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ORDINANCE RO. 21

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE THROWING COR DEPOSITING

OF LITTER IN PUBLIC PLACES IN THE CITY OF RIDGECREST

REGULATING THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL AND NON=-

COMMERCIAL HANDBILLS; CONTROLLING THE DEPOSITING OF

LITTER ON PRIVATE PREMISES; PROVIDING A LIEN FOR CITY

CLEARANCE; AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION
OF ITS PROVISIONS

The City Councll of the City of Ridgecrest does ordain as follows:

Section 1. §pqg§“?;§;e, This Ordinance shall be known

he "Ridgecrest Anti-Litter Ordinance.”

Seetion 2. Definitions. For the purposes of the Ordinance
the following cerms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall
have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the
context, words used in the present tense include the future,
words used in the plural number inelude the singular number, and
vords used in the singular number include the plural number.

The word "shall®™ is always mandatory and not merely directory.

(1) PAircraft™ is any contrivance now knewn or hereafter
invented, used or designated for navigation or for
flight in the air. The word Taircraft™ shall include
helicopters and lighter-than-alr dirigibles and ballons.

(2) "Authorized private receptacle® 1s a litter storage
and collection receptacle.

(3) "City"™ is the City of Ridgecrest.

{4) ™"Garbage" is putrescible animal and vegetable wastes
resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and
consumption of food.

(5) "Litter" is "garbage,""refuse,” and "rubbish" as defined
herein and all other waste material which, if thrown
or deposited as herein prohibited, tends to create a
danger to public health, safety and welfare.

(6) "Park®™ is a park, reservation, playground beach,
recreation center or any other publie area in the City,
owned or used by the Clty and devoted to aective or
pasaive recreation.

(7) "Person" is any person, firm, partnership, association,
corporation, company or organization of any kind.

(8) "Private Premises" is any dwelling, house, building,
or other structure, designed or used either wholly or
in part for private residential purposes, whether
inhabited or temporarily or continuously uninhabited
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or vacant, and shall include any yard, grounds, walk,
driveway, porch, steps, vestlibule or mallbox belonglng
or appurtenant to such dwelling, house, building, or
other structure.

(9) "Public Place" 1s any and all streets, sidewalks,
boulevards, alleys or other public ways and any and
all public parks, squares, spaces, grounds, and bulldings.

(10) "Refuse™ is all putrescible and nonputrescible solid
wastes (except body wastes), including garbage, rubblsh,
ashes, street cleanings, dead animals, abandoned auto-~
moblles, and solld market and industrial wastes.

(11) "Rubbish®™ is nonputrescible solid wastes consisting
of both combustible and non-combustible wastes, such as
paper, wrappings, cigarettes, cardboard, tin cans,
yard clippings, leaves, wood, glass, bedding, crockery
and similar materials.

(12) "Vehicle" 1s every device 1n, upon, or by which any
person or property is or may be transported or drawn
upon a highway, including devices used exclusively
upon statlonary rails or tracks.

Sectlion 3. Litter in Public Places. No person shall
throw or deposit tter in cor upon any street, sidewalk or
other public place within the City except in public receptacles,

in authorized private receptacles for collection, or in officilal
City dumps.

Section 4. Placement of Litter in Receptacles so as to
Prevent Scattering. Persons pTacing iitter in pubTIc receptacles
or in authorized private receptacles shall deo so in such a manner
as to prevent it from being carried or deposited by the elements

upon any street, sldewalk or other publlic place or upon private
property.

Seetion 5. Sweeping Litter Into Gutters Prohibited. No
person sha sweep 1lnto or deposit in any gutter, street or other
publiec place within the City the agcumulation of litter from
any building or lot or from any public or private sidewalk or

driveway. Persons owning or occupying property shall keep the
sidewalk in front of their premises free of litter.

Section 6. Keeping Sidewalks Free of Litter. No person
shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter, street or other public
place within the City the accumulation of litter from any building
or lot or from any public or private sidewalk or driveway. Persons
owning or ogcupying places of business within the City shall

keep the sidewalk in front of their buliness premises free of litter.

Section 7. Litter Thrown by Persons in Vehicles. No
person, while a driver or passenger in a vehicle, shall throw
or deposit litter upon any street or other public place within
the City, or upon private property.
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Section 8. Truck Loads Causing Litter. No person shall
drive or move any truck or other vehicle within the City unless
such vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to prevent any load,
contents or litter from being blown or deposited upon any street,
alley or other public place. Nor shall any person drive or move
any vehicle or truck within the City, the wheels or tires of
" which carry onto or deposit in any streei alley or other publilc
place, mud, dirt, sticky substances, litter or foreign matter
of any kind.

Section 9. Litter in Parks. No person shall throw or
depos er in any park within the City except in publiec
receptacles and in such a manner that the litter will be prevented
from being carried or deposited by the elements upon any part
of the park or upon any street or other public place. Where
public receptacles are not provided, all such litter shall be
carried away from the park by the person responsible for its
presence and properly dispesed of elsewhere as provided herein.

Section 10, Litter in Lakes and Fountains. No person
shall throw or deposit ter in any fountain, pond, lake, stream,
bay or any other body of water in a park or elsewhere within

the City.

