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 Burger King is planning more than 400 new units globally, a net of 
250 after closures, 1,050 of which will open in North America.  That 
number is up from the 42 net new openings Burger King had in the last 
year.  The chain now has nearly 9,900 units around the world, two-thirds 
of which are in North America. 

 Labor negotiations. 

 Fire services negotiations. 

 Meeting with RRA auditor. 

 Council briefings. 

 Meetings with potential industrial developers. 

 Council meetings, Council Committees, Staff meetings. 

 News media briefings, prepare and record radio commentaries. 

 Military-Civilian Affairs Committee. 

 Semi-monthly meetings with IWV Water District. 

 City-County Planning Partnership meeting. 

 Ridgecrest Hospital-City Partnership meeting (Drummond Medical 
Center business review. 

 Periodic meeting with Cal-Trans representatives. 



a big smile on the faces 
of everyone who was 
involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(See pictures on page 2) 

On October 14, 2006, 
the Ridgecrest Animal 
Shelter participated in 
the fall parade.  A spe-
cial “thanks” to 
George and Judy Pom-
merenke and Lisa Ro-
land, who offered their 
help with decorating 
the float and allowed 
the Shelter to use their 
pick-up to drive the 
float.  We had members 
from the IWV Humane 
Society join us, and we 
took several shelter 
dogs. Sticking with the 
theme, we dressed the 

animals up in western 
gear.  The male dogs 
wore cowboy hats and 
gun belts and the fe-
male dogs wore feather 
boas.   The dogs en-
joyed getting out and 
the community mem-
bers were more than 
supportive and amused 
by the four legged west-
ern gang.      

We thought the expo-
sure would be great for 
the shelter and its resi-
dents.  Never did we 
expect to win 3rd place, 
but we did and that put 

Shelter Floats Receives 3rd Place in Parade 
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Special points 

of interest: 

Officer Lawson in 
the Community Po-
licing Report 

Inside this issue: 

Crime Stats  

Traffic Stats  

General Investigations  

Overtime   

Volunteer Organizations  

911 Calls  

  

  

During the month of Oc-
tober, 2006, Officers of 
the Ridgecrest Police De-
partment initiated at least 
twenty new Community 
Oriented Policing contacts 
in their assigned dis-
tricts.  Some of the issues 
identified by the officers 
as problems were poor 
lighting (streetlights) and 
traffic problems in the 
area of Faller 
School.  New graffiti was 

located in another area of 
Ridgecrest and removed 
by PACT. 

During this same month, 
Officer Kristen Lawson 
contacted an elderly fe-
male resident who was a 
victim of vandalism.  Un-
known suspects had 
knocked her mailbox over 
and pulled it out of the 
ground.  Officer Lawson 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Monthly Report regarding Community Policing  
learned that the victim had no family 
in the area and that she was physically 
unable to do it on her own.  In the true 
spirit of Community Oriented Polic-
ing, Officer Lawson went to the vic-
tim’s residence on her day off to repair 
the mailbox for the elderly female. 
Sergeant Jon Wheeler, also on his own 
time, accompanied Officer Lawson to 
the residence.   

While Officer Lawson and Sergeant 
Wheeler were working on the mailbox, 
two other Ridgecrest residents, Mr. 
Tom Lara and Mr. Mark Ball stopped 
and asked if they could assist in the 
repairs.  This turned out to be a big 
event with a positive impact for the 

Ridgecrest Police Departments’ Com-
munity Policing project.  It is with 
great admiration that I commend   
Officer Lawson, Sergeant Jon 
Wheeler, Mr. Lara and Mr. Ball, for 
showing us what “community” is all 
about. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

From October 12th 

through the 15th, 
Ridgecrest Police Offi-
cers  along with  
PACT Volunteers 
worked together at the 
Desert Empire Fair 
and also at the Pa-
rade.  The Depart-
ment  had fourteen 
citizen volunteers as-
sisting Officers to in-
sure the safety of pa-
trons at the fair-

grounds and during 
the parade. The total 
hours given by our vol-
unteers on these days 
came to fifty-six hours. 

