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ORDI .L l...~..NC~ 1'10 . 15

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST
ESTABLISHING A BUSINESS LICENSE LAW

The City Council of the Ci t y of Ridgecrest doe s orda i n as follo\15 :

Section 1 . Defi n i tions. The word ·person D when us ed
here~n i ncludes a person doing business under a f i cti t i ous
name, and als o incl udes associations of individuals, partner
ships, c l ubs , firms and corporations. Tha word nbusiness n is
defined to be that whi c h occupies the time , attention, and
labor of man for purpose of livelihood or profit. The term
adoing busine s s " i s defined t o mean t he exercise of some of
the func t ions, or t he carr y i ng on, of bus i ness t o the extent
of pe r formance of a n a c t givi ng rise to some lega l obl i ga t i on ,
except t hat it shall also include acts which are compensated
or remunerated for, in whole or in part, by donations or con
tributions i n due course, where they are the chief source of
said l i velihood or pr of i t .

Secti on 2. It shall be un lawf.ul for any person to main
tain, conduct , carryon, or corr~ence to maintain, conduct or
carr7 on within the City of Ridgecrest any business for which
a license i s by this Ordinance required, without f i r s t having
obtained a license so to do as herein provided.

Se c t i on 3. No license for any of the businesses herein
specified shall be issued until it shall be found that the
place for which it is issued , and the purposes and methods of
conducting such business conform to all the laws, ordinances
and health and f ire r e gUl a t i ons applicable thereto.

Sec t i on 4. Any person desiring to establish , open, keep,
maintain, conduct or carryon a business specified i n this
Ordinance, whether singularly or in combination with other
businesses, whether specified in this Ordinance or not, shall
f irst prcccre from the City of Ridgecrest a license to do so ,
and for the pur po s e of procuring such license, said person shall
file an appl ication in writing theref or wi t h the Ci t y of Ri dg e c r e s t ,
which soid a pplication s hall contain the following infor mation :

h The name and place of residence of the applicant or
applicant s if a natural person or persons , and the
name and place of business of the applicant, if a
corporation.

B. The exact locaticn of the particular place and premises
i n which it is proposed to establish, open, manntain ,
or conduct such business , i f the same is t o be conducted
a t a fixed place of business , and the routes or territory
to be cove r e d , if such business is not to be maintained
at a fixed place of business .
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C. The nature and par ticular kind of business whLch it
is propos ed to c onduct under such license, especially
specifying a l l branches thereof, and if more than one
kind of business t hat is specified in t hi s Or dinance is
proposed t o be conducted , such application shall especia l l y
request tha t the license include each ldnd of business
by this Or d i nance r e quired t o be licensed tha t the
applicant desire s t o operate.

D. A statement t hat t he applicant or applicants are t he
only persons i n any manne r interested i n conducting or
carrying on s uch busine s s .

, E. I f known to the applicant, a statement of the na~e

and addr e ss of the owne r or owners and the nw~es and
addresses of a ll lessees, of the premises.

F. A s tateme nt a s to whether any license or order
a uthorizing a l icense f ormerly issued to such applicant
or applicants, or any agent of them, or t o any person
interested in suc h business has ever been c ance l l ed or
r evoked by t he Ci t y of Ridg~crest .

G. I f the l i cens e applied for includes a business wherein
t he amount of stock in trade carried is material for the
purpose of fixing the amount of the license to be
paid , a s t ateme nt of the inventory value of the stock
i n t r ade on hand at the time of the application, if such
business has been previously conducted by the applicant7
and if s uch business ha s not been previous l y conducted
by t he applicant, a statement of the estimated inventory
value of the stock in trade to be carried during the term
f or which s uch l icense i s applied for.

