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ORDINANCE NO. ~

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF RIDGECREST REPEALING ORDINANCE
NO. 17 AND ITS AMENDMENTS NO. 27, 37,
53, AND 58, AND MAKING A NEW ORDINANCE
PROVIDING FOR RABIES CONTROL, LICENSING.
OF DOGS, LEASHING AND REGULATION OF
ANIMALS.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST, CALIFORNIA, DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. Ordinance No.
17 and its amendments, Ordinances No. 27, 37, 53, and 58, are
hereby repealed.

Section 2. DEFINITIONS. When used in this ordinance, the
following terms shall have the meaning herein specified, unless a
different meaning clearly appears from the context:

(a) "Dog" shall be deemed to include both male and female
dogs, irrespective of age.

(b) "He a Ltih Officer" shall mean the duly appointed and acting
health officer of the County of Kern while performing the duties
of health officer in the City of Ridgecrest pursuant to Section 1~76

of the Health and Safety Code of the State of California. It shall
include his duly authorized assistants, sanitarians, and animal
control officers.

(c) lJ Animal Control Offi c e r " shall mean the duly appointed
Animal Control Officer of the City of Ridgecrest.

(d) "License Collector" shall mean the City Clerk of the City
of Ridgecrest.

Section 3. ANIMAL SHELTER. An animal shelter is hereby
authorized and established for the impounding of animals under
the direction and control of the Animal Control Officer.

Section 4. DUTY OF ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER. It shall be the
duty of the Animal Control Officer to take and have charge of the
animal shelter and to take and impound all animals, except cats,
found at large upon any street, sidewalk, lane, alley, or other
public or unoccupied place within the City of Ridgecrest, except
animals fastened securely by a chain, rope, or leash, or except
confined securely within private property legally controlled by
the person in possession of the animal. It shall be the duty of
the Animal Control Officer to take and impound all animals found
in any place within the City which are being kept or maintained
contrary to the provisions of this ordinance.



Section 5. LEASH LAW. It shall be unlawful for any person
owning, harboring, or having the care, custody, or possession of
any dog to keep or maintain any dog in any place in the City
except fastened securely by a chain, rope, or leash, or except
confined securely within private property legally controlled by
the person in possession of the doe.
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Section 6. ANIMAL NOISES. It shall be un Lav f'uL for any per
son owning, harboring, or having the care, custody, or possession
of any animal to keep or maintain, or cause or permit to be kept
or maintained upon any premises in the City or upon any public
street, highway, sidewalk, alley, park, playground, or other public
place in said City, any animal, bird, or fowl which by any barking,
howling, whining, crowing, or by any sound or cry Whatsoever, shall
disturb the peace and comfort of any neighborhood or interfere
with the reasonable and comfortable enjoyment of life or property.
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Section 7. DOGS, LICENSING REQUIRED. It shall be unlawful
for any person owning, harboring, or having the care, custody, or
possession of any dog to keep or maintain any such dog in any
place in the city, unless such dog is licensed as provided herein.
This section shall have no application to dogs under the age of
four months which are fastened securely by a chain, rope, or leash,
or confined within private property legally controlled by the per
son in possession of such dog.

Section 8. DOGS, VACCINATION REQUIRED. It shall be un~awful

for any person owning, harboring, or have the care, custody, or
possession of any dog to keep or ma Ln t ad n. ..···any such dog in any place
in the city, unless such dog has been vaccinated as required by
this section, excepting dogs under the age of four months fastened
securely by a chain, rope, or leash, or confined within private
property legally controlled by the person in possession of such
dog.
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Section 9. NO LICENSING WITHOUT VACCINATION. No person shall
1 i c en s e any dog in the City of Ridgecrest until it has been
vaccinated with canine rabies vaccine, by injection or other method
approved by the Health Officer, during the same calendar year, or,
if said vaccination was with an acceptable two-year vaccine, during
the calendar year immediately preceding the calendar year for which
it is licensed, or the owner or person in possession of the same
submits a certificate from a licensed veterinarian issued within
the preceding sixty (60) days stating that in his opinion the
rabies v~~c~he Yould be likely to seriously injure the dog. Any
dog so excepted from rabies vaccination shall be restricted to the
enclosed yard of the owner or person in possession of the G~~e

except when held upon a chain, rope, or leash. Any violation here
of by the owner or person in possession of such dog shall be unlaw
f'uL,