The Police Depart-
ment and the commu-
nity are very fortunate 
to have such dedi-
cated and passionate 
volunteers willing to 
help during such 
events.  

I wish to commend our 
volunteers for their 
continual support of 
our community.  

 

 

DESERT EMPIRE FAIR 

 

 

“THANK YOU TO OUR 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 

THEIR CONTINUAL 

DEDICATION AND SUP-
PORT OF OUR COMMU-

NITY” 





         
Prepared November 15, 2006        

Crime for the Last Six Months     
         
Crimes May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Total  
Homicide 0 0 0 1 0 0 1  
Rape 4 4 1 2 1 1 13  
Robbery 0 2 4 1 1 3 11  
Assault 22 21 25 21 31 30 150  
Burglary 16 20 29 14 20 19 118  
Larceny 45 39 60 46 30 32 252  
Auto Theft 2 6 1 4 3 6 22  
Total Part One 
Crimes 89 92 120 88 86 91 566  
Total Incidents 2719 2419 2636 2605 2501 2605 15485  
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of a full contact sport.  Our flag 

football league was just the 

thing that many of them were 

looking for. 

Next year we are hoping to in-

crease the number of partici-

pants to 300.  Being a new 

program it will take a few years 

to build up participant num-

bers, but we feel that once the 

word gets out through the com-

munity the program will ex-

plode. 

October 30th marked the open-

ing day of our brand new youth 

flag football program.  During 

the week the 16 teams met for 

their first practice, and on Sat-

urday November 4th, the first 

games were held. 

As a department we were very 

surprised as the turnout for this 

program.  In the beginning we 

had hoped to have between 50 

and 90 youth sign up.  When 

registration ended, however, we 

had doubled that amount, with 

a total of 150 kids participat-

ing,.  We had to scramble in 

order to find more coaches!! 

Many parents expressed their 

excitement and were very 

thankful that the City put to-

gether a program like this.  

Parents throughout the commu-

nity told us that they wanted 

their children to be able to  play 

football and enjoy it, but not 

have to worry about the danger 
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M O N T H L Y  R E P O R T  

O C T O B E R — N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 6  

P A R K S ,  R E C R E A T I O N  A N D  
C U L T U R A L  A F F A I R S  
D E P A R T M E N T  

Back Row L-R: Jacob Winegardner, Lamarr Iva, Pam Pearson, Jim Ponek, Mindy Beck, Rick Bowen, Greg Clark, Randy Brown, Jim Kirwin 

Front Row L-R: Paul Maschhoff, Chuck Hinson, Jeff Donnally, Harvey Royal, Andy Duff, Lane Ritchie 
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James McRea 
Deputy City Manager  

Joe Pollock 
City Engineer 

October Meetings 
Oct. 02 - CSTI Earthquake 
 Course and Certification 
 San  Luis Obispo, 02-06 
Oct. 09 - Zipper Demonstration 
 Reeves Ave.  
Oct. 11– Transit Operators Mtg. 
 KernCOG,  Bakersfield 
Oct. 16 - OPR, JLUS  
 Advisory Comm. Mtg.    
Oct. 17 - OPR, JLUS   
 Technical Comm. Mtg.    
Oct. 17 - US Air force Golden 
 West Band Concert    
Oct. 20 - BRAC, IG Conference  
Oct. 20 - RWF Luncheon 
Oct. 23 - Planning Dir. Blueprint 
 Forum, KernCOG 
Oct. 23 - Supervisor Barbara 
 Patrick Mtg.  
Oct. 24 - General Plan Mtg.   
Oct. 25 - IWV 2000 Revisioning 
 Mtg.  
Oct. 25 - General Plan Joint Mtg.  
Oct. 27 -  Cal Trans Transit  
Oct. 27 -  Kern County Roads  
Oct. 30 -  State of the State . 
 Milken Institute, Bev. Hills  

