
ORDINANCB NO . 17

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST
PROVIDING FOR RAB IES CONTROL AND FOR
THE CONTROL AND REGULATION OF CERTAIN

ANI~S wITHIN SAID CITY

The Ci.ty Council of the City of Ridgecres t does ordain as fol lows :

Section 1. Public Pound. A public pound is he r e by
authorized and establ ished 1n t he City o f Ridgecres t und e r the
direction and cont rol of t he hea l th o f f i c e r of sai d city .

Section 2 . AJ2pointment of He alth Offic~r '. The Ci t y Counci l
of t he C1ty o f Ridgecres t may a ppo1nt o r des l.gnate the Health
Officer of the Count y of Kern o r any ot h e r off icer or offic ial
of s aid County to perform a ny duty called f or i n this or d i n an c e ,
at i ts discretion .

Section 3. Dut¥ of He a l t h Off icer. It shal l be the
duty of the health o~cer to ~ke and have charge of t he pub l i c
pound and to take and impound all ani ma l s f oun d at large upon
any street , sidewalk, lane , a l ley o r othe r p ub l i c or unclosed
place within the City of Rid gecrest , e xc ept dogs wh i c h have been
r e gu l a r l y licensed an d v ac cinated a s req ui red by law, a nd also
e xc e pt i ng dogs under t he age of s ix months fas t ened securel y
by a chain , rope or leash o r c onfined within the private pr operty
of their owners ; and it shall b e his duty to take and i mpoun d
a l l dogs found in any place wi thin t he c i ty wh ich a re being
kept or maintained contrary t o t he p rov i sions of t h i s o rdin ance .

Section 4. Dogs - Licensing Required . It s hall be unlaw
f u l f o r any per son own ing , harbor i n g o r havi ng t he c are , custody
or possession of a ny dog to keep or maintain a ny s u ch dogs
i n any place in the city , unless suc h dog is l i censed as pr.ovided
herein. This section shall ha ve no a ppli c a tion t o do gs under t he
age of six months fastened secur e l y by a cha i n, rope or leas h
or confined within the private prope rty of their owners.

Section 5. Dogs - Vaccination Re<ju i r e d . It shal l b e
unlaWful for any person own ing, har bor1ng or having t he c a re ,
custody or possession of any dog to keep or maintain any such
dog in any place in the city, unless such dog has be e n vac
cinated as required by thi s section , excep t i n g d ogs under the
age of six months fastened securely by a c hain , rope o r leash
or confined within the private property o f t heir owners and
excepting dogs exempted f rom the r e quir ement o f vacc i nation by
reason of the l i ke l i h ood of s eri o us i n jury as herein pr ovided .

Section 6. No Licensin With out Vaccinatin. The license
collector s a not 1cens e any og u ntl. ~ t a s e en vaccinated
with canine rabies v a c c i ne by i njection or other method approved
by the health officer d uring t he cale ndar yea r fo r which i t is
licensed, and the owner or person i n posses sion o f t he same submits



a "ertificate f r om a licens e d ve terinar i an i s s ued wa cni.n
the pr e c e d i ng six t y days stat i n g that in h i s o p i n Lon the r a b i e s
vaccination wouLd be likely to seriously injure the dog. Any
dog so excepted from rabies vaccination shall be res·tricted to
the enclosed yard of the owner or person in possession of the
same except whe n held upon a chain, rope or leash. Any viola
tion t hereof by the owner or person in possession of such shall
be unlawful.

Sect i o n 7. Vaccinationi Performance. Said vac cination
shall be performe d by any July qualified anu licensed physician
or vete r i narian. This person may be hereinafter referred to as
the ·vaccinator. ft The vaccinator shall issue to the owner or
person in possession of said dog a certificate of vaccination .

Section 8. License Fee - A~ount. On or after the 1st
day of January, 1964, every person, f irill o r corporation
own i ng or main t ain i n g a dog or dogs in the city, excepting
Liogs unde r t he age of six months, as provided herein: shall pay
t o the l icense collector an annual license fee of Two and 50/100
($2.50) Dollars for each such dog.