Section 10. VACCINATOR. Said vaccination shall be performed
by any duly qualified and licensed physician or veterinarian. This
person may be hereinafter referred to as the "vaccinator." The
vaccinator shall issue to the person in possession of the vacci
nated dog a dertificate of vaccination endorsed by the vaccinator.
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Section 11. LICENSE FEE-AMOUNT, DUE DATE. On or after the
first day of January of each calendar year,
every person, firm or corporation owning or maintaining a dog or
dogs in the City of Ridgecrest, excepting dogs under the age of
four months au provided herein, shall pay to the license collector
an annual license fee of Two and 50/100 Dollars ($2.50) for each
such dog, except that no fee shall be required for any "seeing
eye" dog which is owned by or in the possession of any person with
impaired vision. Such fee shall be due and payable for each calen
dar year regardless of the vaccination period whenever any do~ is
brought into the City or whenever any/:dog reaches the age of four
months, and the said fee shall be charged against and be payable
by the owner or persons in possession at such dog.

Section 12. DOG LICENSE TAG. Upon exhibition of the proper
certificate of vaccination or a proper certificate of exemption
from vaccination and payment of the license fee, there shall be
delivered to the person making such payment a metal tag, with the
number and year stamped or cut thereon, and the words "Dog Tag"
stamped thereon, which dog tag shall be securely fastened to a
collar or harness which must be worn at all times by the dog for
which the tag was issued. If the dog is exempted from vaccination,
the dog tag shall have a distinguishing mark as evidence of such
fact. Said tag while attached uo a ~og's collar or harness shall
be prima facie evidence that the dog for which the same was issued
has been licensed during the calendar year for which said tag was
issued and has been vaccinated or is exempt from the requirement
of vaccination.

Section 13. LICENSE ISSUANCE BY OTHERS. In order to facili
tate the licensing of dogs in the City and the collection of fees
thereon, the license collector may authorize the Animal Control
Officer, his deputies, or any duly qualified and licensed physician
or veterinarian to license any dog, collect the license fee thereon
and issue to the person paying said fee the dog tag herein pro
vided for at the same time said dog is vaccinated with canine
rabies vaccine and a certificate of vaccination is issued, or at
the same time that said dog is given a certificate of exemption from
such vaccination. Any person so authorized by the license collec
tor to perform the aforementioned acts shall account to the license
collector not less than once each month for all dogs so licensed
and all license fees collected.
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Section ll~. LOST LICENSE TAG. Whenever a dog tag issued for
the current calendar year has been lost or taken or stolen by
parties unknown to the owner or person having the care, custody,
or control of the dog for which the same was issued, such owner
or person having said care, custody, or control of such dog may,
upon the payment of fifty cents and exhibition of his certificate
of vaccination or of exemption fro~ vaccination of such dog, and
on making and subscribing to an affidavit of such loss of such
tag, receive from the license collector a duplicate tag for the
remaining portion of the calendar year for which the original dog
tag was issued.

Section 15. SEIZURE OF DOGS WITHOUT LICENSE TAGS. If any
dog is found in or upon any place in the City without having an
official tag attached to its collar or harness as required by this
ordinance, said dog shall be presumed a stray dog and shall be
presumed not to have been vaccinated or licensed as required by
this ordinance. The Animal Control Officer, his deputies or
assistants, any person employed by the City, and citizens acting
pursuant to Section 15 of this ordinance, are hereby authorized
and empowered to captUre any unlicensed stray dogvmich is found
running at large in or upon any place within the City of Ridgecrest.
The Animal Control Officer is authorized, empowered and directed
to confine such dogs at the animal shelter.

