
WHAT'S UP WITH THE  KERN COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT

A BRIEF SUMMARY



The prior fund payment and tax


only covered an average of 48%


of the costs of KCFD Service.

Home values in Ridgecrest,


while steadily increasing, are


lower on average compared to


other service areas, which in


turn generate lower dollar


amounts for the Fire Fund


Property Tax (9.3% of the %1


City property tax).

Oil revenue in the County which


used to supplement costs has


decreased, while personnel and


equipment costs have


increased.

Cities needing only a one- or


two-station fire department


cannot afford the headquarters


staff and support systems for


regulatory fire services


oversight and compliance


(therefore, no cost savings and


to establish our own fire


department).

The $1.2M increase cost for fire


protection services is


significant and cannot be


absorbed in our current budget


structure, even with the plan


for the increase to be phased in


over the next 6-years.
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