Section 9. License Fee - \'/hen Due. 'l'he license fee pro·
videu in this ordinance shall be due and payable on the 1st day
of January of each year, or as soon thereafter as any dog sub
ject thereto is brought into the city, or wherievex any dog
exempted under Section 8 hereof reaches the a ge of six months:
and the same shall be charged against and be payable by t he said
miner or the person having the care, custody and control or who
has in his possession or harbors said dog , as aforesaid.

Section 10. Dog License Tag. Upon exhibition of the
proper c e r t i f i c a t e of vaccination or a proper certificate of
exe mptio n from vaccination and payment of the license fee , there
shall be <lelivered to the person making such payment a metal
tag, with the number and year stamped or cut thereon, and wor<.1s
·Dog Tag" stamped thereon, which dog tag shall be securely
fastened to a collar or harness must be worn at all times by the
dog for which the tag was issued. If the dog is exempted from
vaccinati on, t he dog tag shall have a <listinguishing mark as
evidence of such fac t. Said tag while attacheu to a do~'s collar
or harness s hall be prima facie evidence that the dog for
which the same was issued has been licensed during tile calenLiar
year for which sai<l tag was issue<l and has been vaccinate<l or
is exempt from the requirement of vaccination.

Section 11. Do s Without License Tags. If any <log is
foun ~n or upon any p ace ~n the c~ty w~t out having an
o f f i c i a l tag attache<.1 to i\:s collar or harness as required by
t his ordinance, said dog shall be presumed a stray dog and not
to have been vaccinated or licensed as required by law. ~he

Health Officer , his deputies or assistants and also any person
employed for that purpose by the City of Ri<lgecrest must and
are hereby authorized and empowered to capture any unlicensed
stray dog which is found running at lar ge in or upon any place
within t he City of Ridgecrest and confine such dog at the public
po und. In the event that t he animal appears to be free from
rabies an<l the owner desires to claim s a i d animal it shall be
returned to him upon his paying to the City the cost of obtaining



- 3 -

an o f fic ial vacc i nation and lice nsing tDg for such a n i ma l, i f
s uch animal has not been vaccinated before seizure, and upon the
payment o f s uch o t h e r fees as are l:ereafter provided in thi s
o r dinance. In t he e vent tile owner does not claim the said a n imal
wi t hin t hr e e day s af ter seizure and in tile eve nt the cit y continues
t o hold the possess ion , t he city may deliver the dog t o a ny
o t her person d e s i ring t h e a nima l upon his payin'J the fees as
provi d e tl for in t h is o r dinance , or the city may otherwise dispos e
of o r destroy t he doc; in a h uma n e manner . lilly officer or otilor
person captur i n g and hol Jin g a Jog under the provisions of this
secti o n shall make r e a s o n a i.J l e effort t o locat~ and noti:y the
owner thereo f t ha t the ani.nal is being held a t the public pound
and may be r eclai:nel! uy him ·.-l i t h i n il period of three <.lays f ro.n
the <.late of s eizure, a s proviu eu herein .

Sect ion 12 . Lost License Ta. ~henever a dog t a g i ssue<.l
f or tlC c urrent c a en ' a r year has been lost or taken or stolen
by parti e s unknown to tile owner or person having the care ,
CclstO<.l y o r contro l o f t he d og for which the same was issue u , such
ownez o r per son having sai<.l care, custody or control of such d o q
.na y , upon t he payment o f f ifty cents and exhduL tien of his cert i 
ficate of vac c i n a t ion or of exemption from v a c c ina t i on of s uch
dog , and o n ma k i n g and s ubscribing to an a f fi d a v i t of such los s
of s uch t a g, r e c e i v e f r o m the license collect or a d up lica t e t ag
for t he r e ma i ning portion of t he calendar ye ar f or whi ch t he
origi nal dog tag was i s s ue d.