SECTION 16. CITIZEN SEIZURE OF DOGS. Any citizen finding
at any time any dog at large contrary to the provisions of Section 4
or Section 14 of this ordinance may take up and hold the same;
provided, ho;~ver, that such person so taking up such dog shall
within four hours after taking up such dog notify the Animal Con
trol Officer of the fact that he has such dog in his possession
and shall, upon demand, surrender possession of such dog to the
Animal Control Officer. Such person taking up such dog may de
posit such dog at the animal shelter of the City of Ridgecrest
if such shelter is open for business. It shall be the duty of the
Animal Control Officer to take custody of any such dog immedi
ately upon receipt of such notification and impound the same sub
ject to the provisions of this ordinance pertaining to the redemp
tion and/or disposition of dogs impounded.

Section 17. CONFINEMENT OF DOGS SEIZED. Any dog taken up
and impounded by the Animal Control Officer shall be confined in
the animal shelter. It shall be the duty of the Animal Control
Officer to cause any dog suspected of having rabies to be examined
by a licensed veterinarian to determine whether or not it is af
flicted with rabies.
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empowered to ~~live~ the ~nim~l to any other person pursuant to the
provisions of Section 23 through Section 27 of this ordinance.

Section 22. RECORD AND TREATMENT OF ANIMALS SEIZED. The Animal
Control Officer shall keep a true and faithful record of the number
and description of all animals taken into his custody, with the date
of their impounding, area where collected, duration of detention at
the animal shelter, date and manner of their disposition, fees col
lected, and such other information as may be required by the City
Administrator. He shall provide the necessary subsistence for animals
while in his custody and shall not alter, nor suffer to be altered,
any mark or brand thereon, and shall not suffer cruel treatment thereof.

Section 23. NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION OF UNCLAIMED ANIMALS. All
animals, except animals affected with rabies, taken into custody of
the Animal Control Officer, if not reclaimed within twenty-four (24)
hours thereafter, may be sold by the Animal Control Officer after
giving at least three (3) days notice of such sale. The notice shall
describe the animal and shall state the time and place of sale and
shall be posted on the official City Hall Public Bulletin Board, the
official Police Department Public Bulletin Board., and at the entrance
to the animal shelter. A copy of said notice shall be mailed at least
three (3) days in advance of the sale to the owner or person formerly
in possession or control of said animal, if known to the Animal Con
trol Officer, at such person~s residence or place of business.

~
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Section 24. PUBLIC AUCTION OF UNCLAIMED ANIMALS. At the time
advertised the Animal Control Officer shall sell all the animals so
advertised at public auction to the highest bidder for cash. He shall
begin the bidding at a price which shall include the costs of shelter
ing for each auctioned animal and dog vaccination and licensing fees,
where appropriate. If no bid is offered for an animal, the Animal
Control Officer shall dispose of it by private sale or destruction in
a humane manner. The Animal Control Officer shall not release an
unlicensed dog until he shall have issued to the person obtaining the
dog a receipt for vaccination and license fees in accordance with Sec
tion 18 of this ordinance. Proceeds of such sale and fees shall be
accounted for in a manner required by the City Administrator and de
livered to the City Clerk the day of the sale or the next working day.

Section 25-.~ OWNER CLAIM TO AUCTION PROCEEDS. The City Council,
after the City Clerk has deducted vaccination, licensing, sale, and
sheltering costs, shall pay the balance of the proceeds of public
auction or private sale to the owners of such animals sold who claim
such proceeds within three (3) months of the date of the sale.

Section 26. COSTS OF SHELTERING. The Animal Control Officer
shall charge and collect the following costs of sheltering from
persons obtaining animals impounded:

A. For any animal, excepting dogs, the sum of Two Dollars
( $2 .00) ;

(f
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Section 18. NOTIFICATION TO OWNER. Any officer or other
person capturing and holding a dog under the provisions of this
ordinance shall make a reasonable effort to locate and notify the
owner thereof, if known, that the animal is being held at the ani
mal shelter and may be reclaimed by him within a period of three
(3) days from the date of seizure, as provided herein.

