
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY Of RIDGECREST
REGULATING TilE DEALING OR PLAYING

OF CARDS

The Ci ty Council of the City of Ridgecrest does ordain as follows:

Section 1 . For the purpose of this ordinance the term
PUBLIC PLACE shall be held to mean and include any place or
premises except a bona fide private dwelling or an apartment
house; suite or room which is used in good faith as a residence
of one or more persons in an apartment house , l odgi ng house ,
hotel or other institution of similar character.

Section 2. For the purpose of this ordinance the term
GN1E shall be held to mean and include the dea l ing or playing
of cards .

Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to con­
duct, carry on, open or cause to be opened or conducted either
as owner, lessee , agent or employee, or otherwise any game as
defined herein , at or in any public place as defi ne d herein
in the City of Ridgecrest without first applying for and
receiving from the City Clerk of the City of Ridgecrest a
permit t o do so .

gection 4. Application for such permit must be made on
forms to be f ur ni s he d by the City Clerk of the said City, and
whi ch contains the following;

A. The particular place including t he s t r ee t number of
said establishment , pl a ce or room whe r e s uch game is
to be conducted or carried on .

B. The name of the owner or owners , or lessee or lessees
where the game is to be carried on a t said location ;
and if any person other than the persons above named
have charge of , conduct or manage s aid games , the
name of said person who shall conduct or manage same ,
and the extent of his authority .

C. Said application must further s t ate that if a permi t
be granted thereon that said establishment, place ,
room or premises , shall be open f or inspection at
all times by the Chief of Police or any regularly
appointed police officer of said City at any time , and
that all laws of the State of Cali fornia and ordinances
of t he City of Ridgecrest relating thereto shall be
complied with .

Section 5 .
shall refer the
as to the moral

Upon receiving such appLf.cert.Lon the City Clerk
same to t he Chief of Police for investigation
character of the applicant and whether the pr o-
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posed location is a suitable and proper place for conducting the
said ga me, who s hall repor t thereon, withi n such t i me as is
practic a bl e. I n t he event the a p p l i c a tio n is deni ed, t he City
Cle rk s ha ll so info r m applicant by letter, setting fo rth the
basis o f the deni a l . Such letter may be sent by r egular mail
t o a ppli c ant's mai l i n g address shown upon his a ppli cation ,
within 1 0 days aft e r t he dat e o f mai ling of sai d letter by the
City Clerk , applican t ma y fi le a written appe a l wi th the City
Cle r k of such den ial . I f such a wr itte n ap pea l is filed , the
mat t e r shall be s e t for heari ng be f o r e the Ci ty Council within
30 days of t he date of fi ling of the appeal . The City Counc i l
s h a l l , at s uc h hearing, receive testimony from the applicant
and ma y receive such other testimony or evidence which it deems
a d visab l e. The City Council shall then determine whe ther to
sus t a i n t he de c i s i o n of the City Cl e r k or not. The decision of
t h e Cit y Counc i l shall be final . Applicant shal l be mailed a
notice of the t ime and place of the hearing before t he Ci t y
Council o f h i s appeal.

Sec t i on 6. The permit provided for in this ordinance
shall be gra nt e d and accepted with the express understanding
and agre ement t hat the Coun c i l of the City of Ridgecrest may
re voke the same at any time if any of the terms or conditions
of the s ame have been violated, or if the same was obtained
by fraud ulent representations, or it is shown to the satisfaction
of the Coun c i l that said game , or said establishment, place
or room i s conducted in an unlawful manner , or that same is
detrime ntal to the social peace or public morals of the community;
provide d, h owe ve r , that the holder o f said permit may appear
before t he Coun c i l in his own behalf, but the Council shall
be the judge of the sufficiency of the charges of what is
detrimen tal t o t he s ocial peace or pUblic morals, and the
de cis i on of said Co un c i l thereof shall be conclusive .

Section 7. ~ach permit shall be granted and accepted
upo n the f urtner understanding and agreew~nt that all the
t erms. pro visio n s and regulations contained in this ordinance
a s t he same now is or may hereafter be amended, shall be
fU l ly complied with.

Section 8. All permits granted hereunder shall expire
on the 1st day of January next succeeding the date of issue,
un l ess it is revoked or surrendered prior to said date; the
same s ha l l not be ass'gnable, but upon the sale or transfer
of s aid b usiness the City Clerk, may upon application therefor ,
issue a new permit to the purchaser of said business upon
the same terms and conditions that the original permit was
issued.

Sect ion 9. Any person, firm or corporation violating
any of the provisions of this ordinance or failing to comply
with any of the terms or regUlations contained herein. shall
be g uilt y of a mi s d eme a no r and upon conViction thereof shall
be puni s hable by a fine not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars
( $500 . 00), o r by i mprisonment i n the Co un t y Jail of Kern
County fo r a period not exceeding ninety (90) days or by both



such f ine and imprisonment.

Section 10 . Each dealer of each game as he r e in de f ined
is requir ed to regist er wi t h the Chief of Police or appropria t e
City offi c i a l as defined by the Council .

Section 11 . If any section, sub-section. sentence , claus e
or phrase of this or dinance is held t o be un cons t i t ut i onal or
inva lid . such decis i on s hall not affect the remaini ng portion
of this ordinance . The City Council hereby declares that i t
wou l d have passed thi s ordinance , and each s e c t i on and sub­
section thereof , irrespective of the fact t ha t any one or mor e
of the sections , SUb-sections. sentences, clauses or phr as es
be declared unconst i t ut i onal and i nvalid .

Section 12 . This ordinance shall be come effective t hirty
( 30 ) days from and after t he date of its passage .

I he reby certi f y t hat t he foregoing ordi nance was pas s ed
and adopted by the Council of the Ci t y of Ridgecrest at a
r-eguLar- meeting ther e of held on the 16th day of Ap r il
196Q. by the following vote:

AYES: GILMER , J ULES , KRA US , WEBB , HUGO

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ATTEST:


