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 Edison International, the owner of California’s second-largest utility, 
reported that second-quarter profits fell 47%.  

 “Nowadays, there are numerous signposts indicating that inflation 
in the United States is getting out of control. The US M3 money supply is 
14% higher than a year ago, its fastest growth rate in 35-years, the US 
Dollar Index is plunging to 15-year lows, gold is surging toward $725 /oz, a 
28-year high, crude oil is cruising above $80 /barrel, wheat prices have 
doubled to $8.75 /bushel, an all-time high, and the Baltic Dry Freight Index 
has zoomed 300% higher to stratospheric levels.”  Global Money Trends 

 A Kern County Fire Department representative has joined semi-
monthly City Staff Meetings. 

 City-County teleconference to discuss the possible formation of a 
regional Enterprise Zone.   

 Council Meetings 

 News media briefings, and KZIQ radio commentaries. 

 Labor negotiations; UFCW. 

 Labor negotiations; PEAR. 

 Ethics and Sexual Harassment Training. 

 Personnel hearing. 

 Staff Wal-Mart and Gateway Project Discussion Group meetings. 

 Meeting: Energy and Building Issues. 

 Assemblyman Bill Maze. 

 IWV Water District General Manager Tom Mulvihill. 



kersfield, charged with 
sales of marijuana. 

On August 31, 2007, 
Ridgecrest Police De-
tectives Rick Smith and 
Kristen Lawson con-
ducted a “Shoulder 
Tap” operation at local 
convenience stores.  
The purpose of this op-
eration is to identify 
and prosecute adult pa-
trons who supply alco-
holic beverages to mi-
nors in our community.  
During this operation, 
two minors approached 
the decoy and offered 

to sell the decoy mari-
juana.  The two minors 
left and returned with 
marijuana which they 
sold to the decoy in 
front of Detectives 
Smith and Lawson.  
The minors were ar-
rested and transported 
to Juvenile Hall in Ba-

ABC Shoulder Tap Operation 
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Special points 

of interest: 

Check out the  

pictures of Dirty 

Job host  

Mike Rowe 

 

Inside this issue: 

  

  

General Investigations  

Overtime   

Animal Control  

Reserve Stats  

  

  

During the month of 

August, Officers of the 

Ridgecrest Police De-

partment made approxi-

mately fifteen positive 

citizen contacts related 

to our Community Ori-

ented Policing philoso-

phy.  Many of the con-

cerns voiced by these 

citizens were related to 

the summer months and 

concerns of vandalism 

and juvenile problems.   

A “Zero Tolerance for 

Curfew 

Violations” 

policy by 

our patrol 

officers 

curtailed much of the 

summer vandalism and 

loud party calls we nor-

mally receive this time 

of year.    

One new Neighborhood 
watch program was ini-
tiated during this month 

Community Oriented Policing  



Page 2 

RPD monthly report 

On 8-28-07, Ridgecrest Po-
lice Detectives Rick Smith 
and Kristen Lawson arrested 
Brandon Medlin, age 30 year 
old Ridgecrest resident for 
possession of stolen property 
and residential burglary.  
Medlin was contacted and 
found to be in possession of 
property stolen from an eld-
erly female victim whose 
residence is on La Paloma 
St. in the City of Ridgecrest.  

The value of the stolen prop-
erty recovered by Smith and 
Lawson was approximately 
$19,750.00.  Medlin was 
booked at Kern County Jail/ 
Ridgecrest substation and 
held on $145,000.00 bail. 

Burglary Solved 

Staff from the Ridgecrest Police Department had the op-

portunity to meet and take photos with Dirty Job host 

Mike Rowe.  Mr. Rowe was in the area doing a commer-

cial and was kind enough to pose for a few pictures. 

Upper left:  Officer Ryan Marrone,  Above: Officer 

McKay Lauritzen, and Right:  Police Trainee Bill Groves.   



Ridgecrest Police Department 
Prepared September 14, 2007       

Crime for the Last Six Months     

         
Crimes Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Total 
Homicide 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Rape 1 7 3 0 1 1 13 
Robbery 2 0 6 0 3 1 12 
Assault 36 30 33 30 55 34 218 
Burglary 28 17 21 29 12 10 117 
Larceny 43 37 36 35 19 36 206 
Auto Theft 2 6 1 3 5 5 22 
Total Part One Crimes 112 97 100 97 96 87 589 
Total Incidents 2864 2541 2652 2895 2772 2826 16550 
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On Saturday September 8th the City of 
Ridgecrest Parks and Recreation 
Department hosted a Community 
Appreciation Day.  There was free 
swimming and free fountain drinks at 
the Pinney Pool from 5-9pm but the 
main event of the day was the Free 
Shakespearian play, Romeo and Juliet 
at 7:30pm which was performed by 
the INDEPENDant Players of Encino 
California and presented by the City of 
Ridgecrest Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Affairs Department and the 

Ridgecrest Arts Council.  Over 150 
people came to the Kerr McGee Center 
to watch the play on Saturday.  In 
addition to the Saturday show, the 
troupe also performed Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar on Sunday, admission 
was also free.  The Parks and Recrea-
tion Department would like to thank 
The INDEPENDant Players and every-
one who attended for making Saturday 
and Sundays events a Success.  

Special points of interest: 

∗ Shakespeare In The House 
& Community Appreciation 
Day 

∗ Comedy Night at the Kerr 
McGee Center 

∗ Soccer Season Begins 

∗ Healing Field 

∗ Softball Season Comes To 
And End 

 

Shakespeare In The House 

Romeo and Juliet pose for a 
picture at the end of Saturdays 
performance. 

City of Ridgecrest 

Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs 

August - September 2007 

Monthly Report  

Cast of Romeo and Juliet, The INDEPENDant Players with guest performer Bethany Ponek 



On Friday August 31, 2007 the Kerr 
McGee Center was host to some big 
names in stand-up Comedy.  Headlin-
ing the Event was Jimmie “JJ” Walker 
from the popular 1970’s sitcom, Good 
Times. In addition to Walker, two other 
well known comics, Julie McCullough 
and “Dante” rounded out the event. 

The Parks and Recreation Departments Sum-
mer Fast Pitch Softball league began on June 
27th with 5 teams,  the Kicken Chickens, Car-
dinal Plumbing Flushers, JCF Outlaws, Cock-
Tails and Hire’s Hammers.  Each team played 
one game per week with the season culminat-
ing in a Championship game between the 
undefeated Kicken Chickens and the Cardinal 
Plumbing Flushers.  It was an exciting game 
that used every minute of the 2 hour league 
game time limit to see the Cardinal Plumbing 
Flushers come out on top of the Kicken Chick-
ens 12-5 after 6 innings.  

The Parks and Recreation Department would 
like the thank The Tosti’s, the umpires and 
officials, team Sponsors, and all participants 
for making this league possible. 

Softball Season Ends 

through October 27th.  This years 
program is another success with over 
400 youth signed up spread over 34 
teams in 5 age divisions. 

Fall Soccer Season Begins  
It’s Soccer Season again at the Ridge-
crest Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.  

The eight week Fall Soccer league 
began with the first practice on Mon-
day September 3rd and will run 

Comedy Night Comes to KMCC 
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“Dante” performs during Comedy Night at the Kerr McGee Center 

Men’s Fast Pitch Second Place the Kicken Chickens Men’s Fast Pitch Champions the Cardinal Plumbing Flushers 

Mondays     8:00p-9:30p 
Saturdays    9:00a-3:00p 

Fridays       6:00p-8:30p 
Saturdays   9:00a-3:00p 



   Although the hot sunny 
days continue, we see that 
with the end of summer vaca-
tion also brings an end to the 
pool season. Most of our life-
guards work long hours in the 
summer to be “work free” 
during the school year, and 
most of our patrons (youths) 
are now going back to school 
in the middle of August. 
 
   Fun games and activities 
held at the pool this year, 
along with our new conces-
sion stand, and a dedicated 
staff of professional life-
guards and water safety in-
structors has made this year 
outstanding. Many improve-

ments on the pool and facility 
are in the works for next year, 
along with a new pool sched-
ule! 
 