~,
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Section 19. RELEASE OF UNLICENSED DOGS -- VACCINATION RECEIPT.
In the event that an unlicensed dog appears to be free from rabies
and the owner desires to claim said dog before or after it is im
pounded, it shall be returned to him upon his paying to the Animal
Control Officer the following:

(a) Cost of obtaining a vaccination, if the owner does not
produce a certificate that the dog has either been vaccinated as
required by this ordinance or been exempted;

(b) Cost of a dog license tag;

(c) Sheltering costs, if dog was impounded.

The Animal Control Officer shall issue for such vaccination cost
and other costs a receipt containing the date and a statement that
if the owner of the dog secures the vaccination of the dog by a
vaccinator in the City of Ridgecrest and surrenders said receipt
to the vaccinator, said vaccinator, if he accepts said receipt in
payment of charges for vaccination of said dog, may reimburse him
self from the City of Ridgecrest for said charges, not to exceed
the amount herein specified. If a vaccinator accepts said receipt
in payment, he shall not make any other charge for said vaccination
for such dog. The sum of Five Dollars ($5.00) is hereby fixed as
the cost of vaccination to be charged by officials enforcing the
provisions of this Section. No person shall issue a license tag
for such released animal until the owner shall produce a certificate
of vaccination endorsed by a licensed physician or veterinarian.

Section 20. AUDIT OF RECEIPTS -- RESEIZURE. The Animal Con
trol Officer shall monthly audit all vaccination receipts issued
to ascertain whether any person receiving a released dog shall have
failed to have the released dog vaccinated or have failed to obtain
a license tag for such dog. When such failure has been confirmed,
the Animal Control Officer shall immediately search for and seize
and impound said dog. For the purpose of seizing and impounding a
dog pursuant to this Section, the Animal Control Officer is author
ized"and empowered to enter upon the private property of the owner
or person in possession of said dog to seize and impound said dog.

Section 21. SALE OR DESTRUCTION OF UNCLAIMED ANillMALS. In the
event the owner does not claim an impounded animal within three days
after seizure and in the event the City continues to hold the pos
session of the animal, the Animal Control Officer is authorized and
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B. For each dog, except dogs in violation of the leash law,
the sum of One Dollar ($1.00);

C. For each dog impounded for violation of the leash law,
the s um 0 f 1!hr-ee Doll a r s ($ 3. 0 0) ;

D. For feeding every animal, Fifty Cents per day ($.50
per day) in addition to the applicable above charge.

Section 27. FEES AND CHARGES TO LICENSE COLLECTOR. All fees
and charges collected by the Animal Control Officer or his deputies
in the performange of their duties under this ordinance shall be
delivered to the license collector for deposit in the City trea
sury.

Section 28. SYMPTOMS OF RABIES. Whenever the owner or person
having the care, custody, or control of an animal shall observe or
learn that such animal shows symptoms of rabies, or acts in a manner
which would lead to a reasonable suspicion that it may have rabies,
such owner or person having the custody or possession of such
animal shall immediately notify the health officer. The health
officer shall cause an inspection or examination of such animal
to be made by a licensed veterinarian until the existence or non
existence of rabies~in such animal is established to the satis
faction of such veterinarian.

Section 29. REPORTS OF DOG -BITING. Any person owning or
having the care, custody, or control of any dog that bites any per
son and any person bitten by such dog may report the same to the
health officer. The Animal Control Officer shall also be notified
and he shall place said dog under regulation and quarantine under
direction of the health officer for such time as may be required
by State law or the rules and regulations of the State Depart-
ment of Public Health. Said regulation or quarantine may be had at
the home of the owner or possessor of said dog or at such other
place as may be designated by the health officer, and said dog shall
be kept securely enclosed and under strict observation.

Section 30. BITING BY ANIMAL SUSPECTED OF RABIES. Whenever
any animal shall be bitten by another animal suspected of having
rabIes, the owner o~ person having the custody or possession of
the animal so bitten shall, upon being informed thereof, notify the
health officer and either kill such animal or quarantine it and
keep it confined or tied up for such time as may be required by
State law or the rules and regulations o~ the State Department of
Public Health; and the health officer shall have power, in his
discretion, to quarantine the animal so bitten in case the owner
or person having custody or possession thereof shall fail to do
so immediately or in case he is not readily accessible.

Section 31. DISPOSITION OF ANIMAL WITH RABIES. If it shall
appear to the health o~ficer from the report of a licensed veteri
narian that an animal is afflicted with rabies, he shall kill and

../



destroy such animal forthwith and/or shall take such other action
as in his discretion he deems necessary to prevent the spread of
such disease.
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Section 32. HANDLING OF "~VICIOUS DOGS. If it shall be deter
mined by the health officer, after giving the order of quarantine
mentioned in Section 30 of this ordinance that the said dog is a
vicious dog, although not ~fflicated with rabies, the health
officer shall thereupon order the person who owns or has the cus
tody of said dog to.keep the said dog at all times securely fastened
by chain or securely confined within the private property of said
owner or person having the custody of said dog, or keep said dog
in such manner as said health officer shall direct, to prevent it
from biting or having the opportunity of biting any persons, in
cluding persons lawfully on the premises where said dog is so
fastened or confined, until further order of the health officer.

Section 33. VIOLATION OF ORDER ON VICIOUS DOG. Any violation
by the said owner or person having custody of said dog of the said
order of the health officer shall be unalwful.

Section ~4_ VICIOUS DOGS -- WHAT ARE. In determining wbether
or not a dog ii vicious, the health officer shall be guided by the
following:

(a) Whether or not the said dog has bitten any person or per
aona at any time other than the occasion which gave rise to the
operation of Section 24;

(b) The circumstances surrounding the occasion indicating the
temper or ferocity of the s ai d dog;

(c) The reputation of the said dog in the community in regard
to its temper and ferocity; and

(d) Its general menace to the public.

This section shall be operative even though' the dog in question has
been vaccinated and licensed as required by this ordinance.

Section 3.5. DISPOSTION OF INFIRM ANIMALS. It shall be un
lawful for any person to willfully abandon or turn loose to run at
large any animal unfIt for further use by reason of disease, old
age, or injury~ Whenever any animal is taken ~p~for impounding
which in tha opinion of the Animal Control Officer is, by reason
of age, disease, or injury, unfit for further use or dangerous to
be kept impounded, the Animal Control Officer shall within twenty
four (24) hours there·after destroy such animal.



Section 37. DISPOSITION OF DEAD ANIMALS FOUND ON PUBLIC
STREETS. It shall be the duty of the Health Officer and the Animal
Control Officer whenever it comes to their knowledge that any dead
animal is upon any of the public streets, alleys, sidewalks, or
other public places within the City, to order the owner or person
who had possession or control of such animal while alive to bury
or destroy the same. In the event the owner or person who had pos
session or control of the animal while alive fails to bury or
destroy the same after being so ordered by the Animal Control
Officer or Health Officer, the Animal Control Officer and Health
Officer are each hereby authorized to cause the rental and opera
tion of such heavy equipment or the employment of such persons as
is necessary to bury said dead animal and to cause the cost of such
rental and operation of said heavy equipment or the wages of said
employed persons to be a charge against the owner or person having
had possession or control of such animal, which charge the Animal
Control Officer shall have the power to collect. In the event
the owner or person having had possession or control of said dead
animal is unknown, said charge shall be a charge against the City
treasury.

Section 36. DISPOSTION OF DEAD ANIMALS ON OWNER'S REQUEST.
The Animal Control Officer may upon the request of any owner or
person in possession of any dead animal under one hundred pounds
(100 Ibs.) in weight pick up and dispose of said animal in an