Section 1 3. License Collec tor - Enfor~ement De putie s.
The IIc e n s e c o l l e c t o r may Jeput~ze wi t hout compensation t h e
health officer , o r any <.leputy or agent the r eof , o r a ny d u l y
q ua l i f i e d and licensel! physician o r veterinarian to licens e
any dog , coll e c t the license fee thereon illld i ssue to t he person
paying s aid fee the dog tag he r e i n provided o r , at the same
time said dog is va c c i n a t e d lvith canine rabies v a c c ine a nd a
certificate o f vaccination i s is sued , or a t t he 's a me time t h a t
said dog is given a certificate o f exemption f rom such vac cinati on .
lmy person s o authorized by the license collector to per f orm
the afore me n tioned acts shall account to the license collector
not less than once each month for all d o g s s o licensed and
a l l l icense fees collected. The City Clerk of the City of i<itlge 
crest is des ignated as the License Collector .

Section 14 . Confinement of 1)0'\15 Seizet.l. l lDy <.log take n
up and i mpounded by the health offl.cer by reason of no vacc i na
tion during the c a l e nd a r year shall be separately confined i n a
safe p l a ce. It shall be tho duty of the health officer to
cause any dog suspected o f having rabios to be examined by a
Li.cen s a d veterinarian t o determine wne t.he r or not it is a f fl i c t e d
with rabies .

Secti o n 15 . Animals - Symptoms of Rabies . ;'1henever the
owner o r person hav1ng the custody or possess10n of an animal
shall obs erve or learn t h a t such animal shows s ymptoms of
r a b i e s, o r a c ts in a manner wh i ch would lead to a r e a s ona b le



SuspJ.cJ.on that it may h a ve rab i es , such owner or person having
the custody o r possession o f such animal shall i~~ediately

notify the h eal t h o ff i c e r . 'rhe health officer shall cause an
ins pect i on or examinatio n of such animal 1.:0 be made by a licensed
ve ter i n a ria n until the existence or non-existence of rabies in
such a ni ma l is e s t a b lishe d to the satisfaction of such veterinarian.

Se c tio n 1 6 . Repo rts o f Dog Biting. Any person owning ,
possessing or harboring any dog that bftes a ny person and any
person b i t t en by such dog may report the same to the heal t h
officer , who shall place said dog unde r regu l a t i on and q uarantine
f or such time a s may be required by Stat e law or t he r ule s and
regulations of the state Department of Pub l ic Health. Said
regulati on or quarantine may be h ad at the home of the owner or
possessor o f s a i d dog or at such other place a s may be d e sig n ated
by the health officer, and s a i d dog shall be kept s ecur e l y
enclosed and under strict observation.

Section 17. When-
ever a ny anJ.ma s a e J.tten y ano e r anJ.ma suspec ted of
having rabies , the owner or person having t he c ustody or posses
sion o f the a nimal so bitten shall , upon being infonned thereof,
notify the health officer and either kill s uch animal or quaran
tine it and keep it confined or tied up for su.ch time as may be
required by State law o r the rules and regu lations of the State
Department of Public Health 1 and the health o fficer shall hav e
power , in his discretion , to quarantine the a nimal so bitten i n
case the owner o r person having custody o r po s ses s i o n thereof
shall fail t o do so immediately o r i n c ase he i s not readi ly
acce s s i b l e .

Section 18. Disposition of Animal with Rab i e s . If i t
shall appe a r to t he health offJ.cer from t he r e p o r t o f a lice~sed
veterinarian that an animal is afflicted wi th rabies , he sha l l
kill and destroy such animal forthwith and/or shall take such
o ther action as in his d i s c r e t i o n he deems necessary to prevent
t he spread of such d i s e a s e .

Section 19 . Handling of Vicious Dogs . I f it shall be
determJ.ned by the health o£ EJ.cer , af ter gL v ing the o r der of
quarantine mentioned in Section 7 that the said dog is a
vicious dog , although not afflicted with r abi e s, the he a l t h
officer shall thereupon o rder the person who owns or has the
custody o f s a i d dog to keep the said dog at all times secure l y
fastene d by chain or securely confined wi thi n the private
property of s uc h owner or person having the custody of said
dog, o r keep said dog in such manner as said health officer
shall direct, to prevent it from biting or having the o ppo r 
t unity of biting any person , including persons lawfully on the
premise s where said dog is so fastened o r confined , un t i l f u r 
t he r order o f the health officer.