Il. A s t a tement t hat t he applicant will not pe rmit or
suffer t he violation of any law or ordinance on the
premises on which such business is to be conducted, or
in connection with the business for which the license is
applied f or •

. I. The applicaiion for a license to conduct any exhibition,
cir cus , or carnival shall be accompanied with a deposit
of One-Hundr e d Dollars ($10 0.00) as a guarantee that
applican t shall, immediately upon the closing of such
exhi b i tion, c i r cus or carni val, clean all t r as h , paper s
and other refuse from the premi s e s used by the applicant
i n t he conduct of his bus i ness. Said sum s ha l l be
deposited in t he trust fund of the Cit y . In the event
said pr emi s e s are cleaned as required by t hi s Ordinance
t he Ci t y shall make its order on said trust fund to
ret ur n s aid depos i t to the applicant. In the event said
pr emises are not so cleaned, t he City s hall pr oceed to
have the same cleaned, and shall pay f or t he s ame out of
t he s um so deposited. Any amount over and above the cost
of such c l e aning shall. in such case, be deposited i n
t he gene r a l fund of t he City.



· .
-, 3 -

Section 5. Each app].i c a"i::ion f or the Lss uanca of l i ce ns e
unde r this Ordinance may i nclude more than one of the businesses
here i n speci f i ed , provided that such businest3es are all to be
conducted on the same premises , and each application for such
l i ce nse sha l l be verifi ed by the oath of the applicant or one
of the appl i c ant s if a natural per s on , or by t he oat h of one
of the offi cers of t he cor poration , if a corpor a tion , i n the
same manner as pl e adi ngs in c ivil act ons in this Sta t e are
r equir ed to be verified.

Sec t i on 6 . Upon t he fil i ng of such application for
license , t he City Cler k may make such investi gati on of said
applicati on as he may deem necessary. Thereafter the City
Clerk may gr ant or deny said application. In the e ve nt the
application is de ni ed , the City Clerk shall so inform applicant
by letter, setting forth the basis of the denial. Such letter
may be sent by r egular mail to applicants mailing address
sh own upon his appl i ca t ion . Within 10 days afte r the d ace of
mai ling of sai d letter by the Ci t y Cl e rk , applic ant may f ile
a wri t ten appeal with t he City Clerk of such denial. If such
appeal is filed , the matter shall be set for hearing before
t he City Council wi t hi n 30 days of the date of filing of t he
appea l. The City Council shall , at such hearing , receive
testimony from the applicant and may receive such other testi
mony or e vi de nce which it deems advisable . The City Council
shall t hen determine whether to sustain the decision of the
City Cler k or not. The decision of the City Council shall be
final . Applicant shall be mailed a notice of the time and
place of t he hearing before the Ci ty Counci l of his appeal .

Se cti on 7 . Sui.t ab l e application forms for original
a ppli ca t ions and renewal forms for renewals of existing licenses
shall be furn i shed by the office of the City Clerk. Any license
issued to an existing business by the County of Kern f or the
year 196 3 may be treated as a renewal by the City Clerk for
the year 1964 , a t the discretion of the City Clerk.

Section B. Said license shall distinctly specify that
the same is subject to suspension , cancellation or revocation
by t he City Council, and shall distinctl}' show its date of
expiration. said l icense shall be so pr e pa r ed that it may be
used as an annual license, certifying the payment of the full
annual l icense fee.

Section 9 . All licenses shall be i s s ued for the calendar
year, e xcept where otherwise specifically provided herein.
The entir e annual f ee shall be payable in advance at the time
of the i s s uance of the license . All licenses issued hereunder
are renewable on the first day of each calendar year, without
demand , and are delinquent if the fee therefor is not paid on or
before the 31st day of J anuary of the year in whi ch said fee
is due. All payments of f ees required by this Ordinance shall
be paid t o the Ci t y Clerk of the City of Ridgecrest at his
office a t the Ri dgecrest City Hall . Fees due hereunder for
the calendar year 1964 only s hall be due and payable on
February 2 0, 1964, and shall be delinquent if not pai d by
April 15, 1964 .
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Section 10. All licenses i ssued unde r this Ordinance
shal l be sUbJect to investigation, suspension, cancellation
and r evoca t ion , and each license shall contain a statement
t ha t said licens e is subject to investigation , suspension,
cancel l ati on or revocation, by the City Council .

