
ORDINANCE NO. 38

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST
PROVIDI~G REGULATION AND CONTROL OF
BLOWING SAND

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST DOES ORDAIN
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The City Council does hereby find that
there exists within the City of Ridgecrest a serious and
hazardous wind erosion problem that affects the health, safety,
welfare, and property of the residents of Ridgecrest.

SECTION 2. In light of this problem the following
requirements are hereby created to provide reasonable measures
and means to prevent and control such erosion of the sand and
earth.

SECTION 3. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm,
or corporation, or any agent thereof who is in possession or
control of land to disturb the surface or subsurface of land
by excavation, leveling, cultivating, blading or by distributing

~ or spreading soil on land, or by any other action likely to
I cause or contribute to wind erosion of land without first obtain­

ing a permit from the City Clerk. Permits shall not be required
for normal landscaping, or farming operations, cultivation of
existing plantings, or improvement of landscaping or planting
on single lots. However adequate protective measures must be
provided in such cases.

SECTION 4. Permits for disturbing the soil will be
good for six months and will be issued for development, con­
struction and pipe laying or other reasonable cause. Projects for
which permits are issued must have commenced and proceeded in a
reasonable manner within 90 days after issuance. The fee for
each permit shall be $2.00. Permits may be renewable without
additional cost. Applications for permits must state in writing
the applicant's plans to control wind erosion:

(1) During the operations, and

(2) For any period thereafter during which the
land may be exposed or natural protective
vegetation removed.

The City Clerk may deny any permit where the plans are
unacceptable to the City Engineer.
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SECTION 5. Once a permit has been issued the following
requirements will be complied with:

a. Developers are to be encouraged to "tie into"
already developed areas rather than to move into
isolated areas.

b. Developers and builders shall not disturb more
than necessary the native vegetation within the
proposed development.

c. Such protection shall be sufficient to prevent
undue deposit of soil, sandor dust on nearby
property, and shall minimize the amount of dust
eroded into the atmosphere. Protection must be
provided both for the period during which soil
disturbing operations are under way, and for any
extended period following such operations if the
natural protective vegetation is destroyed, or
distu~bed by the soil disturbing operations.

d. Lots and areas within and without proposed develop­
ments that have had the soil disturbed during the
development shall be treated by the developer to
prevent them from creating a wind erosion problem.
Methods to gain this protection can be by the use
of the following materials applied in combination
or singly to produce an effective wind erosion
control.

(1) Complete cover of gravel or rock landscaping

(2) Organic mulches (sprinkler irrigated)

(3) Irrigated grasses

(4) Landscape vegetation

(5) Installation and proper maintenance of snow
fences to a minimum height of three feet and
set back six feet from the property line

(6) Water the soil in the development area and
adjacent streets being used in connection
with the development so as to eliminate blow­
ing soil and dust nuisance during construction

(7) Resin base soil pallative

(8) Any other device acceptable to the City
Engineer.
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SE CTION 6 . a . The City Clerk ma y suspen d any permit
i s sued he reunde r du r ing a ny pe r iod when in h i s op i n i o n , win d
veloci t y is excessive and i s li k e l y to caus e exce s s i v e win d e ros ion
a n d dust co ndi tions .

b . I f , in t he op i nio n of th e City Cl erk , .i t i s neces sary
i n th e i n t er e s t of pub l i c hea l t h a nd sa f e t y to p e r ma n e ntly s u sp e nd
any p ermit g r a n t e d her eun der , th e Ci t y Clerk shall mail a wr itten
notice to the permit ho l der, a t th e a d d r e s s shown o n t he pe r mit.
Said notice shall i n f o r m th e p ermit h o l der of th e ti me and pl ace
where a pub lic h ear in g shall b e h e l d b y the Ci ty Counci l to deter -
mine whe t her or not said permi t should b e permanently s u s p e n d e d or
revoked . Said notice shall be mailed to the permit ho l der not less
than fiv e (5 ) c a l e n d a r days prior to the d ate of said hearing . At
t h e hea ri ng th e City Counc il may revoke o r sus p e n d sai d permit or may
imp os e a ny ad dit ional cond iti ons upo n said pe rm it whic h the City Council
may dee m advi s ab l e .

SE CTI ON 7 . Every person , firm o r corpo rat i o n violating
a ny p ro v i s ion of th is ordinance is guilty o f a mi s de me an o r puni shable
b y a f in e n o t to ex c eed five h un dr e d dol lar s ( $ 5 00 .00), o r by i mp rison­
ment in the County Jai l f o r a perio d not to e x ce e d six ( 6 ) months,
or by bot h s u ch f i n e a nd imprisonment .

SECTI ON 8 . Th is ord i n a n c e s hall take effe c t immediately
pur s uant t o Gove rnment Code Section 36937 . The fa c t s g i ving rise
to the u rgency are as follows : Severe winds can be exp e c t e d to cause
extensive p r operty damage and othe r inco nven ience t o th e City prior
to t he d a t e o n whi c h this ordinance wo u l d t a k e effe c t .

SECTION 9 . The City Clerk is instructed t o certify to the
adoption of th i s ordinance and cause same to be publ i shed in the man ­
ner prescr ibed by law .

PASSE D AND ADOPTED by the Cit y Council of the Ci t y of Ridge ­
cres t t hi s 3 r d day of J une 19 65 by th e followin g vote :

AY ES : MAYOR HUGO, COUNC ILM EN GI LMER , DRAU S AND JUL ES

NOES : CO UNCILMAN WEBB

ABSENT : No n e

Mayor

"
ATTEST :

J


