; Air Installation Compatible Use Zones  
•  JLUS - OPR & Kern Co.;  California Joint Land Use Study  
•  General Plan Update - City -County Partnership,  2002-2027   
•  Kern County IWV  Specific Plan  - Kern County  
•  Kern Regional Blueprint  Visioning Project - KernCOG-City 
•  Growth Management Plan - OEA ,County-City partnership 

grant  
 

 January  Meetings  
Jan. 03 - TTAC—KernCOG - 
 Bakersfield   
Jan. 04 - USNMA—Museum 
 Foundation Mtg. 
Jan. 05 - Globe Protect Mtg.   
Jan. 08 - JLUS Technical Comm. 
 Teleconference  
Jan. 09-  Vice Mayor CSD Mtg.  
Jan. 10 - CACI Mgt.   
Jan. 10 - NAWS Tour  
Jan. 11 - Gen. Plan Mtg. 
Jan. 22 - Wal-Mart Mtg.  
Jan. 23 - State of the County 
 Breakfast - Bakersfield   
Jan. 23 - RRA 5 yr Plan Mtg.  
Jan. 23 - LAFCO - Bakersfield 
Jan. 25 - Grand Jury Mtg.  
Jan. 26 - Lunch Meeting – DMD 
 League of CA Cities  
Jan. 30 - EKern CSU—Cal City  
Additional regular meetings in 
support of various activities and 
on going projects of interest to the  
department and city were attended.  

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

 
               Telephone 449-5060 -  Fax 499-1580 

James McRea 
Public Services Director  
Gary Parsons 
Economic Development Manager  
Matthew Alexander, AICP 
City Planner  
Bob Smith 
Code Enforcement Officer   



Key Locations for January Opened Cases: 
Lilac Square, Willow at Downs, 1200 Blk Tamarisk, 400 Blk Reeves, 300 Blk. N. Gold Canyon, 400 
Blk. E. Ridgecrest Blvd., 300 Blk. N. Warner, 100 Blk S. Silver Ridge, 100 Blk California (3 Cases), 
Boulder Point Trailer Park, 400 Blk. W. Wilson, 1100 Blk Shelby Ct., 1500 Blk S. Yorktown, Rich-
ard at Sunland, 800 W. Perdew, 700 Blk. W. Atkins, 200 Blk. E Ridgecrest Blvd., 300 Blk E. Ridge-
crest Blvd., 400 Blk, Graaf St., Norma at Graaf St., 600 Blk W. Ward, 600 Blk N. China Lake Blvd., 
 
Synopsis: 
 
Code Enforcement Reminders 
 
The Code Enforcement Office (CEO) in the City of Ridgecrest is more than happy to take your 
calls of complaint. In the past few weeks several calls have been received either by voice mail or 
asked for by the complainant to be anonymous. The CEO does not accept anonymous calls. State 
law requires reporting party information be obtained for the purposes of recontact by the agency, 
lawyers and the specific judge that orders the name to be released if the case goes to trial. 
The CEO WILL keep your names, addresses and telephone numbers “Confidential” if requested, 
but the name MUST be released if so ordered by a Judge. 
 
Also, 
Now is the perfect time to trim trees. Many large vehicles pass through the streets of Ridgecrest 
and become damaged if trees hang over the streets too low. All trees should be cut back to 18 feet 
above the street and 8 feet above all public right of ways, ie: Sidewalks. 
 

On a lighter note: 
Don’t forget to pick up ALL of your signs you 

place after your garage sales and special 
events. Thanks! 
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