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ORDINANCE NO. 174

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF RIDGECREST ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE UNI­
FORM WIRING CODE, 1968 EDITION REGULATING THE
INSTALLATION, ARRANGEMENT, ALTERATION, REPAIR,
USE AND OPERATION OF ELECTRIC WIRING, CONNECTIONS,
FIXTURES, AND OTHER ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES ON PRE­
MISES WITHIN THE CITY OF RIDGECREST, PROVIDING
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS AND COLLECTION OF
FEES THEREFOR; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION THEREOF, REPEALING ALL OTHER ORDINANCES
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That certain documents, three (3) copies of each of
which are on f~le in the office of the City Clerk of the City of
Ridgecrest, being marked and designated "Uniform Wiring Code, 1968
Edition, prepared and published by the Southern California Chapter of
the International Association of Electrical Inspectors," be and the
same is hereby adopted as the wiring code of the City of Ridgecrest
for the protection of the public health and safety, and requiring a
permit for the installation, arrangement, alteration, and repair of
electric wiring, connections, fixtures, and appliances, placing
responsibility for enforcement in the Building Official, establishing
minimum regulations and operation of electric wiring, connections,
fixtures, and other electrical appliances on premises within the City
of Ridgecrest, providing penalties for violations of this code, and
each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and
terms of such "Uniform Wiring Code, 1968 Edition,1I on file in the
office of the City Clerk is hereby referred to, adopted and made a part
hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance.

Section 2. Whenever the term IIElectrical Safety Engineer" is
used ~n the On~form Wiring Code, such term shall be construed to mean
the Building Official of the City of Ridgecrest or his duly authorized
representative.

Section 3. Section 90.6 of the Uniform Wiring Code, 1968 Edition,
shall be changeo to read as follows:

"90.6. Service disconnects, where permitted inside a
building, shall be located in a space, readily accessible,
and nearest the entry of the service conductors into the
building, with the approval of the Fire Department,
Building Department, and Utility Company. II

Seceion,j.4j,." section 140.5 of the Uniform Wiring Code, 1968 Edition,
shall be changed to read as follows:

11140.5 Duplex Dwelling. Combined minimum service requirements
ahall be:

Raceway--l~ trade size
Conductors--3 No. 1 AWG
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Switches--lOO ampere or
Circuit Breaker--lOO ampere for each unit
Service entrance conductors shall have a current carrying
capacity sufficient to carry the load."

Section 5. Section 150.11 of the Uniform Wiring Code, 1968
Edition, shall be changed to read as follows:

"150.11 Flexible Metal Conduit, two or more residential
units, from power supply to breaker box for each unit. II

Section 6. Section 150.12 of the Uniform Wiring Code, 1968
Edition, shall be changed to read as follows:

"150.12 Nonmetallic Sheathed Cable, all residences, from
individual residential unit breaker box, except that there
shall be installed in every new installation a one-inch
(I") raceway from the panel to the range location and a
three-quarter inch (3/4") raceway from the panel to the
attic for spare.

(a) Ground Continuity. Nonmetallic Sheathed Cable
shall contain a grounding conductor within its
sheath.

(b) Protection. Nonmetallic w1r1ng methods shall not
be installed as exposed wiring; they shall be
totally enclosed within walls or attics. Attics
containing mechanical equipment or storage areas
shall have nonmetallic wiring guarded. (See
National Electrical Code definition.)

(c) Unfinished Rooms. Nonmetallic wiring methods
shall not be used in unfinished rooms.

(d) Underfloors. Nonmetallic wiring methods shall
not be installed in underfloor areas of
ground floors.

(e) Box Connectors. Nonmetallic w1r1ng systems shall
be secured to boxes and enclosures. Nonmetallic
boxes may be used without cable clamps or connectors
if cable is supported within 8" of the box.

(f) Bends. All bends and other handling shall be such
that the protective covering of nonmetallic sheathed
cable will not be torn or injured.

(g) Joints & Splices. Nonmetallic sheathed cable shall
be installed in continuous lengths. Joints and
splices shall be made only in outlet or junction
boxes or other approved enclosures.

(h) Surface Extensions. Wiring devices approved for use
with special cable, without outlet boxes, shall be
used only for the extension of existing outlets and
circuits.
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Section 7. Commerc i al a nd Industr i al, all interior wi r i ng
shall b e installed i n approved r a c eway s .

Section 8 . Ordina n c e No. 51 is hereby repealed.

Section 9 . If any s ubsect ion , sen tence , c l a use o r phrase o f
this ordinance is, f or a ny r e a son, held to b e unconstitutional , s uch
deci s ion s ha l l not af f e ct the v a l i d i ty of the r emaining portions of
thi s ordinance. The City Cou nc i l o f the sa i d City hereby declare s
that it wou l d have pas s e d this ordinanc e, a nd each sect i on , s ub-section ,
c lau se or phra se there of, irrespec t ive o f t he fact that anyone or more
sec t ions , s ub- sec t i ons , sentences , c lauses a nd phrases may be dec lared
unconstitutional by a ny cour t o f competen t jurisdiction .

Sec t i on 10. Any p e r s on , firm, o r cor p o rat i on v iolat i ng any of
the provisions o f thi s o r dinance s ha l l be guilty o f a mis d emean or and
may be puni shed by a fine of not mor e t han five hundred dollar s
($500 .00) or by imprisonment in the County Jail, Kern County, f or a

period o f not more than s ix ( 6) months o r b y both such fin e and im­
pr i s onmen t . Ea ch s uch p e r son, firm, or corporat ion shall be deemed
gui l ty of a separate o ffense f or e ach day , or portion thereof, dur ing
wh i c h any s uch vio lat ion of a ny of the provi sio n s o f this ordinanc e
i s commi t t ed c on t i nued o r per mi t ted , by s uch person, firm or corpo r a t i on ,
as h erein provided.

Se ction 11. That the City Clerk s hal l c ertify to the adopt i on of
this ord ina nc e a nd c aus e the same t o b e published a s r e quired by l aw.

Se ction 1 2.
day o f November

Thi s o r dinanc e s ha l l b e c ome e ffe c tive on the
, 1 97 2 .

1 9t h

ADOPTED AND APPROVED t h i s
1972, by the following vote:

19th Oc t obe r

AYES :

NOES :

ABSENT:

ATTES T : ' -

/

Mayor Smith , Co un c i l men Fox , Shacklett, a nd Wi lson.

No ne

Councilman Met tenburg

J) .
/1 \ .L:.,~~ ~ .~l,

• I KENNETH M. SMI TH, Mayo r

R. HECK, Ci ty Clerk