Section 11. It shall be the duty of any person conduct i ng
a busines s under this Ordinance required to be licensed, to
post in a conspicuous place at his place of business, said
license granted t o sai d person for said business, and to keep
t he s ame posted unt i l its date of expir.ation, and then to
r emove the s ame, and it shall be unlawful for any such
licensee to conduc t or permit to be conducted the business
for whi c h s aid license has been issued, while such license is
not so posted. Every person having such a license and no t
havi ng a f i xed place of business, shall carry such license wi th
him at all t i me s while carrying on the business, exhibition
or occupat i on for which the same was granted. Every person,
firm or cor poration having a license under the provisions of
this Ordinance shall produce and exhibit t he same, when applying
f or a r e newal ther e of , and whenever requested to do so by any
peace off i cer or officer authorized to issue, i ns pec t or
collect l icenses. Every licensee oper a t i ng a vehicle or
vehi c les f rom which t he bus ine s s covered by said license is
conducted , shall keep pos t ed i n a conspicuous place on each
such vehicle a ce r t i f ica t e issued by t he Ci ty Cl e r k , setting
for th the name and add ress of said l icensee, the bus i ness
f or which s a i d ve hicl e is licensed, t he nUnwer of such license,
and the period f or which such license is issued.

Secti on 12. It shall be unlawful for any person to main
tain or carryon any business for which a license has been
previously i ssued until the annual license fee for the calendar
year i n which t he business i s being maintained or carried on ,
has been paid .

Section 13 . Any unpaid license fee or any w~ounts which
shall be by v i r t ue of this Or d i nance payable by any person
shall be recoverable in a civil action brought by the City
for such purpose.

Section 14. Any person violating any of the provisions
of tEis OrdInance or knowingly or intentionally misrepresenting
t o any offi cer or employee of this City any material fact in
procuri ng the license or permit herein provided for shall
be deemed gui lty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof
shall be puni s hab l e by a fine of not more than $500 .00 or by
imprisonment in the County Jail of the County of Kern for a
period of not more than 6 months , or by both such fine and
imprisonment.

Section 15. The City Council of the City of Ridgecrest
at any t i me may of its own motion cause an i nvestigation to
be made of any business for which a license has been issued
in accordance with the provisions of t his Ordinance , ~ld

shall for such pur pos e fix a time for t he hearing of a l l
matters in connection therewith , and shall give ten (10) days
notice in writing of such hearing to the person, f i rm, asso
c i a t i on , c l ub , or corporation aga i nst whom such compl aint has
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been maue , o f t he t ime a nu place of Buch he aring .

Section 16. If it s ho u ld a t s uch he a ring appe a r t o said
City Counc~l that t he pe rson, fi r m, a ssociation , clUb , or
corporation to whom a n y l i cen s c has been i ssued untier this
Ordinance , or any of t heir age nts , c lerks , servants, empLoyees ,
members, officers o r r e p r e s e nta t i ves in any way connectet! vi'ith
conducting or carrying on t ile business for which a license has
been issued are not sobex or suLtable persons to conduct ,
manage, control or carryon such business , or have wilfully
done any act not authorized by such license , or that the
business for whi ch such license has be e n i ssueu , is not kept ,
conducted, maintai n ed or carried on in a quie t , orderl y , t!ece n t
or lawful manner , or t hat violation s of thi s Or<.1inance or of
any l aw of this State, or ordinance of this City , ~ave wi l f u l ly
or know.i.nqLy been permittet! in such plac e of business, or tha t
any fraud or misrepresentation has been used in the obtaining
of a license for such iJusiness , or that the person to who.n said
license ilas been i s s ue d has failed to o bser ve any of tile pro 
visions of any o r dinance o f t ile City o f Hi d'Je c r e s t , or l aw o f
the Sta t e of Cali forn i a , o r that t he holder of such license
wi l fu l ly fails or refuses t o appea r and a n swe r a l l pertinent
questions of said City Councilor a ny membe r thereof , in
relation to the past conduct a nd conditions in a nd about such
pr e mis e s , said Ci t y council may sus pend , c ancel or revoke the
s aid business l icense, a nd t he order for the issuance o f the
same .