Sec t i on 20. Violation of Order on Vicious Dog . Any
violatfon, by the saJ.d owne r or person havJ.ng custody of said
dog, of the said order o f the health officer shall be unlawful .
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Se c t i on 2 ' . Vicious Do 5 - Wha~ Are. _.n determ 'ning

whe t ner or not a dog ~s Vrc~OUSI the hea th o f fi cer s ha ll be
guided by the f ollowing: (a) Whether or not the said dog has
bitten any per s on or pArs ons at any time o~her than the occasion
which gave r i s e to the operation of Section 19, (b) The circum
stances s urrounding th~ occasion indicating the temper or
ferocity of the s aid d og ; (c) The reputation of the said dog
in the community in r ega r d t o i t s temper and ferocity~ and (d)
its gene ral menace to ~he pub l ic. This section shall be operative ,
even though t he dog i n ques tion has been vaccinated and licensed
as requir e d by thi s o r d i n ance .

Section 22. Tre atment and Record of Animals Seized. The
health o f f i cer s h a l i keep a true and faithful record of the n~~e
and descri pt i on of a ll animals taken into his custody, with the
date of the i r i mpo und i ng and the date and manner of their
disposition. lIe s hall provide t he necessa_y subsistence for
animals while in h is custody and sha1 not alter, nor suffer
t o be a ltered, any mark or brand thereon , and s ha l l not suffer
cruel t rea t me n t t here o f .

Section 23 . Dis os i t i on o f Animals other t han Do sand
Cats - Not~ y~ng Owner . A an~ma s, o t 1e r tlan ogs an cats
a nd exce p t animals a f f e c t e d wi th rabies , taken into custody of
t he healt h offi cer , i f not reclaimed within twenty-four (24)
hours t her eaf ter, ma y be sold by the health officer, after
giv ing at l e a s t t hree (3) daysc notice of suc h sale. The
noti c e shall desc r i be the animal and shall state the time and
~lace o f s a l e and shall be posted at the Courthouse door and at
the e n trance to the pound. A copy of said notice shall be mailed
at least t hr e e ( 3) days in advance of the sale to the owner or
person f ormerly in possession or control of said animal at his
residenc e or p l a c e of business, ' f known to the health officer .

Section 2 4 . Sale of Animals. At the time advertised the
health o f ficer shall sell all the animals , so advertised, at
public auction to the highest bidder, for cash. If no bid is
offered f or t he animals ~ the health officer shall dispose of them
by private sale : g i f t or destroying them. The health officer
shall no t knowi ng l y make a gift of or sell any animal, including
dogs and cats , to any person or institution to be used f or
experimental 0 laboratory purposes.

Section 25 . Di s pos t i on of Proceeds of Sale. Th e p r o
ceeds o f s uc h s a l e : after f irs t deducting fees and charges of
the health off i c e r , incl ding costs of sale, s ha l l be pa i d by
the heal t h off i cer to the treasurer of the City o f Ridgecrest p

who shall pay t hem over to the owners of such animals sold
upon a warrant or der e d by the City Council if claimed within s i x
months t hereafter. If not 50 claimed, said proceeds s hal l be
transferred by the treasurer into the general fund of the City.

Se c t i on 26. Re d emp t i on of Anirna~s by OWners. The owner ,
or pe rson entitled to the control o f any an~maI ~mpounded, may
at a ny t i me befor e the sale or other disposition t hereof redeem
t he same by paying t he health officer a ll fees and charges
t he reon, and , if a do g , by arranging for t he vacc ination of said
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dog \.:i th canine r a b i e s I unless the dog is exempted ther efrom as
herein provided, an d paying the license f ee therefor" i n addi 
tion , if said dog has not been licensed duri n g the current
calendar year.