APpropriate burial pit. There shall be no charge for this service.
The Animal Control Officer and the Health Officer shall each have
the power to require the owner or person in possession of any dead
animal over one hundred pounds (100 lbs.) in weight to forthwith
bury the same. If such owner or person in possession shall refuse
to bury the same, the Animal Control Officer and the Health Offi
cer shall each have the power to cause the rental and operation
of such heavy equipment or the employment of such persons as is
necessary to bury said dead animal and to cause the cost of such
rental and operation of said heavy equipment or the wages of said
employed persons to be a charge against the owner or person in
possession of said dead animal over one hundred pounds (100 Ibs.)
in weight, which charge the Animal Control Officer shall have the
power to collect. In the event that the owner or person hav ing had
possession or control of said dead animal is unknown, said charge
shall be a charge against the City treasury. Nothing in this
section shall be construed so as to require the Animal Control
Office r 0 r the He a 1 thO f f ice r to bury 0 rcause to be bur i e d 0 r ' 'U.c.,u -i~
picked up any dead animal.' r
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Section 38. OFFENSES: PLACEMENT OF DEAD ANIMALS ON PUBLIC
STREETS. It shall be unlawful for an owner or person having had
th~possession or control of any animal while alive, to place the
body of such animal or cause or permit it to be placed or to knowingly
allow or permit the same to remain, in or upon any public street,
alley, sidewalk, lane, park, or other public place.



Ordinance No. 85 Page 10

r

Section 39. OFFENSES: RESISTING ACTION OF ANIMAL CONTROL
OFFICER OR HEALTH OFFICER. Any person rescuing or attempting to
rescue any animal from the Animal Control Officer or Health Officer
while either is about to convey the animal to the animal shelter,
or in any way directly or indirectly removing or delivering an ani
mal from the animal shelter or from a vehicle operated by the Animal
Control Officer or the Health Officer, or causing or enabling an
animal to escape therefrom without the express consent of such of
ficer, shall be deemed guilty ·of a misdemeanor.

Section 40. OFFENSES: FAILURE TO FURNISH INFORMATION. Any
person owning or having the care, custody, or control of any dog
in the City of Ridgecrest who willfully refuses, fails, or neglects
to furnish to the Animal Control Officer, or to the Health Officer,
or to the License Collector, or to any duly licensed physician or
veterinarian authorized to vaccinate and license dogs and to collect
the license fees thereon, as provided herein, the information neces
sary to properly vaceinate and license such dog, or who shall resist,
hinder or prevent the Animal Control Officer or the Health Officer
or any of their assistants in the exercise of their duties, or who
fails, neglects, or refuses to pay the license fee at the time and
in the manner herein provided; or who violates any of the provisions
of this ordinance declared to be unlaWful, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punishable by imprisonment in the County
Jail for a term of not to exceed six months or a fine of not to
exceed $500.00 or both such fine and imprisonment.

Section 41. CITATION POWER. The Animal Control Officer and
the Chief of Police and their deputies are hereby designated as
persons who may issue citations for the violation of any of the
provisions of this ordinance pursuant to the citation procedure
as prescribed by ordinance or State law. Failure to appear in court
in violation of a written promise to so appear shall be punishable
as set forth in ordinance or State law.

Section 42. This ordinance shall take effect immediately as
an urgency ordinance pursuant to the provisions of Section 36937
of the Government Code. The facts constituting the urgency arc
that revised rabies vaccination and animal shelter fees and pro
cedures are required in order to i.mplement Health and Safety Code
provisions relating to rabies control, and more particularly that
the minimum fee for rabies vaccination as specified in Ordinance
No. 17 is too low to insure vaccination of dogs pursuant to Section
1920 of the Health and Safety Code.

Section 43. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of
this ordinance and cause it to be published as required by law.
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APPROVED AND AD OPT E D t h is 5 th day of September , 1 968 , by t h e
r o Ll.ov i n g v o t e :

AY ES : Mayor Smith, Counc ilmen Edwar ds , Fox , Kessler , an d
Shack lett

NOES : Non e

ABSENT : None

~I~~J~ ·~
Mayor

ATTEST :

__ ~~4,--.
. .ES R . HECK

Ie t y Clerk

I certi f y that t he fo regoing o rdinan ce was pas sed an d adopted by
the City Counc i l of t he City of Ridgecres t a t a regular meeting
t he reof held o n t h e 5th da y of September , 1 96 8 .

~~ R. HECK , City Cle rk