Section 17 . I f suc h license be cancelled o r revoke d , n o
fur t her l~cen se under t his Ord i nance sha l l be g r ante d or issue d
to such person , firm , a s s ociati o n , c l ub o r cor pora t i on wi t h i n
one (1) year. If such l i c ense be suspenue d , the period of
suspension shall be for s uch time as the city Council ma y
dir e c t. It shall be unl awf u l f o r a ny p e rso n , fi r m, c l ub ,
association or corpor a tion t o conduct or as s i s t in conduct ing
such b us ine s s after t he dat e of such suspe nsion o r rcvocation
witho ut havin'J again p roclireu a licens e s o to do a s in t h i s
Or d inance provide<.1. The no t i c e provided f or in t he prev ious
section may be ser ved i n t he same manne r a s is provided by
the l a ws of the Sta te o f California for t he ' service of s ummons
in civ i l actions , p rovided , however , that in the e vent t h a t
t he person , firm , associ ation , club , o r the officers of the
corporation against wh i c h such complaint has been made , is
a b sent from the said Ci t y of Hidgecrest , o r shoulu endeavor
t o avoid service of such llotice , then such notice may be
served by leaving the same with the person in charge of said
place of business , o r if no person is i n charge , by leaving it
at the s a i d place of business , a t l e as t t en (10 ) days before
the t i me fixed for such hearing.

Section lB . All businesses ue f ine d in Section 1 of this
Ordinance , unless speci fica lly proVided otherwise in this
Or d inance, shall procure a business lic e nse and pa y a fee
annually therefor i n the sum o f $16 .00 .
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Section 19. The following businesses, because of their
nat ure a nd c i rcums t a n c e s , shall have a different annual l icense
fee than that set f orth in Section 18, as f ollows:

A. Automobi l e Sa l e s Agency, $72. 00.

B. Carnivals and Exhibitions. Carnivals and Ex hibitio n s
not included as c ircuses or side shows; Dail y , $150. 00 and
and each conces s i on t herein in excess of twen ty , $5 .00
per day addition a l . ·Concession- is defi ne d as a ny
one separat e show, attraction, exhib ition, rid ing device,
apparatus o r arrangement for test of s t r e n g t h or skill,
game of s ki l l o r chance, and also any restaurant,
provided t hat all soft drinks and food product services
may be grouped together as one restaur ant concession.
Nothing here in shall be construed to license or authorize
t he conduc t o f any gambling device or game prohibited
by l aw.

C. Carni val and Exhibition Benefits. :~otwithstanding
a ny provi sions contained in Section 19 (il) to the
c o n trary, tile City Council may, in i~s discretion,
i s s ue a lic e nse for any carnival and/or eXhibition,
not i ncludin g circuses, or sideshows, for the swn of
$25. 00 daily, ~lh(m such carnival and/or exhibition is
sponsor ed by or given for the benefit of any church,
s c hoo l , loc a l club, veterans' association, o r any
rec ogn ized charitable institution; provided, however,
that e ver y other pt"ovision of the Ordinance pertaining
t o carni v a l s shall also apply, and said provisions shal l
pe r t ain to any carnival sponsored or g iven for the benefit
of any church, school , local club, veterans' associa
tio n, o r any recognized charitable institution.

D. Cir c us , one ring, without side shows, per day, $100.00.

E. Ci r c us , more than one ring, without side show, per
day $1 5 0 . 00.

F. Cir c us , one ring, t~ith side shows, for circus, per
day, $100.00; and for each side show, $25.00 per day.

G. Circ u s , more than one ring, with sid e ShOt-IS, for
c ircus , per day, $150. 00; and for e ach side show ,
pe r day, $25 .0 0 .

H. Fortune tellers, clairvoyants, Palm Readers, Spirit-
uali s ts, :1ediu;ns and other prognosticators, per <lay.~ _ --_

$25. 00. cF-$1 ~U~!(//A-f- 'f -f. :::i.- .!:.A..(ht/tv l~
I. Genera l Merchandise;- rocery Stores, Dry Goods Stores,

Ha r dware Stor e s , or combina ion of tt,.o or more of such
store s wh en i nve n t o r y value is less than $10,000.00,
a nnually, $1 6 . 00 , when inventory value is $10,000.00
o r more, and less than $25,000.00, annually $36.00;
when i nventory value is $25,000.00 or more, annually
$60.00.
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J. Lodging lIouses, Rooming Houses and Hotels and Ylotels
having less than 16 rooms, for public hire, annually,
$16.00; having 16 or more rooms for public hire, annually ,
$24. 00.