Section 27. Costs of Redemption. The health offic9 r
shan charge and collect the follm:Ting fee s and charges from
pereons redeeming animals impounded:

A. F::>r any animal, e xcepting dogs , the sum of Two Dol lar s
($2.00) ;

B. Fo r each dog ~ except as herein ochezwi.a e provid e(1(
the sum of One Dollar ($1.00);

c. For each vicious dog, the Sllin o f Fiv e Dollar s ( $ 5. 00);

D. Foz' each female dog in heat ~ the fir s t time a ny such
dog is redeemed, the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) ; for the
second and any suCsequent t i me a y s uch dog is - ~deemed~

the sum of Fi ve Dolla r s ( $5. 00 ) ~

E. For keeping every animal per d a y .. Fifty Cents ($ . 50) .

Section 28. D~position o~ I n f irm Ani mals . (a ) It s hall
be unl awf u l for any person to W~ i u l y abandon o r t u r n l o o s e to
run a t large any animal unfi t f or further use , by dis e a s e , o l d
age or injury; (b) Whenever a ny animal, e xcept a d og p is t aken
up for impounding~ which by r e a s on o f age , d isease o r other
i n fi rmi t y is unfit for further ls e or d a n gerous t o b e leept
impoun de d , the h e a lth officer s hall within t wen t y fou hours
there a f t e r des t roy such animal.

Section 29 .. Offenses Resisting Actions of He a lth Of f ice r.
Any person resc ing or a t t emp t ing to r escue any anima l f rom
the health offi cer, whi l e about to convey t h e same to the
pound ~ or in any way , directly or i ndirectly, removing or
delivering the same from said pound t or f r om t h e possession o f
said health o f f i c e r , or causing or enabling the same to e scap e
therefrom, shall be deemed guilty of a misdea e a nor.

Section 30. Disposition of Dead Animals on ~1ner · s Req ues t .
The nealth officer may , in his d iscretion, upon t h e request
of any owner or possessor of any dead animal which was k e p t
or maintained in the City of Ridgecr est immediately pr ior to i t s
death , to forthwith bury or destroy the same , o r caus e the same
to be buried or destroyed, f o r which services he shall c ha r g e
and collect the following fee s:

A. For animals weighing 500 or more pounds, each $1 5 . 00;

B. For animals \tleighing 300 pounds or more, but unde r
500 pounds, each $10 .00 ,

C. For animals weighing 100 po und s or more, but under
300 pounds, each $5 .00 ;

D. fo r a nimals weighin g under 1 00 pounds ~ each $1 . 50 .
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Nothing in this section shall be const~ued 50 as to require
the health officer to bur y or destroy any dead animals or cause
the same t o be buried or d~stroyed or to r equi r e the health
officer t o transport any dead animals to a place of disposal .

Thi s sect ion shall have no application t o animals used for
the purpos e of making any test or pe r f ormi ng any expe r iments
in a doc t or' s or dentis~ office, hospital or laboratory or
any simi lar of f i ce , institution, or gani za t i on or place.

Sec t i on 31. Di s tos i t ion of Dead Animals Found on Public
Roads. It s haH be he duty of the health of fl ce r whenever it
comes t o his knowledge that any dead animal is upon any of the
public str ee ts , a l l eys , sidewalks or other public places within
the City, to orde r the owner or person, who had possession or
control of such animal while alive, to bur y or destroy the same
in the manne r he r e i n provided. In the event the ffi1ner, or person
who had posse s s ion or control of the animal whi le alive, f ails
to bury or des t roy t he s ame , as herein provided, after being
so ordered by t he health officer, the health of f i ce r is hereby
authorized t o employ any person or pe r sons to bury or de s t r oy
s a i d animal or animals, at a cost not in excess of the fees
herein provided , and he shall col l ect said fees f r om the owner
or per son f ormerly having had pos s e s s i on or control 9f such
animal or ani mals. I n the event the owner or person having
had posse ssion or control of the animals is unknown , t he health
officer i s hereby expres s l y authorized to employ any person or
persons t o remove s a i d animal at a cost not in excess of the
char ge s s pecified in Section 30 hereof, which costs shall be
a charge agains t the City.

Section 32 . Offenses, Failure to Di s ose of Dead Animal.
It s a e un aw u or an owne r or person W o r av ng ate
posses s i on or control of any animal while alive to place the
body of such ani ma l after its death, or cause or permit it to
be placed or t o knowi ngl y allow or permit the same to remain,
in or upon any pub l i c street. alley, sidewalk, lane or other
public place.