Sectionﬁ11._#Prohibitin;_Distribution_of_Handbills_Where

Properly Posted. No person sha p Qepos stribute
_any commnercial or non-commerclal handblll upon any prilvate
premises, if requested by anyone thereon not to do so, or 1f there
is placed on said premises in a consplcucus position near the
entrance thereof, a sign bearing the words: "No Trespassing,”

"No Peddlers or Agents, "No Advertisement,” or any similar
notice, indicating in any matter that the occupants of said
premises do not desire to be molested or have their right of
privacy disturbed, or to have any such handbills left upon
such premises.

Section_12nw_Disbributin;

_COmmerclal andmNonﬁCommercial

deposit or distribute any commercial or non-commercial handbill
in or upon private premises which are inhabited, except by handing
or tranamitting any such handbill directly %o the owner, occupant,
or other person then present in or upon such private premizes.
Provided, however, that in case of inhabited private premises
whlech are not posted, as provided in this Ordinance, such person,
unless requested by anyone upon such premises not to do sc,

may place or deposit any such handbill in or upon such inhabited
private premises, if such handbill 1s so placed or deposited

as to secure or prevent such handbill from being blown or drifted
about such premises or sidewalks, streets, or other public places,
and except that mallboxes may not be so used when so prohibited

by Federal postal law or regulations.

(1)

Exemption for Mall and Newspapers. The provisions of thie
not apply iStribution of mail by

the United States, nor to newspapers (as defined herein)

except that newspapers shall be placed on private

property in such a manner as to prevent their being
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carried or deposited by the elements upon any street,
sidewalk or other public place or upon private property.

Section 13. Dropping Litter From Alrcraft. No person in
an aireraft shal , drop or deposit within the City
any litter, handbill or any other object.

. Section 14. Owner to Maintain Premises Free of Litter.

The owner oOr person in control of any private propercy sEaII-at

all times maintaln the premises free of litter. Provided, however,
“that this Section shall not prohibit the storage of litter in
authorized private receptacles for collection,

Section 1%. Litter on Vacant Lots. No person shall throw
or depos er on any open or vacant private property within

- the City whether owned by such person or not.

Section 16. Clearing of Litter from Open Private Propert
.bg'015§.

Notice to Remove. The City Administrator is hereby
authorized and empowered to notify the owner of any
open or vacant private property within the City or the
agent of such owner to properly dispose of litter
located on such owner's property which is dangerous to
public health, safety or welfare. Such notice shall be
Regular Mail, addressed to said owner at his last

known address.

- {(2) Action Upon Non-Compliance. Upon the fallure, neglect
or refusal of any owner or agent so notified, %o
properly dispose of litter dangerous to the public
health, safety or welfare within ninety (90) days after
receipt of written notice provided for in sub-section (1)
above, or within ninety (90) days after the date of
such notice in the event the same 1s returned to the
City Post Office Department because of its inability to -
make delivery thereof, provided the same was properly
addressed to the last known address of such owner,
or agent, the City Administrator is hereby authorized
and empowered to pay for the disposing of such litter
or to order 1ts disposal by the Clty.

(3) Charge Included in Tax Bill. When the City has effected

: the removal of such dangerous litter or has paid for
its removal, the actual cost therof, plus sccrued
interest at the rate of six per cent (6%) per annum
from the date of the completion of the work, if not
paid by such owner prior thereto, shall be charged
to the owner of such property on the next regular tax
bill forwarded to such owner by the City, and sald
charge shall be due and payasble by salid owner at the
time of payment of such bill.

(4) Recorded Statement Constitutes Lien. Where the full
amount due the ¥ is not pald by such owner within
ninety (90) days after the disposal of such litter, as
provided for in subsections (1) and (2) above, then,
and in that case, the Clty Administrator shall cause
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to be recorded with the County Tax Collector a sworn
statement showing the cost and expense incurred for
the work, the date the work was done and the location
of the property on which sald work was done. The
recordation of such sworn statement shall constitute
a lien and privilege on the property, and shall remain
in full foree and effect for the amount due in principle
and interest, plus costs of court, if any, for collectlion,
until final payment has been made. Salid costs and
expenses shall be collected in the manner fixed by law
for the collection of taxes and further, shall be subject
to a delinquent penalty of six per cent (6%) in the
even®t same is not pald in full on or before the date
the tax bill upon whieh said charge appears becomes
delinguent, Sworn statements reccrded in accordance
with the provisions hereof shall be prima facie evidence
that all legal formalities have been complied with
and that the work has been done properly and satlisfactorily,
and shall be full notlce to every person concerned thab
the amount of the statement, plus interest, constitutes
a charge against the property designated or described
in the statement and that the same is due and collectible
as provided by law.
Segtion 17. Penslties. Any person viclating any of the
i \ Jrdinance shall be deemed gullity of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined 1in an amount
not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or be imprisoned in
the County jail for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days or be
both so fined and imprisoned. Each day such violation is committed
or permitted to continue shall constitute separate offense and
shall be punishable as such hereunder.

Section 18. Separability. If any section, subsection,

sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinsnce is for any

reason held invallid or unconstituticonal by any court of competent

Jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct

- and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the

validity of the remaining portions hereof.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was passed
and adopted by the Couneil of the City of Ridgecrest at a
regular meeting thereof held on the 2nd day of April

1964, by the followlng vote:

AYES: GILMER, JULES, KRAUS, WEBB, HUGO
NOES : None

ABSENT None /é\
%ﬁéﬂ/

“Mayor




