
We are all inventors, each sailing out on a voyage of discovery, 

guided each by a private chart, of which there is no duplicate.  

The world is all gates, all opportunities. 

        -Ralph Waldo Emerson 



The Healing Field spon-

sored by the Ridgecrest 

Exchange Club was once 

again breath taking.  Lo-

cated in our Freedom 

Park, the field of flags 

was a beautiful site which 

g a v e  y o u  g o o s e 

bumps.  Also compliment-

ing the flags was the 

fountain and memorial 

plaques in the Veterans 

Memorial.  We have been 

informed the Exchange 

Club will be displaying 

flags once again next 

year. 
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The finished memorial plaque at 
Freedom Park 

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  
O F  I N T E R E S T :  

• New Plaque at Free-
dom Park 

• New Scoreboards 

• Adopt a Roadway 

• Healing Field Pictures 

• Director’s Scoop Randy Brown cuts and places 

the black granite tiles on the 

plaque monument base. 

Freedom Park 



Currently the Parks and Recreation De-

partment is in the process of installing 

brand new electronic scoreboards in the 

Kerr McGee Center gym.  Our previous 

scoreboards have had electronic prob-

lems over the past couple of years which 

caused them to intermittently flicker and 

on occasion go blank.  After researching 

the option of repairing the former score-

boards it was found that they were so 

outdated that parts were not available 

anymore. 

We purchased new LED scoreboards that 

have the latest technology.  They are 3 feet 

by 8 feet with an emerald green power 

coated finish.  The maintenance staff took 

on the precarious task of mounting the 150 

pound devices in unobstructed locations 

more conducive to comfortable viewing by 

the fans, officials and players.  Our electri-

cian is presently working on wiring the score-

boards and we expect to have them up and 

running for the upcoming ICS volleyball sea-

son. 

We will also be offering space on both score-

boards for local organizations, establishment, 

and other sports minded individuals to adver-

tise.  We are confident that the 4 advertising 

spots, which will be 2 feet by 3 feet, are going 

to be rime real estate for those who want 

thousands of our local residents to view their 

organizations and be reminded that these 

establishments support Ridgecrest youth 

activities. 
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assortment of debris. While 
this is a volunteer effort there 
was still an implied advertis-
ing benefit for that volunteer 
who agreed to maintain a 
section of roadway. 
 

Jim Ponek was approached 
by David Jester who is a vol-
unteer that wanted to revive 
the program. David has been 
cleaning various areas 
around the city and sees the 
value of having sponsors for 
areas he personally has not 
been able to maintain. David 
agreed to help facilitate a 
new effort if the Parks, Rec-
reation, and Cultural Affairs 
Department oversaw the 
processing of applicants. We 
are currently taking the regis-
tration, insuring implementa-
tion, producing organization 
signage, and providing road 
safety equipment. 

Thus far we have a handful of 
sponsoring organizations with 
a wide variety of areas that 
still need to be adopted. As 
well we have some signs of 
prior entities standing in ar-
eas that are not actually 
sponsored or registered for 
those organizations that will 
have to be removed in order 
that legitimate sponsors can 
acquire those areas. 
 

We presently have 21 sec-
tions of roadway that need 
sponsors, and of this date we 
have four paid sponsorships 
for those areas. Administrat-
ing and facilitating the pro-
gram is not an easy task. This 
responsibility requires super-
vision and monitoring to in-
sure maintenance work is 
being done and safety regula-
tions are being followed. 
Through the combines efforts 

The Parks, Recreation, and 
Cultural Affairs Department 
has re-introduced the Adopt A 
Roadway program. This pro-
gram is known nationally for 
its success in providing for 
the cleanup of litter from 
national highways, rural road-
ways, and community streets. 
 

Although the City of Ridge-
crest had such an effort pre-
viously it was being misused 
by those who sought to ad-
vertise along those areas and 
in return would maintain said 
areas. While some of the 
organizations abided by their 
pledge of support, many 
would turn a blind eye away 
from their responsibility to 
clean up their areas once 
their advertising was in place. 
Eventually, overtime, and 
currently many of our streets 
are lined with litter and an 
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The new scoreboards, like the one pictured here on the right were mounted in locations 

more conducive to easy viewing by players, spectators and officials. 

of our volunteers and city 
staff we are dedicated to be 
the conduit for a successful 
beautification of our city thor-
oughfares and streets. 
 

Typically the costs are a fol-
lows: $200 dollar fee for the 
initial registration which in-
cludes the signage with or-
ganizational logo and contact 
information  applied, mount-
ing of the sign posts in the 
median, and the first year 
fees. After the first year a 
$75 dollar fee will be col-
lected yearly thereafter. Con-
tact Greg Clark at the Parks, 
Recreation, and Cultural Af-
fairs Department for costs, 
registration, and equipment 
issues. 



H E A L I N G  F I E L D  A T  F R E E D O M  P A R K  P I C T U R E S  B Y  J A C O B  W I N E G A R D N E R  
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To honor those who have fought to protect our country’s freedom, and the lives lost in the September 11 terrorist attack, the Ridgecrest Ex-

change Club placed 750 US flags in Freedom Park over the weekend of September 9th-11th. 



Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs 

Department 

100 W. California Ave. 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

 

Phone: 760-499-5151 

Fax: 760-499-1571 

C I T Y  O F  R I D G E C R E S T  

The Summer is offi-
cially over and I want 
to thank my entire 
staff for another won-
derful and fantastic 
S u m m e r .    
Just wait until you see 
the winter/spring 
schedule…  It is going 
t o  B l o w  y o u 
away…   We got all 
kinds of new activities 
for Winter.   

That’s the scoop…   

As an advisor for the 
Youth Advisory Com-
mittee, I was able to 
attend the League of 
C a l i f o r n i a  C i t -
ies.  Along with the 
Chief of Police, his 
secretary, six youth, 
the Mayor and all four 
City Councilman the 
City of Ridgecrest re-
ceived a Helen Put-
nam award.  I was 
honored to be part of 
the event and am very 
proud of our youth in 
our community. 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  S C O O P  B Y  J I M  P O N E K  

K M C C ,  T H E  P L A C E  T O  B E !  

Were on the Web! 

www.ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 
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