Se c t i on 33. Of fenses: Failure t o Furnish Information.
Any person owning, or hav1 ng the care , custody or cont r ol of ,
any dog i n the City of Ridge cres t , who wilfully refuses. fails
or negle c t s to fur n ish to the health off i ce r , license collector
or any duly qualified and l icensed physic i an or veterinarian
authorized to vac c inate and license dogs and collect t he license
fees t he r eon. as pr ovi ded herein, the information necessary
to proper l y vaccinate and license s uch dog , or who shall resist.
hinder or prevent the hea l t h off i ce r or any o f his assistants
in t he exerci s e of hi s duties, or who fails, neglects or refuses
t o pay t he license fee at the t ime and i n the manne r herein
providedJ or who violates any of the provi s ions of this chapter
declared to be unlawful , sha l l be gui l t y of a misdemeano r and
shall be punished upon convicti on ther eof . by a f ine of not exceeding
$500. 00 or by impri s onment i n the Count y Jail for not exceeding
s i x months , or by bot h such fine and imprisonment. .
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Section 3'!. lie",l t h Of fice r s : ,' u t ho];i t y t o i·.ccept. Vaccination
Charges. The he alth off i ce r , h i.u <.Iepu t ies and assistants anu 
any otne r pe rson employe<.l 1>y the City of Hid 'Je c r e s t f o r enforcin'j
t ile prov i s i ons o f t his ordinance , as referred t o i n Se c tion 11,
a r e author i zed to a c c e pt ancl receive charges for vaccination
of a clo'J when the amount of saicl charge is offered to them
uy the owne r of the <log whe n he desires to claim saicl ani:nal
wncn i t is capturecl uncler said section, either before or a f t er
uein'J taken to the pound , and shall issue a se;>arate anu
offic i a l receipt for sai<.l charges collectecl to the person
pay i n'] the;n.

Section 35. Amount of Vaccination Charges. The sum o f
$1. 50 constitutes an esti:nate of the probable charge by a
vac c i na t o r for the vaccination of each <log hereunuer and sa i<.l
sum i s fixe<.l as the amount of char'je to be co l l e c t e <l for said
vaccina t i on by the o fficials enforcing provisions of Section
11 , whe n t he owner clesires to claim an animal under t he ci r c um
stanc e s mentione<l i n said Section .

Se c t i on 36. Deposit of Sums Collected in City Treasury .
1\11 sums r eceived by t he health o f fice r , c.lcput ies and ass i s t an t s
a ncl oy any other authorizeu person enforcing the provisions
of Section 11 for costs of vaccination shall 1>e ueposited i n
t he City Treasury forthwith.

Se c t i on 37. Recei t to Author ize Vaccination. 'I'he receipt
referre to lon Sectloon 3 S la contalon a statement t ha t i f t he
owner of the do'] s ecures the vacc i na t i on o f t he clog oy a vac
c i na t or i n this City anu surrenders sai<.l r e ce i p t t o the vac
cina tor , said person , i f he accepts said receipt i p payment of
chaxqe s for vaccin a t i on o f s aid d0'J, may r e i miJ urs e himse l f f ro,n
the City o f Rid']ecrest for said charges, not 00 exceecl the
amount t herein proviued . If.::l vaccinator a c cepts s a i u receipt
in pa yment , he shal l not make any othe r c naz -je for sai<l vaccina
tion for such uog .

Section 38. Reimbur semen t o f Vaccinator . The vacc inator
a cceptlong the receIpt re ferrell to ~n Se ction 31 , upon pre sen tin~
his c laim to the City Council accompanied by saiu recei pt and
approvecl oy the Health Of f i ce r, f o r the charges f or saiu vacc i na
t i oll, shall be enti tlecl t o pa yment from the City Treasury f or
the amount of said charge , not exceeuing t he amoun t; of mone y as
t o each dog for v/hi c h said receipt wa s issued.

Section 39 .
become effect~ve

its passage .

Or di na nce Effective . This ordinance shall
thirty (30) days from and a fte r the dat e of



I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was passed
and adopted by the Council of the City of Ridgecrest at a
regular meeting thereof held on the .,;) 72 day of 'Q/j~
1964, by the following vote:

AYES; HUGO , DUGUID , GILMER , JULES , WEBB

NOES: ! one

ABSENT: None

Mayor

ATTEST:

~ik;(~~£{)~ '
'/I,