K. Temporary lunch stands, $1.00 per day.

L. Pa~m Brokers, $60.00.

~. Pool Rooms, $30.00.

N. Junk De a l e r s , $30.00.

Section 20. For failure to pay a license tax when due,
the c ity Clerk shall add a penalty of 5% of the said license
tax on t he f i r s t day of the month following the month in
which said l icense tax became due. An additional 5% of the
said l icense tax shall be added on the first clay of each
succeeding month thereafter until said l icense tax is fully
paid. In no event shall the accumulated penalty exceed 50%
of the amount of the license tax due.

Section 21. This ordinance shall not be construed to
require the l~censing of any business, occupation or aotivity
carried on wholly for the benefit of charitable purposes from
which pro fit is not deri\led either directly or indirectly by
any person, or to the conducting of any entertainment, dance,
concert, exhibition or lecture on scientific, historical,
literary, r eligious or moral subjects whenever the receipts
from such entertainment , dance, concert, exhibition or lecture
go to any church, school, or to any religious or benevolent
purpose within the City of Ridgecrest. or to any veteran, military,
fraternal, or local Chamber of Commerce within the City of
Ridgecrest.

Section 22. If any section, SUbsection, sentence, clause,
phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held to
be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court
of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The
City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this
ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase
or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that anyone or
more sections, SUbsections, clauses , phrases, or portions be
declared invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 23. It shall be the duty of the City Clerk of
the City o f R~agecrest and he is hereby directed to ~nforce
each and all of the provisions of this ordinance, and the Chief
of Police shall render such assistance in the enforcement
hereof as may from time to time be required by the City Clerk
or t he Ci t y Council. The City Clerk in the exercise of the
duties imposed upon him hereunder shall examine or cause to be
examined all places of business in the City of Ridgecrestto
ascertain wherher the provisions of this ordinance have been
c omplied with. The City Clerk and each and all ~ his assis
tants and any police officer shall have the power and authority
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t o enter, free of charge, and at any reasonable time, any
place o f business required to be licensed herein, and demand
an exhibi t i on of i ts license. Any person huving s uc h lice nse
t here tof ore issued, in his possession or under his control,
who wi l f ul ly f ai ls t o exhibit the same on demand, s ha ll be guilty
of a misdemeanor and s ubject to the penalties pr ovided by this
or d inance. It shall be the dut y of the City Cl e rk t o c ause a
complaint to be f i led a gainst any and all persons f o und t o be
viola t i ng any of the provisions of t h i s ordi nance.

Section 24 . No licens e i ssued pursuant t o t his or d inance
shal l be t r ansf e r a b l e r prov i de d that wher.c a license is i s s ue d
aut hori zing a person to transact and cazr y on a business at a
part i c ular place, such licensee may upon application therefor
and paying a f ee of $1.0 0 have t he license amended to authorize
t he transacting and carrying on of such business under said
l icense at some other location to which t he business is or is
t o be moved .

Section 25. This or dinance , inasmuch as i t provides for.
a t ax levy f or t he usual current expenses o f the City , shall
t ake effe c t immedia ta l y and within 15 days o f i t s passage
shall be poste d or published by the City Clerk, as required
by Law ,

Pa s sed and adopted by the City Council of the City of
Ri dge c r e s t t hi s 20t h day o f February, 1964 by the f ollowing
vote:

AYES: HU GO, DUG UID, GI LMER, J ULES , WEB3

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ATTEST: (

Mayor

City Clerk
I , t he unde r s i gne d Ci ty Clerk of t he City o f Ridge cr es t ,

Cali f orni a do he r e by certi f y t hat the abov e ord i nance is a
t ru e a nd c orrect copy of a n ordi na nce o f t he Ci t y o f Ridge cr e s t
which was dul y passed and adopted a t a regu l a r mee t i ng of
sa i d Ci t y Counc il he l d on t he 20th day of Februa r y , 19 64 .

Dated : Februa r y 20 , 1 964.
Al f red R. Loua il l i e r
Ci ty Clerk
Ci ty of Ridge crest , Cal if .