CITY OF RIDGECREST 

 
               Telephone 449-5080  -  Fax 499-1580 

     The Highway 178 Corridor Tourism Expo 
   October 27-29, 2006 
The October 27-29 Highway 178 Corridor Tourism EXPO was at 
the KMCC, in Ridgecrest, California.  Attendance was a little over 
200.  The  event did  not reach our  primary  audience,  but those 

i n  a t t e n d a n c e  w e r e 
pleased. The travel profes-
sionals element was some-
what successful with one 
travel writer and eight agents 
in attendance.  Next year’s 
event is tentatively schedule 
for Bakersfield, followed by 
the Kern River Valley in 2008 
and back to Ridgecrest in ’09. 

  

Welcome 
Highway 178 Corridor Travel Expo 

Kerr McGee Community Center  
100 West California Avenue  
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
Including the 125 mile California State Highway 178 
through California’s Kern County  
 
October 27-29, 2006  

California Specialized Training Institute  CSTI 
Earthquake Course 
A one week training course on Earthquake preparedness and the 
principals of Emergency Management, SEMS & ESF’s held at 
Camp Roberts, CSTI of OES , State of California. Course included 
a desktop and actual EOC Activation for a 7.1 magnitude earth-
quake at 11:15 am approximately 8 mi. N/E of the central coast 
virtual City of Santa Luisa Del Mar.  A course certificate was is-
sued upon completion of the training.   Course Manager was Mr. 
Joe Costello with additional CSTI staff.   



CITY ENGINEER REPORT 
 
Waste Water Headworks and Digester Cleaning 
This project is essentially complete. The final item is installation of the heat exchanger on the di-
gester which should be delivered in the next month.  
 
Private Sector Projects 
The demand for inspection and plan checking is still increasing primarily in the commercial and 
residential sectors. There are currently about 38 new residential subdivisions being processed with 
a total of more than 3200 new lots. In addition to these there are about 1500 lots in the Ridgecrest 
Heights area that are vacant and buildable.  
 
Street Projects 
Work on the Mahan, Graaf and Reeves projects is on schedule, with Mahan about 90% complete 
and the project overall should be completed in mid December.   
 
 
WASTEWATER REPORT 
 
The City of Ridgecrest WWTF operated 
within design and compliance directives 
issued under Board Order No. 6-00-56. 
The treatment facility operated with no 
discharge violations for the month of 
October. 
 
The department inspected and passed 
18 new connections to the sanitary 
sewer system. 
 
The reclamation department reclaimed 
4 million gallons of secondary effluent 
for use as fodder crop irrigation. 
 
The department hydro flushed 3,000 ft of main line sewer as preventative maintenance 
 
 
BUILDING REPORT 
 
A total of 61 permits were issued in October. Of the permits issued in October,  nine were for Sin-
gle Family Residences. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month was one of work on the Wal-Mart EIR 
and the Rite-Aid project as the community awaits 
the Base Business Plan, most developers are also 

on hold as well. Projects in construction are the Taco Bell and the new five 
store retail building at Bowman and China Lake. Searles Lake Federal 
Credit Union and two new developments 
are now being planned for China Lake 
which will become public by the first of the 

year providing more retail space the community.  
  
A new 24,000 sq. ft. office building will soon be under construction with yet more 
space being developed in the near future both in and out of the business park to 
total over 50,000 sq. ft. 
  
  

Despite the new retail space being developed, the purchase 
of Sierra Vista Mall by Sierra Sands Unified School District, 
we will see a further reduction in vacant retail space in the 
community, as low as 8%, a big change from the bad days of 
the late 90's. 
  

The viewfinders event was again a great success this year bringing more visitors 
than last year to the community.  
  
Attached is a report of some of the many activities the city has been involved with 
as economic development shows great growth and success.  This has resulted in 
excellent gains in sales tax and TOT as well as one time money with sales of 
land in the business park now totally over two million dollars.  
 