   Many groups, activities and 
events are held at the pool 
each year; Burroughs High 
School Swim Team uses the 
pool regularly for practice and 
meets, High Desert Swim 
Team, Swim Lessons, Life-
guard and Water Safety In-
structor Training, Parent & 
Child Classes, Water Aero-
bics, Private & Semi-Private 
Swim Lessons, Lap Swim, 
(many of our local firefighters 
enjoy lap swim) Kern Swim 
Council Swim Meets, Diving 

Pool Season Comes To An End 
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Camp and many more. 
The pool is important 
to a community that 
greatly appreciates the 
ability to cool off from 
the extreme heat living 
in the California de-
serts can bring. Pinney 
Pool recently was able 
to give thanks back 
with a “Community 
Appreciation Night” at the 
Pool on Saturday, September 
8th. All admission was free; 
there was free soda from our 
soda fountain, free popsicles 
and prizes. 

























Traffic Control Policies and Procedures 
 

SPEED ZONES 
 
 The two most requested traffic controls throughout the country are stop signs and speed lim-
its. California is no exception. This TIP takes a look at speed zone requests. 

 
 

 SPEED ZONES: “HOW DO I GET ONE INSTALLED?” 
 
 
 The California Vehicle Code (CVC) is very specific and clear when it comes to speed limits. 
City and County officials are given the authority to either lower the 55 mph maximum speed limit or 
raise the 25mph business and residential speed limit if certain conditions are met and if prescribed 
procedures are followed. 
 
 The CVC requires local authorities to base speed limits on Engineering and Traffic Studies 
and not on arbitrary decisions. These studies are based on the fundamental assumption that most 
drivers are reasonable, law abiding citizens with a few (about 15%) driving too fast. The studies also 
consider speed related collisions and roadway conditions that may not be apparent to the driver. 
The speed that the “fast 15%” exceeds is called the critical speed. In California, the speed limit 
should be set at the first 5 mph increment below the critical speed. For example, if the “fast 15%” 
are driving faster than 48 mph, then the speed limit should be established at 45 mph. In situations 
where roadside conditions may present surprises to motorists, the speed limit can be lowered an 
additional 5 mph. In our example, such conditions might justify a zone of 40 mph. 

 
 Now back to the original question…”What does it take to get a speed 
 zone installed?” After receiving a request for a speed zone, the local 
 agency completes the required Engineering and Traffic Study. The study 
 includes:  
 

• A review of all speed related collisions for a three year period. 
• The measurement of existing speeds with a radar meter, using an un
 marked vehicle. 
• Calculating the critical speed (also called the 85th percentile speed). 
• A survey of the roadway and roadside conditions. 

 
If the Agency agrees that speed zone is justified, a 
recommendation is presented to the City Council.  
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City Engineer 
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ZONE 

AHEAD 

RADAR 
ENFORCED 



Should the Council approve the zone, signs are posted and enforcement can begin. Where local 
speed limits are to be enforced by radar or other electronic devices (such as laser meters), the stud-
ies must be no more than five years old. 
 
Sometimes we hear, “You should have posted it lower. It would be safer.” Actually, research indi-
cates just the opposite. Nearby residents are given a false sense of security because an unreasona-
bly low speed limit makes almost every driver a violator and is considered a “speed trap” in Califor-
nia. Therefore, the courts will not hear such cases and as a result, law enforcement agencies will not 
issue citations and speeds are unaffected. 

 
 A special note about maximum speed limits: UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE, THE 
 MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS ARE:  
 2-Lane roads – 55 mph.  
 Multilane roads – 65 mp 
 Certain freeways – 70 mph  
   In any case, adjust your speed to current conditions. 

Wastewater Report 
 

The City of Ridgecrest Consolidated Treatment Facility operated for the month of August with no 
operational or unusual maintenance problems. 

The department as routine maintenance hydro flushed 4,000 ft of main line collection system. 

The reclamation department reclaimed 12.2 million gallons of secondary effluent for use as fod-
der crop irrigation. 

The department inspected and passed ten new connections to the collection system. 

The department overhauled the primary piston pump, and continued the pond levee maintenance 
project. 

            The department inspected and passed five new connections to the collection system. 

Engineering 
 
Private Sector Projects 
Residential construction has came to almost a complete halt due to the national credit mess. Com-
mercial and multi-family projects however increased. 
 
Street Projects 
Aside from normal street maintenance we have no active street projects under construction. It is 
planned to apply several miles of  Topein-C to street pavement. 
 
Traffic Signals 
The video cameras have been installed at all seven traffic signals operated by the City and are now 
operational. There have not been any complaints received. 

MAXIMUM 
SPEED 

55 
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