   
 

 



Private City  Begun Project Project
Sector Project Talking Complete In Process

NDTI X X

Walgreen's X X

Rite-Aid X X

Marriott X X

Hilton X X

2 Office Buildings X X

Restaurant X X

Taco Bell X X

Grand Stay & 7 Retail Outlets X X

Home Depot X X

4 Store Complex X X

Wal-Mart X X

5 New Stores in Old Walmart X X

Econo Lodge Remodel X X

Ridgecrest Cinemas X X

Globe Project X X

National Health Services X X

PROJECT NAME

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
FROM 2000-2006



Private City  Begun Project Project

Sector Project Talking Complete In Process

Navy Credit Union X X

Beanster's X X

Starbucks X X

Ashley Home Furnishings X X

Dart X X

Rose Garden Inn X X

Farris Restaurant X X

China Express X X

China Lake Buffet X X

Lugos Restaurant X X

Community Action Partnership Child Care X X

Great American BBQ X X

Toyko House X X

Hospital Expansion X X

Alta One X X

Immanuel Daycare & Church X X

Pizza Factory X X

Storage on Norma X X

Relocation of Ridgecrest Motorcycle Shop (RMC) X X

PROJECT NAME



Private City  Begun Project Project

Sector Project Talking Complete In Process

Nickolette X X

2 Doctor's Offices X X

Searles Lake Federal Credit Union X X

Pony Express (Norma) X X

Mon Reve X X

Dollar Tree X X

3 New Light Industrial Buildings in Inyokern Industrial Park X X

USO X X

New Defence Contractor Building X X

Remodel of Albertson's X X

New Small Commercial Building @ Wal-Mart Center X X

Guns 4 Us X X

Private City  Begun Project Project

Sector Project Talking Complete In Process

1800 Units of Housing (ENTITLEMENT) X X

300 Units of Housing (BUILT) X

BRAC  Support X X

Reduction in exsisting vacant Retail Space by 20% X X

New Event - View Finders X X

ADDITIONAL PROJECTS

PROJECT NAME



                            Color Code 
Currently Under Construction

Currently Development Negations Phase



 

 
 
During the latter part of October and first half of November, the Planning 
staff has been busy with the following projects: 
 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE:   
 
The P&Z Committee met on October 25, and November 16, 2006: 
 
1) October 25, 2006 Planning & Zoning Committee Meeting:  
 

DISCUSSION OF PLANNING PROCEDURES / NAWS / CITY OF 
RIDGECREST 
 

John O’Gara gives a brief overview of the NAWS process for a project 
proposal. John O’Gara would asked to bring everyone’s attention to 
Senate Bill 1468 

 
FOLLOW UP REPORT ON GENERAL PLAN ZONING CONSISTANCIES 
Staff reported to the committee that letters and maps have been 
distributed to Real Estate Agents in anticipation that many will be able 
to assist with their knowledge of the zoning issues.  There have been no 
responses as of yet.  
  
OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
 

Jerry Taylor requests that an item be added to the agenda for the next 
meeting – Outdoor Lighting Control Ordinance. 

 
2) November 16, 2006 Planning & Zoning Committee Meeting:  
 

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE PROGRESS REPORT 

Staff reported that they anticipate five qualified Planning and 
Environmental Consultants to submit proposals for the Ridgecrest 
General Plan / EIR and new Zoning Ordinance, (the proposals are due on 



November 20th). The P&Z Committee agreed to serve as the oral review 
board to screen the consultants in order to make a recommendation to 
the City Council. Friday, December 15th was selected as the date to hold 
interviews. 

REPORT ON RECOMMENDED ROLE FOR P&Z EX-OFFICIO MEMBER 
 

The following position description for the ex-officio member(s) was 
approved by the Committee: 
 

An ex-officio member of the P&Z is a member or 
representative of an agency (or interest) that is invited to 
participate in an advisory role to the voting members of the 
P&Z (city representatives).  
 
An ex-officio member has the opportunity to provide and 
receive comments in a timely fashion in matters involving 
their agency and the City in pertinent matters pertaining to 
growth, zoning, and other matter of interest.   
 
An Ex-Officio member can provide information and/or 
recommendations that could be of value to the full Committee 
within the decision making process. 

 
 
OUTDOOR LIGHTING CONTROL ORDINANCE (DARK SKIES) 
 
The Committee considered the Dark Skies Ordinance enacted by the City 
of Tucson and Pima County, Arizona. Jerry Taylor indicated that the Dark 
Skies Organization was coming out with a model ordinance that should 
be less complicated and less rigorous than the Tucson/Pima County 
ordinance. The model ordinance should be available in early 2007. The 
Committee agreed to wait and see how the model ordinance might fit the 
City of Ridgecrest. 
 
HOME OCCUPATIONS 
 
Staff reported that they had received a request by a resident to amend 
the City’s Home Occupation Ordinance to permit Beauty salons to be 
operated at home under certain restrictions. Two beauticians with beauty 
shops located at commercial locations protested such an arrangement. 
The unanimous consensus of the Committee was to maintain the 
City’s current prohibition on commercial beauticians operating from 
home. 

 
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 
The Planning Commission met on October 24, and November 14, 2006: 
 



1) Planning Commission actions on October 24, 2006: 
 

APPROVED a request by PAM Companies to change the zoning from RMH 
and CG to R-1 and change the general plan from C to LD and TTM 6927: A 
request to create a 56 lot Single Family Density (R-1) subdivision Tentative 
Tract Map 6927; Project is located on 13.04 ac at the SW corner of Upjohn 
Ave and Richmond St. APN: 343-070-24.  

 
APPROVED a request by Miguel, LLC, Dru Hawkins by Superior Construction 
- Site Plan Review SPR-06-19  A request to build a 8,075 sf single story 
office building, in a CG-General Commercial zone  on .72  acres located at 
the SW corner of  South China Lake Blvd and Miguel Ct, 555 So. China Lake 
Blvd.   APN: 480-010-07 
 
 
2) Planning Commission actions on November 14, 2006: 
 
ACTIONS taken on behalf of a General Plan Amendment, Re-Zoning, and Tentative 
Tract Map for 79.6 acres located at the Northwest Corner of Mahan Street and 
Springer Avenue, (APN 508-010-04 thru 08), Carole Vaughn, applicant are as 
follows: 
 

1. Approve a recommendation to the Ridgecrest City Council to DENY 
a General Plan Amendment to the Land Use Designation on the 
subject property from Rural Density to Estate Density,  

 
2. Approve a recommendation to the Ridgecrest City Council to 

APPROVE a Zone Change on the subject property from Urban 
Reserve, (UR) to Estate Density, (E-1), 40,000 sq. ft. minimum 
residential lot size, including the approval of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration on behalf of the Zone Change, and, 

 
3. Continue the application for the Tentative Tract Map. 

 
 
APPROVE an application by AMG & Associates for TPM 11562, a request to 
create a  redesigned 10 lot General Commercial (GC)  subdivision on 4.60 
ac. located at the SW corner of Ridgecrest Blvd and Downs St. APN 508-
020-06.  

 
APPROVE a request for a 1 year extension by Neil Christman TTM 6221 to 
the approved TTM 6221 dated November 18, 2003.  TTM 6221 is a request to 
create a 51 lot subdivision with lots ranging from 20,000 s.f. to 40,000 s.f. in 
size located west of College Heights Blvd and east of Warner St. between 
Springer Ave. and Dolphin Ave on 40 acres. Original APN 509-020-12 and 
13.  
 
APPROVE a request by Desert Willow Apartments, (TPM 11557), to create a  (2) 1.26 
ac parcel subdivision on 2.5 acs. Zoned R-3 located at the north end of El Prado Street 
which is north and east of Inyo street and Ward Ave.  APN 453-013-11.  
 



APPROVE a request by Katie Slater, (TPM 11650), to create a  2 Estate 
Density (10,000 sf min)  subdivision on .5 acs. located at 724 S. Allen ST.  
APN 479-051-06. 
 
 
HOUSING UNIT STATUS REPORT: 
 
Please be advised that the City has approved 1,539 residential subdivision 
lots and 227 apartment units for a total of 1,766 dwelling units during 2006. 
By comparison, the total number of dwelling units approved in Ridgecrest 
between 2002 to 2005 was 540.  
 
This means that during 2006, the number approved housing units were up 
1,308 % over the average annual rate during the past four years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Code Enforcement Office 
Monthly Status Report 

 
Date: November 7, 2006 
To:   Gary Parsons, Karen Gamble 
From:  Bob Smith 
Re:   Month of October 2006 Statistics 
 
 
Complaints:  27      YTD 235 
Initiated:         8     YTD 50 
Site Inspection Days: 17     YTD 128 
Site Inspections:   99     YTD 657 
 
Correspondence:  9     YTD 259  
 
RV/Oversized Warnings: 2    YTD 85 
 
Contacts: 94      YTD 1380 
 
Telephone Received: 61    YTD: 654 
Citizen Phone Contacts Made: 8   YTD: 474 
Citizen Walk-in: 0     YTD: 6 
E-Mails:   0      YTD: 5 
U.S. Mail: 0      YTD: 0 
Field Contacts: 25     YTD: 241 
 
Pre-Abatement/Public Hearing Scheduled:   0  YTD 0 
 
Abatements:  0      YTD 0  
 
Demolitions/Voluntary Compliance: 0  YTD 0 
         
Training:  0      YTD 80 
 
Clean Up Projects:   0     YTD 1 
 
Clean up pounds/tons:       YTD 1 
Total Cost:      YTD: $269.80 
 

      
Miscellaneous Service Reports Opened:  35  YTD 222 
 
 
Miscellaneous Service Reports Closed: 89  YTD 172 
 
MSRs Percentage Closed    474 of 519   91.3% 
 
CEO Cases Open:  0     YTD 0  
Cases Still Open: 0    
  
Cases/Reports Closed  0    YTD 1 
Percentage Closed: 100% 
 
Percentage of Compliance  with no Citations:   100% 
 
Citations Issued: 0     YTD 0  



Key Locations for Open Cases: 
500 Blk Oasis; 200 Blk Fire Opal; 1700 Blk S. China Lake; Carolyn at Inyo; 
1200 Blk Mariposa; Ridgecrest at Downs; 1100 Blk N. Randall; 200 Blk 
Mesquite; 600 Blk E. Church; 200 Blk E. Wilson; 900 Blk N. Norma; 1000 Blk 
Canejo; 1600 Blk S. Mayo; 200 Blk W. Upjohn; Ward at Downs; 900 N. 
Randall; 100 Blk S. Norma; 600 Blk Maryann; Las Flores at Downs; 1100 Blk 
Yorktown; 600 Blk E. Ridgecrest Blvd.; 600 Blk S. China Lake; Ridgecrest at 
China Lake; 400 Blk N. China Lake; 500 Blk Suzanne; 2000 Blk Coral Sea; 
600 Blk Calvert; Benson at Alvord; 300 Blk E. Church (3); 600 Blk E Church; 
100 Blk W. Church;  
 
Synopsis: 
 
Code Enforcement will step up efforts to enforce major blighted area 
 
With the end of the year approaching and the BRAC process picking up 
steam, the code enforcement efforts in the city will be stepped up across 
the city. Among the areas to be focused on will be the major blighted 
business areas in the industrial, north and downtown sections of town. 
These efforts will provide a long-lasting effect on the City of Ridgecrest and 
the perspective residents who will soon be coming to make a home. 
Also on the radar will be the planning and implementation phase of the 
sign ordinance that was passed three years ago and goes into affect in 
January 2007. 
 
 
WORK CONTINUES ON MOBILE HOMES IN BOULDER POINT COMMUNITY 
 

 
 
While work is being completed, some homes have been cleared to live in, proving the 
enforcement effort is strong when compliance is voluntary. 



BLIGHTED AREA OFF BALSAM A CONCERN TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES 
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